The

1

Ponetic

DEVOTED TO PRONUNCIATION

AND KEVISED SPELING. |

980 Yrr. Port Hore, CAxaDA, Mar.,1886.  NR 13.

ALFABETIC STUDIZ.

V—Dir~rongs (continued.)

‘I he first -lement of this difthong has
becn variusly represented. So far as
my observation goes, it is identicai,
however pronounced, with the first el.
ement of I. In both, the first element,
in my own pronunciation, difers acord-
ing to the sound that folows, When
the difthong precedes a voiceles con
sonant, the first element is the vowel
in up, but, son; when the difthong ends
a word or is folowd by a voiced conso-
nant, the first element is vowel in alms
Satner. Thus, out. couch, soutkh, house
hav u as in up; loud, youge, Lowther,
houses, owl. noun, our, how hav a &s in
Juather.  So, ripe, right, 1ighteous, like,
knife, ice, havu in up, jibe, ride, Elijah,
lenives, writhe, cyes, also isle. rhyme, ire,
nine, why, I, ay hav a in father.

1 do not find this distinction recog-
niced in any author. tho it coresponds
closely with clasification by Prof. Greg-
ory, Edinburg, cited in Ellis’ Erly Eng.
Pronunciation, Part 1., page 108.

Ellis, certain) - the greatest author-
ity on Eog. pronunciation, says: “The
first element of long I, as I speak it,
seems to be the vowel in but.” He givs
views of many others, among which
notice the folowing only:

Benjamin Franklin, the vowel in bul,
Wilkins, o ¢
Willis and Smart. “ Airst,
Sheridan and Knowles, “ what,
¢ ¢ Ger. mann,

Haldimand,
Fr. matelas,

Walker and Melvil B- ™ Sather,
Melvil Bell, .naccented ask,
Many Londoners, vowel in man, sat.

Ellis ads: “Now this being a personal

pronoun, it is herd evry day constantly,

But after competent orthoepists hav
carefuly examind it they ar unable to -
agree as to its analysis. Une reason is
diference of pronunciation,but another
apears to be that the first element is
pronounced with extreme brevity so
that in British speech it is insuficiently
herd as distinct trom thefolowing glide.

. « + . The preceding discusion wil
aply to first element of present pro-
nunciation of vw in nvw, cow.” Butin
his more minute discusion of the same
difthong in Part V. p 1153, he says:
©As to the first element, it is subject
to at least all the variations of that of
long I but. owing to the labial final,
the tendency to labialize the first elem-
ent 1s more murkt.”

The avuv argument, evry word of
which my own observation corgborates,
is what induces me to urge adoption of
a singl sign for each difthong.

As to pronunciation in America. it
apears to me to be uzualy the vowel in
father in all words, The New England
variety however apears to be that in at
or mun nasalized. The first elements
of I and ou seem the same, tho ther
may be a slight efect produced in oz
by the folowing u.

Montreal, 25 Feb. '86. M.

1t betr acords with our last study.
p. 45 o speak of positions for, insted
of elements of, a difthong. The posi-
tions ar those asumed by the oral vocal
aparatus

In throwing open M's points to our
readere, we remark

1. OpTiONAL SINGL SiGNS SHUD RE PRO-
vIDED FOR I, ou and oi. Shud Gholson's
contention (p. 45) be sustaind that oi
is composed of two separat sounds and

80 is not difthongsl, it shud be except
ed., If preferd by an individual or by



