
but the comtrast holds universailly beiwcen the forth that which is evIl -(Maiti. 12; 34,35).
Ljilsc and th 'c truc reformer. The une bc- Christ is flot here tcaching thcology but prac-
gins wiîlî otiiers, the othibe.gins %vith himself. tical religion. IXe dues flot mean to imply
"9Neyer is the niind lems fittcd for self-exam. that anyone is " good " by nature. His laa-
ination than whcn most occupied in detecting guage is popular and hie speaks of the two
ihe faults of others." (Whateley). "i.ç that ,classes of men as they conimonly reveal thera-
rids liimself of the spirit of censoriousness, and selves uutwar¶y. "«The heart of a good man
seeks t0 discerra the good and flot the cvii in is a treasure o good lhings., Divine truelhs,
his ne'glxbor, i8 prepared tu hcelp hinm tu gct spriua stsceptibilities, holy eniotions, dwell
rid of t& evil. I I is ûul the spirit of criticism, thereurichly and abound. Like a wealthy
but the spirit of charity %vhîch is curative." banker, hie bas unly to draw the preclous
(Abbutt>. "Su far froni ail christian rebuke ireasure furîh whenever occasion demnands.Y
bcing bere condenined, ihere is implicitly a (Whedon). Orr the other band the .depraved
conmmand 10 exercise ibis difficuit grace, oniy man has bis treasury of cvii. For of the
at tic right tinie and in the right temper. It abundance of the heart his mouth
is flot tu love, but t0 hale our brother, rînder speaketh-Lit. "out of ti.ai îvilh îvbich the
the plea of charity, 10 refrain froni the exer- heî4rt is overfluwving," s0 that wilh the speak-
cisc of it, wben it is needed." (Trench). ing a partial eniptying, outflow, takes place.

IL. TRERS AN'D Fauîr. 43. For a (Mplyer). But the %vord suggcsts foaming over
good tree bringeth not forth corrupt by seif-increasc. If we cherisîx evil thoughts

'ut, neither doth a corru pt tree bring we will certain1 y bciray tbem in wbaî *we Say
forth good fruit-For a religious teacher and do. But if we tiy tu, îhinl, only what is
ever tu work an y real work of good, the firsi goud and kind and pure our lives will reflect
requirement is thatl he should be known as a our thoughts (Isa. 32: 6; jer. 13: 23; Prov.
faithful doer of the thing hie advocates. 4: 23; 23: 7).
(Spence). The fruits referred tu are nelîher III. ROMK AN SAND. 46. And why
the moral conducl of the teacher, nur his doc- cati ye me Lord, Lord, and do flot the
trines. Tbey are the resulis of bis labors in things which 1 say ?-(Mal. 1: 6; Mail.
others. In vain will a proud man preach 25: 11, 12; Luke 13: 25). Ii is evident from
humilityé or a selfish man, charity. (Godet). tbis heart-stirring appeal of Jesus thatl he had
If yuu would do good, you miust be good. YVou already obtained a larg,. measure of recognition
muist giv.e your own Learl t0 Christ before you froin Uhc people. He ay not have been
have much influence in bringing others lu accepted as the Messiah but lie ivas regarded
him. as a Being of no erdinary power, as a prophet,

44. For every tree is known by bis and probably as One greater than a prophel.
cwn fruiît-This is irue in every way in which (Spence). The connection of thought wvith
the essential characier of the mian may shew the preceding conlexl seenis lu be, "'Do nul
iseif-in doctrines, conduct, and influence on be guilty, in the dispensation nuw cunimencîng,

others. When il ivas stated ibal Hindouism of the saine hyprocrisy as the scribes and phar.
was as good as Cbristianity, Wendeil Phillips isees bave been guilty of in that which is

% p ied, IlIndia is the answer." For of coming tu an end ; they render humage 10

prsmon do flot gather figs, nor cf a jehovah, and ai the saine ie. perpetually
brambIe bush gather they grapes-Lît. iranisgress bis law. Do nul deal wîîh my word
'< do they harvest grape.ciuslers." In Pales- in thit way."1 (Godet). In the corresponding
tine th.e rough hedges of thorns and brambles passage in Matîhew (7: 21) Jçstis expressly
suîxound gardens in which fig trees may Le dlaims tu be Messiah and Supreme Judge.
se%!n completely garlanded witb grape vines. The saine idea is implicd in the verse before
The mosl commun kind of thora in Palestine us.
bears sniall black bernies flot rnlike grapes. 47. Whosoever cometh to me, and
In Matîhew, the figs are cuntrasted wiîh heareth my sayings, and doeth themn, 1
tl.istles. IlThere are three kinds auf works wiII show you to whomn he is like (jas. z:
spoken of ini the New Testament, which iiay 22, 25; John z3: 17).
aIl be iliusirated frum this image: First, good 48. He is like a man which built a
works, when the tree being ni, e good, bears house, and digged deep, and laid the
fruit of the saine character; then dead works, foundation on a rock-Lit. «"He is like a
,such as have a fair outward appearance, but man building a house, whu dug, and kept
are not thc living outgrowth of the renewed deepening, and laid a foundation on the rock."
man-fruit, as it were atîached and fastened IlThe house which a man builds for hiniseif
on froni %ithout, alms given that lhey may be as a secure abode, as a defence and protection,
glonled in, prayers made that lhey may be against wind and weather, signifies the abiding
seen, works such as were must of those uf the and standing before the judgment of God, both
pharisees ; and, lastly, wicked works, %vhtn la lime and elernily." (Stier). The Ilrock "
the corrupt trce bears fruit manifestly of ils is Christ (Ps. 28: 1 ; Isa. 26: 4 ; 1 Cor. 10: 4).
own kind." (Trench). He fotunds bis house on a rock whu, heaning

4.5. A good man out cf the good4 the words of Christ, brings bis heart and life
treasure cf his beart brinZgeth forth that int accordance wvith his expressed will, and is
which is good; and an evii man eut of thus, by failh, in union with ii, founded un
the. evil treasure cf his heart bringeth 1 hlm. (Alford). And when the flood arese,


