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rraùing a,;d Feediing thte C'oli-cotz/iz r' d.

ail farîn animais is the feediiig standard. Ail
farmers, therefore, wvho wishi to, feed successfully
and econontically, siîould secure a copy of "'1'The
Coniputation -rf Rations for Farni Ainials'' by
H-. P. Arisby, w'f the Pemusylvania State Colleg,,e,
Experimiental station.

cbe Alpple.
T1h- original apple is not definitely xiiown, but

it wvas certainly a v'ery sinali and inferior, crabbed
fruait, borne inostly ini clusters. V/lien we first
find it described by Iistorians, it wvas stili of snîali
'value. Pliny said tîxat somne kinds were so sour
as to take the edge (Jf a knife. But better and
better seedlings coîitiîxued to coule up about hiabi-
tations, until, Mihen printed descriptiors of fruits
began to be nmade, tliree or four hntndred years
ago, there were ntany îîain-ed kinds ini existence.
The size bad vastly inmprc, ved, an - with this in -
crease caine the reduction of the inimber of fruits
in the cluster; so tixat, at tlue present tinte, wvhilst
Rapple fl.Dwers n!-e Z1crnc i-;lStc, fle f.-ui-S art
generaily borne singly. Thant is, most ofri
flowers fail to set fruit and they coînplete their
mission Mihen they have shed their pollen for the
benefit of the one which persists.

,-'le Aiericant colonists brouglit withi thîem the
staple varieties of the niother coutries. But
the needs of the newv country were unlike those
of Vue old, and the tastes and fashions of the
people v'ere changing. So, asseedlings camneup

about the buildings and aiong tlue fences, wlîere
the seeds hiad beeu scattered, the mies wvhich
proni ised to, satisfy the new needs best were saved,
and niany of the old varieties were allowed to pass
awvay. lIt 1817, the date of tite first American
fruit-book, over sixty per centt. of the varieties
particuiarly recornnnended for cultivation iii this
country wvere of Anterican origin. lIt 1845,
îxearly two hitnîdred varieties of apples were de -
scribed a,, having been fruited in this countr-y,
of wvhich over lialf were of Anterican origin.
!3,.tweeii tiiese dates, inttrodutctions of foreigni
varieties liad been freely lutqde, so that the per-
ceixtage of donîestic varieties lind fallen. But
the next tluirty years sav. a great change. 0f
1823 varieties described in 1872, xîearly or quite
s..-vextty per cent. v'ere Ainerican, anid a stili
greater proportiont of the niost prizcd kiuds were
of donestic origiti. Iii the older states, the apple
hiad now becoîne so thoroufighly acct-1;! -.1ied to ifs
eiîtronitxeîtt, and tastes of the people wvere so
wvell supplied, tixat there wvas nxo longer ninel
I12ed' for thz- .ýîtroductiou of foreigît kinds. It
wvas niot s0 in tite Northwest. There the apples
of the easterni states did itot tîtrive. The cliniate
wvas too cold aîîd too dry. Attenîtiont was turned
to other couîtx.es wviti, siiailar and rigc'rolis cli-
irute. lIt 1870, the Depar4xtaent of Agr'culture

at Washington ixnported cions of rnany varieties
of apples from Russia; but these did flot satisfy
îîîaîy fruit-growers of the îtorthern states. It
wvas theit coîtceived that the great interior plain
of Russia should yield apples adapted to, the
upper Mississippi 'valiey, whilst those already
imîported liad conîte froxu seaboard territory. Ac-
cordiîîgly, early iii the eiglities, Chuarles Gibb,
of the province of Quebec, and Professor Budd,
of Iowa, went to Russia to introduce the proinis-
ing fruits of tîte central plain. The resu1- lias
becn a xîuost interestiîng onîe to, a pacifie looker-
oit. Tîtere are ardenît advocates of the Russian
varieties, aîîd tiiere are otiters who see nothing
good- it tuen. There are.those who 1-- lieve timat
aillprogressinuust coic by securing s' dliîigs from
the bardiest varieties of the easteru States; there
are others who wouid derive cverythuiîg from the,.
Siberian crabs, anîd still others who believe that
the final resuit lies iii iînproviîîg the native crabs.
Tîtere is nîo eîtd of discussionî and cross-purposes.
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