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POPWLAR SUPERSTITIONS.—No. 5.

APPARITIONXS,

Mr Dawsow. Sir,—Tius 32 part of popularsuper.
stition, a distinet idea of the meaning of winch eannot
oasily be conveyed : Itis a boliel that sumcthing is
sven whilo at tho same lime it will bo acknowledged,
by at luast some of the bohwevers in npparitions, that
thero is nothing to be seen. 1 havo alrcady oxprea-
sed an opinion rogarding miracles; wo therefore lot
them alone, and say this is a paradox, the unravelling
of which we ' 1}l now attempt,

Itisan unaginary 1dea, rnpressed under peculiar
circumstances, the sense of sight acquieseing m the
delusion, and leading to a Mlse conclusion, In scotch
phraseology, these specties are pronounced Wreaths
£nd Ghosts, both bemng connceted with mestality—
the wreath, or appearance of n person while alive,
saying they will soon diw, and likely in some unnatu.
ral way; tho ghost, or appearance of the dead, making
known that thoy ars not resting woll in their graves
from some untoward circumstance in lfe, Some hight
may be throws upun tlus mysucal subject, by the re-
Jation of a melaneholy catastropho that happened some
forty years ago. As I belicve there are none whose
foehings may e hurt from personal connection that
may ses this, [ shall menuion names. 1o the village of
Koith, there resided a very respectable unmarried lady
about thirty-five yeats of age, who gained a comfort-
able lvelihood by her needle, but who unfortunately
became the vicum of intemporance to suchfa degree,
that ghe got embarrassed in circumstances, and was
sued by a mierchant for a swall debt.  Tle followng
night Mise Riach left her room half dressed, and ran
through alight snow, bounding over fences and ditchies,
inn a way that scemed more than human, fur aboat a
mule, to the nvet Isla,.and plunged wuto tho pool where
shie was found a corpsen the morming. The body was
carricd to an old school liouse. Iappemng to be m
the village at the tine, and from bemg acquamted with
the lady, I was induced to go and sce the most humi-
Jiating spectaclo 1 ever wunessed. Superatiton n-
terfered, forbade, and even defied bumaniy to pesfurm
scpulchral rites.  From the unblenushed character
she had maintained during the greater part of her bfe,
tho most respectable of the inhabitan's wished to have
a cofiin made, and the bedy mterred m sone bye
eorner of the church yard; but no carpenter eould be
found to make a coffin, and aficr a grave was dag it
was not permitted to lay the body n it.  Conflicting
opintons with respuct to its d.sposal, at last deteamned
to have it convesed to the public square, where it lay
8 considerablo timo in some old boards not large e-
nough to cover it—a woeful cominent on the depravity
of human nature,—it was then removed to the dun-
geon an the common jail, and how it was Goally dis-
posed of 1 cannot say.

From tho dorp and lasting impression the scene
made upon my mind, if 1 went into a dark room or
any scquestercd place fora long time after, eome part
of the tragical event occutred to my mind, and a htle
uncture of superstition would have persuaded mo that
X saw Mies Riazli’s ghost.

Were those who are tainted with a bohef in appa-
ritions to resiect a little upon the subject, and iuvesti-
gate it in a philosophical way, thoy might be led to
gee how the decepuion arises - It may proceed at titnes
from an oprical illusion; things that are seen atan
vnusval time in a way not cepecred, have ofren an
estravrdinary appoarasze. An acquaintance with the

magic lantern or camera obscura, would illustrate this,

3 have known a broom bush to be. taken for a water
Kelpio, and a curt in which hme haa been carried,
for Lady Praucie's ghost,

Yours, &c.

Axices Venitatss
April, 1887,

[ror ThHE mEER.]

——

Mz Dawsox,

S§ir,—In ane of yeur numbers of the Bex, I ebrery.
ed a few remarks upon the influence of the Moon,
under the title of Popular Superstitions, and signed
** Awmicus Vertatis;” upon which I wish to malie a
few obscrvations, if ] aw allowed tho hberty.

The wnter counmcrates a varety of superstitious
opintons prevalent among thoe credulous—somie that 1
always considered too ubsurd upon which to indulge a
thought, — otkers that 1 never made it my bu.
siness 1o enquire 16to, of prepare mysclfby experience
to judye of then veracity.—And though I believe that
the moon has somoe fluence upon atmimal hfe, stll, |
am not of that <Jass who maintam that *¢ all things
animate and inanimate, are under hor guidance.’’—
But as an argument against such opiniuns, he says,
*“ a question may bo asked, has the muon this power
inhorent of itsclf, or 131t Jelegated by God? If the
first, then an acknowledgment is made that God is
uot omnipotent; if the latter, then God has conunitted
his works to a creature, which I think iy contrary to
Scnipture or reason.” Ithink that s Amicus Veritatis®
would have done nothing nore than justico to his ren.
ders, if he had shewed i what respect it is contraty
to cither.  Though I belivve that thiere 1s no objoct
in nature that is possessed of power, but which has
received 1t of its Creator, sl 1 cannot understand
why itis contrary to Scripture or reasen, to say that
it has Yeen committedtc 1t by Hlim, for when God
created the heaven and the earth, he said, * letthe
oarth bring forth grass, the herb yieldmg seed,” &e.;
and hiliews v, * God made two great lights: tho great.
er light to rule the day, the lesser Lpht to rule the
night.””  Was not this the work of Ged himited to a
creature ? and wherofore shou'd we say that it is con
trary to rcason ?  But he adds,—*¢ superstition has a
powerful efiuet upun a svund mind, no wonder it worhs
powesfully upon the disvrdered; and when a rcturn of

the disease is loohed for at a particular e, it is
most Lhely to happen at that time,”* and assigns no
other rearun for atg return than that it was looked for,
as if under thg control of thg imagnation.  These pe-
niodical discases must neccssanly have had a Legm-
ning, and what was to account for their first return
when they were not looked for.

But «> Amicus Vernais® states farther, ¢¢ I question
whether thete iv such a discase as lunacy ; some will
say it s spohen of in Ncnplure; granted: So are Ase
trolozeis, and the science they taught is now eaplo-
ded smong the better mformed,—the other imay cre
long.” The disnase of lunacy.js spoken of in Scrip-
lure in a posiive manuer, and really prevailng, as
recorded by the Ilvangelist Matthew, who says—
* There came vato Jesus such as wers lunatc, and he
hiealed thew”  Astzology us a scence, 1s false, and
contrary to religiong therefore there is not that sinue
lanty Letween them that would give usreason to
condemn the belief in the one because the otheris
eaploded.

Philosophers assert for a certainty, that the attrac-
tion of the moon, js tho principal cause of the ebbing
and flowing of the vcean; und likewise that the various
charges ot the atinosphere have a powerful effect upon
the animal life, by makmg it sometimes dall and lan
guid, aud Distlese; at other times cheerful, active, and
vigorous. Now, sir, if these are facts, tnay we not as
reasonably supposc, that the moon, in a similar man.
ner as she acts upon tho ocean, acts upon our atmos-
ohets, (but to a greater degrec, 2sit is fla d and much
mote elastic,) and thus produce those various changes
that take place in it, wluch aficct the animal constie
tution. But the following quotution fromn the writings
of a acientific man vpon the subject, is well worthy
of our attention,

¢ The changes in our atmosphere at high water,
new and full moon, the equinoxes, &c., must occasion
alterations an all animalbodios; for all lving creatures

require air of a determined geavity to perform respira~

tion eazily; — forit is by ita weight that this fluid
insinuates 1tself into the cavity of the breast and lungs:
By a slow circulation the secretion of the spirite is di-
minished; and by the want of the force of clasticity
and gravity, the juices begin to ferment, change the
union of their parts, break their canals, and discases
follow,"

1 hope our fricnd ** Amicus Veriiatis®® will oxcuee
mo for the hiberty I havé taken upon the subject, us 1
did not write with a view to criticise, (for1 feel myself
quite incapable,) but with an intention to dofend and
waintain my own sentiments; and 1 do not wiel tu ba
classed amony the superstitious, when I think a phi.
losophical reason can bo assigned for iny opinions,
Yours truly,

A COUNTRYMAN,
April, 1837,

UNITED STATES.

[Frow tho Providence Journal.}

Tur Tiaps.—The whole country is now
suflering under the inflated nnd extravogant
system which has pervaded ull it business re-
lations for the pust three years.  Property of
every description has risen beyond its legitis
mate value, and it iust now come down,  'The
prices which have been paid for lots in the city
of New York and elsewhere, stocks, provisions,
rents, fuel, all must come down, just as they
did in 1318, when the paper currency was re-
sulated by the Bank of the United States, We
have gone shead too fast; our debts have in-
creased in consequence of the eapansion of
credits, and the passion of enterprise far be-
yond our means to pay. Miilions are due
abrond and millions at home, which, with the
arbitrury meusures of Government, and the
want of some controlling ageut in finunce, like
the Bank of the United States, have induced
present embarpnssments.  Prices will come
down, we say, and they have alrendy dimi-
nished  The farmers in the western part of
New York are reducing the prices of wheat,
flour, pork, buiter, beef, &e. The North Ri-
ver is navigable, and the Western canals will
probably be in the course of ten days, and
then o fresh supply of all these articles wilt
contribute to bring about this desirable objeet.
With a diminution of prices will follow a de-
erease in wages. ‘This t5 the Jegitimute conse-
quence, aund at the sume time a working man
wi'l buy food at a cost fur below what lic has
been obliged to pay.

A striking fact of the extravagaut spirit
whicl has prevailed so long in and abuat New
Yorl, is mantioned in the Philadelphia Herald.
A farm near Janmica, Long Island, was valu-
ed at about §20,000—the owner was offeréd
336,000 and sold it.  One third of the pur-
chase money was paid in cash, and the remnin-
der secured by bLond and morigage. The
vender becoming thus unexpectedly rich,
commenced building ulurge hovse, and soon
disstpated his §23,600. e could vot hire the
mancey on the bond nad mortgage, and sban-
doned the completion of his buuve.  The pur-
chaser of the furm could not pay the instal-
ments and the embarrussments that followed
made him o poor man.  This is but one of a
thousand facts, we doubt no, which might be
mentioned, where this estravagant system of
spe~ulation has brought poverty and misery
in its train.  May the Cauntry learn wisdom
trom the bitter expericnee which is now visit-
ing it.

The New York Gazette says:—¢ It is esti-
mated that there are above 1,000 idle boys,
from 12 to 16 years of age, duly prowling a-
bout oiar streets, who are capnble of making

vory useful men if a proper cvurse be pursued.”



