
THE GOSPEL TRIIUU.

assemblies where dancing is practised, as drawing
others into scenes of tomptation, and as countounane-
ing and encouraging the evil named.

Il ntimateiy connected witb dancing, and a iband-
rnaîd to it, is card-playing; and mtcci that lias been
said against the formeor ncay be said against it. It
also is, ecnpiatically, ' of the worid.' It stains the
Christian charactor if engaged in, oce kqions a greater
waste of timc, and encourages a pleasccre-seeking nnd
woridiy spirit. It is aiso a species of gambling, and
in ticis respect strikes out a new path of teniptation
and datiger.

"lStucli being our sentiments, wo do most beartily
urge uioon ail Chlurch memibers witlîin our bounds to
discourage the practice named, to guard their chul-
dron froni temptation in tiiese respects; and to seelc
with great fidciity and watcbfuiness, to keop tîcen-
selves 1unspotted froni the world.' We do also re-
commend to Cleurceh sessions, where eitlîor of the
above jiractices is engaged in by tue Cliîurch mcmn-
bers, or scîffered to be, on the part of their children,
ta niake Lice sainie a niatter of discipline.

"By order of the 1>resbytery."

TUE SECOND BLOW BEGINS THE QUARREL.

An old Arabian proverh says, IlIt is the secondl
biow wii lieins the quarrel." Ilerein lies deep
%wisdoni. kt is indoed only another version of the
noble Chîristian maxini, "lA soft auswor turneth away
wratii." A word of kindness and forgiving forbear-
lance, in returti for a blow, %viil often niake the a--
gressor more grieved and ashamed than any triuimph
o! force oe'er bien could bave done.

Cbiidren, reinember that"I Kicd words arwalccn kind
echoes.2

1t was a pretty saying of a little boy, who, seeing
two nestling birds pecking at one another, inquired
what t; ey were doing. '4Tcey are quarreling," wa8
the answcr. IlNo," rcplied tAie child, Ilthat cannot
be, tlcey are brothers."

,vlio thus nicet. Time roils on ; the minister bas lefl
the burning coals of contention, and is cngaged itL
înother field of labor, and trying to do good. But
wvhere are those who were aclive in causing bitn te
leave ? Somnetimes we sec theni in tice grog-shop' or
at the horse-race, and,turned Infidel or Iniversalist,
are united in some one of the s~ecret associations and
midnight oath-bound conclaves of darkiness. Afler
these opposers are manifest, and have gone wliere
they belong, a Minister of Christ is sonictimes called
to go to the few faith ful wbo are steadfitst, and by the
lessing of Goiu the things are strengthened which re-

insin and are ready to die, and the church is once
rinore rcvived and buit up again.-Crit(ian I!erald

ilMa&seflger.

PRAYER AW;D POLITIOS.
At Oberlin, prayer mee.ings are held lit ire o'clock

;n tLe morning, expressiy for tbe purpose of Fre-
muont. Thiis is the %way the Ilrepublicans" carry on.
t ie canipaigai in Ohio.

So says the Boston Post, wbich is shocked at the
idlea of praying for success in politics. Wbether the
Oberlin Christians a.ie thqp devout we have no evi-
dence, as we bave oniy seen it in the Post, Nviiich is
very inventive in point of fiact. But the Po3t evi-
dentiy has no conception of the sincerity and carnest-
ness of the peopie in this cp-npaign. It considers it
a mere seramble for offices and spoils, in wbich any
reference to a highier poweor wouid be profanity.
Perhiaps the P>ose is incapable of appreciating sincer-
ity and patriotisni in poiitics, but we believe there
lias heen no struggie in thig country since the ivar of
[udependence,'pervadod by su profound a religious
earnestness as the present. Christian ni n sec that
ail the great intcrests of the country are ia deadly
peril, and tiîey wouid be false to ail their convictions
did they flot act, and pray for its deliverance. And
there are tens of tbousands %)f non-voters who alse
wvieid this moral power for the saivation of the State,
and will su continue to do, in spite of tbe ridicule,

CHURCHIES AND PASTORS. %,'CLI 11tV&tuý _ utL % w&

Miîen a faction in a church is deterinined to dis- traders.-Springfield Ilepublicac.

miss a pastor, the best course tiîat lie can pursue, is I
to say but littie, or notbing in bis own bebaif (unlcss "ALL ABOARD.11
hais ebaracter is assailcd) for ail hie caui say will be Little did the passengers of the ill-fated racij!a
construed that lie wishes to stay; flot for the good of tbink, wben these words were echoéd fron iber deck,
the churcie, but bis own interest. Cotsequentiy, if that tbey were ail aboard for cternity. WVben the
the opposing party is but a senal minorit 'y ai Lue land buried itseif in the broad expanse of water,
churcb, headed by one or more of the Deacons, the %vhen the evening stars peeped forth frotn tbe vault-
pastor bad botter peaceabiy leave; for the opposition ed roof o! beaven, wben the paie inoon shed its soft-
will generaiiy groxv larger instead of less. If the cned rays of ligbt, and refiected tbeir floating home
pastor stays and tries to overcome the opposition, as in the mirror o! waters, Cvhat a feeling o! loneliness
we bave known thein to, bis labors are neariy, or must bave crept over their hearts. Tbey were fat
eluite bast, for lie cati say nothing about peace, love, froni homo, with no green hilI? to afford relief to the
and union, but ivbiat bis opponents wiil construe ta ivearied mnd, but ail sulent, desolate, and forsaken,
mean tceni. -3ave by those spirits which ever baver over the soli-

The observing minister, cati look forward and sec tude o! nature. Bat this lonciiness was but tran-
wbat will be the unhappy conseqîtences to the cause iieer.; the morning suni, as it riscs fromn its eastern
o! Christ. and to thie botter part af the churcli if ho bcd of glory, will bring cheerfuiness witb iLs welcome
leaves theni; and lic may moaurn and weep over it, presence, and gay spirits wili drive despondency
but it wiii ail do no guod, for if he stays he ivill but away. Home and its com!orts will bora. up in the
die with theni. If the minister is a man of GoD, bie niind's oye, and tume will pass as merriiy as if the
prefers a iono-Iy place in the wildcrness, rather than green sodl were bcneath their feet, instead ai a fi-ail
ta dtveii in contention. Truc, the godiy part o! the1 piank, thce oniy bannier betweea theui and etiraity.
cbureh wviil f3el their ioss, and the cause must go1 Wbat a s cne of terror and despair would bave heca
down in the bounds of that cburcb, for any piaus enacted, if, in the midst of ticoir pleasures, the gibn
tainister will fear ta go there ; anti su the ciîurcb spectre, Death, the pilot of their sbip-had revcaied
will iikeiy be a long time witbout any pastor. iiseif, and toid tiien wbitber they were goîng.

The chcîrch theis ieft eithout any ministerial h dp, Tu eternity. Wliat a journey for those nul prepared
a few of theni wiil meet for prayer meetings, but we to travel iL, yet ail nieu-be they rich or poor bond,
Seldons set those faetionists aulong the pray7ing few 1 or free, mutst, sooner orjlater, bc called to, travel it.


