
À ~ ~ ~ ~ te iisi and"Gaao'rs t0e
oppreàÉoÉi -ucli as, thei higlier orders of th lrgY, anj h\ well-knowin leaders -of the body, would be the first to, avail'
themsel1vesof this. secùribyi eaving the more obscure brethreu to
coiltintie r their 'oîdinary avocations and to, -b thei means, of
support, to, thoseý who *"ere forecd :to live ini thé tombs beneath
thein., Butas -the persedntioù,cgrew inintensity, grêater numbersz
would follow. the; example of their:leaders, and -take up thei r
abodes; -and live, andý die and -'be 'buiied in the Oatacombs. As
they thuÉ, 'hecamemore -the permhanent habitations of the living
as well as, the receptacies of -the, dead,3 they -worâ nproved--
if such' a, terni; can be used,-or adapted to suit the -wantsý
of' theirý-Inhabitants.., Every 'here'ý and. there larger spaces were
excavated forc.hapels,à aird here in, th6eegloomy recesses, far froin,

terge of t1nan; the, Èstors wvotld assemble their fi ocks, open the
blessed volume,.and hidd sweêt-,communion 'With their Fatherin,
heaven. .

But even here they were: not al ways freefý rom -the footsteps of
the pursuer. '1n the ýtimeof ýthe celebrated C yprian -of COarlhagei
it is recorded that Xystus, Bishop of Rome, together *with,
Qua-rtus,!oixe 'of Iisclerg, .suffered'ïtartyrdèm -in the Catacct-oàbs,
anid i Stephen, another Bishon ôf- Borne, was, traced by the heathen,
soldiers. ýto his'- subteïiianean chapél., *:, They allowed him to,

iconùclude Vthes serviée -in which lie was, engaged, when hoe was,
thruist:back inito lis chair and thus; .behèaded.

1.The incid'ents i3onnectàdWithsucli a 'sojourn would sùrpass in
iuterest the fictions .ôf Tornands,, but few are recorded ;---the.great-
aim of the believers was not to seek fôr- earthily famne, 'bit. to Jive
bhe ýlifeand toî die the death of the Christian; they -Nyished fot to
be known of meii but, steadfastly to* run their race> "'lo0oking
untoi Jesus,,"' who :wôuld,,*reward 'themi -with, the- crown of glory
and the' heavenly inheritance.. Yet bonie 'few àré mentioued ýby,
ecclesiastical, wrýiters, and 'e;re!.consideredà worthy of Qredence. ,1V
is-, said thfat Stepheni.-the fiYst Roman Bishop of that iiEme, 'vas
compelled to, pass ýmùch-,f his timàe 'under around,.,ancd that
lie - usedî .to, send, ;forth .thoý priest, Ensebiùs, and- the ,deacon
Marcellus, to invite the faithful toý corne to hiîn for, personal,

jcontèrénce., TIere leassernbled' hIs ','lerg.y -and collected the
neophytes, instructed ,andL rbqpùized themù. -0W one-.o'coasioh,


