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B3ut, of course, the emphasis w'hich. tliey laid on these tinigs
w.vas an e.x.o.eration, and they were constantly cxposed to
tule temiptation of satisfying conscience -%'ithi these petty
obsQervances, w'hl-ile the -%vightier inatters of ,i~w w'ere
neglected.

T1his -wcakness of the ceremoiail type of the religion was
dealt with. finally and miost effectually by, Ohr1ist. B3ut it
w.is not deait withi thon, for flie flrst time. 1More thaii n ee
of tlic iropllets cajllcd. attenjtionj to the uselecsSiless of offer-
iiig the rcquired sacrifices and observing the a-ppointed
festivalls, u.xless their lives w'ere mnade to corresponid. In the
Talmuiid it is saiid thait David (Fsalin xv.) redîîced the 613
Comîiîan11ds of the hiw givenl on Sinaîi to eleveni; salito six

(xii,15) 2licali to tlîrec v. S); Amios (v., I) or rather
I-Tabbakukz (ii., 4) to euie. A ghînce at theso ])assaiges -w'ilI
show that the reductioiis are simiply ain omiphzitic, staternent of
the ethIiCl virtues Nwhic]i are wl-langto God, as over
agaqinst al cereioial observances. As lonig as the obser-

vaîe'of ecremlonlies lhelped to maitke men live riglit lives
thev werc of use; the moment theiy bcame a substitute, for
riglit livingc they c.ieidrcodmain

Thli ascetic type of piety ba-s been far more chiaracteristic of
Chlristiainitýy thn, of Judaism. But tlîat it -nvas not altogether
wavntinig there is evdn~fromn tlîe fact that at the time of the
ChrlistianI eraI thIere as sect kniown.l as Essenles, ,w.lo lived a
sort of inastie life and. practised ill the traditionail formns
of seif-deniial -with a «view~ to the attalument of holiness. The
source fromn -whicli this inmpulse wvas derived is not altogeothier

cla.3[ost authorities sCcm te thiik it is te bc traced to
Sonle forcegn orngin, cithier Persian or Pýythagcorea,,n. But

thwhtbere, is, uile iii flie tc--acIi) n f tlie Ohi Testamne.nt
to ,acoiillt for it the .1ecetie ha1bit mnight hlave ple.aded in
justification of its e.dýsteince thie practice if neot thie prea'clingi
of the. prophetic order. WhVIen T'oln the Ba«ptist appeared,
pre-aellili flie (bit ' of repeintance, it wvas asi- a sort of hiernit
of thie wjcl'.n ino."lind bis rainipit of cae' iai nd a
!'.atiioern girdife ahout ls Ilin an11d bis food was..- lorust-S alld


