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of nmany who hgd previouýjy çonfess-1
ed,; wnder a protesttioý,that they
had been driven by t'oure to defâme
themselves, and that they nowi
soorned the pardcn which' such
cowardice 'na purohýased. Aul thoqe

* who relapsed i tîda nianner were
rexnQved to Paris; Alla after a splenn
-consultation among their judges,
were proclaimied, recusants w.ho had

* renounced Christ. The Pope hsaving
once imbrued bis hards in tohe blood
oiî these devoted mpii, showed no
scrupulosity in according his uuquali-
fied suffrage to ai the merciles
schemes which their ohief persecutor
invented for tlwir perseoution. On
the 12th of May, 1810, fifty-fou£
Templars who bad oonfessed, but!
afterwards recanted, were burnt alive.
at Paris in a slow fire. Tbey one
and ail died asserting their innocence,
and the bonor of their Order, witb
their last breatb.

The Grand Master, de Molai, was
brougbt in fetters before the Com-
missioners, and questionedl whetheri
he hadl anything to say in defence of
bis Knights. H1e answered nobly
that be was an illiterate soldier, more
skilled in war than in forensic sub-
tlety, and coula not therefore under-
take their defence as a legal advo-
cate; but that, i any Knightly way,
he should be infinitely proud to main-
tain their innocence in the face of the
whoie world. H1e then entreatedl that
hie might be ailowed to bire counsel;
but the Commissioners replied that,
as heretics, the accused were not an-
titlid to any sncb indulgence. They
tbün read over to him a confession
wbicb bie bad made bimeif, vitiatsd'
by the grossest interpolations. On
bearing it read, hae crossed bimef in
great astonishmant, and emphatically
danounoed. the tbree Cardinale wbo
bad subscribed it, as deserving of the
death wbich the Saracens and 1artars
(with whom. ha bad oftan combatted)
condemned liars and forgera te die.

Notwithstanding the rigor of the
* parseoution, a few Rnights were en-
-tirely acquitted. -Others, wboat, con-

fessions bý4 pot been sq unqualified,
were 8entepoad1 to a canonical pçn-
ancç, ana to shave the long b3arda
wbioh aIl the Order wore, ,a con-
formuity to the ouetomi of Eastern
nations. At length the King, deter-
mined to bring the mnatte *r to a
,termination, held a solemn counoil
with tl4e Pope at Vienna, in the egd
of 1811. AU ,the Bishops who at-
tended it, with the exception of three
Frenchi prelates, entreated, but i
vain, that an illustrions Order, whioh
had for nearly two centuries beau one
of the bulw;arks of Christandom,
sbould not be uttarly swapt away,
without its principal fanotionaries
being beard in their own defance.
B3ut the votes of three bundra mitrad,
Priests were of no avail against the
unjust decision of a triple-crowna
dotard, and the rapacity and implao-
ability of a marcileas King. After six
ruonths of proora8tination, the Pope,
finding the pralates firm, in their
opinion, rose suddanly in tbe midet
of thani, and exolaimed tbat, since
they would not gratify bis dear son,
the King of France, by passing a
judicial sentence on the Templars,
without a tedions and improper for-
mality, the planituda of the Papal
autihoritv should supply avery defeot.
This decided the fate of tbe Order.
In tha following spring bie formally
promulgated its suppression, raserv-
ing to himself and the ohuroli tbe
disposition of tha persons and the
astatas of the whole Brotharhood.

The whole estates of the Templars,
except such as ware situated in Spain,
which were specifically dadicated to
tha defence of that country againat
the Moors, who stili retained the
sovereignty of Grenada, ware forth-
with adjudga to the Knights of St.
John.

In the following year (1818), this
cruel and unjustifiable persecution
terminated. iu the final arraigument
of the Grand Master, Jaoquea de
Molai, and tbe tbree Grand Precap-
toro, Guy, Girand Prior of Normandy,
brother to the Prince of J»Uphinyt


