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Rearing Queens in Upper Storles.
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In describing my method of rearing queens
in upper stories, I shall omit deseribing
the building of queercells in upper stories
above fuil colonies. To do so minutely,
witl all the paraphernalia required to con-
duct this particular work, would require
too long an article. 1 vill therefore con-
fine myself to the hatching and fertilizing
of queens in the upper story. I use four
apartments, or nuclei over each f ull colony.
I take a half-dep th brood chamber-such
as are often used for extracting supers -
and divide it into four apartments-for my
hive of twelve frames-for a nine or ten
frame Langstroth hive, two or three
apartments are all that can well be made,
in order that each apartment may admit of
three combs, unless the combs for this pur-
pose be short and used crosswise. in that
case, four or five apartments could be made
but I would advise but four, in order to
have the entrance open at four different
points of the compass. On the bot-
tom of these apartments I tack
wire screening and in some cases I have
used perforated zinc excluders for bottoms,
but so far,I prefer the wire cloth with à in.
mesh. One of these is now placed over a
colony and a comb containing brood in all
stages of development with adhering bees
isgiven each apartment together with a
comb containing honey and pollen. In
forming these nuclei, it is important that
sufficient young bees be given
eich apartinent to care for the
brood given them. Less bees
are reqluired however for this method, than
where the nuclei are set on the ground or
on blocks ; owing to the fact that the
colony below fhelps to keep the nuelei
warm. After these nuclei have been form-
ed forry eight hours, a matured queen cell
may be given them, and in due time the
queens will hatch, hecome fertilized and
commence to lay. The greatest difficulty
I have had with this method, lias been in
the los- of queens when they take their
first flight. The percentage has been much

reater with this method than with the old
way of SPting the single nuclei boxes in-
y-placcs liera and there.
i hav- succeeded in raising queens in

hese n1e1",r stories by using zinc excluders
tween lhe uppor and lower stories as

mentioned above. But about twenty-five
per cent of the young queens would either
be killed as soon as they are hatched-and
as I suppose bv going bolow-or, the old
queen herself would be killed, or in some
cases a swarm would issuo. I have
noticed a gruat difference in the disposition
of bees in working this metlod. somne col-
onies over which I have raised queens
seemed to be indifferent to what was going
on above thein, and I have over such clever
colonies xaised two or three sets of queens
while other colonies seeined to be determin-
ed not to allow young queens above them,
while a laying queen was below. (I an
speaking now of where t he zinc excluders
were used.) If I could succeed with the
zinc as veil as with the wirecloth (which
cuts off ail communication between the two)
I would prefer the zinc because it is less
work and care. Since with this method,
the bees fron the same colony go up
through the zinc excluders and care for the
brood given above and also care for the
young queens. Saving the apiarist the
care and work of looking alter the honey
supply above.

There is another method which 1 amn in
hopes will prove more satisfactory than
that where a single zinc is used, and that
is to place an extracting super between the
brood chamber and the queen rearing a-
partment. with a sheet of porfo'rated zinc
under and over the extracting super. In
this way the young queens are so far re-
moved fron the old one, that I hope there
may be less danger of quarreling or swarm-
ing. I tried this double method with but
one colony late last season. It worked well
then, but once trying does not always
prove a thing either good or bad, whemn ex-
perimenting with bees. I shall give this
double plan, a more thorough trial this
coming season.

I have no difficulty in hatching queens
over full colonies that have a laying queen
by using a zinc between the lower and up-
per stories. My queen cells however are
all built under the swarming impulse, and
when matured are cut off the combs and
each cell is hung in a small cage: which I
call a nursery cage. Sixteen of these small
cages Just fill one of my half depth-upper-
story frames, called a nursery franie.
These nursery frames when full or partially
filled with cages containing cells, are hung
in an upper story-usually an extracting
super-by removing an extracting comnb
and placing the nursery in its place. I
sometimes have four or fiveof these nursery
frames in one super. Here, the queens wili
hatch as well as thouglh they had been left
in their own hive, each queen being by her-
self in one of these remnovable cages.


