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For The Amaranthi.

A SCRAP FROM THE FOREST.

"No chase'emn farder-no chiase 'cm more 1'1
said the Indian guide, Iaying his hand firmly
on my shoulder, as if to draw niy attention
from the chase, which now nobly brcasted the
ilny waves of the lakcs, tossing their antiers
proudly aloft as they dashied through its wa-
ters jinst out of reachi of our rifles. Il Don't
chase 'cm," said hoe again, yct more enracstly
than before, with unusual anxieîy depieted in
bis couintenance, generally so iminoveably fix-
ed and stolid.

IIWhat! flot ehase them, Louis!"' said I, an-
swveringr himi now for the first uie, as I coin-
pleted repairing a leak in the canoe, by daubing
widh pitchi the opened seamn-and 1 east My
eyes at the three moose whieh had nearly
gained the centre of the lake.

" No !-see !" and lie pointed with his finger
to a eloud of Stygian blackness, slowly over-
spreadiug the sky, but which hiad ns yet en-
lirely escapcd rny observation. 1 pauised re-
luctantly as I finisbed my task, and stili fired
with the ardour of tue chase, would have pusli-
cd off in pursuit, heedicas of the consequen-
ces, had I flot been prevented, by Louis
taking the canoe on his shoulder and earrying,
il to a place of safety on the brow of a preci-
pice which overlîungy fic lake. Finding re-
monstrance uselcss, wvith my calmer aad more
deliberate ally, 1 shouldered my rifle, anfi join-
cd him on the commaading situation he lîad
chosen for our eaeampmenî.

'Twas now I became aware of the impend-
ing danger, aad from our clevated situation aglo-
nious sceae burst upon our vicw. On one side
a hcavy eloud rose high. in the heaveas, en-
wrapping in its sable folds the lofty peakz of
Mount Kathadin, and fringing its base with
saowy wreaths of mist gradually iacreasing in
density-thcir edgcs tinged with. the brighitest
vermillion, and resting in splendid contrnst on
the borders of the cloud with the deep blue of
heaven, haif of whose vault ivas as ycî unsull-
lied, and there the sua shone in alI her wonted
brilliancy, lighting with burnished gold tlîe
sleeping lake.

The stillest silence reigned through the
wvoods; and if a single bird sent forth a note,
'twas perchance for a moment his shnill whistle
struck the car; and as you listened eagerly
for is prolongation, glad of thus breaking the
drear monotony, il was instantly hushcd, as if
the iucautious songster feît aware of somo ap-

proaching uproar of the elements, and féared tO
incur the wrathful dispiensure of the "gSpirit
of the Storm" by ils sweet revelry.

The deer which had now gnined the centre
of the lake paused terror8truck, the ripples sau)k
around their skies; first they would tura thef
heafis in the direction they had taken, but b5e
fore thcmn frowned a hîgh, inaccessible preci'
pice, while our presence scured the only poinit
of egress from the waters to whîch they hftd
betaken themselves. Already the first 10W
murmurings of the tempest were heard, as il
fitful gust would, sweep the bosomn of the I8lCý
and sink in silence 'ere it ruffled haîf ils sur-
face, as if loth to mar so bright a mirror. JBtit
the deer as thie scents of the mounitains Were
borne to their nostrils, seemed aware of their
danger as they snuffcd the breeze, for holdinlg
their heads high in air, thcy made direetly for
us, redoubling their exerlions as the low hoWl~'
ing blasî came swecpingy down tîîe ravines, end
dicd on the bosout of the lake. Kathadifl'O
hoary top wvas no longer visible for its croWt'

of elouds, and the misly mandle flung arould
its shoulders; the lîesvy trees which covered
ils base swaycd to and fro ns if some migh ty
wind wvas mioving through. the branches-~bU'
on our side nol the slightcst zephyr had fa""'
cd our checks, all was as yet s0 stili and 5
lent.

WeV had but erected a tcmnporary shelter un
der an overhanging rock, by turning our ca-
noe so as to afford the most effectuaI proteciof'
when the storm began. A vivid flash of ligbl'
ning- playcd a moment round the moualaiii'o
pcak and scemed the signal for tumuit; tbe
thundür alinost instantaneously followed, anll
as its roll vibratcd aînong the hilîs, I thougbî
how fit a precursor il was for such a tempes t "0
was now about to burst upon us. AnOther
and another flash succeedcd; encli vying'1t
the other in heaviness, while the thunder seei'
ed like the bursting of the firmament, 5 joua
its toue; the ramn came down in torrents as i
the floods of Ileaven were loosed uponti he
scene, and the small brook wlîich ran nI 011r
feet, but a fow minutes before so clear and in
pid, nowv poured its rushing mud-sîained Wa-
ters in violence fromt the hilîs. The winld roir'
cd in its might-the tallest trees bent bene8th
the fury of the blast, or sent their tomn braw'
ches far into the foaming, storm-lashed lake'

It was grand and awful, and as if irnpre89ed
with our own insignificance, simultaneohis'y
we stood upon the cliff amid the stoin, ehen
suddealy the lightning struck the OPPOO't


