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.BY THE WAY.
%Vitt'N aId timiers in variaus departnîents of the elec-

trical business get together, tlîey arc apt to indîtîge in
reminiiscenices (if an inicreting character. The aId
telegrapli mil hy way of illu'.trating the rcsourcefulness
of tîe pioneers, will tell blow a stove pipe wvas once utilized
ta make cotntact betwccn the ends of a broken wire
when tiotbing bcttcr adaptcd ta the purpose was in
sight, and hast' to everhady's surprise it did its duty
nobly anîd svcll. Atiotîter will describe the first ini-
sîtlated ofice svire as baving a covering af hemp and
red se:îlitîg wax. At this point tbe clectrie lighit man
will probalhly start in ta prove that expensive insulation
ks tot as~ necessary for the prevention of fires as it ks
sîtpposed b hbe. By> way of experiment he once put up
a tititmber of 52 volt incandescent lamps on bare wires
placed in contact with wvood, then turned on the hase
and na ilire rcsulted. Tite clectric light mani believes,
and there apspears to be grouind for bis opinion, that the
fire underwriters' regulations gaverning the method of
wirinig, shoîtld take the voltage int accouint. Hec aiso
thinks th;tt it should be nmade permissible if nat coin-
pîtlsory, as in England, ta grouind secondary wires, ta
prevent troutble front contact. These and many other
subjects of eqîtal inlcrcst engage the attentiotn af the
oid timners wbieîî hy chance tbéy nîcet.
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1AN- odd institution that lias lately comle ur.der my
notice," said a friend af mine the other day, «" is the
railway, twelvc miles in length, between Grenville and
Carillon on thc Ottawa river. This railway ks em ploy-
cd for the transport of passengers and baggage caming
bv steamer front Mantreal ta Ottawa and vice versa.
Tite train, whicb consists of a locomotive and one car,
makes onîy ane trip per day, leaving Carillon on the ar-
rival of the boat froin Montreal, and on the return,
leaving Grenville on arrivaI of the steamer frram Ottawa.
Tiîte line tns through fields some distance front the
river. The roadbed and rails cannot be seen except at
close range, bcing overgrawn with grass. At a glance
the engine is sceni ta be an aid timer and probably will
flot stand a pressure of more than 30 ta 40 pounids.
Il looks vcrýy like tlie first locomotive put into service
on the old Nartherni Raiîway, and which I understand1

was btîilt ai Good's fésundry on Queen street, Taronto.
An old gentleman, grcy haired and grey bearded, at-
tircd in a long black coat, white tic and higli collar,
and prcscntitlg tîte appearance af a sttperannuated
Methiodist preacher, occupies the dual position of con-
ductor and brakemnan. Notwitbstanding his antiquated
appearance. hawcvcr, hie semed ta bc rather more than
îtp-to-datc in bis movemcnts, for on the svbistle souind-
ing 'down brakes,' lic rcsponded sa quickly that the loco-
mnotive and car wcre brottght t oa stop some distancebefore
the platfarmi wvli docs duty as a station, svas reached,
and the train liad conscquentîy ta be started up again ta
reacli its destination." In concluding bis description,
miv frienci reiliarked that the oid conidutor must have a
great task on bis lîands iti mn.king op bis daily retîtrns
for the railway Comnpany.
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TtuF cîccîrical situation at Ottawa is at present an
iintereting onc. Specuilatian is hciîg indulged as ta
the ottîcanie of the efforts whicli are being made ta
sîtbjcct ta t:anpetitiuîn the Oct.Awa Elcctric Company,
whichi utail nawt bas furnishcd the entire supply af cc-
tricity for public and private purposes. Trhe Deschene

Electric Ca., which failed ta secuire a franchise, has
gained an entrance te the city over government pra-
perty alangside the canal, in retursi far lighting the
canal. Thus far the company are lighiting anly ane or
two af the large buildings, and il seems doubtful
whether they will becomie an important factor in the
situation, as they are not allowed the use of the streets.
The Nietrapolitan Electric Companv lias been organized
and bas abtaitied a franchise tram the cauincil, ta
titilize a water power seven miles distant ta generate
and transmit electricity for liglit and powver to the city.
This enterprise involves the canstruction of a canal at
considerable cost. Tite company are doing some pre-
liminary work in thie noighborhood of the wvater powver,
but it ks said are expcricncing difficulty in getting the
requisite capital subscribed. The opinion is expresscd
in Ottawa, that the canipany would prefer ta self out ta
the Ottawa Electric Co., if the -xay should open up far
satisfactory ilegatiations. It is also rcparted that the
Ottawa El1ectric Company have an option upon an
equally good dCater power situated two or three miles
nearer the city. Pcerhaps the best available wvater
power is ane situatcd an the Ottawa river, about 35
miles Above Ottawa. Here a natural dam is formed by
several isiands with narraw spaces between. This
power, wbich is the property of the Quebcc gavernment
wvas recently offered far sale by auiction. A condition
was that the purchaser must expend the suai of $3 oo,.
oo upan development wark, wbich had the effect
of preventing offers. The fact that Nature bas
left s0 little ta be dane for the develapment af this
power, should have prevented the insertian af such a
candition. There are numeraus water falîs an the
Gatineau, but the turbulencv af that stream is sucb that
the still water necessary ta the avoidance of anchar ice,
prevents their utilization Car clectrical purposes.

SPARKS.
Tite' power btouse of th Canada Eiectric I.igit Co., at An.

liert-.1, N. S.. wa% partiaiiy destroyed b>' fire on% Septeinbcr ttilà.
Tite Ios is beIieved to be covered b insîtsrance. N. A. Rhtodes
andi D. W. Robb are mnibers of litse cornpanly.

A's a resuit of recent labor troubles iti connccuion with lthe
oipcr..ion af lte stirccî raiway ai London, Ont., the cotincil is
said t0 bc cots.tderitîg lise purcitase of tc %trect rtiia) îuroîiny
and il,, operatiait by Ille city a% lise bcsl incans of puttig ant end
Co cte prcenet utiortttttate cordition of affairs. Fi tce event of
Iscing ouaie to buy ont the existing conipany, a rival rondi is
,pollen of.

Application h..q been made to lise Ontario goverrnent for the
inîcorporation ofthe P>ort Stanley Electrie Railway Comtpany, ro
contrttct ani ectric railroad front port Statnley la St. Tihomas
and i.ondon. The road, il is titoîtght, couid bc construcled and
eqlttdlpcd nt atl outiay ai a quarter oa mtillion dollar%. Tite pra-
:ttoies~ tir lite %cliente are lise London and lPort Stanley Gravel
Rond Comnpany, who taik of itavttg tce rond conîleied by 2M1ay,
z4ti tXt.

News Ita. cot to btand of lthe dtuttdcr ditrcssing circutm-
'.neof.%fr. W. A. M. Pollock, eiectricians at Ilte cicîrie ligit

%tion ai 'Miinonir. Ont. Dccascd was cngaiged i rubbing
po'wdered resit, an a revolving puiicy to kcc1îli te beit front
sitilpittg, and was standing in a narrocw Npace il lite etd of if.
islg. iiy saic asis ; rigit arni was catgit in Ilte beit, and
lie was titrown itead forcrnast betweett lite puiiey and lite bridge.
tree. lic wa!s carricd liaf way rotund tite pîtiiey and Ntt'.pctîde(l
liad dawn, being wcdged in lte narrow ive itncite% tif spacc bc.
twecn the pulicy and Iltc brittge-trc. Wicn txtricatcýd it was
foutnd sisal lite amni ai Ilte dccased litit beeti wrenebed off at
lite ci)bw, and tha ie had rcccied oltcer seriou% injutrie%
Meical at,tance Wa't aI once pirocttrcd. bîtt NIr. Pollock
sttccumbcd ta ii injuries in icss lisit itrec itours.. llccced wat
rcspected and weii kttown resident af Aimante, and Iclaves itîrce
smail ebjidren. lie had been enîpioyed by the Aimonte Eicîric
Light Cotmpany for Ihirtren years..
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