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people who hall luet the ntu,vle&lge of the true Gail, andt in Illte blin-item4

ci- iticir-minil--he lîiet.- wî~aq in them being irknem4-wcrc- wanîier-

ing helpiessiy in the dark fitlis -of rc'iigiqtîî fiction, and eif.cr<'atinz

the more horrible andi the derper pitfdiis Enta whtciî thcy pltinc,,d.
(Ta l'e contintied.)
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WVe concludeti our lat piper by citating tuiaititirteen ininisters andi two

eiders itau protesteti ngainst te Synaul of Perthl S tirling. in iniing,

hy a niajority of six votes, thât Mr. fl'r.4kitîe wao4 ceniurable fur rxipre-

sions employed iii blé sermon.
WVe proceed to notice thit ont>' seven of tlir!-c miistqers appearcd il

the Rame Synoil, wlten il m'-t at Stirling, in AlirUl. 1733. Ilre tli< -give

their -c~î rdistl i ttitglîit powerfai andi catîclit,îve, did flot,

Ilowevcr, iniace the Synod te depart froin t ue coutrse theny liait content-

1 lottl, whiclb was, ta insist, titat uttiets Mr. Erskinc malle soine acknaw-
icuigment of hiving expressiti itimef iinproperiy lit bis sermon, lie siouid-

tee rebuked-at titeir kir. To titis Mr. Erskine cauid flot stitit, linr ennil
le con*cieintiausiy retract any tlting ho liait saii; :Ini wlin called- by tule
Mtîderator ta receive the rebuke,iîj de.-lared lits adhterence ta !il,& pratest,
ait he was iicnc*oi of living dlotnc or saiti any îiîng whtîci inadeichnn
justly-litibie ta censure.

When at-Iettgth, in May, 1433, thîe enerâtiAssenbly met, oîiy titree of
the Protesters appeareil, as -aduîering ta Mýr.-Era-kine, -nameiy :-Mýessrs.
WViliama Wiison.Aiexander Moncriefand James Fislier. Tirea:Iîers @eem

ta have tiouglt tieyhall ifficientiy exanerated titeniselves by «imipiy pra.
teàting, withnut any p2rticuiar tunxiety or design ta carry tuie-mater tir-
tller. Et wa3 oterwisc with tire tiîree who weîîî forward. i':îiey clin-
,,itered Mr. Erskine's cau8e their-own-or rallher they considereil il lte
cause of Christ-as h -ais-treqliy w.îs-ta wiîicl ail the faitirul sblild-ai.
itere; but-ta which so inany of tle" . brethren werc indifferent or opposed.
Thcre werc nat a few in titis Asseibiy, wita were. go far keft ta thent.
peiî'ec, as ta treat this ma2tier-wiîb contemnpt andi> idicule-sa depiorably

corrtipted andi degraded-wais the Church oi Scotianti ai itis period.
Mr. Erskine îtppeared ai the lier of titis Assentbiy witi two ailvocates.

lie alerne of the four breîhren was heard in support of his appeai ; anti he

derendeti himseit «I in a document which, for pointeil breviîy oi mtaternent,

triunnphiaa: argumîent, clear elucitiation -o greai principie.4, respectfail ail-

<loess,-combined wiîh-independence or feeling. deserves ta be rinketi
atniong te mast valuabie ecciesiastical docutments of the age.» (ilistori-
cal Sketch by-Dr. Tioînon.) Ilis three frienda insiètetl on -being aise

heurd by the Awsmbiy. Blut for -reasons not tnntioned, titis priviiege,
whicla equity and citristian courtesy requireil, was rerused.

Ilt a sait! ibat, on titis occ:uian, wtîien titese breilîren were pleauiing in

vain ta be hearti, by reatiin.- piliers they liail prepareil ii titeir awn die-

feoce, a iay member, connecteil withi tue Argyle famiiy, bltntiy excla*.m-
rd-- Moderator, canni tese men wha cao thutîder '.eul attd damnation
froi tle puipit-far anhour,- tell us in a few words wiîtt the-,, :ouid-be-
nt." Oi thiis, Mr. Wilson, ever bld, wheo necessary, ia thc iefence of
truth-and piety, rose andl deciareil that titeirs was flot the cause of Mr.
Erskiné naerely, but of the witole Clurch,--tlîat the Assembly, and1 flot
they, were @,ubverling the Eccleiliastical consitiîîioni-îliat the present
nspect-of the times, so threaîening ta the interests of citrigtiaaity. shouid
serve-ta rou-e every minisler tea ctive vrai iii ciîecking error andi corrup-
tien, andi in seekiag the-puriiy, peuce, and -prosperity of tue Churcl. In

conciuiig, le-t&trneti ta lte last-speaker-and sai-He coull flotait-
clown without-adverting ta the profane language wîicb biait bcen rasiiiy

emiplayeti by the-persan cf bigh rank-langunge whicia was nlot anly 'murt_

ta bc-otlered any where, especially ini this venerable Assemnbly, bat witiciî
wis qutite unworthy of a descendant cf thai illusteiaus noblenian wiîo died-

a martyr, seventy years aga, ta -the -civil-anti religions liberties of bis

country, andi in tue defence of the very cause which lMe. Erskine nod-tbey-
scere aaw supporting."1 Thtis -remonstrance is said ta have bac! a powerfal
effeci ain tha se who iteard it, and in part.ular-ta have put thc Argyle- te-

presqntative to the-bltth.

Doit hmw <lii the Aý"ettîll contluct anti iltiunine 11<14 grent cau-W 1-
llow chef iliy uîraeil with tisse "Intrrepiti and o.iiIî fini f tue L.ord
J1rît'. wvho wrre prepareti t ici or nt lr xny iîinttîrallier tin tlit hus

irystttilie etitat il. or iluai tiîev *iliit ginclt front tule iieitarut' ri
thitet spîriturcl ditties ? Wtîtot i ail w'rttring into Itle iteritsq of iii'
cauise, ls tuait ofetitenccti nti pure tr'int.anti into the-varloît
prtnctjllo andi conetpteittes wviclî it fittvave<l-witbnîtît ivn yweight
to M.r. Erskinr»'s tnwrris .a the nllegel eaîirep-ionsç lai Ili sertnon. wiic

iiid ore.tsîn~lit h nrae'ý«a, nay. evrît condemnitt the-c nrtser.-witlt-
out nllawiug 'M. mmr. bV!isoit anti Mmi"rieff ta Fiaie their rceusn of tl!4-
pent, tir Mr. Fi-lirr ina qetttitha4 of ajpefal. andi ht -ta ierenti their con-
(ilet Ilt circ t tttaces wltere it ticemei mot reasonnîle Andi neces-a'y
tiit t îiiy tilittuiti havc lid ap-potittitv ai ioitîq sothie Aqnemiy preci.
pttatciy nflirîtii te senîtence af ite S.ýynoul of Perth andI Stirling. Ior
rebitking Mr. Er.-kite, aîîd mppointed loin ta be rebîthet ai their 0%%
bcir.

Wlsren tIe decisiati was- jiseil, Mr. rmkne gave tn a îîrotestnitiao
ngaittst Et, te wiivii liEi titrer itretîren eili.cribcd- titeir nqdherence -anti
fratît titis periotît ese four breitren were riil eqitily itîvoiveti antiinter-
este in titis great colise.

To retider aur narrative miore initelligent te ,,erFonq in tii rentele Pro-
vince, it fi u'ropcr ta prescut a coîty of titis protestatioii andi a(iiteretîc.-
The follawiîîg is *ta tcnar r-

.Althougli -1 btave a very great anti dutifît regard ta the JudieAtories
of tii Cliurli, ta whini 1 awn îny sitijectiîît ici the Lard, yet, in respiect,
the Asqembiy have foîtoî tîte centstraie,.tnt litve tenderei a rebtike and
admnnititi) ta nie, fortîtings Y cnnceive ageaii unto, andi fainidet on,
the Word of Gai!, anti 01Er ippraven standards ;I fin4i uttyçeli oitligeti ta
lîraîe.qt agatitt tIe soit] censture, ns intuoriin2 that-I have, iii îtîy dactrit,
.it the opettinz-nf the S3yao: of Pertht, October last, uiepartril frdni tite
wvord of Goui n-id UiC afreatil tittitiartlis; anti lit1 I t ali bie at liberty to
preaci the-onme tritm ai Gai, anti t e.4tfy ngiinst tue caime, or like de-
lectians af titis Chturcli, upon ail proper occa'itons. AndI 1 la herrhy ad:-
iere uit tue te5%Iititqlies 1 have formerly emitteil againat the Act of As.
seimîbiv, 1732, wlicîiter it Rte protest cnterred xtinaîmiit El, t opent Asetn-
Iiy, or yet ici tny Synodienu remniai-erâvitig titis nîy pratesi andu deea

ration ta le însertci n lte records of tue dLssetibly, atiita I-may le
niitwed extrtictq tecof.

141À Nuy, 1733. EtirsEZxR Entsuîl"tl

,« '<e, the unuler-suhaerihlag iiistqerq. ds3enters front te sentence -of

lthe Synoil of P>erthi anti Stirling, dn terrby- ndhere ta the above protesta-
ttien anti deciaration, cntîtoninng a- tcstiîncny ngaitis tlle Act of Assemn-
hly,_1732, and nsserting oîtr priviiege rant duty ta tecqtify jîubliîcy aglin-at
the saine, or uike dtfcctiotîs, upon ill proper occasions.

%VLLAM NV1LWON

"1, Mr. laines Fishcr, otinister ai Niticiaven, appeibant agititt thte
sentenîce of tle Synotl of Perth in this questiont, aithaugiî the Coininiîtee
of Bilis <id flot- think fit ta transftit îny reasons of appeai,-fitîid myfeif
oligeti ta aihere unta Ille aforcsaid protestation andi deciaration.

Jàmxs Fisuta.:'
0f ibis protestation-and ailterence, though itidicatîve ôf respect Io-the

Court, as well as faithfulnccu ta Citritt, no ntînice was ai finit takten. Tue
Asscnaly proceedeti wiim otizer buines; ail the matter might have
resteti here for ever, but for ait incidentt reluted- by the Reverettd Aadrew
GiI of Edialcurgit, of wiiici lie wms an eye.witness-an incident which
shows how scinule Itle optrations cf Providence -are, andi an whet slight.
andi apparentiy fortuitous cîrcumsitanccs, the mosi important events often
ilepcnd. The-paper itappeneti ta alide-ver tite table, on wich it hail
beeti laid by the- four Ireîbren. "« I titis -canjuncture, a nàtoîster, who
-ias siîîing beside the-table, gai up tue palier-, anti iiving looked ovèe it,
wvitiî ail evident- kindling- ia lus-countenance, lie-ltasoateiy caiied out
for the uAssembly-ta stop, tilt they shouiti cansitler te insufferahle-in-icul
whicb lie reckoned scas conîmitteti upan item in- that piper." (Gtl's

fl~ly) On tibis repre.4enlatton, tleir curiosity mnd indignation were
roused: the paper.was orilerd ta lie reand, ande reati accordingiy.

TImmediateiy. a summons wum ilisucil, citng the bretîren ta appear nezt
day. Thtis was quite-unexpecteil. They suppoed- the matter-was avec,

1852.]


