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1 NTERNQT] ONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XL,

Heb. iv. 14~

06(.5,} e 5
16, v. 16,

1829.

GOLDEN TERXT.—** Seeir;;_ He ever liveth to make
intercession for them, "—ficl, va. 25,

HOMX STUDIES,

M Ex. xxviii. t-12.....Aaron’s priesthood.
T. Ps.exe 17,00, A priest forever,
W. Heb, w, ta19......The High Priest of our pro.

fession.
Th. Heb. iw. 1-16. ....The throne of grace.

OUR GREAT HIGIH PRIEST

F.  Heb v, 3e14....... Called of God.

S.  Hcb, vii. 1-28,.....After the order of Melchi.
sedec.

S.  Heb. wiit, 1-13......A better covenant.

HELPS TO STUDY.

‘The epustle which contans the present lessun was wiitten
to Israclites, in Palestine or elsewhere, who had embraced
Christiamity ; and thusat 1s that we find 1t always takes for
gmntcd that its readers are well acquamnted with the Old
Testament Senptures, with the nites of the temple service,
and with the ofiice of the Levitical priesthuud.  As indicated
1 the title in our Euglish translation, its aathorship has been
generally attubuted to the Apostle Paul, and although man
eminent scholais, such as Erasmus, Calvin, Luther and Al-
ford, questioned its Pauline authorshup, the wesght ol modern
scholarshipsecmsto bein favour of the view that 1t was dictated
by Paul and wntten from memury by Luke.  The design of
the cpistie, the commentators say, 1s to shew the supenionty
of the Gospel to the Jewish covenant. It shews ths, but it
shews more than this. It teaches that the ceremomal dis-
pensation—good and valuable 1n 1ts own time and place—
denived the whole of its value from the fact that it typified
the Gosgcl dispensation ; and that now, in the presence of
the typitied reality, the typical shadow was utterly uselessand
had no place. Thegreat aim of our lesson seems to be to in-
duce the Hebrews and others to tumn away from the Aawwnie
priesthood and from atl other human mediation and toaccept
of Christ as their great High Priest and the only Mediator
between God and man.  The following topical division may
be adopted: (£) Christ a IHuman Medator, (2) Chnst a
Stnless High Lriest, (3) Chrast @ Dinsne Mediater.

1. Curist A Hustay MEDIATOR. —chap. iv vers. 14-16.

The great cause of the alienation of man from God is sin.
On this account, if on no other, 1t was necessary that the
Saviour should be human. The race that siuned must make
full sattsfaction to divine justice either in the persons of the
individuals belonging to it or in the person of a duly quali-
fied representative.  Sucha representative believers have in
Christ,  Unbelievers cannot clum Him as their representas
tive, just because they will not.  Christ, a man, represent.
ing, or standing in the place of, all the men, women and
children who accept Him as their Saviour, suffered the
punishtnent of sin for them, and. His divine nature gave the
sacrifice infimte value. Thus in Chust the pnncaipal and
otherwise insurmountable obstacle in the way of man's ap.
proach to God is removaeld.  But, be it real or imaginary,
there is, at least in man's estimaton, another obstacle. Man
—sz0 far correctly—regards God as the intintely exalted and
unapproachable Being whose thoughts are not as our thoughts
nor His ways as our ways; between whom and himself
there exists an infinite difference not only morally but intel-
Tectually and spintually ; who does not need, as we do, to
remember the past, to reason about the present, or to fore.
cast the future ; whose knowledge of one thing does not re.
sult from His knowledge of other things, but isalways direct ;
who has no personal expericnce of what it 1sto be ignoram,
or weak, or changeable, or tempted ; and, forgetung that
God is still greater than all this—so great that while He
rules the universe He also takes cognizance of the fall of 2
sparrow to the ground, numbers the hairs of our heads (Matt,
x. 29, 30),and is acquainted with all our ways{Psalm cxxxix,
3)—man thinks that God cannot sympathize with lim or
compassionatc himin lns difficulties. Even tlus obstacle is
removed in Christ, for we have not a high priest which
cannot be touched with a feeling of our infirmities.
He is human. He has *“a true bodyand a reasonable soul.”
He has personally expernienced the difficulties, the infirmiuies,
the tnals, the sorrows, the temptations of human hife, yet
without sin. Perfectly holy in His own person, He lived
in a world oppressed with the curse of sin and was subject
10 all its miscries in 5o far as these are not the consequence
of personal transgression ; He was ““a man of sorrowsand
acquainted with grief ® (Isaiah lm. 3). He is human still.
In His person humanity is exalted to the throne of God. A
man—a living, loving, thinking, reasoning, fecling man—is
at God's right hand, and we are encouraged to speak to
11in as we would to an elder brother—to come boldly un.
to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
grace to help in time of need.

I1. CuRiST A SiINLESs HiG1t PriesT.—chap. v., vers.
1-3. Under the ceremonial law it was necessary for the priest,
as for the people so also for himself to offer for sins,
The priest himself was sinful.  The sins that were removed
by the animal sacrifices which he offered were breaches, not
of the moral, but of the ceremoniallaw. And if real guiit was
removed from priest or people—as it undoubtedly wasif they
were true wonhiggers—that guilt was rzemoved solely by the
great sacrifice to be afterwards offered up by Chuist, of which
sacrifice the animal sacrifices of the old dispensation were but
types.  Even the priest was typical, and to render him a fit
type his own ceremonis) defilement had to be taken away by
sacrifice Lefore he should attempt to offer on behalf of the
people.  The removal of real sin required a sinless sacrifice
and a sinless priest ;3 in Christ we have both of these requi-
sites; He was *“holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from
sianets” (Heb, vii. 26).
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III. CHRIST A DivINE MEeDIATOR.—cChap, v. vers,
4-6. A mcdiator 1s one who comes tn between two parties
who have been at vanance, not to separate them, but to
bring them together~to reconcile them. It is always an
advantage that the mediator should be in some way connected
with both partics ; the more closely hie can identify himsel{
with both of them the mote likely 1t 1s that his mediation will
be successful.  Chnist, as we have scen, 18 man, and e can
therefore speak to God on man's behalf ; He isalso God and
can therefore speak to man on God's behall, In the first
partt of the lesson we found that He had a human heart to
feel for us 3 now we hnd that He has Ihvine puwer to relieve
us : Thou art my Son. This is quoted from Psalm ii, 7.
Thou art a priest forever afterthe order of Melchise.
dec. ‘T'hisquotation is from 'salm cx.4. There 1s now no
carthly mediating or sacitticing priesthood authonzed by the
Word ot Lod. 1f there 1s any shaduw of a claim at all to
exercise the fun.tions of such an office 1t ought to be founded
not on apostolic succession but on Aaronic succession.
Chlrist did not succeed to the Aaromic lugh-pnesthood,
neither did Bhs aposties.  The office 1s vacant, and could
only be filled, with any shew of right at all, by a person de-
scended from Aaron.  All his undeshngs also would require
to belong to the tribe of Levi. Thete are in the present day
those who zall themselves minsters of the Chnstian rehigion
and who also calt themselves puiests, and pretend tu mediate
and to offer sacnfice; but they are usurping an office to
which the Word of God gives them no claim—an office
which, under the Gospel dispensauon, 1s not only uttedly
useless and out of place, but which leads inquirers away from
the only way of salvation.  We have agreat High Priest.
That s all we bave and that is all we need.  Afier giving Him-
sclf as a sacntice for sin, He has passedinto the heavens,
ot throngk the heavens—as the Jewish high priest used to
pass through the outer courts of the temple into the holy

lacc—nto the presence of God, ** not without blood," and,
rlke the congregation of Isracl, we are waiting till he comes
out agawn. If (thnsl has been apKoinlcd *“a priest forever
after the otder of Melchisedec,” then there is no other priest
or mediator ; He s hike Melchisedec, without a predecessor
and without a successos in the office (Heb. vi).  His sacri-
ficial work s fimshed, but ** He ever liveth to make inter-
cession *' for us, and sinners are directed to come to God
through Him and ncither through saints in heaven nor
tnrough prests on earth. 1z 1s the only being who is quali-
tied for the office of Mediatot.  fHe is God and man.  Not
partly God and partly man. He is as much God asif He
were not man 3 and Heisas much manasif He were not God.
The fact of his being God does not take away from his man.
hood ; neither does the fact of His being man detract from
His divimty.  We may, therefore, with the fullest conﬁdcngc.
count upon His human sympathy with us and His intense in-
terest in us; and we may, with equal confidence, depend
upon His divine power to keep that which we comait to His
trust, and to uvercome all enemies.

THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.
LY TEE REV. RDWAKD P, NUMPIREY, D,D.

The Author.—This Epistle, like the three of John, is
anonymous,  The titles 1n our veision are no Fan of the in-
spired text.  Although the authorship of the Hebrews is not
wholly free from doubt, yet we may safely ascribe it to Paul,
on the authority of persuasive external and internalevidence;
the prevailing consent of the church; the judgment of the
great majority of the soundest and most onthodox scholars ;
and the conspicuous failure of every effort that has been made
to ascribe its acthorship on good grounds to any writer ex-
cept Paul.

7o svhom addressed.—~Undoubtedly to all Jewish Chnst-
ians, with special reference, pethaps, to those in and about
Jerusalem.

1t zeas called for by the sore temptations to which the Jew-
ish Christians werc cxposed, urging them to renounce
Christianity and go back to Judaism. = They were exposed
10 fierce persecutions from their unbelieving brethien,  Be-
sides, it might be plausibly argued : ** Qur own religion isof
diwvine aulhorit{. It was given from Sinai by the mediation
of angels and through the ministry of Moses. Consider its
holy priesthood ; its magniticent temple ; its imposing nitual 3
its awful mysteriess its inspired and soothing psalmody.
Judges, prophets and kings have adomned itshistory. Mighty
miracles have attested its divine original. Thousands have
found salvation in uits worship. The dispensation is glorious,
\Vhy should weabandon 1tz Why renounce the faith of ovr
fathers 2" Now, in order to resist this tendency to reaction
and apostacy, Paul Errp:\rcd this Epistle. He wrote for
the benefit also of the Church inallages ; fumishing it withan
inspized commentary on the ceremomal law, and showin,
how Judaism flowered out :ato Chnsthianity, the glonous 015
into the more glotious new. 2 Cor. iii. 7-11.

The plan of the Egistl- is very simple. Paul demonstrates,
in a compact and unanswerable arpument, the superiority of
the new disycn&ation over the old; and he weaves into the
substance of the argume..t the most fervid exhortations and
warnings against apostacy. This is his whole plan,

Thetrain of thought may be reduced to four arguments :

1. Chiist, the author of Chnstianity, is infimitely supenor
toall the angels of God. Chap. i., ii. Christ is the Lord
and Creator of all ; the express image of He is en.
throned on high; He is the Son of God; all the angels
worship Him; and God Himself ascribes to Him supreme
and etcmal dominion. Such is the majesty of Christ; but
the angels are no more than ministenng spirits. i, 114,
The human nature of Christ takes nothing from His majesty,
but adds to it. For, He is in that nature crowned with
glory and honour. it. 7-0. In that nature, also, He made
cxpation for sin. i, 10-15. And, agan, Hce is able to
succout us, He having been tempted as we are.  ii. 16-18.

2. Christ our Head is superior to Moses the head of the
old dispensation. Moses was only a servant s the house-
hold of God, but Christ is the Son ozer the houschold.
Chap. iii, 1-6. Sce also Eph. i. 20-23.

3. Christasa High Priest wag snf:rior to the Jewish high
priest. Chaps. iv, 14 to vii. 28. Like the Jewish priests,

He offered sacrifices for sin, and was compassionate towards
the etring. v, 7, 2. But He was higher than they, because
He had passed into the heavens (iv. 14), and He took the
office from the direct a;:poinlinenl of God v 4, Next,
Christis a pricst after the order of Melchisedec, and Melchis-
edecis superior to the Levitical priests,
Christ also was ayimmlcd by anovath. «il. 21, 22.  Because
Christ never dies, lle hasan unchangeable priesthood, and is
an cvcr-hvm{: intercessor.  vil. 23 25.  Holy, also, harm-
less and undefiled is He, not needing to offer a daily sac-
nfice first for His own sins.  vu. 26 28. How inferior, in
all these respects, was lhctlcwish priest to Him !

4. The priestly office of Christ is exercised in a heavenly
sanctuary. Chaps, viii. 1 to x. 18, ‘The heavenly temple
far exceeds in grandeur the earthly.  Indeed, tins latter tem-
ple, its beauuful implements of wourslup and the most holy
place itsclf, were mere copies and types of the true sanctuary,
into which Christ has entered. To llis covenant the old is-
subservient. The blood of bullocks and goats would not
take away sin 3 but Chnst has carnied His own blood into the
heavenly sanctuary. And He has made an atonement once
for all which need not be repeated.

These four arguments for the superiority of Christianity
over Judaism, are enforced by the most solemn and per-
suasive wamm‘;s against apostacy. Many of these are inter-
woven with the several arguments.  Seeii. 1 45 il 7-193
iv. 116 ; chaps. v. and vi ; x. 19-30. Chapter xi. shows
the nature of faith in the unseen future, and its power to pro-
tect the child of God from the danger ofdalling away, Chap-
ter xii. sets furth the consolations offered to those who suﬂ'gr
afflictions. Chapter xiii. contains practical cautions and
counscls.

‘The whole Epistle, considered as an mspired and wonder-
fully lucid expusition of the ceremonial law, as & description
of the glory of Christ, and as a persuasive to steadfastnessin
the Christian profession, is one of the mast precious parts of
Word of God. To which we may add, although it is far less
important, this Epistle contains passages which for pathos,
cloquence and sustained power of thought and expression,
arc unsurpassed wmn all literature—ancient or modern.  See vi.
£-8; xi. 32-40; with xii. 1, 2 xii. §5~13; and xii.18-29.

v. 6 and va. 1-21.

PapaL blessing has been given in the past to all
sorts of objects and enterprises. And now we learn
that M. de Lesseps’ Panama Canal scheme has been
favoured 1n this way. We shall see by and by if the
blessing is worth anything. What can it do agnyway
to unite the Atlantic and Pacific? Will it make it
casier to dig the soil and to blast the rocks? Who
will enlighten us on this subject ?

WE rejoice to see that our American friends have
succeeded 1n forcing the Uneida Community to adopt
an important reformation. This body has applied the
principle of commumism to everything, to marriage as
well as to business arrangements. The moral senti-
ment of the American people has long felt itself out-
raged by the conaition of things which existed, and
some ume ago a Commuttee was formed to inquire as
to what action should be taken in the case. Now,
Noyes, the leader of the Community, proposes to give
up the practice of free marriage, in “ deference to the
public sentiment which is rising against it.” The
Commumty now will allow marmage, but will prefer
celibacy. The result which has now ‘been reached
might have been reached yearsago with a little energy
and interest on the part of a few prominent American
Christians.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY.

KiNGsToN.—Quarterly mceting in St. Andrew’s Hall,
Kingston, on Tuesday, Sept. 30th, at 3 p.m.

MONTREAL.—In St. Paul's Chuich, Moatreal, on Wed.
nesday, 1st of October, at 12 a.m.

WauIitey.—In St Paul's, Bowmanville, on the third
Tucsday of October, at 11 o'clock a.m. ’

HuroN.—At Brucefield, on the second Tuesday of Octo-
ber, at cleven 2.m.

QTTAWA.—On Tuesday, Nov. 4th, at three p.m.

PeTERBORV.—In Cobourg, on"the last Tuesday of Sep-
tember, at 20.30 3.m.

BARRIE. —At Barrie, on Tuesday, 30th Sept., at cleven
o'clock.—Presbytery’s, Home Mission Committee, at Barrie,
on Monday, 29th Sept., atscven p.m.

TORONTO.~—Tuesday, 30th September, at eleven a.m,

LonpoN.—In First Presbyterian Church, London, on Tues-
day, November 18th, at two p.m.

Rirths, Warriages and Deaths.

NOT EXCEEDING FOUR LINES 26 CENTS,

BIRTH.

At 19 St. Luke street, Montreal, on the 19th instant, the

wife of the Rev. Prof. Campbell, M.A., of 2 daughter.
MARRIED.,

At Spring Bank, the residence of the bride's father, onjthe
16th inst., E{thc Rev. W, S. Ball, assisted by the Rev. Dr.,
Wardrope, the Rev. D. L. McCrae of St. Matthew’s Preshy.
tenan Church, Osnabruck, to Mary W, cldestldaughter of
James Liutle, Esq., Guelph,

DIED.

On the momning of the 1st September, at his residence,
Hazyville, Ballymena, Ireland, James Fleck, father of the
Rev, James Fleck, pastor of Knox Church, Montreal.
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