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genoral esteem to know that the emerald,
ruby, sapphire and amethyst are almost
the same chomically, or that the emerald
and the aquamarine only differ in color,
the former bemng absolutely pricoless,
winle the Iatter has no delerminate
valne. Pearls only are sold by the
gran.
sold by the ocarat, which weighs four
grains.  Diamonds weighing less than
n carat aro more valuable than rubies,
eapphires, or emeralds of the same
weight. . But all the colored.. stones,
oxcoeding & carat are more valuable
than diamonds, and the difference in
valuo increases very rapidly with in.
crens of s1zey  If a ruby is very perfect,
and of a rich, dark color, it commands
un extravagant price. A fine three-carat
dinmond might be worth from $600 to
$1,0u0, according to quality, while a
perfect three-carat, ruby would find a
purchaser at from 8,000 to $5,000.
Rubies weigling four carats have heen
sold in Eastern cities for $10,000.
Scientific writers class sapphires and
rubies simply as sapphires. The red
sapphire is & ruby, and the blue ruby a
sapphire. "The pregsent demand for
fine rubies exceedsthe supply. It is
not exactly known where those came
from ~which nre now finding their way
into the market, but it is presumed
that many are taken from old orna-
ments in family collactions. Sapphires

All other precious stones aro)
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THE S8PIRAL STUD.

Who has not been s martyr to its
damned inquisitivoness ?

We sae that there is a new shirt stud
invented, which goos through a gimlet
hole in a shirt bosom, in secctions, and
snaps together, leaving the nnder side
smooth, so that there i8 no raw selvage
to stick into a man's vital parts, the way
thore is in the old apiral stud, and we
look forward to the happy future when
we.can buy, 0,86} of _the.new.* Payoxite.”
studs,.and-give the old spiral studs to the
poor, who have no feelings to be lacer-
ated. Wao bave thonght for years, that
the government ought to call in the old
spiral shirt-stud and issue a new kind,
with coupons that will go together with a
snap, but nobody has scemed to think
the government ought to take the respon-
sibility., The man who has invented
the new stud should be placed on the
| pension roll with the man who invented
the Colograph and the India rubber baby
olothes. For a hundred years the spiral
shivt.stud that scrows in has held the
stomach of a man in its grasp, and has
made sore spots on him, when all should
be sunshine, and so forth. It is said that
women share our joys and our sorrows.
Thismay.be-so, to ,9.«certnin extent; and
they may suffer some, but they don't
know anything about the horrors of the
spiral shirt-stud. Many men go down to

are very rare and scarcely less valuable | their graves and never complain, who

erf course, & man will stand & guod denl,

!

and not complain, ‘under such ociroum-
stances, but if the woman in the ense, or
on tho shirt-bosom rather, will look up
into his fond eycs, sho will find there,
besides a look of satisfaction and don't-
get up-on-my-account oxproession, & far
away penetrating look, as though his soul
was on fire, or he had been eating cucum.
bers. \Women can have no idea of the
enorifico man makes, in such oases, and
they should not be surprised if hoe faints
Awsy.. Other things in the world may
-censo, but-the boring of the spiral ctud
never conses. Weo hiave known a preacher
to got a vacalion of six months, with n
trip abroad, because he looked sick, when
all in the world that ailed him was spiral
shirt-studs boring into him, though in
this instonce there was no fcmale head
acting as a screw driver to drive them in.
He would preach a sermon on faith, aud
look sick, as the studs went into him, and
the congregation would pity him, think
it was his liver, and raise money enough
to send him all over the world. Ob, the
spiral stud has done much to demoralize
the worid and it should be suppressed.—
Burlington Hawkeyo.
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GOLD NUGGET SWINDLERS.

“Why, you've been swindled, man!
That ien't gold quariz. You can't fool
wme on mineral; I've.cecn foo much of the
glittering truck to be caught on such a

than rubies. They mnke an exquisiteihave had their lives made wiserable by!deal as that. Wouldn't have believed it
appearance, properly arranged, and spiral shirt-studs. No man ¢an be oheey- | of you, Charley!” and the speaker leaned
having small diswonds as foils. Thoy ful, full of fun and frivolity, and keep o up against the Windsor hotel counter
aro apt to show a dull color at night, | coOpPaBy ina ror of laughter, when licis | with & look of painful disgust spreading
and those are consequently most Bough“constnntly reminded that three golt}en;over his features. You could have told
after which sparkle by gaslight. Large corksorews are gently but firmly enfering , he was a miner by the rncouth cut of his
and perfect stones are of fabulous value. | bis body from three different pluces, that, olothes, the looseness of his wide, soft
The Baroness Burdett-Coutts has a fine | three different shows are getting in thcirihat, and the unkempt condition of his
sapphire corsidered worth 5160'000."\701'1: under one canvass at one price of, whiskers. The companion wkom he
Sapphires and omeralds ure rarely set | admission. It is asking two much to, addressed as Charley wae an inoftensive-
alone, but with smaller stones, common- | expect & man to be entertaining when  looking sort of a city chap, one of your
}!’; t?mrl:atl)il:zg.s' Efé:gt tg;?::légmrargeag;{ j three artesian wells ure being sunk into, young men. who has seeu a great deal of
agreed as fo whether the sapphire or | bi8 person atonce. Women do not mean  life, but not enough of its wiles, perhaps.
the emerald isthe moro valuable, butjto be cruel, and to cause unnccessary , Ho turned up the ends of his mustache
the last, perhaps, maintains a greater, pains to man, but if they knew how they , ambitionsly with one hand as ho looked
popularity. Its value increases rapidly gend the quiveriug arrows to his very | ab the speaker in evident amaze-

with its size. The wife of a railroad

king purchased a fine ten-carat cmerald
a dozen years ago-for $5,000, which is
now worth probably $20,000.
worn in & ring as a solitaire, and needs
no foil to enhance its extraordinary
besuty. ‘There are said to be many
rubigs and emeralds in the city worthi
lr’oxp $2,000 to $5,000, or even move,
which are in the possession of connois-
sears.— Exchange.

It is

sowl, n three places, they would be care-, ment. His other hand held s large piece
ful how they throw their heads on men's | of quariz, scemingly as rich as that which
shirt-bosoms and root around to find an  has given the Bowen mine its notoriety.
easy place to lay. No doubtmasny of our * Don't say that, ancle,” he said, mor-
hearers have noticed that men shrink  vously, rolling the quartz from side to
from them when they lay their darling |side, ¢ that specimen.cost me $u0, and 1
little heads on’his brenst and have thought | thought I was getting a good bargain,
the man was shocked at their actions.'ihen." “ Well, you can bet that I'm
i It is not that.. Itis thospiral shirt-sind. !;-ight," replied the uacle, with a harsh




