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rightr -usness, hiave possibly beentempted
by the lust of the eye-and Iusb whien
it hias conctived bias broughit àc 4't sin-
the .sacrificu of principlh. being secti.ingly
so trifing as flot to sutjcct to the
strietures of the ino-it moral coin-
ivîity, or exclude frorn the communion

of the inost puritanical Chîristian Chutrchi.
lIn eaeh of these cases whien duty de-
manded, wvhen conscience ap)provedl, vhen
the eall of God was positive, the "«riglit
hand " wvas not eut off; the " right eye"
was not plucked out, tii-. IlIsaac " vas
flot offered up.

And the creed makers of Christendom
have corne up to these trials-have seen
these teniptations, and have not-con-
quered. What more natural tholn that
these failures should ho formulated in
the ereeds of their creation ? What
more likely than that these failures
should be used to even make Christianity
seem to limp.

Men refuse Lo ««tread the wvine press,"j
and yet profoss to be Christians. Whiat
is Christianity ? What is it that con-
stitutes the essence of Christianity? Is
it to fail at these supremo tests of life ?
Did Jesus tread the wine press alone
and fail ? Are we to fail, though He
succeeded, and yot it be true that as H1e
was so are we in this world ? There
must have been some divine mnethoci of
succeeding fir Him wvhich is not open
for us. Jesus must h-ie been wrapped
in some divine afflatus-sorne mystical
forma of divinity of birth-that caused
Him to differ so much frorn us, His fol-
lowers, that whi!e ià was possible for
Hlm to walk as neyer man had walked
Up to that day, tempted in ail points like
as we are yet without sin, yet it is im-
possible for us so to walk.

Jesus, a man, bone of our bono, flesh
of our flesh, inade use of the following
words, IlI and the Father are one.
How can the huilian and the divine be
united on this earth ? To that, this eau
be said, (IBlow can man cry I'Abba
Father? "' Must it be by "«immaculate
conception," by actual Ildivinity" as God
is divine ? These are questions that
our ereed makers and ereed defenders
may earefully consider.

Man must either be as God is, or as
Jesus was. If lie is as God is, then hie

is divine. Il lie is as Jesus was, thoen it
inust bo in some adtual, positive way that
this must ho so. If I amn as Jesus wvas,
thoni the relation betwveen mY huinanity
and divinity inust of necessity be the
saine as betweeîî Jesus' lîumanity and
divinity. Positively tiiere can be no
difference. If tiiere be a difference, thon
just as positivoly I arn not as He was in
this wvorld. lis it flot just possible tlîat
the popular idea, of the immaculate con-
ception of JTesus Christ may be a nîyth
-a tradition that bias crept into our
beliefs?

And it does not follow tlîat because of
the mytlîical eharacter of the divinity
with whieli tradition may have wrapped
the person of Jesus-weaving this tra-
ditiorial divinity into Seripture, it may
be-it does not follow that Jesus may ho
any the less the Son of God. When
baptized wvith the Holy Ghost, we have
it declared tlîat the Father called Hlm

is Son.
When Jesus said to Nicodemus, Ye

must ho born again-born of the Spirit-
did Jesus mean that Nicodemus mnust
ho immaeulately coneived? Or did He
not rather mean that lie must become
one with God. As Jesus wvas one with
the Father, was it not neeessary
Nicodemus to becorne one with the
Father ? No one on the eartli had yet
becomie one with the Father-had under-
taken to do the will of the Fatlier. lIn
tlîis sense, and in no other, did Jesus
become the flrst-born among many
brethren. Hie did absolutely the wvill
of the Father, and because of this Hie was
crucified. Mon objected thon as they
objeet now to the Ilwhole will " of the
Father being done. They are quite
willing that part should ho done.

lit was the doing of the whole that
awakeîîed the animosity of men in Jesus'
timo. Only that will awaken animosity
now. The servant cannot. in this sonse
ho greater than his Lord. le must of
neeessitymeet with the samne fate-ruci-
fixion-not neessa;ily af ter the identi-
cal pattern of Christ's crucifixion, but in
oneO of the multifarious ways which the
ingyenulty of, the modern Jews hias de-
vised, in which there will enter ail the
details of Christ's crucifixion down to
the Pilates and the Judases.
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