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THE ARGENTINE CONFEDERATION.

————

The Argentine Counfederation, sumetimes alsu called La Plata, was compused of
a group of South American Status, situste on the burders of the rivers Parona, Par-
aguay, &c. These States comprise altugethor an area of 540,000 sguare wiles, and
possess a population of 2,540,000. They were assuciated tugether, under the name
of a Confederation, from 1853 until Decemnber 1861, when they were formed into a
united Repubiic.

The use of postage stamps was commenced in these states in accordance with a
decree issued in February, 1838 . and the labels were issued in the wonth of Apnl
following. The stamps of the Cunfederation wire withdrawn at the cluse of 1861,
and superseded by those of the Republic.

The design on the stamps counsisted of the Argentine arms, clasped hands car-
rying a cap of liberty and surmounted by a radiant sun. The stamps were litho-
graphed, and printed in colors upon white paper. The label of 10 centuvos was a
bright green, and was frequently cut in half to serve the purpuse of two stamps of
5 centavos, although a proper 3 centavo label was current printed in red. The series
was prepared at Parona, and is not remarkable for elegance in execution.

The flrst stamps of the Republic were of far better pretensionsto rank as works .
of art. The labels were issued va the 11th of January 1862, and were made current
throughout the Repullic. They were lithugraphed and printed in colurs ; The de-
sign being the shield of the Republic inclused in laurel and with the radiant sun
above. The stamp of 15 centavos was in blue of various shades.

By a decree of the 1st. of January, 1863, a new type was adupted. It was or-
dered that the Argentine labels should bear the efigy of Bernordino Rivaduvia,
first presi lent of the Republic, and entitled to hunor as the promoter of the abo-
lition of slavery in La Plata, as well as for the general wisdom of his measures.
The stamps of the new issue were prepared at Buenus Ayres, engraved and printed
in colours on tinted paper, in which the letters R. A. (Republica Aigentina) were
woven

The design of these stamps differs in each value in the bundering by which the
effigy is su-rounded.

The label of 5 centavos was printed in red, varying from a pale brick color to
a deep rose and that of 15 centavos in dark blue.
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This country, although it cannct e regarded as among the furemost in civiliza-
tion, was one of the first tu follow the lead of Great Britain in the introduction of
postage stamous. Their use was established by a decree passed in November 1842,
and the issue took place in July, 1843.

The employment of the labels was from the first rendered compulsory.

The number of letters which passed through the offices of the chief town was
in 1853, 2,065,423 ; and it had increased to 3,316,651 in 1860, when the population



