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PLEASANT HOURS.

A Lesson {rom tae Sparrows.

I awakiurd o moruing early
The great rity slept near by

And the first tant cnming of wa: gL
Fiu<ied pink Iu the eastern ~ky

Larth luy In @ cadly, sl WaSGR.
Hefnte 31 gwoke o tuli

And the pew day breathed fis blesqdng
On the cvhiplren of the soll

Ao the dawn grew ciear and «tronger,
And the rory cast grow bright,

t thought of the hearts that slii; Wl 30 r
‘The silence and prace of the night

Hearts that were faint in Hfn's Lattle
That had lost theyr faith and trust
Ihst xaw not the glory of lving,
Bul dragged vul their hvea jn the last
And, 1o as the sun roxe heighter
F'rom under the caves 1 beard
the firat fatnt twitter of rapture
Ioram the heart of & Litle bird !

1nd anuther aud then another
Caught up the juyful lay.

\nd louder swelled the chorus,
As they greeted the new-barn day.

fhoy were only the Father's sparrows
But they knew his tender care,

For they fall not to earth without him.
Or filt In the sualit alr!

\nd I thought if we would but remember
Tho same Lord guides our days

We, too, would greet each now morning
With a pacan of joyful pralse!

LESSON NCO
FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIES IN TOR LIFE OF JESUS

TES.

LESSON XI—-MARCH 18.
JESUS AT MATTHEW'S HOUSE
~ark 2. 13-22. Mcmory verses. 13517
GOLDEN TEXT

tie said unto him, Follow me
o 27,

Luke

OUTLINE.

1. Lessons Coucerning TFeasting, v.
.4-17.
2, Lessons Concerning Fasting, v
18-22.

18. Every Jew fasted nnce a year, on
the Day o! Alonement. The stricter
Pharixees fusted two days In each weel
Each rabh prescribed fast days for his
dicapne w Joun fwivwea this custom,
Jerun did not.

12 " The children of the bridechamber*
—L ompamons of the bridegroom during
the weddiog feast, which often lasted a
werk.

20. By the " bridegroom * {s meant here
the Lord Jesus Christ, and his taking
away refers to his death,

2] ' No man sews a plece of undressed
cloth uhat 1a, {eather which has not Leen
tenned, or cloth which has not been
shrunken), on an old garment; el:e that
which should fi}) It up takes from It, the
new from the old (by shrinking), and a
worse tear 1s tho result.,” At this time
many people were disciples of John the
Baptist who were still Pharlsces. Jesus
means to teil them that they rannot be
buth. The new kingdom must have its
own legislature suited to the new spirit.

22. In the East wine I8 kept not in
batties, bul fi shins. Tie now and un-
} fermented wine must be kept in°a new
skin, which will prevent its expansfon,
ar 1t wiil burst.

HOME RBADINGS.

Jsesus at Matthew's house.~Mark 2,

13-22.

Tu. Call to service.—Matt. 4. 12-22.

W. A publican called.—Luke 19. 1-10.

Th. A leper touched.~Mark 1. 38-45.

F. Friend of sinners.—Luke 7. 29-35.
Caler of ginners.—1 Tim. 1. 12-17.

u. Levi's feast.—Luke 5, 27-39.

M.

3
S

Time —Probably the early summer of
v . 25, bufure the prec hing of the Ser
mon on the Mount,

Place.~Probably Capernaum,

LESSON HELPS.

13. “ By the seaside "’~—The shore of the
iake of Galilee. So populous were the
little towns all around this lake that they
almost bordered on one another lixe the
wards of a great city, The multitude
—@athered. doubtless, from many towns.

14. * Levi "~Elsewhere called Matthew.
»gitting at the receipt of custom ™ -The
place of toll where the taxes were col-
Ireted.  Nearly all business in the East
13 prosccuted sitting.  “ Follow me "It
st have been a great surprise to the
Jews for a rabbt tu cali & detested pub-
tean to be one of bis disciples,

16. ** Jesus sat at meat in his house
Matthew made a gicat feast in our Lord':
hopour.  **Many publicans and sinners
sat also "—Matthew brought his friends
Seribes and Pharisees would not demean
wemsels2s Ly dining at a prbliean’.
house. The * sinners” may have been
many of them very bad characters, but
that is not made certain by the phrase,
which means peuple who did not keep
the Jewish law.

16. The scribes and Pharisees followed
Jesus everywheie, aad made free com
wments on his belaviour

17. The Phatisees were not reslly
' righteous,” tl ey were self-righteous

please and help them. Matthew gave up
his money, but Is he sorry now as he
locks down from heaven where he has
been with Jesus so long ?

——

All who truly follow Jesus will bhe
known ar his disciples, and as such must
take up the cross and tne yoke, Many
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QUESTIONS FOR HUME STUDY.

1. Lessons Concerning Feasting, v. 13-17.
Whom dlid Jesus sce as he passed by ?
By what other name was he known ?

Afatt. 9 9.

What did Jesus say to him ?

How did he receive the command ?

Who sat with Jesus in the publican's
house ?

What did the Pharisees say

IWho are the ones that need Christ

most ?

2. Lessons Concerning Fasting, v. 18-22.

What is it to fast ?

How often did the Pharisees fast

Luke 18. 12,

What reason did Jesus give for his dis-

ciples not fasting ?

Who is meant by the * bridegroom * ?

When did Christ say that his followers

would fast ?

When shouid Christians fast ?

What did Christ say about new cloth

un an old garmeut 2

What did this mean ?

Waat was meant by the “ new wine in

old bottles” ?

What did Paul say in 2 Cor. § 172

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where does this lesson teach—

1. Tkat Jesus came to save sinners ?

| 2. That the presencec of Jesus brings
o) ?

3 That the great duty of the Christian
is to follow Jesus ?

—

When you feel in your hesrl that you
ought to give up something to others,
and not please yourself; when You feel
that you should obey mamma, and paps,
and your teachers, and be kind. gontle,
patient, and loving, and no: disobediént,
cross. and selfish, then yo. may know
that Jesus {8 saying to you in las geatle
voice, “ Follow me.” He *pleased not
himseif,” but did things for others, to

THE RAISING OF JAIRUS' DAUGHTER.

who resort to him, with the multitude
shrink back when singled out, and dread
the Master's message, “ Follow me.” But
blessed are they who hear and accept the
invitation, and like Matthew arise and
follow him. Do 1 truly follow Jesus, or
am I simply one of the multitude of
churchgoers who peither love the Saviour
nor do hus will 2 Let peither these nor
the companionship of publicans and sin-
ners keep me back. I may be saved, and
by my example induce my friends also to
become followers of the Lord.

BRITISH VIEWS OF THE BOBR
WAR.

The Rev. J S. Moffat, son of Dr. MofYat,
apd brother-in-law of Dr. Livingstone,
writing to The Mission World, says:
“ With the thunderous clash of arms all
around us, it may seem scarcely a time to
secure a hearing on anything like the re-
ligious and civil warfare of the native
in South. Africa. Yet the war now going
on between white men is belng wntched
by the natives with intense concern. As
one of them put it to me the other day :
‘It the English win, then we black men
can breathe and live; if the Boers win,
then wo may as well die, for we shall be
no more looked upon as menp, bi.t as cat-
tle; so we shall all go home and pray to
GUd to make the arms of the English
strong.’ And this is realiy the gu.stion
0f the day fn South Africa: Are we to
have all men, British, Boer, and abor-
tginal, dwelllng tog~ther with equal
rights as men under the British flag, or
are we to have the domination of a Boer
oligarchy over British and blacks alike »

In the Transvaal the black.man is not a |

human being.”

The following i3 an axtract from an
appeal to all Christian peoples recently
made by Mrs. Ellls, sister of Premier
Schreiner, the pro-Boer premier of Cape |

Colony, and recently read In wmany
churcheg and chape!s in England -

‘“Let no Cbristian heart think the im-
mediate events which have led to this
aar are tho chlef cause why the 1ife-blond
of the British Empire {s being poured
out to-day. Rritish soldiers are dying
on African soll to-day to put an end to
& condition of atruclous wroug, s wrong
continusd throughivut generations, and
which apparently nothing but this sacri-
fice of l1fo could right.

“For over 200 years the progenitors
of the Transvaal Republic and their
descendants have crushed, maltreated,
and, as far as they had the power to do
8o, robbed of all rights belonging to
them, as fellow human belngs, the col-
oured peoples of this land.

* Under Transvaal rule a ccaseless suc-
cessicn of crimes—-leglslative, soclal, and
individual~have been perpetrated upon
tho helpless mnatives, both within and be-
yond the borders of the republic, for
whom it has seemed till now there way
no possible deliverance. To justice-lov-
Ing, proiessediy Cudloilan and bBighly
religious people, who, with the Bible in
tk:eir hands and loud professlons of faith
in prayers, were practicing barbarities,
in peace as well as in war, whick put ta
shame the records of what the savages
ot this land have inflicted, even in war
time, upon white races,

*“Oh, it has been horrible,
words borrible I”

In a personsal letter to an editor of a
Methodist paper, under date ot January 5,
Miss Agnes E. Slack, secretary of the
World’s Woman’s Christian Temperanco
UInion, says:

*“This war is casting a shadow over
us all. I am one who, after thé most
careful reading of history and examina-
tion of the information sent us by our
mirsicneries, {8 compelled to beifeve that
the Boers in any tase, whatever we had
done, would have gone to war agalnst us.
Mr. Chamberlain was not the man for the
negotlations, but they hated us. Mark
Guy Pease told me the other day, as a
result or his visit to them, that °they
were deeply religious and occasfonally
moral.’ Well, this war is bringing us n
great deal of sadness, for we are & ver)
tender-hearted people. 1 lave to think
the Amerlcan sympathies are with us,
though here and there I see your people
are denouncing us broadcast. 1 hate
war, but belfeve there are worse things
than war.”
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