
THE OMULDL&& PRESBYME~ 'il

whe singa Il liartily as unto the Lord." It ia not of such that nny coniplaint
is made; they are :aot the drones in our service. ,They tee are the percos
who have meat regard to the manner ne ivoii as the niatter of their praise.
Tlaey hava ne idea of prosenting to Ged that which is least troublesoia te
tliernsclves or leat. ploasing to others. Congrogtions wvould do well to
remeomber, tliat publie praise la not only an ex.pression of devotion> but aise an
aippeiuited nicans of stimulating Uio heart to the hightat acta of 'wort;hip,, au
cu d wiuoh it is obvieus neither saraingt nor discerd, nor silence wvill oeor
nccomplishi: Lin this as in other thiDgs "cevii commnunications cerrupt good
manners.11

Wbat roicdý ah al we propose fur this crying avii ? Evidently the office-
bcarers of the churcl hou0l d deal witli it. «Ministcrs should s;pcakl, and if noces-
8ary preaci about Lt. The young in our Sabbath scheois should be tauglit ns
a part of christian tuitioxi to sing; and ai, net exceptixîg the old, sliouid bo,
urgcd te try and try again what t1tjy eau die to, roibi the annor of publie
praise. IL would bo well for this purpose tee, woere the Synod te Iegislte after
the manneor of tho General Assomibly of 170e, wîich "&rcconumcuded that
Presbyteries use endeavours te, have sucix seheolnia5tors choseii as are capable
of tcaciung the common tunes; and that the said seheolimasters net only pray
with the schelars but aise sine a part of a Psalm with them once every day,"
and again of 1746 recommending Ilto the sciîoolinasters in the soveral panishes,
that they bc careful' to instruct the youth in singing the commnon tunes." Until
oerreet singiug is mnade a special objeut of conuorun by the Ohurch, and at branci
of common education in the sehool, wye despair of secing any ;mprovement in
thfs part of worlhiP. MEIglit Lt net aise o ade a subje 'et of study ait collage 1
Our niinisters woufd thualeU taugit the principles of mnusic and te soma e xtent
betrained in its prgçtice, se thait they iweuld bu able if necessairy te Iead the
praises- of Qed respectabiy, or to counsci and encourage their congregations in
the cultivation of sacrcd music. The priestq of Rome ail sing, aiud ivhy May
net the uiinisters of Christ do the saine?î If strenuous nicasures are net taken
immediately te referin tUe service of seug Lin our Churches, thore is littlc deubt but
that for the sake of deeency, the org4n wLll become an indespensabie, tneecity,
if net te aid the public singing, ait lcast te melodise the publie discerd.

Il. PUBLIC I>RAYER.

This is ainether part of Divine Wership lin which the people have something
te do) and ivhieh requires for its exorcise hotU the tkozcght and the aci. How
are thoy generally demann themnselvea in the attitude and manner of thib
Churcli service î Sema atitd in prayer, as a aigu of reverence and devotion,
woe find adopted by cvery Christian (Jhurch. Soa kuei, soa stand, and
some sit. It has heon our prnctice for age.i te, stand. We do net think.it of amy
consequence whbether peeple kucel or Btad,-botli fora are scriptural and
becoming. Whatevor be our recognfzed Chureli forai, lot us by ail nicans
observe it decently and dovoutiy. lunthis respect, mainy are very exomplary.
With clesed eyes and fixed ongaged attitude they worship axod, under a senso
of lis awful presence. But hew niany are thora svho set otberwise!1 Leanfug
on pews, or standing iu ail sorts of positions, with folded arma, or witb banda
thrust in peekets, they look about, or look vacant. Wero miniaters te pray
xiith their eyes open as they seldoni do, their thoughts would freqxiently be
diaturbed by the irreverent and-Iistiess mauner of mnany of thoir hearers ; as it is,
their cars are sometinmes saluteci wfth, net a selemn amnen, but au audible yaxvu,
or an unnecessary amount of coughing, or other favorite bodily exorcises. Tehe
'want of the appearance of worahip iu many of our Ohurches ia very painful and
disturbing to pion.s minds. The -evil la net the fault of our ferra, fer wae


