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ethyl, Dr. Rcevc thinks it is a dangerous agent, on arcount of its bad re-
cord, ansi its marked pcrturbatie action on the hcart. ie does not
knov of such objections to the use of nitrous o:de as w ill jusuîfy dentists
in reçortig to strongcr iaa-thetis. hIe objet tions adduced, he says.
" seei but trivial when the tremendou resionsibiity is cuniered which
the dentist takes upon himself wlien lie proccds to admmister chloroform
or cther, when the awfuil ralamity of a sudden death from these agents
Coles to mnid."

It iav be said, flnally, that whcn a dentist administers chlioroform for
tl pirpose of pulling a tooth, he incurs a responsibilhty that lie lias no
right to incur. Jourta/ if it Americian lrdical Association, Chicago.
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T'he following case, reported by Dr. Nicolai, of Stuttgart, Germany, in the
Dcutsche fonatsshriftifur Zahnheiikunde for Decenber, 1888, illustrates
forcibly the importance attacling to the ncecssity of placing the mouth at
all hazards in a perfectly physiological condition.

Dr. Nicolai savs: A lady, 32 years of age, who has not had her tceth
examiined for four years, presented herself to me to have her teeth placed
in good condition. This necessitated clcaning thc teeth, the removal of
salivary calculus, and the introduction of cleven gold, six amalgam and two
cement fillings.

On the completion of these operations, the mouth vas in a normal
hcalthy condition, with the exception of the lower left first molar, of which
nothing but the roots vere left ; these were broken, and underneath the
iargin of the gui. They were filled with the ichorous products of

decomposition, and their margins vere overhung with the inflamed, tune-
fied gum. This condition of affairs lias prevented the lady froni mastica-
ting ler food on this side for some tinie, and as a natural result the right
side alone was used. After iaving perfornied all the necessary operations
in lier nouth, I endeavoured, by naming all the disadvantagcs arising from
the presence of the roots, to convince her of the necessity of removing
them. I told lier that the left side of lier mouth was completely useless,
that these roots have caused diseases of the two adjoiii::g teeth of the
sanie jaw, and of the articulating tooth of the upper jaw; that a tendency
to the recurrence of caries still existed, that inflammation of the guns
would always exist and that the breath will be always tainted. All these
efforts were futile and were met with the single statenent that, while the
roots were not painful, she vould not submit to tieir removal. To diminisli
the jeopardy of my work to the minimum, I concluded to place the roots
is as good a condition as I could and, if possible, nake theni serviceable


