INTRODUCPION.

ricmis Tast rising into éminence ? How many men distin.
guaished for their .acqairenenu in literature ? How many
eminent for their skill in the arts and sciesces, now residing -
dn all our principal cities? Eaeh of our iéurned professions
aiso contains ‘numbers celebrated for thiskr knowledge and
.acquirements. -Have we not eloquent orators in our senate,
and some distinguished politicietis 1o all départments of our
_government? ‘Observe -the general extent of informatien
.diffased among the mass of our population, and then blame
.2 young Americas for an engrossing sttachment 1o the pur-
suit of learning. I may at-least endeayor to cultivate to the
utmost, the capabilities bestowed on me by the band of na»
tare. 1 why be indefatigib¥o n the purswit of knowiedge,
.and. L trust that a discriminating and liberal public will re-
- celve my-productions .with indulgence; and then perbaps
" - oua fulure day,-I may produce a work more worthy of
itisie enconragement, and more calculated to do - honor to
/Our native coustry.’

¢ But the critics, my friend?’

’N&t even that formidable name shall deter me from cnb-<
mittiag my intended *publication to the inspection of my
countrymen. Qur reviews, Mr. Noxbury, are mostly con- .
ducted by men of candour and liberality, who will not ex~
pect perfection from u young and unkoown author. &
that my pages will not be found detrimental to the great '
cause of religion and morality. In my tale of * Tonnewon-
te,’ I have endeavored {o describe some of the causes of the
spirit of emigration so predominant among the citizens of
America, and also the general habits prevalent in many of

_ our new settlements. [ wished to demonsirate the effect
of edycation, and accidental .circumstances, iwfotmin; the




