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Three points ini this article ciaisu special attention. lat. C/sriettem or Cliristeiing.
2nd. NYansiai iMe chl. 3rd. The private administration of tise Ordiuance.

bit. By tise terni "Christen," those who use it, mnen baptize. Baptze la thse
scriptural naine, but baz been corrssptedl by tIe Chiurcli of lteme te cler.*ttei. That
corsssplt C'iircl Ioke on ail outaide her owNv pale as iiufidel, and indeed as scarcely
humssait, ansd utlssiei criste-ned, or mcade Chistias by a ltomuisi pricat, perdition
will bu thecir issevitable portion. It were weli if the use of that Popisi msino were
eeiitissed to tisat Cisurcis, but it iEs te bu lansented that it lus coininonly used in alislst
ail tise l'sstesstant Cisurches. Mcl miglit be saisI on tisis Isoint, but space forbide.

2udt. Xusîsiss thse CIuil. Ain ignorant and absursi notion is entertniied by a
largu ssndl otherwise intelligent part of tise Chîristiani <lurch, tisat n«amis. tise child
i>y tise nuiiuiter is a part of the ordinance. Nom-, proîsomicîing tise iiaine iie iiitended
for île ütier Ilupoe but for tise inuformsation of tise nssemsbled people. Most nuis-
torts are iii ts isaitof jityiiig: "A. or B. I bssptize tice," etc., inessnti<siiisig thse
uanse molely for tise inuformastiosn cf tisose liment. But tee nuany actsally tiik
tisat tihe ussîssiiter, ini balptisîin, Uives tise chld tise naine, tisat he bîîptizce it A. or B.
and (bat tic riglit te utee tisat imuie fi ewe frein tise aliilicatiuis of tise w'atur. Hesîce
ttiqîtiis le ssfoteil asiei: 'Wises will you inisse t ije ciid? " Tise infant is oftess

cailesi littir- 1fl'cflses, util it l is aîtized, ussakisig tise nasine a part cf tihe ordissauce.
It ivoiîid lic wcll if ssisisteres would morre dfligeistly iiistruct tiseir peuple ii tîsis

iuîseriasit isîstter.3 -'i'is luist andss mst impo~srtanst poaint is that cf tise jusi'sut admrinistrations cf tise
ordiîssîscc. Iluw orteil is At adiiisiterul iii tise fassily assd Ili a privatc suons, in-
litewntirc in tise face of tise celisgreatiuss, siscwisg tisat tisere is a depîcrahie degrce
cf igs.ssehoth ou tise part of tise jiastor raid tise pecuple. Tisey cais have ne

Cicals %irlvk of tise tdesigit nild aigusiîflicc cf tisait isoly ordilausce. Bapti ni is
ossiy fi,r c/uiihîtis, aids' 1 tir oe.pr-iity. And iisaeiisci as tise professiois b alivays
psublic oii tisu pasrt cf tise pareunt, iss it sshsuid lie cli belsalf cf tise chld whom
tiat pa:rcsit rejîreisentm. Tise rivatu admninistrations of tise ordiuance of baptiem
i8 %vlsiiy uiseiicriltural ansi izi follcwed by isîjurieus couseequeisces to ail Con-

"flt 'ie nsature nd deelgis cf tise isustitutiois, sasys a distissgssi8lsed liviung
autiser, "rucsiire tisat it eisculi st be deisesiitin private, isut lu tie iseuse cf God,
aussI iii tise p'ublîic aseisiblies cf tise Churc.i. .1t is tise badge cf a public profession
of tise religsisn of Christ; it is an open joiisîsý, cf tise ssslject oft tisms te tise
Lonrl'ti lieuhle, andi a recognsitions, on tIse part cf the Clsssrchs, cf ome hisas iseen
wluidd tx, its feiluwelsiij anid adisittesi te its * *vlge. * "'Wilui it is

adissittusi tiat, iss Sule esicial cisseH, sîsci as iii tirnes cf peezi'~ntiou, raid wvisen tise
heaiti (if 1sssseit or cisild wouid bu ssrioualy cuuiaisguredl by atteusiuslg 1s1)cii tise
erdisaise ii tise place cf public woreuiip, balititîn msay bu cisewberc adisiiistered,
it ishosisi, ini es'ery iiwtasice, be diepeascîl iii consnexions witlî teaciig freusu tise

Word, ussdl iii prescei of usuejusibers of tise t'iurci, wlso are ssotitied aud usscouraged
te attuisd u.iHî tise occasion cf tisîs adunisitration."

Tise hîirvate admslitsstrntiîi cf tise cruhinsusice cf baptiessu i8 a dcviatiuus 4'rei ''tie
fucitbttsj' of tise hlock" iin tise hicret tisses, ansd lias becis cOssslemsued by tise muest
distisgusss.iisl wittsses for trsuti. Caivis declares, tiîat "thsis sacrainssît wlsich
isstrotliscuzi s1i isitus tise Chirci, ail ia a sigis cf uur usilojtioîs, caimiot vuiidiy bu dis.
peieds e.\cust ini tise public auseinl)ly csf believere. Private bn 1îtssu iuitiser agrees
witis tise tîrdliitue cf xodl, suer tise tîrsctice cf tise ajueisties. ' li tise 1irtcterY
fer Wor0#.Ii, tieN Veitmnitur dlivisejs say: "Baptimiii us isot te be adiisiiisturcd in
lîrivate loltvesj or iurivately, but iii tise place cf public wsîssuiip, ausd is tise face cf
tise cssgr%'istics, wiersi tise iseple inay, most conveiiiesstiy, lice andi sear." Thse

(Jiiîurei (if i$ccthisid. iii its best days, ever discourusged piriviste baptisusi. Bitiisep
Bsirluet siayd, thist tise ('issrc of Esigiand at tise Refeuunatioss, judged it ex>pedient
tu 'lia%,u ail lialititinis dusse ini tIse (isurcis, and perinitted tise other only lit cases
cf nccsu:ity." flice fucrisisd Cissrcis cf Fraisce duciares tisat "ne isaptisisi shahl be

adsisuîe l lit ils C'iuirci asssitblise" Tise Cisurci cf Gesueva enlicted: "No
baptîtiit »Isail bu ceiebratedl but iu tise ecciesiastical ausscisblics, isisnsediateiy after
sens s ust.

It %v'si'i be wuli if chiaitisi. pastors and people wosmld study this sulîjeet more
attetsiy.


