
infancy, and iliqui'c hlou' it %va
finid fiavaur a.nongY Chiriotian peu

far it %vas right and proper, and
thec w'orld at large.MWe trace its beginning in t)
S. Antony. Wc nitist picture
able man as hoe ias in bis owni

jown caflntry, irearing a coarso
hair, and %vith long, xukeînipt lo
frce son ai the LgY1 l.tian descrt
or a John the Býapti:it. Hie
Christian parents ini the ycar 2~
lie was brt-ighlt up in bis native
fat froin 'Jhlebes, on the b:nmksz
Froin bis e.irlie,5t ycars lit- i.-

.hînsigus of a tliotietfuil a
llind ; and, dulîbtless, thec silci
solitudeofa the' desert, lieped tû
this characteî'isie. Beforo lie
years aid bath biis parents died, 1
.-on au ample fortune. This fr
l)locccded tu divide anongst hi
lagers. lie was lud tu do this, i
listouin- anc day to a, sermoan in
subjcct afi lbich as the qtary
yauing inan ini the Go':peI, %vho
ta sell ail that hoe had and -ive
ta the poor, that hoe Migblt have
]eaven. Yon sec, the CImristinî
early days Nvc*ic cine(ntly pri

*thougli sometimos Possoss:ýed o
*ideas they carricd ont ivlat they

bzc ri-lit ivith a tliorotigbnocss ive
and xniglt ivell imitate.
*Having sol(1 bis possessx-on--
literally fultilled aur Lord's cor
tony turned bis thaughts ta a

dnnglri li gtd uninterruipted converse witli
F or this purpase lie fixcd bis 1a0
outside, Iii- native village. Jlere
with bis awn bunde, b.~aoiing
biis labaur upan thast, araund bui
satisficdl %vitli this. hoe retircd f
treat ta anatboer-now takzing i
in a tomb, and now again ia a r
lintil hoe fc.und biisolf far remov
vaices and strifeofa mon. Hie
peace, ta serve Gad writhout. dibî
de.sircd ta ho away from. tenipta
foiud, as hie confesFsed, that
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s Lcame ta followced hiin. li bt4e încfseverely.
pic, and how le had fierce confli jts with biis gh-Iostly :îssail-
beneficial ta ants, sa foerce that paz-ers-by onee faund him,

ie histary a b dead.
ie hitoryof Ihero ivas indeed no question as ta the

this remznar]c- sincerity and earn esîýness of Antony's faith.f

garmient of Alexandria, part]y %with the desire ai carnfort-
cks-a %vild, ing the sutl'ering Chiristians, and partly in the

-au ElIijah, hope that lie inight win the martyrs' crown.
vas born of W'hen, howevcr, the persecution was over, hoe
51 .xnand returned ta bis solitary life. Iris abade iwas
village, nat naw a cave an the siope af a lofty inauntain,
of tite Nile. %'ith a fountain of water icar and a few palm,
ajid to bave trees; and bis friends, -%v'ha had tracked himi
nid x'eligious ta bis :etreat, fauind imii ctiltivating bis littie
ice and the pateli of corn anîd vegetatbles for the sus-

Strengqthcn tenant.e af himself and his v;sitars.
%vas twenty Antony was by this time celebrated, and
caving thecir Nvas no langer sutfered ta romnain undisturbed.
tune Antony 'Multitudes flocked ont ta Iiirn from, the
s fellow'-vil- citios far cauinsel and cainfort in their
.t is said, hy troubles, and numiierous followers beg-an ta
church), the ixnitate bis made oi lifé. His faine reaicled
ai the rich the cars ai the Enuperar Constantine, iv'na

ivas char,-ed irate, asking bis prayers and inviting hrum Ii ta
the praceeds bis caurt. Autouy dechinied to go, for ' a
trensuro in hiermit out af his zýolitudc,' lie snid, 'fis liko
us af these a fish aut af %vater.' And doubtless hoe was
ictical, and riglit. :11e felt lio coulci do more gaad by
f mistakcen bis prayers and bis advice from a distance
believpd ta than by gaing and inixing Iii:nself up once

can admire, more in the itgusand ambitions af men.
le ivas a truc friend ta Athanasius in bis

and thus figlit for the arthodox faith, and hoe used biis
~mnd, An- great influence %vith~ the Einperor ta get biin

quiet, self- recalled from, cxilt to bis sec at .Alexandria.
hold sweet Antony lived ta the great age ai 105,

bis Saviour. having already Nçitnesed a large increcaso in
ne near, but the number af thoize proiesQsing a lerm2its life.
ho labaured Many of thomn fixed their abodes »car bis oivn,
the fruits ai and thus the idea originated~ %hich was
m. But not shortly afterwards realised, ai mon assaciat-

L'om one r -à :etetber in sinatl coinniunities.
p bis abado And now lot us procced ta thec further
.uued castie, qucstian-What uced did this monastie
'cd front the system. supply ? llov ivas it that it came

wished for ta receive so ranch support fromn the Chris-
traction; ho tian ivorld ? 'Vby did peopie become monks
tion, but hie and hierinits?
hoe tempter Mainly because they d1esirod ta get out af


