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'Tie minuxtes of the last anuital meeting and the in-
tervening meeting of the directors were read by Secre-
tary Brown.

On motion of Mr. W. McNeil, seconded by Mr. T.

Burni, they were adopted as read.
Secretary Brown iii rising to read lis report said:
It is not muy intention to occupy the tinte of this

meeting vtith any lengthy report. At lhe saine time I
do not purpose allowing this opportunity to pass with-

out expressing first mly deliglit iii laving the itmenibers
of our Association imeet iii London, and trust this visit
mnay be enjoy cd by all, and also to thank y ou all for
the interest you have shown at all tintes in the pros-

perity and exceeding uset.iness of these annal ineet-
ings and exlhibitions. They are indeed a very imuport-
ant part of the educational branch of the Department
of Agriculture for the Province.

In looking over past records I find that tli essavs
are greatly iii advance of former years.

As regards the success of this vear's exhibition we
xumst thank the gentlemen of the London Poultry and

Pet Stock Association for their utntiring efforts to-
wards the pleasing result. Everything within their
power lias been done with this object in view, and I
amxu fure you are all pleased with the way iii mihici
they have succeeded. At no time within my, recollec-
tion ias anything so attractive becn presented t tihis
Association as the nagnificent array of special prizes
secutred by the London Association.

Witi regard to the advance of the exhibition I mxay
say tiat the entries this year total i8o9 as conpared
witli 16o21 ast year. I think the first year ihat we held
the show at Hamilton there were sone r aoo entries, so
that we have steadily advanced. Tlhe local Associa-
tion made such great efforts this year to have an extra
large list tait they were sonewiat disappointed at find-
ing an increase of only 2oo over last year, but 1, for
one, au not .dissatisfied, because we can have as
nany as can be handled properly at nearly all the

places the show nay be ield, except perlhaps Lon-
don, and Toronto, wlhere they have tieir fair coops
and buildings specially adaptcd to siowing poultry.

Sinice the opening of the show there have been two
or three thiings brought to mty notice which I wish to
mention. The first is the meeting wiich siould have
becn held yesterday. Tiere vere only somte five or
six persons iere and consequentliy we were obliged to

adjourn. I nay say the only reason we decided to
hold thtese special meetings, if vou will reienber,
was because somte of the essays prepared for the neet-
ield at Port Hope, were not read, and it was tieit de-
cided to have a separate meeting to receive and discuss
essays, but I have since found out tat it is impossible
to carry this arrangement out. A great mnany of the
imembers did not conte here intili Thursday, and those
tliat were iere yesterday could not be induced to attend
because thev were anxious to sec the birds and sec
the result of the jtdging. This is the annnal meeting
and I would suggest that we take this question up
and pass a resolution to return to tlie old method-one
day for the anual meeting and essays, btsiness to
be taken up first, witi a proviso that the Executive
have power to call a special neeting during the day if •
they think it wise, at which the papers that have been
prepared can be read and discussed.

With reference to the entry papers, I muay say tiat
only one did niot arrive iere in tiine, but I have one case
ii which a great mnany more birds were sent than were
entered. Tiey are being fed at bite expense of the
Association, but they are not iii competition at all.
We mutst adhere to the ries, but ii endeavoring to
compl% with themu I receive more or less letters which
infer that I amn to blane. Please bear in mind that
the rules are given to mne and I nust carry tiemt out.
If the Association says tç accept up to the last minute,
I will do so, but until I get such instructions nothing
vill be accepted after the date fixed for receivipg en-
tries.

I tinîk we should take the matter of securing or
appointing the judges' clerks into our own bands.
Under the present arrangement this Association nakes
a grant to aci local association wliclh is supposed to
cover aill expenses, but this amotut wiill not we kntow,
allow of themti paying tiese clerks, and while I iave not
a word to say against the work doue here, the trouble
wit gratuitous clerking is tliat they do not feel their
responsibility, tiey do their work, but vou never know
wienî you are going to get tlien and wien you do get
themt, iow long tiey are going to stav, and I think
for the little extra cost we ouglit to pay clerks to
do the work and then we can dictate to amid control
then. It is iot pleasant to call on one of the mtenb-
ers to assist the judges, nxor is it at all times satisfac-
tory.


