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the pressing problems of their day ; such, for exaînple, as tiiose
-of Sabbatli observance, mnarriage and divorce, the duty of obe-
dience to ail the rigrh' and î'ensonable laws of even the mnost

rannical government, toieration for the conscientious coll-
victions of others. Had they donc no more than this the fact
wouid have been, well w'(rth noting in the history of etiiics.

But this is about the sinallest dlaimi they have to recogni-
tion as beingr the greatest moral teachiers of mnankind. The
moment we ope.n the New~ Testament andl compare it with the
Old we feel that we have coule into a new moral atmnosphere,
and ascended to an altitude whcre the air is purer and the
vision clearer. The Sermnon on the Mount imipresses us not
because Christ there teachies so mnueh that is new as because
Hie teaches thc Old in a newv wvy and with an aitogrether
newv einphiasis. He scattered, as w'ithi a freshi brecze, the
mists of pettifogg'inig casuistr'y whicih the JeNvishi teachers
had raised about the lawv of MHoses and brougrlit out inlto Cicar
lighti the grreat et4ical princip]e. on wvhiclh it 'vas based and
wvhichi alone wvere of permianent ob)ligation. Their legal
niethods of interpretation, had obscured them until they wcre
almost lost to sighlt. Hie uncovered themn so that ail mighit sec
themn and r-eognize their truth. He huniiseif clainied Qui; ne
was cliangring nothing. H-e camne not to destroy but to fulfil.
And yet the instinctive feelingt of the iharisees that lic was
changing everythingi( was substantially a truc one, as subse-
quent events plainly showed. In military evolutions the saine
mon may be made to present mnany different formnations. T1ruc
military genius is oftenl revealed in choosingy the best formna-
tion for the actual situation or iii devisingy a new one %vhichi
rnay prove more effective than any yot known. In the mate-
riais of thc formation chosexi there mnay te nothing new, but
thc formnation itself rnay miake ill the difference betwecn
vietory and defeat. If there is littie that is ixmcw% in -Christ's
teaehingr the elcmnents arc. present ini new relations, and pro-
minence is giron to those 'Vich are of real and permanent
value.

Ef the questie.-. is iiskcd as to what are the emphatie
elemonts in Chirist's teaehing, various answvers mnay te griven


