
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS

3. The subsequent effect upon the patient's hcalth.
4. The pectniary loss to the patient.
Where a patient clies in consequence of injuries fromn netgligence

or lack of skill, the amount of damages is lot to cxcced that whith
the patient could, if living, carn in thrcc years.

Dentists arc in some cases sumrnoncd as expert vitnesses.
Under this hcading they are allowed extra fees. A dentist is sup-
posed to kecp secret the transactions between himself and his
patients. In criminal cases the clentist gives the facts of the case
in court without breach of honor. The expert witness is allowed
to refer to his memoranda, which need not be in his own hand-
writing, but may not refer to text-books. He tells what he believes,
the ordinary witness what lie knows. He should avoid technicali-
ties, naking everything clear, and should never express an
opinion on any subjcct with which he is not perfectly familiar or
he may get slightly mixed.

In Canada a patient is not liable to pay for a piece of work cost-
ing over $4o.oo if there is no vritten agreement, part payment or
exchange of some article in lieu of cash. A dentist cannot be
compelled to render service to a patient when requested, but when
once lie lias taken charge of a case lie must continue his services
until the case is completed or lie is clismissed. A dentist has a
right to charge for time lost by an unflled appointment. The cir-
cumstances of the case and the evidence vill influence the decision.
He also has the right to retain a set of teeth made by him as
security for reasonable charges. This right is ivaiveci by parting
with them or agreeing to give credit for them. Legally no limit
is placed upon dentists' fees. They regulate themselves according
to the reputation of the operator, the difficulties of the case, and
the circumstances in general.

I have above endeavored to give a resumé of the law governing
us in the practice of our profession. Of necessity much was
omitted, but the whole of the subject requires a paper which would
necessitate an entire day's reading. I trust that I have presented
the subject in a mainer that some one may have bee) able to grasp
a few heretofore unknown facts.

SUITABLE REOREATIONS FOR DENTISTS.

By M. CAvANAGH, D.D.S., Owen Sound, Ont.

It will not be the object of this paper to go very cleeply into the
scientific aspect of this subject, but to bring before the convention
and the menbers of the profession at large a fev plain facts with
regard to the subject of recreation, and the vital importance of
properly disposing of our spare time or "off hours " from the toils
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