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ELSUS: THE FIRST PAGAN CRITIC OF CHRISTIANITY,
AND HIS ANTICIPATION OF MODERN TIHOU(HT.

ai, interestiîîg glinipse Lliat %ve get tliroLigli ai historie hista of sixteenred and fifty years of the intellectual ami literary activity of tue,li at Alexandrin. Origen, tliat 8weet-hieirted, iarge-iikdl(( tiluulo.
and seliolar, lias made it tiie heat 'if hio labors. U.nder the piatronagebi gu-neroii4 fricot! Anîhious lie is devo ting hizoseif with treiineîidlotiîaStry to the piroduiction or wuîrks wvhieli)are to survive the rust an!t
't of sixteeti centuiries. This %vealthy friend and patron lias kini * vvited inii with seven shorthand Ivriters, wiio relieve eacli otlwi aitimes, and witii an eqili niîniber of transcriliers, togetliui %itii1ggirls wiîo nct as copyi4ts, and who prepare for puhliratioîî the)rý9 he lias dictated. Wlîat Iiterarv opulence for a main whio iiad laan

conîmand of .Jesns not to poisses tan colits or to wvear soes !B]utbrose pays the bis.
ýgen, liaviîîg offended biis ecclesiastirui suîperi<rs at Alexanin ieib.hiiself to Ciesarea, wiiure lie sooni develo1ied large iiiîine. T] a.dsii of Ambrose did îlot <iesert liîîîn : and ont, day Origeu reeeivt-ulblis benefaetîîr a book wiili lad excited great attention ini theen world, %vritten in Greek. lîaring the titie Los .i etlus, or -Triiîtirse.' It was a îxoîerful airraigninent of the beliefs of theî Chirir-*Stili nmore, it was an iariicst îappeai to Cliristians to bie reconileildZ*e eisting îîruer of things. IL a written by a man of immienseing, who liait ranged throngli the vast fields of Greek literatureIknew its poets andi piiosopliers, its history and mytliologv ahoroxu Hoiner, Hesiod, Pindar, Hleraclitus, Herodotiîîs, Euripides anudotlîers ;wiîo %%as deely imlîued with the phiiosophy of Plato, andlstudied tînv religions systeuis of the Jews, the Egyptians, the Pur-sythe lîIlians ;a inan of aide travel, a student of art and scienee.ucXial economist, a patriot with a profound interest in the welfare of6 State. Ai.d ail this vast learuing mwas gathered and wieided witiîflense force hi' a niind of philosophie Rrasp, breadth of svmpatliîd1al acumen, briiiiant wit, and at timies capable of glowing eauquence'Thbis imnok lIas written uv one Celstîs. Who this Celsuis was, Orîgi n


