preparéd by counisel apectally employ-

ed for that purpose;.
. with  the duty’ of examining

‘acts 'In force in other cou .and
preparing ' measure Suitablé for this

provifice. - When ‘amendments were |

‘proposed, these - were qil\il_:x'ni'tté;»lz-’ to
counsel for investigation, and such of

 them wére'mdpteﬂ‘u,’s'eeméd‘,w be

called for.  Possibly others ought to
have been adopted. We are not disin-
clined ‘to think that this may be the
case; jbut after a law. has been: pre-
pared with care, and been reconsidered

also with care, there seémsd to-be some.

ground for the assumption ‘that the
_Attorney-General has: endeayored to
réach s conclusion as nearly in the
interagtu of .the ;pm\'ince a8 ‘was pos-
sible. -The door is not closed: to fur-

‘ther améndmants, and in the meshtime.

coﬁpmiés'g:? taking advantage of the
act,‘and’ are registéring. under it by
hundreds. Under these circurstanaces
we greatly’ quéstion’the wisdomipfcre-
ating the impregsion abvond that dbm-

..Panies are being treated with excep-.
tional rigor fn this  provimce. Last
year some of the Toronto papers were
very emphatic in condemning certain
provisiens in the act, and’charged the
provincial goyernment with displaying
an  un-Canadian -spirit - asking ° the’
house to 'pass it. It was .showiw,u to
those papers that the- section about
which they complained the mast was
eopied | verbatim: from: the statute of
Ontario on the same"subject.

We feel"warranted in saying that the
government stands ready to examine
into any représex_z'tat_lons that méy be
made by the ‘business community in
respect  toithe act and to pronounce

/. upon them in a spirit of perfect fair-
- mess, without considering the fact that
they ‘may involve changes in, the law
as it now stands.: Mr.. Bowser. is a
gentleman, who when he thinks he'is
right, i not to be lightly forced to
change his views; but as he does not
reach his conclusions. hastily, and he
is ‘justified: in standing hy them until
he has'been shown that they are un-
wise. | Heds'responsible in great meas-
ure for. the legislation of the province,
not, those persons whe 86 freely criti-
cige ‘him. « The duties of Premier are
80 manifold and so arduous that he of
‘necessity must entrust the framing of
legal enactments to the Attornéy-Gen-
eral, and. those whom the latter may
employ ‘to ‘assist’ him. Of course the
Premier’ cannot “escape responsibility
for unwise legislation by seeking to
place. the burden .upon the shoulders
of the Attorney-General; and we are

" satisfied .that he ‘has no desire to do
80. When' we say that “the responsi-
bility for legal _measures rests .upon
the Attorney-General, . we are speak-
ing in a professional sense not in a
political one.” The duty of preparing a
q::mpanies' Act rested ‘upon the At-
torney-General,. and he may be pre-
sumed to have given it'too great a de-
gree of attention’to be 'ready to alter
it merely because he'is asked to."We
‘have the greatest respect for the views
of such bodles. as the boards of trade,
and Bhlieve that due welght ought al-
ways tobe given to them, but it does

. miot follow that because the Attorney-
General does not see éve to eye with
representatives . of “the boards, he is
wrong. Sometimes laymen are unable
to see the lp}l.em"dt'chgnxeg they.
‘propose in legislation. In like manner
it  is ‘doubtless true that lawyers may
not quite ses the effect upon business
.of certain ‘enactments. The upshot of
the whole matter seems to us to be
that the amendment of the Companies’

" “Act is something worthy of very care-
- ful consideration, but that in the mean-
/ ‘while there is no sense in getting into

& -panic over. it and calling any one

hard names. 1%

| pecially relating t6 Victoria.: Take thei

not recefved ‘practical consideratio

not béen pressed upon the govern
 ment. The ‘demands upoh the Eov
\ment are many, and very large ‘ap-
propriations bad to be asked of the
Legislature this year for matters es-

Songhees Reserve for one thing.  ‘We
‘do not_think the citizens quite appre~
clate what Mr. M¢Bride usked Hhis
"céi;eiéd'es in' the ministry and in the
House fo assent to, when. he' ex.
preyaq?:féf a wish for an appropfiation
«of iliree-quarters of. a million dellars{
4o settle this :long-drawn out.:gues-

Miil Bay Road, far larger than aiy.

Been' made. for the. beginning of new,
departmental buildings, for the gen-:
eral” improvement of = Parliament
Square, for th? ‘agsistance : in protect-
ing the Dallas.Road foreshore and o

available a (line; hg.é to. . be drawn,

sentatives hestated in asking for an
immeédiate’ appropriation for a new

for these "things. 'We think, .how-

action ought not to be any ‘longer de-
layed, and that at:the next session
of the Legislature provision ought to

the question of site. The suggestion
has ‘'been made that the new court-
house =should * be: on ' Parliament
“Square, but we do’ not quite’ agree
with this. k

AN OBSERVATORY. FOR VICTORIA

R

among those persons who have in-
vestigated the = question. When ‘the
word “observatory” is.used, most peoa
ple haye in mind. an establishment
equipped '~ for astronomical - observ-
ations, but while Mr. Denison does not
exclude this from the scope of his
plans, it is not the chief feature of
them.:' His purpose }s to have provid-
ed' at Victoria.an equipment for the
careful and complete observance . of
earth movements, using that ‘expres-
sion in its broadest sense. He be-
lieves that a study of these movements,
which’ are constant, if irregular, will

lead to the determination of connecs
tion between coal mine accidents and
seismic action. It is not to be assum-

in advance when-gas yﬂl be found in
mines, but it may be possible to ingi«
cate when ‘it may likely be foygnd, and

the prospects of a storin can take the g

of mines can be.on the lookout for the
first symptoms of danger. If this can
be accomplished: it will be of incalcut-
able value.- It will meat the saving of
life and property fo an’ exfent which.
cannot now be estimated.’ Le: it he

before now ‘_lpﬂtha't‘i:tq" urgency has {ainy

on. Even with  the..large revenue | who feels he must-go: out. between ft‘hé

court-house and an enlarged and im- |[Victoria as’ it useqd tobes ‘bt réa.uy
proved ‘registry office, they .canvery |there is no good Téason why a mad
well  excuse - ‘themselVes by saying [canhot sit through d play just as Well
that there had beén no public Gemand {as a lady can. - o Bl

ever, that the ‘time has come when |*

be  made,_ for: ahbee: very necessary|ang that hereafter whed they are sd-
public works. Here dgain comés up vised iegally that they dre i b

its Diagram” ‘is ‘thé title of a paper

ed that it will become possible to tell{or. the craw of the ‘British ship- Man-

churia, stranded"three fhlles below Lit- ||
tle Island, on ‘the'AVﬂti_nla coast, ‘re- |
fused ‘to 4eave the vesdel today. With

just as mariners, on being advised -of{ almost as calm asa millp

needed: precaptions, so those incharge ;"::r:; fioat her on the ‘late “d‘é"tﬂ“

T Vou‘w
pben ‘foises . a
ight be in

3 o i ;
not dbated;ithis managément will sure

Iy have to take drastie ‘measures. to|

protect those of its patrons who-come |

g 7 S %

to @ playvin time.

. z},no',t.her theatrieal Iiiils‘d'ncé(_ls. “theif
 pérson who has seén ‘the play - before |-
and keeps telling all ¥nd sundry what |
18 coming next, Fet’such thers iy ah- [ B
WL Anes- [sqlutely no forgiventss. fAkift to thase ||
Hon:~Then there have beén laige ox- |sinners is the person whip has seen the
| penditures 1n econndotion with."fhalactor in other  plays.or other dotors|
b e T Y {n the safne play. It s well enough]
one imdgined, . Provislon has also]to talk about such-ihings between the| k
: acts, provided yeu idoriot talk in af

tone that can ‘be-héard, over ‘half the

house, but to: do' so; whilé the play is

in ‘progress is rudeness, i e
The: third' nulsgnte.ds ‘the person

acts, even. though it 40 @oing" he dfs-

somewhere; and. if the Victoria repre- |commodes’ a number -of ladies. Tt is.,

pleasant to ‘be ahle ‘to 'say that ' this
nuigange is not so much in evidence in

We venture the guess that it will be
a long time before the officials of Vie-
toria “undertake fo b8 'a  law unto
themselves 'in_p:re"pgrmg 4 ‘voters’ list,

will"'get themselveés right as quickly as
they can. il T
<GB Rt e g

“The Steam Enging *Indicator and

read’ before 'the Inbtikute: of Marine.

Engineers of London and the ‘Associa- |
/'Mr. Napier Denison’s appeal for an |!0D 0f Marine and Stationary Engin- _
observatory for. Victoria is one with |€eTS at Victoria. It{l ‘duthor : .i-s Mr. |
which there will be. much sympahty W. G. Winterburn of this city. The

paper is necessarily very . teshnical,
bBut'it is said to be very thorough ana
able. ks ks

- Referring to' the lettér printed’ this
morning from the Mdyor in regard to
the costs” in the progeedings to del

clare the late municipal election  in- |

valid, we are'in a 'position to say that
the reason influencihg the governnient
to make the costs’ payable by the eity

was that it ‘propased by legisiation |

lo take away the Tight of appeal from
the: losing party to the Praceedings.

To 'do ‘this and at the same time to
cast valimble light —upon : Important tqrcg him to ‘pay ‘coltg_ would  have
matters, and. especially that they may {°eR clearly unjust.

‘Manchuria’s Crew Stays Aboard _

NORFOLK; Va., Maréh 9—After a

night of terror, twenty-bight members

the ‘shifting; of ‘the wiha the Sea . was:

ond. Wreckers
say they, will save the vessel ‘and ex-

“hew fufnitnre:in

. apd regular pedestal styles

{supposed that by pursulng. the line of | tper s
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To fave a:perf ing-r
our dining tables

ity dt therusnal reasonabl
those who prefer this style.

P

m you require a,diniﬂg,—’roém table chosen from our immernse assortment. Every one of

earance that others carinot imitate, the wood is of the best. the graim being: unbeatable, all are

, he high polish on the beautiful table tops which:we are. now displaying on

ey ‘willigrace any dibing-room, no matter whether yodr room ‘is large or small. *We have redeived carloads of

: ast few ‘days, and a visit to our furniture tloors will 'be of interest to you—articles of the highest qual-

prige, the price that nevér alters, ' i ' "

Then we have them in Golden Oak; Mahogany and Golden Fir, etc.’ Round and square tops
Prices start as low as'§7.50. -« T T ey b

ur fourth floor is un-

‘We have asplendid assortment of Mission style tables for

<k

P o ey 1

1. Our®3ssortment - of “quality
| Biiffetijirom $25,00 js, of great
templating  making” a- purchase
dor theidining:room, We have
sonie’ hew omnes that-are just
‘being gticed; and they are now
ready for ' your ' inspection.
They are magnificent Buffets,
the wopds. are ' perfect,’ being

tures are all”of High gdality.
Our showing at present on our
third: floor of ‘these Buffets is
a -pleasure: to; any one  who
‘takes‘'a pride i a’ pretty home.
"Why, yotr can/ sperd hours
Jooking' ‘at. these Buffets, the
" different designs, studying the
‘beantiful grain of wood; etc., is
an. education. . Whenever you
have the time take 'a visit to
see : this - new furniture—you
don’t have to buy.. Come and
look around and  enjoy your-
self among these mew goads.
Every way you turn you see
siamcthing new..

Prices Start at. §25;00.

‘Dining Room Chairs

\interest to,any ons who is.con- | |

;- J.specially- -selected—we ichoose |
L of the: moestobeautiful grains.:The
“ | finisties are of the best; the fix-

Do you prefer anice sideboard
} for: your dining-room? Our
-Sideboards 4.:’ufe the finest and |
: 'l‘)‘e‘st‘ that can be'bought at tic
| ‘prices we offer. We have an
fimmense stock at present, and
T many: new ‘styles just arrived
give the largest™ variety of
quality Sideboards in the West.
All . are  beautifully finished,
every piece of wood the best
quality, every mirror: the best
procurable. If you have a din-
ing-room that looks 2 bit emp-
ty you can fill up the vacancy
for very little cost by getting
one of these stylish and useful
articles. - 'You will ‘make a big
mistake if you buy furniture at
sales,  You never know what
you are buying, it takes years
before you can become an ex-
pert ‘in the farniture business.
Take no chances.” Buy where
you know you get the best
quality, and besides the prices
are just.as good, if not better.
These prices start as low as

$16.00.

Dinner Wagons From
, $12.50

Do you want a handsome piece of furniture
for. ‘your 'dining-room, 'something that will 'at
once prove a safe receptacle for your china angd
cut glass, ‘while adding considerably to the ap-
pearance of your room?® You will find that it
will save labor by protecting the glass and china
from ‘the dust, besides bringing ‘the ‘chances of
breakages to-practically—nil.

This illustration .gives you a slight idea of
one’of the many designs in this particular article
of furniture. We have on display a large num-
ber of the very newest and most artisti¢ designs
in ‘every kind of weod and finish. " Youn will find
the prices to your liking. = They start at $15.00.

From $2.00

| it Dhoshies

-If you give one, you want it to be handsome in design and certain of lasting a life-
time. A : # :

= ¢+ That’s the kind we sell. ‘We are showing a very handsome assortment of trophies
just now, and would' like to haye- you ‘call in and see them. ' 'We are always pleased
-to.show our assortment of silverware to any one. interested. One of these handsome
. sporting trophies we are showing will stimulate unusual jnterest in any competition.
They are unusually handsome in design. Come in and see these magnificent cups—
you will-find' an assortment that .will please you.- We are always pleased to show you
our stock: ot S ; : < Fin Hatntends
: SEE THESE CUPS TODAY ON OUR FIRST FLOOR

SWethgwe dhem oWy Llunu T (0L DG b siusear Siton L .. $4.00
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