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& way by which the union of the Preebyterian and the l‘mm‘l Presbyte-
nian Churches in Canada may be etfected on a scuptutas baes!

Tt may not be imprapet to stawc, .n the owtset, that fmbeatance and the |

exervise of & large-lieatied chanty ate mutually neceoary. 'I‘Iu: tecent
care, for cxample, of the Presbytenan Chutch Synod and the Llev. De.

Ferner, is one of 1hose untowanl events that tend« to awaken old jeaie |

ousies, and to embitter fechngs, ‘I'his unhappy case—nnhiappy only for
the ccclestastical teputation of ous fahier and hrethiren of the Free Churel
~has certanly crented & large increase of captal to those ot the Free
Church populanion, who trade * tn the snfidelity that lurhs an the princis
ples and practice of the United Presbyterian Chureh”

We can afford to sinile at the charge.  Wath futded anna and a cone
rciousness of the satety afforded by mnocenee, we can siand and look on,
while the hurricane of words parscs by, and leaves ne unsea hed.

Charges, however, whether of wn openly displayed, or on masdously

lurking nfidelity are usually esteemed grave. In the present case they
are merely ludicrous, We spusn the vile thing fum us wab supreme
contemp*. It dacs not apply toae  We adk for the prouf.  Whete 10
it? Isit to be found in the case of Dr. Ferrier, as it hae agam and atamn
heen said by our Fece Church brethren . Unsubstannated chargeae. aee
or later recoil on the head of ahe conard, or the tash calumuiator,  Again
we demand proof. When given, we shall not shtnk from facing it

We have carefully cxamne2 e udicial evudence in the eace of the !
Free Church Synod and 1. Fesner, and the cxnn)mluc{:ﬂ satements pube

hiched by parties,—in the shape of pamphiets by Dr. Feerier, and letters
by the Rev, Me. Siark and Dr. Burns,—leiters in every ecnee, repiehen-
sible and unworthy of the pen of Ministers of the Gospel of the Hon of

od, and Fathers in the Church of Christ.  But in no part of the case,
nor ite adjuncts, do we find erther, * the fidelity that lurks in the prnct-
ples and practice of the Umted Presbytenan Church,” nor * the heresies”
with which, of late, we liave been eo freely and fully ehn.rgml. Nor do

or
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c1sca percccuted unio death, and when oihers had tnals of cruel mock«
mg<, and RINRS, Yea, t, of bunds ar nts, or had
o "l\\auder in descits and 10 morniung, and in dens and caves of the
anh”

Suth were the peoleus and Loody days when many lived whoee me-

mrly it dear 10 us, and who sha i be had i evenasting temembeance by
Guod.

Giibeet Wilsun, the 3.2 ject of thia notiee, was the propuetor of a smatl
est te near Dalry, in Ayishiee, Scatland.  He was boin in the year 1644
and, of couree, iad not reached majorty when the persecution was begun
on the testoration of Charies 1L But, before that penod, he had been
bre ol onder eenous impresavne, and was a decided and zealons Pees-
Yyt e When a youth ie beesme acquamted with that celebeated
martye, the Rev. James Gi thne, of Sutling, whoee adopted davghiter, fae
'+ hia Ramsay, of Shieldlull, of excelient inemoty, amd of whom we have
many thugs 16 wote, he alierwards mnrued. I e supposed that tins
was the young man selated 10 s dic foivwing  anccdote, related 1n
conncction with the manyndom of that di-ioguished muaster, which, as
is kuown, 100k place on the tirst of June, 1661 .=

1o accosdance walithe sentence against Mr. Guthne, his head was,
afier Jus execution, zevered fiom s body, and fixed on the Nethetbow,
Edwbuigh.  The body of the mastyr wae put into a ¢fin and carried
into the Ol Kk aisle, whete st wan decently prepated fur mterment by
a number of Ladies ot lighy vespectabibity. White thus employed, a gen-
weel young mao approached, and poured on the body a phial of nich pere
famne, the odong of which filied the whole chuich,” On observing this,
one of the Jadies exclumed * God bless you, Sir, for this labout of love
slhich you have shown to the slan budy of & fervant of Jesus Chist e
‘The young man, withvut epeaking a word, made a luw how and relired.

When Mt Wilcon teached manhond he openly wentified hunself with
the perrecuted remnant, and when, on the death of fus father, he became
of the fumly estate, bie gave shedier and entetanmient, as his

we find in this miscrable case, 8 single d
principle,

Qur opinion of the whole :ase is, that it 18 mezely a huwe conglomesa-
tion of blunders . yecel | law, peep " by the supreme

prof

father had done before hun, to inany of the Presbytcrian ministers, who

had been dhaven from tharr famiies and their flocks,  Tu consequence he

was mrhed out by the dingoons and other agents of the existing tyrans
1 ol

coitrt of the Presbyterian Chureh in Conada—of at o
individual domination, and clerical and lay subsctviency, beautitully
opposed 1o the doctume of Presbytenan patity~=of pamfully perused
i of published judicial del drawn up not wath that sune
plicity which ever nught to charactenze documents drawn up and anc-
tioned by & Court constituted in the name of the Lotd Jesus Christ, but
with that disingenuousness—the power wluch gves falsehood the seme
blance of truth—which develops itself in & power 10 mysufy the subyect,
and produces on the mind of the rcader who forms s opion of the
merits of the case on these published documents, & false and a party
impression, Besides these things, this miserable case, 1n our apinton, is a
blunder wlich, as a natural sequence, denudes a_member of the supreme
court of nights and privileges which the law and usages of Presbytenar,.
ism have stamped as bemny indestruciive as long as inembership eamts,
'he sooner this case 1s conugaed to oblivion, the better 1t will be for
the name and usefulness of the Free Church in Canada,  {t1s a disgrace.
ful affare for them ; butat ! for di prine
ciple. Itis the effect of mere fechngs brought up to the boushng pomt by
the heat of individual hi It embodies not that which we are
seeking for, viz.,—the distinctive principles that keep she Preshyterian
and the United Presbytersan Churches in Canada in astate of separation,
Wil any of the fathers or brethren of that Church enhghten us on that
subject, and tell us why these sister churches nre not amaigamated 1

Paxexiay, August, 1851,

(FOR THR CANADIAN PRESRYTERIAN MAGAZINE.)
BRIEF NOTICE OF GILBERT WILSON,

How different are tlie times in which we live from those of the seven.
teenth century, when many of our forefathers in Britan and Ireland were
persecuted for righteousness’ sake! We have etill, indecd, in somne cire
cles, we regret 10 find, the remains of those intolerant principles which, n
former ages, subjected many of the friends of Christ to oppreesion and
violence, and often to bani-hment and death.  But they have uot sirength
now to be reduced to practice by those who hold them, or even to cause
the slightest alarm to those who exercise the birth-right privilege of think-
ing for themselves in matters of religion. ‘I'he time was when the civil
rulers claimed to be supreme judges in the doctnines of christramity, which
were 1o be believed by their subjects, and when those who dared to take
their religion from the Word of God, and to dismi-s the right of civil au-
thorities to intermeddle with matters of christian faith and practice, werc
exposed to the cruclties of persecution. Now, however, ir the gracious
providence of God, men are permitted, without molestation, to worship
God ding 10 their i ; end, although, tome churclies cone
tinue to cherish sentiments which would permit the rights of conscience
to be interfered with, and especially still cling, intheory or practice, to the
antichristian Frinciple of a civil establishment of religion which has been
the source of all persecution; yet the views of general society are so
much changed on this point, that, in a spiritual eense, it may be said that
now *every one sits under his own vine and under his own fig tree, hav-
ing none to make him afraid.”

at it is profitable for us to remember that scarcely two hundred years
have elapsed since our godly ancestors, in the father-lands, were in many

meal governtent,” ae a suyy and one on whom it would
be necessary to vent sherr vengeance, that by anflicting thesr cruelues
they eught fnghten b 110 subumesion, or, fauing 1a tins, anght put him
to death.  Afier the battte of Bothwell Badge, some of the survivors of
the Covenanting praty excaped to hus house and were concealed by him
from their enenues. Tlis being known, slthough Mr. Gilbert Wilson
was not at the battle, he was closely identified wih the party, and was
nut only declated an vutlaw, but lus apprehension was eagerly sought by
Iua cnenues. O this account he found it necessary to quit his habitation
and to conceal himeelf in a cave in the Mearn's Moor, at some dietance.
In tlvs dreaty mtuation he epent a whole winter, employing himeelf
cluefly m reading, mecitavon ond prayer,  Duning this tedious seaton of
ecclusian and puvauon, away from those who were dear to him, he was
regulaily supplicd with food by a young woman of the name of Margaret
Glass, lus servant, the tine of whose coning he knew by a large silver
watch of antquated form, which he wore.®  When the savage vigilance
of lus enetnies hiad neatly detected dus huding place, and when b2 found it
dangerous to femaiu 1 bis nauve countiy, e cinbraced an opportumity of
sahirg 1o Llolland, (then an asylum for the persccuted) along with some
mnivers and prvate chrigtians.  There he lived for several years, supe *
{mmn: himeelf by his own industrious acuvity, corresponding as often as
he could with beloved friends in Scotland, and when st length, i the
gracious providence of God, the remarkable Brutish Revolution took place
in 1683, he returned in the train of the illostrious William, Prince of
Orange, who was now called to the Throne of Great Britain.

In the meantune, however, whilst exiled on the continent, his estate
had Leen confizcated, and all bis moveable propesty sold at the Crose of
Glasgow  On reaching Scotland his endeavours to recover his 8-
sions were unsuccessful: but on applying to the King, who had taken an
mterest in lim, and had entezed with condescending sympathy into his
circufns:;mces. he hiad the promise of some compensation for the loss he
sustained,

It was during this interval that his marriage with Miss Labella Ram-
say, daughter of James Rameay, Esq., of Shiethill, was corcummated,—
With thus lady he had been acquainted for many years, but their earher
union had been prevented by the calamities of the late pereecation,
which had so long raged, and in many instances, as in this, had separated
chicf fiends.  On account of her adherence to the Presbyterian religion,
Miss Rameay had been, at an early period of her hfe, disinhesited by her
father,—a bigoted Episcopalian, and a proud and determined Jacohite, In
conscquence she had taken up her abode in the family of her uncle, the
Rev. James Guthrie, of Stitling, and by him, and her aunt, Mrs. Guthrie,
was adopted as a daughier,

After his marriage 1o this excellent lady, Mr. Gilbert Wilson lived in
Glasgow, ing some i of Gi ment, which he had been
led to expect.  Winlst in that city, on the 9th of November, 1690, the
only son and child of these worthy parents was born. They named him
William, in honour of the King, through whom, in the gracious provi-
dence of God, the glorious Revolution had been recently achieved.

Soon after this Mr. Gilbert Wilson received the sppointment ta be
Comptroller of the Customs 1n Greenock, and went 10 that place, where

® This waltch reached the present generation, but was literally worn
ot t with age when the writer taw it.



