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garband name, the fu st number of

Massky - Hanns Tt
for 1897 by no means comes
to the favmers and the fumers’ i
of Canada. An wmtunate acquamtance,
possessing much of the warmth of friend-
ship on both sules, was established
several years ago between the farmers
and owsclves. It was not, however,
wntil after it was decuded, n year ago, to
discontinue the publication of Massey
DLLUSTRATED as o sepatate jourtal that
we fully realiced whata pr placo

Hmuouau sghtly changed

eveats trauspirang an different pats of
the world, and which in their results bear
so laigely upon the welfaro of manksnd
at laige; and equally apprecintive of onr
«fforts on their behalf do wo hopo to find
the different members of the farmer’s
family—the wife, the mother and the
young people—for all of whom rmplo
provision is made in our various depart-
ments
.-

With this brief 1e introduction of our-
selves, wo very heaitily wish tho furmers
of Canada, and wh {uends, old and new,
a very happy and prosperons New Year,
Wo send our grectng forth with none
the less pleasme that there are many
indications that the present year will be
more prospeious for all classes than its
: i 1

had been accorded us in tho considera®
tion of tho many thousands who had
foimed our constitucney. Tho demand
fiom all parts of the country for **the
Irteseratep and nothing else” has been
incessant during the last twelve months;
and to tns is due tho decision of the
M to 1evive the publ of
the magazine winch experience has
proved occupied the place of st favorite
in the Canadian farm howe.

In launchine: thes fitst number of the
New Series we do so, then, with the com-
forting assmance that it will not go
a-begzimg for fizends, but that st will be
given a warm welecome fiom a majonity
of those into whose bands it shall find its
way. ‘'Phe shght chango in the outward
appearance, to which wo have aliaded,
is rendered necessary by techmieal exi-
gencies, and must not be taken as an
indication of a wido departure from the
lines of work which Massey’s Iircs-
RATED has followed in years gonc by.
Truc, our energies will have a wider
scope than before; 1t must stull beaemen-
bored, however, that we are not a news-
paper, but an illustrated magazune ; and
our efforts will be duected towards
providing in each issuo an abundant
supply of pictorial and hterary matter
of a character that will bo acceptablc to
the community of farmers, both in thewr
professional capacity and as a class who
tako a keen and intelligent interest

1 In Canada,as
elsewhere, the cry for several years has
been **hurd times.” The carly *'nineties”
saw the arvival of one of thoso cycles of
depression which insist upon making
ther appearance two or threo times ina
&eneration,

The visitation was by no means local,
While someo countries, owing to tho
greater stability of ther institutions,
and to other causes, suffered lss than
others, theto 1s not a civilized state on
the four continents that did not feel the
pinch of hard times. In somo cases,
notably Australia and the United States,
the panch became a ventablo squeeze,
which at one timo pressed so heavily on
the commercial and industrial Yo of
those countries as to 1cduce it almost to
astate of utter collapse—certainly to ono
of suspended ammation. With whatavi-
dity a numberof the people of the United
States expressed ther readiness to seek
rebef in the quack nostruns of the freo
silver leaders, 1s ficsh in the memory of
all, Fortunately for the ig Repubhe,
and for commercial interests and good
government the world over, the thinly
verled anarchy which the frvee silver
leaders were advocating, and which was
embraced by many in sheer desperation,
was reduced to a thing of shreds nnd
tatters when election day camo round.

X

Nothing more foicibly illustrates the
greater stabihty of our Canadian insu-
tutions; the more peifect union of all
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