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Sut>initted for 1>rize ('oritest.

King Philately.
By fi. 1. W ATTS.

The othtr "fais" and "hobbies"
bave field sway over a certain portion
of this world's pleasure loving people,
rlot one bas grown and flourished like
PhiI'itelv.-T,.. King of Pastimes.

Ytes, King Philately with bis fair
Q ceen, our mystical goddess, fair
Pliiatelia, hold6 rpiign over twice a
million willing subji-cts in ail parts
of the world.

From the cool calmi Northland to
thi4 warni inipetouut south -from the
quaint, c'mîitu ries-old, civi'ization of
China, to th-i widê. border life of palm.
t§haded Cnîigo -he word goea forth
that of ail pastimei and pleasure
Philateiy is kcing!

And Wh)?
Because araund that mystie throne

has been buit a ruighty structure of
tb'-ught of I -arning and of wisdom.

No other pasim,« afarda the rich
opportunity of p'easure and learning
uit one- and the saie time in such
prof useness as doea Philately.

Ta'm girl or boy who cannot attend
a business college wiil find a lilberal
f-ducation in philately. The acquiring
of a collection wili brirag numberlese
ehanet-s of learning business and
business wayR.

Again, a well informed phil iteliat is
a mine of knowledge on the subject of
postal laws, both of Us: own country
and of others.

Then there is its own peculiar lit-
erature,-papers and catalogues, stories
and even noveis. The youth aspiring
to honor as a writer 'wili find here:
opportunities of gaining experienoe and

WÂcUUIiY tbLIt lt howili id, blait thle
standard of philateic literature is ever
raising higher. And ho or @he wbo,
wistaing perhaps, to raise the means of
attpnding callege, wiIl soon find a
profitable invsatment in a ernail but
well selected stock of t3tamps. Colleges
usuglly teem with stamp collectors and
a shrewd youDg person having the
elemprnts of business success enthroned
in a level head, will find many a pro-
titable sale.

But the great dlaim philately bas
upon tbe publice i~y is its cosmopo-
litan nature. On its common ground
ail are equal. Ricb, poor, big, low
famous, unknown, young, or old, al
find in pbilately a pleasant pastime and
in philatelists, cordial friende.

Mainy a lifm long friendship bas had
its start from philately. There are
many friends known to, each other
on'y by correepondence, and who phil-
tely has bournd together.

Once there was a time when the
world spokeý of philately only in
mockery. That day is gone; we
command the respect if not the sym-
patby of ai fair-minded people.

For tif ty years our hobby has went
oui ever growing, neyer ceasing, titi
now 1 feel fully justified ini writing
once more-Pbilately; King of Pas-
times.

There are post-offices in Maine four
days' journey from Augues. Four-
teen incorp rated towns have no post-
office at ail. Stage drivera have quite a
numbt-r of fees annua'ly for taking mail
from p'a1t offices and delivering it any-
where f rom eight te twenty miles.
-Mekeel's Wee cly Stamp News.


