The Demand for Free Govern-
ment.

s PETERSBURG, it appears, bad been
disquieted for several days by industrial
strikes, when on Thursday of last < ek,
during a religions ceremony on the frozen
Neva, the discharge of an attillery salnte
from a neighvoring battery was foilowed
by & rain of grape shot sronnd the Czar
and the imperial party, killing a police
wan and wounding several others, Ac-
cording to the official version, this was an
accident. Next day the strikers began to
surge throngh the streets of the city, foree
ing their way into factories and compel
ling the workwen to Join them, and on Sa
tuiday, under the leadership of a priest
nawed Gopon, they annonnced that un
Sunday they would appear at the Winter
Palace, urarmed with their wives and
children, to present a petition to the Em-
peror. A large number of them, it wus fnr
ther ancounced, had sworn to protect the
Czar with their own lives it necessary
The Czar, however, withdrew to the Tsar
skoe Selo  palace, outside th city, and
when the petitioners began t

eir march to
the Winter Palace, led by Father Gopon,

they were metby cordons of troops,und up

on their re‘usal t disperse, were shot gown
by hundreds In the petition which it wa
their purpose to present to 1he wzar, *he

tollowing pa

1pas ceear

*Sire: Ve, workmen, inhabitants of St
Petersburg, of all clases, « ur wives, chil
dren and indigent parent come tu you,
our sovereign asking for protection

“We are poor, persecuted, buardened
with labor beyond our strength, We are

insulted treated not as men, but as slaves
who ought to bear their cruel fate in si-

leuce. We have suffered but we are he
ing plunged deeper in the mire and de
prived of our riehts,

*Uninstracted, stifled by destitation and
injostice, wo are perishing. We have no
strength left.

' Sire. we have arrivea at the extreme
limits of endnrance; we have reached the
terrible moment wnen death is to be pre
ferred to a continnation of our intolerable
sufferings. We have left onr work, and in-
formed our employers that we will not re
sume nntil our demands are conceded. We
have not uksed mucu; we bave ssked hat
for means of livelihood, without which
life is a borden and lubor continual tor
ture

"Our first request i¢ that onr masters
should investigate our case. They Lave ve
fused. The right to put forward onr claim
has been denied to us, it being  held that
snch right is not ree el Ly law

“Any of us who dared raise his veice in
the interests of the pe ple of the working

lasses has been thrown into prison or
transported.  Kindness and goed feeling
have been treated as a eripmg

‘The barenacracy has ight the

Iy to the verge of ruin by o s melnl

Ho voice in the heavy biurdens Hnposed
we do not know for Whom or why this
money is wrung from an Hupoverisihed p
ople, aud we do ot koo w bow ir is ex
pentled

"*This state of things, ¢ mtrary to divine
lans, renders life npossible, It were
better that we shouald all prrish, we work
ers and all Russia. Thenp, good huek 1




