QF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

1st. The drained land comes iuto con-
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_the average to bhe about 20 bushels; one

dition for working a week or ten days ear- | from Poutiac, and one from Megantic yive

lier in the Spring than other lands.

9nd. The growth of the crops is quick-
enad all through the swmmer by an increase
of several degrees in the temperature of the
soil. And,

3rdly. The injurious effects of frcst are
kept off several days later ia the Fall.

In Lower Canada there is very little pro-
gress in tnis important branch of agricul-
ture.  Only seven report that a little
drainaze is done; all the rest report that
none is done. [ts value is evidently very
little understood. If premiums were ofter-
ed by Societies for the greatest extent of
underdraining, the benefit wonld soon be
manifes., and the present averages of grain
crops greatly increased.

As to the proportion which Winter
Whaeat bears to Spring Wheat, 31 Returns
state that the growth of Spring Wheat
greatly predominates, being double that of
Winter Wheat; the whole crop consisting
of two-thirds of Spring to one-third of Win-
ter Wheat. Thirteenstate that the growth
of both is about equal,—aund fifieen state
that the growth of Winter Wheat predomi-
nates over that of Spring, to the extent of
one-third. From comparicg the returns it
may be estimated that the number of acres
under Wheat, is about one-third of Winter
Wheit and two-thirds of Spring. Five
years azo there was not one acre of Spring
Wheat in Upper Canada for egery ten of
Winter Wheat. This certainly is an extra-
ordinary change, brought about chiefly by
the fearful invasions of the Wheat Midge,
but will probably be temporary, and will
continue only until draining aund high cul-
tivation shall have rendered the insect in-
necuous here, as it has been already ren-
derrd in Great Britain by what is called
" uizh farming.”” The general aaerage of
the Wheat crop in Great Britain is 28 bush-
“els: (three-quarters and a half)) and the
average weight 60 lbe per bushe.. There
_%eems no good reason why the average of
Upper Canada should not in a few years
equal that of Great Britain, by attention
10 drainage and high caltivation. Soil and
climate are naturally well adapted for the
- growth ol Whent.

* Of the 30 Returns received from Lewer
Conada, there are only four which report
-auy winter wheat grown, and they state the
sverage to be 18, 15, 20, 15,—equal tc: 17
bushels per acre. The County of Laval

.3wes 185 County of Otawa 15—and two

“from Pontiac give 20 and 15.

.. Twenty-three report the growth of some

- Spring Wheat—one from Terrebonne states

18: one from Grantham 17; one from
Leeds 16} ; three from Pontiae and Lotbi-
uiere 15 ; one from Megzantic14; one from
Ottawa 13; three from Bellechasse, Bagot
and Lothiniere give 11: one {rom Chicou-
timi and Mentmagne wive 11; and six
others state the average tu be 9 bushels.
The total average of Spring Wheat in
Lower Canada, is 13 bushels per acre.

Ten of the returns state that very con-
siderable injury has heen done to Spring
Wieay by the wheat midge :—Chicoutimi,
Iberville, Bagot, Joliette, and Timiscousta,
report from 25 to 50 per cent.; seventeen
report that the damayge done has been very
little, if any, this year. The remedy sug-
gested is, to sow very eacly or very late,
and by one to run a rope steeped with Tar-
pentine over the heads of the Wheat when
i blossom. The Black Sea Wheat is the
most recommended. The Fife is mentioned
only by five parties in Lower Canada,
althoush universally esteemed in Upper
Canada.

OATS.

The total average of Oats in Upper Ca-
nada, is 34} bushels per acre.

Two Counties report 53¢ bushels per acre.
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Simeoe, Ontario, Kert, and Wentworth,
give the highest returns, Lanark and Ren-
few, the lowest; the common Black Oats
are the most recommended ; the average
of 1858 was 32 bushels per acre, so that
there is an improvement of about 8 per
cent. on the crop of last year.

Considering that the statute bushel of
Qats here is only 34 lb., and that the aver-
age of Great Britain is 60 bushels per acre,
of 40 1b. per ‘bushel, there is great room
for improvement in the cultivation of this
crop. There does not appear anything in
the goil or climate of Upper Canada detri-
mental to the growth of this grain, and it
may be inferred that the difficulty arises
from inferior cultivation. The importation
of new varieties of seed has taken place to
a considerable extent, and it is to be koped
that the improvement will continue progres-
sing, till we approximate somewhat neazer
to British averages. .

In Lower Canada the Returns show an

laverage of 234 bushels per acre. Megantic

returns 30, aud Pontiac 26 bushels:



