
It was a critical moment. Most men, even the best of thiem, are,
morally, vcry great cowards, aud Bernard wvas no exception to, the
rule. Besides, Iannah, Nvas not Ibis Nwife, or bis betrot.hed-she had
not even called lierseit' his friend:. slie lad given, Iirin no riglits over
her-asked no p)rotectionl from him. XVhat cotild lie do or say?
Trresolute, hoe loeked from. orie to tIe other-xcessively uncomfort-
able--,vhieu lannali came to the rescue.

"0 f course iny brother-in-law wviIl go witlîout me : we are quite
independent in our puoccocdiings. And lie %vil1 explaiii to Lady Duns-
more.-the iutinost it is necessary to explain, as 1 ne.vcr talkc of My
privâte affuirs to ainybody-that 1 do not pay miany visits; I hiad
rather stay» at home wvit1î mny littie girl. Tlîat wvill bo perfeetly truc,"

~he dde, br lps lighly uivrin. 1 prefer IRosie's company
to anybody's. Shie loves nie."

.Bernard started up, and then, fea-rfal of haviing committed 'himself,
sat dowvn again. Lady Rivcrs, thougfl evidently vexed, -%vas equal to
the situation, and met it with a digîuified indifference.

"Pray, lilease youirself, Miss Thelluson; no doubt von act upon
-your own good reasons. You ave, I always indertood, aý lady wvho,
nover changes lier mnd; but if yon sliould do so, wvc shail bo glad to
see you." And thon slie passed over the inatter, as too trivial to
be.r furtheî' discussion, and converseei in tue niost amiable manner
for another lhaîf-liour. leinally, -witlu a bonigri 'IGood evening, Miss
Thelluson; 1 arn sure Lady IDunsinore -%vill be much disappointed at
not seeingr you'," slic termninated tIe visit, as if it hiad been any ordi-
*ay eall.

Ilannah was not surI)rised .it -%as the fashion of the Rî'vors farnily
.not to sec anything thiey did noV -%ish to sce: the only thing that
vexed lier was about Bernard. He hiad said nothing-absolutely
nothing-oxcept telling lier, whemi lie took biis bat Vo accoînpany his
step)-mother hiome, that lie -,vould be back imniediately. Was lio
displeased NviVh bier? Did hoe think suie had acted iii? Had she
donc so ? Was it lier duty to suibmit to everything for bis sake ?
Surcly noV. He liad no rigblt to exp)eet it. Was it because she
loved hirn that sue feit se bitterly angry wvith lium?

Yet, wvhen, sooner Vlan slie hiad expected, hoe returned, and Vhrew
hinseif into bis chiair, pale and dejected, like a man tied and bound
«by fate, -%vho ses no -%vay Vo frec himscf-the ange elted, the pity
revived. H1e too stiffered-they suffered alikze-why sbould Vhey
reproach one another ?

" So, you have had your -%vay, 1-Haunali." Yes, there was reproacli
ini VIe tone. " Are yoi .quite, %ure you were rigît in what you hiave
-donc V

" Quite sure ;-at least, that unless 1 -were sorne other tlîau myscîf,
1 eould not liave done differently."

And then Vhey sat, silent, ia stiff coldness, unitil the last ray of
amber twilight hiad faded ont of the roorn. Whîat a pretty room. it,
,%vas-.Iust the place to, ho happy iu-for friends or loyers, or husband
and wife, Vo, sit apid dreain togrether in VIe quiet glamn, vicli al
happy people love-whieh is so dread(fil Vo the restless or Vhe'
miserable.
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