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Ministry should possess fit residences. Why should
we not follow an example so obviously good, and,
because we rightly ask the Judges of the Supreme
Court and federal Ministry to reside at the Capital,
furnish them with the means of doing so in a manner
suited to the dignity of this nation ?

Forgive me for detaining you at length, but in
speaking to you it is impossible not to remember that
I am addressing the wealthiest and greatest commu-

nity in the country. Montreal must always keep her

pre-eminent position on the St. Lawrence, situated as
she is at the end of the ocean waterways, which form
so imperial an avenue to the artificial navigation con-
necting the great lakes that lie at the limits of
the vast grain region of the prairies. But while
our thoughts naturally turn westward to the vast
interior with gratitude to the Giver for so won-
drous a wealth in the new soils of. the central
continent, let us be thankful also for the Provi-
dence which has enabled our thrifty and hardy
people to turn to good account the banks on both
sides of the great stream flowing from hence seawards.
Let us be thankful that this great arterial channel has
tempted people not only up its own current, but up the
channels of its tributaries, and that under the guidance
of men like Labelle and others, we are gradually having
the great country to the north opened up by settle-
ments which have spread along the Ottawa, the River
Rouge, the Lievre and the Saguenay, until the long
silent shores of Lake St. John have become the busy
scenes of agricultural life. Let us be grateful also




