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258 APPENDIX.

At dawn of day the boats were in readiness, and the
troops commenced embarking under the fire of a
commanding battery mounting two 18-pounders and
two 6. The movement was soon discovered, and a
brisk fire of musketry was poured from the whole line

of the Canada shore. Our battery then opened to
sweep the shore, but it was for some minutes too dark
to direct much fire with safety. A brisk cannonade
was now opened on the boats from three difl^erent

batteries—our battery returned their fire, and occa-
sionally threw grape upon the shore, and was itself

served with shells from a small battery of the enemy.
Colonel Scott, of the artillery, by hastening his march
from Niagara Falls in the night, arrived in time to re-

turn the fire with two 6-pounders.

The boats were somewhat embarrassed with the

eddies, as well as with a shower of shot ; but Colone?

Van Rensselaer, with about one hundred men, soon
effected his landing amid a tremendous fire directed

upon him from every point ; but to the astonishment
of all who witnessed the scene, this van of the column
advanced slowly against the fire. It v as a serious

misfortune to the van, and indeed to the whole expe-

dition, that in a few minutes after landing, Colonel Van
Rensselaer received four wounds. Under so severe a

fire, it was difficult to form raw troops. By some
mismanagement of the boatmen, Lieutenant-Colonel

Chrystie did not arrive until sometime after this, and
was wounded in the hand, in passing the river. Col-

onel Van Rensselaer, still able to stand, with great

presence of mind ordered his officers to proceed with

rapidity and storm the fort. This service was gal-

lantly performed, and the enemy driven down the hill

I!

i!!i'


