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about five or six miles a day; but in crossing a long,
rough portage I made one day about fifteen miles, and suf-
fered for it, too.

“The missions I visited belong to the Methodist Church;
no other denomination has ever occupied this ground.

“The Rossville Mission is very pleasantly situated on the
shore of a beautiful little lake, within two miles of Norway
House Post, and is the oldest and by far the strongest of our
Indian missions in the North-west. It was established in 1840
by the Rev. Mr Rundle, Wesleyan missionary from London.
In looking over the register of baptisms and marriages, which
has been carefully kept from the first, I found the first bap-
tism recorded on the 28th day of May, 1840, by Mr. Rundle,
and the last on the 3d of January, 1875, by myself. Be-
tween these dates one thousand five hundred and sixty bap-
tisms were registered. Mr. Rundle was succeeded by the
late Rev. James Evans, who, in labors and travels and suc-
cesses, was ‘ more abundant,” and whose name is ever men-
tioned by these Christian Indians with profoundest respect
and gratitude. Probably one thousand Indians or more con-
sider this place, and neighborhoods adjacent, their home.
The mission itself embraces a large number of families who
live in-very comfortable and clean-looking little houses, not far
from the church and school and mission house. The church,
which has been enlarged once, was built by Mr. Evans, and
is at-present about sixty feet by forty feet, and, as it is closely
seated, I suppose contains occasionally some four hundred,
little and big, of a congregation.*

“Since the Rev. Mr. Evans the mission has been occupied
by Messrs. Thomas Hurlburt, Brooking, George McDougall,
Stringfellow, E. R. Young, and their present pastor, Mr.
Ruttan, all of whom have been made great blessings té this
once benighted people. At present there is a membership of
three hundred and eighty-one, of whom forty-seven are on

* This church has, since this was written, been replaced by a much better
structure.
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