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THE ILLUSTRATED JOURNATL OF AGRICULTURE.

Juse 1879

Sons, 18 to aqueeze them into a, so ealled, liberal profession ;
do we not equally see Wives of Farmers, who think they are
working for the good of their Daughters, in sceking for them
a future unconnceted with agriculture?

Have such par nts, whether they are influenced by weak-
ness, or by want of thought, reflected on what they are dving?
Have they considered that, in sending their chuldren to the
towns, they are over peopling the professions and the trades,
which are already sufliciently encumbered ; that they are
exposing these young persuns to a kind of life, almost aiways
precarious, frequently wearisome, and, not uncommeonly, end-
ing most disastrously ¢ They have left the rank of life inty

| always been an immense satisfaetion,  He who isaccustomed
ito the work of the counting-house, the professional man,
i the man of letters, whose forces are sapped by the advances
’of age, for want of the exereise given by manual Jabour, may
- not appreciate this truth, but, let them once test it, and they
will soon find, juined to repose of mind and tranqiillity of
»suul; a vigour and robustness of health, the most inestimable
“uift of the great God to his earthily servents,
+ Is it not most desirable that the principle of social economy
; which 1 have just meotioned, the imprevoment of agticulture,
should ineite the surplus of vur populativn towards the colo-

i nisation of our immense furests, those sources whenee should

which they were born, and, 1 spite of the more or less com- . flow incaleuluble riches, riches which, without doubt, will
plete education which they have received, they will too often . bring peace and plenty to thousands of fumilies, to-day, alas,
be tempted to shorten, so to speak, their wretched exisience, | without resources ?
and to seek consolation for their sad disappuintments, by | Let the State protect Agriculture, let our Legislators, and
gving themselves up to the seductions of viee, aud the | our public men who are wore directly charged with this duty,
attractions of dissipation. cucourage, as they ought, farmers to study and observe the
Might not these young people, thus male miserable for aws of zood farming , then, this country, already reevgnised
life, have been capable of discharging, from their very en- | as one of the most peaceful and happy countries in the world,
trance into active life, the duties, it not of the landed pro- ; will beemmne, what it ought to be, one of the most productive,
prictor, at least those of the Lenant-tarmer, of the Steward, |  Canada, I repeat it, compared with other lands in our age,
of the vigorous and hopeful Celonist, in short of the useful | is prosperous, peaceful and happy. To what do we owe this

citizen, who renders services of the most neeessary kind toall
hig fellow countrymen. The girls who leave their country
homes in search of a more attractive and convenient abude,
are they more fortunate in their famifies, are their children
better brought up, more docile, more useful w sucicty, and, in
their turn, more generally happy ¢

I reize this opportunity to submit to my readers some re-
flcetions which have often occupied my attention during the
coustant and varied labours of a Farmer, and f wish to call
their attention to our position as Agriculturists, I would
appeal to all men of sense and of feeling who love our dear
country; that country which contains the fertile and une-
qualled valley of the St Lawrence, that glorious Provinee of
Quebee, whose riches are still hardly begun w be explored.
More especially do I address myself to the intelligent men
who inhabit the country, to those numerous youths who are
in search of a profituble and an useful career. I demand
that they shall all honour agriculture, as it deserves v be
honoured, and that they shall not close their eyes o its
nobleness and its eminent usefulness,  Qur Statesmen, and all
those charged with the duty of watching over the conmon
weal, will, after due consideration, find that, in this subjeet,
the most important question of political economy, as regards
our country, is contained. I say it, with regret, but with
profound conviction; this «uestion of our agricuitural pro-
gresz has, since the termipation of those arduous struggles
for the maintenance of our nationality, been, almost entircly,
overlooked. Thank God! we are to-day the sole masters of
our own destiny.  Should we not be highly blamable were we
to neglect any longer that art which has always been, sivee
the establishment of the country, and which still is, the prin-
cipal source of prosperity and happiness. I will say more:
Agriculture will be, in the future, the greatest safeguard of
our nationality, after that chief of all safeguards, Religion
Let me appeal then to all, but principaliy to the clergy and to
the managers of all houses of education in the province. Lot
the first homage of all be paid to agriculture; let no oppor-
tunity be lost of showingz the high nobility of this art, the
only art taught to man by the most High himself. Let all,
by word, or by example, extol the dignity, the utility
of manual labour, of that emjuyment given to our first
parents as their principal occupativn in the Garden of
Eden. Yes, men may talk, but to him who is gifted with
good sense, to the man of reflection, manual lsbour bas

happiness, this prosperity, in the midst of our numerous vi-
cigsitudes, if not, i great part at least, to agriculture ¥ Would
the French-Canadian nationality have been in existence to-
day, bad not the Catholic and 'rench population of the coan-
try, surrounded, s it was 2 century ago, by those numerous
armies of the cnemier of our faith and of our nationality,
remained, after the conquest, eoncealed, as it were, by the
shadow, aud under the protection of the Belfry of our coun
try perish churches,

And, in the future as in the past, our only hope for safety,
as a people, does it not lic in the ownership of the soil, in the
culonisation and clearing of cur forests, in the development
of our ricaes and of our population by fostering the regular
and intelligent improvement of our agriculture ?

Were we to forget this duty, were we to neglect agriculture
any longer, must we not expect to see in a very short time
the recommencement of that terrible scourge, the expa-
triation of our fellow countrymen? We all know but too
well how this scourge of’ emigration has in a few years swall-
owed up a notable proportion of the population of our older
par-shes; how it devastated lately our newest and most pros-
perous colonies to feed the requirements of the vast manufae-
turies of our southern neighbours. Have we not seen, and
seen with grief, in more than one district, Farmers, the owsors
of the soil, abandon, with their families, the home of their
Fathers, where their ancestors had lived in comfort, to wander,
as exiles, into a strange country, in hopes of amassing a few

!demands of the luzury in whicts heir familes have desired
to live, have they yiclded to the attraction of higher wages

picces of gold more rapidly, perhaps, than was possible in |
. thetr native village ? 'Too often. to satisfy the .ver increasing -

rand shorter hours of labuvur, without considering that the

labour was the labour of a slave, aud miore, of a slave cxiled
from his counury.

1 trust I may be forgiven these remarks, - They belong,
naturaily to the subject, and they seem to me to be quite
suitable to the peculiar situation of our Province. Besides,

and our salvation, as a country, in the future.

greater praise, then, can be given to this divine art, with

they are in themselves an culogy of agriculture, sinee to it -
belongs, most assuredly, our national happiness in the past, *
Yes, we must
not disguise it, after God, it is to agriculture that French .
Canada owes that it is, what 1t is; it isin this art that its .
strengzth and its defence against future dangers 1eside. What 7

what more brilliant and mwore gloriovs coronal can 3 Canadisn -

e



