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THE CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN.

to the onee distravted Grand Lodge of
Manitoba, not to publish the letter
referred to. Wae beligve that the dif-
ficulties betweon the rival fections in
that Province were healed by mutual
conoessions, and both parties deserve
credit for their action wkich brought
about the happy resulf, and the re-
moval of a Masonic scandal. As we
are agsured that the address present-
ed to M. W. Bro. Newcomb expresses
the sentiments of a large number of
the Bretbren in that Province, and
we cannot ses anything objectionable
in it, we have great pleasure in giving
it publication:—
ADDRESS.
To M. W. 3ro. George F. Newcomb, P, G, M.;

The occasion of the dedication of this
spacious hall to the purposes of Masgonry is
regorded us a snitable one upon which to
erpress to you the high estimate your
brethren throughout the Province have
formed of your Masonic and private charac-
ter, as illustrated by your official and per-
sonal bearing during the trying period you
presided over the craft of this Province as
Grand Master.

Your efforts to establish #asonry in this
Province on & creditable and constitutional
basis, consistent with the recognized prin.
ciples of A. F. & A. M. throughout the Ma.-
sonic world, have resulted profitably to the
craft, and are, consequently, now recog-
nized. ‘

Your uuwavering deterraination to check
the careless, not to ssy reckless, manner in
which you found the craft in this Province
tending to drift, and insisting upon a sys-
tem of strict constitutional rule at & critical
period in the life of our Grand Lodge, is
worthy of al] praise.

The favorable reception your addresses
to Grand Lodge have uniformly met at the
hands of 211 the foreign Grand Lodges that
have taken any interest in our existencs as
2 constitutional and permanent Grand
Lodge, is gratifying evidence that your ad-
ministration of the high office of Grand
Iiaster, during two terms, is generelly ap-
proved. "

Your firm attitude against forcing an is-
sue vz the Ritual question, and your steady
adherence to whut you felt was for the best
interests o. Masonry in Mamtobs, and the
wotld in geu-ral, was fully justified as
events havs pro. n. : o

Your interest iu the craft while Grand

Master, as Qhown by your promptitude in
visiting all the Lodges throughout the
Province, dud administering advice and
counsel wherever and whenever needed,
rogardless of personal considerations or
popularity, hes resulted in permanent
betl;leﬁt to the canse of Masonry in Mani-
toba.

In all your efforts to settle Masonic diffi-
culties in Grand Lodge, on & fair, honorable
and constitutional basis, withont jeopardiz-
ing our existence as & Grand Lodge, or
lowering our standing with other Grand
Lodges, it cannot be ssid that Masonry was
disgraced to meet tie convenience of any
varty or faction or even sacrificed by you
for personal popularity.

You will, therefore, kindly accept this.
address and the accompanying gift as a
slight recognition of the value the donors
attach to the Masonic work you have ac-
complished, and of their appreciation of
your Masonic and persoral character.

Ontbehalf of the subscribers,

A. J. BELcE.
Winnipeg, April 6th, 1880.

‘We have not seen the reply, bub if
there ad been anything in it which
reflected upon the happy settlement.
of the Masonic difficulties in that
jurisdiction, we should have declined
to publish it, as we believe the past
should be forgotten: reference to the
old disputes would only serve to open
the trouble.

On the evening of the 2lst ult.,
several of the officers and rembers
of the XKingston Masonic Relief
Association proceeded to the house
of R. W. Bro. Geo. M. Wilkinson,
P. D. D. G. M., president of the
Association, and presentsd him with
8 beautifal silver Ice. Pitcher with
goblet, upon which was an inseription
stating that the gift. was a tribute
to Bro. Wilkingon’s great zeal in be-
half of the Agsociation. We have
not received any further partioulars
of the procsedings, consequently we
cgnnot lay them before our readexs,
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