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DOMINION LAND SURVEYORS.

s The eighth annual meeting of the Dominion Land
Urveyors was held in the Carnegie Library, Ottawa, March

;‘:rd and.4th. Lectures of a scientific and practical nature
€Te delivered by eminent members of the profession.

F!"St Day.—Morning Session.—The President of the
issz:cmtion, Mr. €. F Miles, D..L.S., was not present, as ]:{e
B Present inspecting surveys in I.\Iorthern Albe.rta'. In his
Bou:;e’ Mr. J. J. McArthur, :Assmtant Commissioner “of

ary Surveys, acted as chairman.
0' “A paper by H. G. Dixon, D.L.S., on the proposed transfer
sidnatural resources to the western provin.ces provoked con-
) EI:able discussion at the morning session. The western
g;‘;;"}cﬁs having made a move to take over the management
s wﬁll‘ own natural resources, the Dominion Land' Surveyors,
will 1056 hands the work has always been, are afraid tl{at the.y
Ose-some of their status—and, in fact, their jobs—if
€ Provincial authorities achieve their desire. A committee

a . i . s i
Ulai abpointed to conserve the Association’s interests in this
ter, !

memll;and- surveying is apparem:‘ly a_ heallt_hy occupation.- One
rigomer 1s 7§ vears of age and is still actively engaged in the
Us duties even during the severe winter months. J. J.
rz‘::th-ur referred to this and pointed out what a he.althy
Ssion land surveying proved itself to be.
J A paper on Arctic and Antarctic research was read by
i BrOWnIee, D.L.S., of Vancouver.
N 'ihe report of Secretary-Treasurer Hubbell showed that
Ssociation had made good progress during the year,
meml}];as a satis.factory financial balance. There are now 233
“of L €rs. Motions of condolence were passed on the deaths
ok, 0 of the members, J. K. McLean, D.L.S., and C. E.
Ston, D.L.S.
Afternoon session.—A most interesting lecture, illustrat-
. Y bhotos and blackboard diagrams, mathematical formula,
Ch.i;fwas given on Tuesday aftern‘o?n. Dr. Otto Klotz, D.L.S.,
Speak Astronomer of the Dominion Observator}r, was th:
b itser. ?he subject of the lectufe was .the “Selsmog'raph
R Telation to earthquakes. While he did not deal with the
S of earthquakes, he expanded upon the results of
Stit?:tomena. He mentioned an lexperiment which is being.in—
tides ed at the Dominion Observatory to determine -the physical
i of the earth, Ottawa has been‘selected, with three or
v riCOther points in the world, one in G'ermany and one 1.n
2 A, for. the conduction of this experiment. A huge pit
aCe2°W‘ being dug in which the seismogr.aph would be
“d, and the experiments of the future continued. He fully

grzlpalinEd the intricate and physical technique of the seismo-
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: Orlf.useﬁll paper on the t_ransportattion problem for sul:vey
This In t.he Canadian North was gwer.l by F. C. Herriott.
Other Subject was considere.d of great 3mportance, and two
’is'cuSpaDerS bearing on this same subje.ct, were read and
,gesfiosed on the following day. Mr. Her'rlott gave many sug-
Dartiens as t? the best means of trsmsportatwn for survey
manys Oberating in the northern sections of Western (‘Zanada,
’ m .mﬂes from civilization, which makes supplying the
Misariat a most difficult problem. In summer there are
Dl:::’ and man-packs, while in winter months the‘se' give
to the dog-teams, or, in sections where the snow is not
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too deep, the pack-horse. Mr. C. F. Aylesworth, D.L.S., vic
president, occupied the chair, :

Annual Banquet.—The annual banquet- of the Association
was held at Chateau Laurier in the evening. There were
present -the Minister of the Interior, Hon. Dr. Roche, Dr.
Thompson, M.P., Yukon; M. McNutt, M.P., Saltcoats; H.'S.
Clements, M.P., Como-Atlin, B.C.; J. D. Taylor, M.P., New
Westminster; Senator Casgrain, Dr. King, Director of the
Dominion Observatory, and nearly a hundred Dominion land
Surveyors. ;

Among-the speakers were Hon. Dr. Roche, Dr. Deville,
Surveyor-General, and Senator Casgrain. The Senator is an
old surveyor, by the way, and brought greetings from the
Quebec Land Surveyors’ Association. He was glad, he said,
to have had some of his reward for his land surveying by his
elevation ‘to a body that went on for ever, and one that noth-
ing could alter—the Canadian Senate. .

Mr. George Mountain, Chief Engineer of the Railway
Commission, told of his saving the Senator’s life while in the
wilds of Northern Quebec in a surveying party, sharing his
small residue of food, when otherwise there would be. no
Senator Casgrain. Other interesting speeches were given
during the evening by Dr. Otto Klotz, Messrs. Taylor, Mc-
Nutt and Clements.

Second Day.—The attendance on Wednesday was even
better than the first, a large number of the employees of the
Topographical Surveys Branch, who are nearly all surveyors
or assistants, were present, and the hall was again filled to
overflowing. ?

The first paper was, ‘“Goedetic Results and their Prac-
tical Meaning,” by Mr. William Tobey, Dominion Topo-
graphical Surveyor. Another interesting paper was, ‘‘The
Survey of River Lots in Manitoba,”” by Mr. Wm. Pearce,
D.L.S. These papers elicited a lot of discussion by Mr.
Thomas Shanks, Assistant Surveyor-General, Mr. A. E.
Aylesworth, Mr, E. W. Hubbell Dr. Deville and others.

Several excellent papers were delivered later in the day.
A paper on “Chaining,’” by Mr. A. H. Hawkins elicited much

“interest. Mr. Hawkins preferred the four-chain tape and the

lighter tapes rather than the heavier. He impressed upon the
surveyors present the vital importance of good chaining, and
threw out many hints and suggestions for its further improve-
ment. Several papers on ‘“Pack Trains’’ had been prepared,
two of which were read, one by Mr. J. M. Aitkens, D.L.S.,
and another by Mr. Hawkins. Transportation is one of the
most important features of the surveyor’s work, as he is
often forced to work as much as 200 miles from railway and
steamboat terminals depending on pack ponies, dog-trains,
canoes and packers for the transport of the food supplies
and paraphernalia. There was a lot of discussion. Messrs.
J. E. Dodge, A. Milliken, Chas. Ways, Dr. Deville, E. W.
Hubbell, Thomas Shanks, A. H. Hawkins, and others, partici-

_ pating. The laboratory for testing of chains and other sur-

veying instruments, at Ottawa, in charge of the Topographical
Surveys Branch, was described by Mr. Ways, Mr. Milliken
described how the accuracy of azimuth and precise chaining
was arrived at by calculation in the Topographical Surveys
office. v ‘ :

Mr. Speight, O.L.S., brought greetings from the Ontario
Land Surveyors’ Association, and also described the work of
base-line surveying in Northern Ontario.




