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THE TONIC SOL-FA V8. STAFF NOTATION.

—

To the Editor of the Journal

Mr. Soward scoms to have much more regard for the old stafl
notation than he had when wo saw him at Albany. He gavo tho
impression thero that Tonic Sol-fa could do pretty much ovcry_thmg ;
ho went so far in that dirdction that some of his friends said that
they “hoped Mr. Soward would not claim that Beethoven sym-
phonics, and music of a similar charactor, could bo played from it.”
Ho now says:

“The Tonio Sol-fa may be suppesed to approach that venerablo
member of the musical community, the Staff, with language some-
thing like tho following: ‘I have for you the most. profound respect.
You have como down to us from antiquity, and you hold in your
embraco tho musical treasures of the world. But you need an in-
terpretor. A large proportion of the human race cannot understand

ou, and to thom these g)rocious treasures are hidden away m_nd Jost.
¥will take tho masses of the people and instruct them. I will lead
them up these diflicult heights by a gentler ginde, un’l’l will gradu-
ally raise them to the lovel of your noblest thoughts.’

This is all very beautiful, but the picture is not complote unti!
wa imagine this ¢ venerable member of the musical community’
looking down and weeping over this poor littlo fellow's ignorance
and injustice in heaping upon this ** vencrable membor " the respon-
sibility of the failure on the part of the musical profession in trying
to make of human beings mechanical musical instrumonts, with
which to find theso “ precious treasures,” Mr. Soward says, ¢ Mr,
Holt will try it sometimo,~—then his testimony will be as strong as
the strongest.” X am aware that Tonic Sol-fa is as contagious as
the measles, and may become cpidemic for a time in some localities
in this country. If I had been as much *exposed” ten years ago,
I might have * caught” it. Iam older now, wnd hope to ** escape,”
for T have obsorved that it goes much ¢ harc.. ” with those who do
not have it when “young.” But, joking aside, I shall teach the
Tonic Sol-fa notation just as soon as Mr, Seward, or any other
teacher, convinces mo that I can bo of greator sorvice to my pupils
by so doing.  Will Mr, Seward take the same position with regard
to the Staff notation, and drop the Tonic Sol-fa notation when he is
convinced that equally good results can bo obtained by going
directly to the Stafi'? ]

Now, if Mr. Seward will take n copy of his exercise, published in
my article, I will dircet him how to mark it, and he will have a fac-
simile of the one from which tho girls sang.

Wheother or not there is positive pitch in nature, wo will not
spend time in discussing ; but that thero is a property in musical
sounds ascortained by scientific and mathematical demonstration,
known aud accepled as standard, absolute or positive pitch (yet
varying in different countries), upon the principle of which all
musical instruments are constructed, and upon the representation
of which all musical instruments are played, I hardly think Mr.
Seward will dony.

Neither can ho clain: that this principle has any representation
whatever to the eye, in the Tonic Sol-fa nutation.  The Touschold
in which there is not some kind of a musical mstrument is tho very
rare exception. Now, shall the instruction in music in our public
schools bo given so as to save much fime and expense to the large
majority who will wish tv play sone kind of & musical instrument,
or shall all this t+ lost? I can do no bettor than to quote from my
article in the Transcript (Boston) of June 18, upon this point :

T asked a class of girls the othor day how many had pianos at
hemo, and thirty-seven hands wore raised. Supposo these thirty-
soven girls wished to learn to play tho piano. It will cost at least
two huadred dollars moro for the iustruction of sach of these thirty-
seven girls upon the piano if they practise singing all thot‘r school-
life from the Tonic Sol-fa notation than it would if they hac learned

from the Staff notation, and had becomo perfectly familiar with all
the differont koys and characters used. Whon theso things are con-
sidered, it becomes a matter of great importanco whether or not
music teachers find the true, natural method of toaching singing
with our Staff notation, and unite upon it.”

M. Soward roprints the first lino in the oxercise in music to show
that I am cither very ignorant with regard to chromatic tones, or ¥
have been guilty of telling an untruth. Now, if Mr. Soward is not
accustomed to think more carefully in methods of teaching than he
ireads, it is no wonder that he is going around through tho Tonic
Sol-fa notation to get to that of the Stafl. T aaid that this exercise
can bo represented in the Tonic Sol-fa notation as simplo scale inter-
vals having only one chromatic tone. Now, if it is impossible to use
these notes before and after the chromatic tones as ¢ bridgo notes,”
then I am wrong, and can only plead ignorance of that wonderful
invention, the Tonic Sol-fa notation. I think the wonder and
“ astonishment” will be that Mr. Seward shonld have made such a
blunder as ho “ certainly did.”

There is no chanco for any discussion between Mr. Seward and
myself upon what the musical profession have failed to do with tho
Staff nowation. or what has been accomplished with the Tonic Sol-fa
notation, I should admit all that he claims, and probably more. I
havo never taught singing on any other pri* ciple than the Tonic
Sol-fa. I agree with Mr. Curwen in methods of teaching in overy
particular excopt one.  Mr. Soward says, ¢ One teacher cannot lift
up the whole world.” That is doubtless very true; still I shall do
what I can, and I confidently expect to have Mr. Seward to help
me ono of theso days. Of one thing I am confident, and that is,
that no *‘portion of the human race,” whether in or * outsido of
Boston,” will need the Tonic Sol-fa notation when teachers learn,
first, how to teach ; sccond, how to name what has been taught; and
third, how to represent with the Stafl notation what is already
known.

Now, Mr. Seward is cordially invited to visit mo in my schoul
next June, to bo convinced of this fact. He shall have the privilege
of writing upon the blackboard any exercise he pleases, commencing
in C, and going anywhero he likes in any of the nine keys through
Eand 4 flat,—the cxercise to be no more difficult than the one
given his pupils ;-and wo will try and sing them without figures
above or below the notes; and while T will not promise thut they
shall be sung without any mistakes, ho shall have tho privilego and
satisfaction of laughing at all of our failures.

Mr. Seward says tho “ average mind of the masses cannot under-
stand the Staff notation.” Tho difficulty is not there, Mr. Seward.
The trouble is in the ‘“average mind” of the teachers who are
attempting to teach musie, who have not studied or qualified them-
selves for the profession of teaching.

Buston, Mass., 1881, H. E. Howm.

General  Exdormation.

Piomy Erermants.— It is commonly supposed that all elephants
are huge creatures, and though, as arule, thoy are an enormous size,
thero i3 one species which is very small. This kind is found in the
Malay peninsula, and some specimens have been procured whick are
only from twenty-cight to thirly-six inches in height, with a thick -
coat of bristly hair or woul, Two of these pigmy clephants wero
recontly exhibited in New York. They are described as playful and
inoffes:sive, holding out their tiny trunks for strangers to touch—a
practice of which they were particularly fond. They used to keep up
a swaying movement, sometimnes from sido to side, sometimes back-
ward and forward. One of them would vceasionally take hold of
o visitor's hand, gently curl his trunk arvund it, carry it carefully to
his mouth, and then ¢ ‘trumpet” with great glee.— Little Folks’ Maga-
zine.




