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THE A.-Y-.P. EXPOSITION

It is announced that the Dominion
government will give $75,000 to erect
a suitable building for a Canadian ex-
hibit at the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific ex-
position, and that the exhibit, that has
been displayed with such excellent re-
sults in Great Britain, is to be sent
out to Seattlee. This will make a
very fine showing for the Dominion as
a whole, but it is ‘'woérthy of ¢onsideéra-
tion if something especially represen-
tative of Western Canada should net
be arranged. No one questions the
excellence of the collection which the
Dominion government has provided,
but this exhibition at Seattle is pecu-
liarly western. The occasion is one
that will be taken advantage of.to
make widely known everything favor-
able to the Pacific coast states and
Alaska, and we are strongly of the
opinion that British Columbia, Alberta
and the Yukon should have special re-
preSentation. The matter was before
the council of the board of trade yes-
terday, and is on the agenda paper for
today’s meeting of the full board. The
people of Calgary, and we assume that
in this matter they represent the
views of ‘the peoplé 'of Alberta gerner-
ally, favor a joint exhibit for their
province and British Columbia. The
Vancouver board of trade has taken
the matter up, and as appeared from
a dispatch in yesterday’s Colonist,
have decided to promote such a sug-
gestion. We think very well of it. As
Mr. David R. Ker said at the meeting of
the council yesterday, the relations of
Alberta and British Columbia are be-
coming closer steadily and are likely
to become very intimate. It would
be very desirable-if the two provinces:
could arrange to cooperate in this
matter. It might be the beginning of,
a policy of cooperatidn. That would:
Jeave the Yukon out of a special ex-
hibit, but a way might be found to
include it. We are not making any.
hostile criticism of the plan adopted
by the Dominion government. On the.
contrary, it meets with our hearty ap-
proval, if that is worth anything.
What we would like to see, if it 1s pos-
sible to bring it about, is a joint
special exhibit from the two western
provinces and the Yukon, which would
be supplementary of, and not-in oppo-
sition to, the general Canadian exhibit.

The correspondence, which the board
of trade has had with the provincial
Premier shows that the local gevern-
ment is alive to the desirability of the
province being adequately represented.
‘We assume, although we do not know,
that the suggestion of Jjoint action
with the province of Alberta has mnot
yet been placed officially before the
ministers. If it does come before them
we hope that they will be able to see
their -way ' clear to cooperating with
our sister province.

ing report of the Committee on Trade
and Commerce submitted.to the Coun-
cil of the Board - of Trade . yesterday
upon certain questions sent out by the
Department of Trade and Commerce.
The whole report  is interesting, but
the part to which we wish to make
special reference is that relating to
the much-hoped-for railway connec-
tion between Vancouver Island and the
Mainland. We spoke of this matter
yesterday in connection with the ac-
tion of the Citizens’ League of Na-
naimo, and then suggested to Mr.
Templeman that he might advantage-
ously consider if an appropriation can-
not be secured for .a re-examination
of the route surveyed by Marcus
Smith, as far as it lles between the
Summit and tide water. In speaking
of the subject again today we do so
for the purpose of urging Mr. Ralph
Smith 'to give the same matter his at-
tention. It is peculiarly appropriate
for Mr. Smith to move in it, because
the revived inteérest in it arises out of
action taken in his own constituency,
‘We know that Mr. Smith appreciates
the value which sucHi a raflway would
be, not only toc Vancouver Island but
to the Mainland of British Columbia,
and, indeed, the whole of Canada. -If
he has not already brought it under
the attention of the government, he
probably has not” thought it timely to
do s0. We venture to suggest to him
that the people of the Island are ripe
for actlon now. . No matter what oth-
.er proposals for railway construction
under government assistance may be
carried out, the people of Vancouver
Island . will never be satisfied until
the connection referred to has been
obtained. The movement is not in
any sense hostile ‘to the proposal of
the Canadian Northern, as it was out-
lined in a general way.by Mr. D. D.
Mann. No one in Victoria, and we
are sure noc one in Nanaimo, desires
to say or do anything which will pre-
vent the construction of a railway by
the general route mentioned by Mr.
Mann. We can readily see haw the
reasonable demands of Victeria in
connection with such a line could be
satisfactorily met, but we would like
to see the whole Island developed. We
would like tc see the old favorite pro-
ject of a Bute Inlet connection carried
out at the earliest yosslblc day, no
matter what else fay be'done. There-
fore we are glad that the people of
Nanaimo have taken the matter up so
earnestly, and_therefore, 3lsp, we¢ ask
that Mr. Templeman and Mr. Smith
will use every effort in their power to
advance the consummation .of that
project, which is conceded by all per-
sons, who have examined into it, to
possess exceptional merit, although it
must be conceded that, looking to im-
mediate results, as good a case can-
not be made out for it as for the line
which seems to be favored by the Can-
adian Northern. It is, we are- satis-
fied, the best possible route for a rail-
way from the wheat lands of Alberta
to the ocean, and in advecating. it we
do so because we believe such a rall-
way ought to .be .constructed at the
earliest possible.day.. 2 o)

ELEGTRICAL SMELTING

Dr. Haanel, of the Dominion depart-
ment of mines, concerning whose in-
vestigations into the electrical smelt-
ing of iron . .ores, the Colonist has
spoken on. several occasions, i8 about
to establish -an experimental plant for
the purpose ‘of utilizing peat as a fuel
for the generation of electricity.
Water power is preferred naturally,

because of its Pelative cheapness.
There seems to be no doubt whatever
of the feasibility of the electrical
process. Eight furnaces are in opera-
tion in Sweden, and each is an im-
provement upon the others, the last
one to be erected being regarded as
everything that is to be desired.

This is a matter of very great in-
terest to. the ‘"people of Vancouver
Island. Lying between this city and
Barkley Sound and on the route of the
proposed railway betweeni those points,
are immense deposits of magnetic iron
ore of high grade. As we said a day
or two ago in speaking of this part of
the Island, there are coal beds, the ex-
tent of which seems to be great but is
as yet unknown, not far from the iron,
and there is a great available water
power, at least such is our informa-
tion. The Nitinat river, which is the
outlet of Nitinat lake, flows between
rocky walls said to be 200 feet high.
It is of no service to navigation, and
the claim is made that it could be
dammed so as to secure any desired
head of water and an immense storage
basin. If this is correct, here i8 a
power capable of Indefinite develop-
ment, and- it-could be used in connec-
tion with electric smelting or for any
other purpose.

MUNICIPAL WORK.

* As was suggestod in a paragraph in
the last-issue of the Colonist, the in-
vestigation Into the manner in which
certain municipal work has been car-
ried on leaves matters abcut where it
found them, but we are far from think-
ing that the inquiry will do no good.
On the contrary we look for beneficlal
results. As is very often the case in
municipalities, ‘things have been al-
lowed to drift along pretty much as
they liked. No one seemed to feel
full fresponsibility for anything.  If
a citizen spoke to a city officlal about
the way things were being done, he
was met courteously encugh but got
very little satisfaction. We are not
blaming any one particularly for this,
because it is in point of fact no one’s
fault more than ancther's. What
seems tc be uppermost in the minds of
those who talk about this matter. is
that there js the lack.of, a responsible
head. Perhaps public opinion is wrong
‘upon this point, but the general im-
pression is that the City Engineer does
nect have the free hand, which he ought
to have. It so seems as if what the
City Engineer ought to have is full
control over all descriptions ef public
work, and if his dutles are so onerous
that .he is unable to give his whele
time to supervision and consultaticns,

them. :We do not suggest that he is
interfered with by aldermen, but we
do say that he ought nct to be. Al-
dermen may properly have a voice in
saying what ought to be done, but not
in saying how it shall be done. That
seems to be work for an expert A
private indtvidual: would’ leave expert
work t6 an expert. We' @ not know
how far the observation just made is
called for by anything that has trans-
pired in the past. We have heard a
great deal, but it is not always safe to
accept everything said on such’polnts.
Nothing will be lost in this matter by
letting by-gones be ‘by-gones ‘and go-
ing forward on strict business lines.
There is a vast amount of work te
be done in Victoria. We think the
present City Counicl is disposed to be
aggressive and progressive. If ‘we are

...A-STRANGE .POSITION.

On Saturday the Vancouver . Worl
had an article in regard to government
aid to the Canadian Northern, There
is evidently something amiss typo-
graphically with the latier part of it,
but it seems. clear emough that our
Vancouver contemporary calls upon the
three Vancouver members of the cabi-
net to settle the question out of hand
We think it a little unfortunate that
the World shotld have felt it to be
its duty to direct attention in this
pronounced way to the fact that of
the provincial ministry three members
represent Vagcotver and the adjoining
constituency of Richmond, 'especially
as with this it couples what seems to
be a demand that they shall exercise
their influence ‘in ‘a sectional way to
determine the policy of the govern-
ment. There are a good many people
in the province who think ‘the repre-
sentation of the small’ area around
and including Vancouver in the leg-
i{slature is quite as large as it ought
to be. For ourselves we endeavor to
look at matters in a broader way, and
so that the affairs of the province are
well conducted, and sectionalism s
not a.pparerit. we are not very greatly
concerned as to the part c¢f the prov-
ince from which ministers or members
come. It is very unfortunate, we think

very outset of ‘the movement for the
development of & ‘railway policy force
sectionalism to the front.

Our contemporary is impatient at
the delay which has occurred in re-
gard to provincial assistance to rail-
ways and what it regards as the dan-
ger of further delay. We would have
been very glad if something could
have been done sooner than seems
probable, although -we do not antici-
patetany great delay, now that the
matter has' been launched. We are
not advised as to the view taken by
the provincial ministry in regard to a

press upon ministers the great desir-
ability of not proposing anything until
they had something specific to pro-
pose, and if they have been influenc-
ed by that view we can easily under-
stand -why nothing has -been as yet
done. Time « is: necessary in these
things. If specific projects are to be
formulated, there must be two parties
to them, the government on the cne
side and responsible people on the
other. Until this year no railway com-
pany has shown any desire to enter
into. negotiations with the government
for construction on a large scale. Ev-
ery one has known that the Canadian
Northern wished to reach the Coast,
but until last month nc one represent-
ing the company was prepared to make
any definite proposal Why this should
be the case need hardly be %explained
to those, who know the magnitude of
the undertakings that company had
in hand and watched the nature of its
operations. The Grand Trunk Pa-
cific had no proposition to make; at
Jeast if ft had the public has not been
informed of. it. The Canadian Pacific
has been busily engaged in extending
its lines in varicus directions and the
Great Northern has been in the field;
but neither of these companies was
engaged in work which could properly
form the basis of a provincial rallway
poliey. The- CN.R. is now an
applicant ‘for - aid- to what is the
completion of ‘a transcontinental line;
the G.T.P. suggests that it would like
assistance in the construction of at
least one important branch line, and
possibly there are some things which the
C.P.R. might ‘do sooner if assisted than

it would otherwise do On the latter

He ought to be relleved of ‘some - of.

to have good results, we must have

: 25 .| business methods. ° : y
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>|this {s a detail.

that our contempérary ‘should at the’

railway policy, but have endeavored to |
|search. All

point nothing has been said even semi-

officially and the G.N.R. aigclim any
desire for aid ¢f any kind.

As a general proposition _we think
the public of’ British Calumbia would
be averse to the extension of aid to
railways, which could not strictly be
said to be designed for the development
of new areas; but we are very strong-
ly of the opinicn that they will sup-
port the government in any business-
like project, whereby the early con-
struction of such ‘development lines
can be secured. If we may conclude
anything from what has been stated
in the press and otherwise, the gov-
ernment is likely to have specific prop-
ositions before them at an early day,
and we are confident that these prop-
ositions will be approached with a
bona fide intention of settling them
along lines that can be justified to the
public. To what extent the govern-
ment may be justified in ¢ommitting
the province it would be premature to
express an opinion. This is a point
upon which we must all wait for light.
We do not suppose that even the min-
isters themselves know what will be
asked of them.

NATURAL RESOURCES

The Prime Minister and the Leader
of the Opposition are in accord on &
very interesting proposal, namely, that
there shall be special committees ap-
pointed to take into conslderation the
development and conservation’ of the
natural resources of Canada. The
matter came up in consequence of a
suggestion from Mr. Borden that &
seléct standig ‘committee should be
appointed to which all matters re-
lating to the subjects meéntioned
should be referred, and he added that
he thought there might™ 'well be a
sub-committee to which matters re-
lating to the fisheries could be sent.
The Prime Minister accepted the prin-
ciple of the suggestion -and added
that he thought there might advan-
tageously be three committees, one for
the fisheries, one for minerals and one
for timber and waterways. The idea
is an excellent one, and we venture to
suggest that it ought to be supplemen-
ted by the appointment of a compe-
tent person ‘to act throughout the year
as secretary of .these  committees,
possibly one man could act for all
three, whose duty it should be to col-
late information and to whom corres-
pondence could be addressed. - We do
not suggest that this secretary should
have any executive powers whatever,
but only that he should be the agency
whereby material could be got to-
gether for the use of the select com-
‘mittees during.the session of parlia-
ment. f
If the history of other countries
teaches us anything at all, it is that
Canada cannot too soon begin the
conservation of her ' natural wealth.
Take our forests for example. Accord-
ing to the system,’or rather lack of
system, followed in most parts of the
Dominion, the exhaiistion of our
forest wealth is steadily drawing
nearer. It is doubtless a long way off
vet, but the rate of consumption is
annually increasing, and, exceptin some
comparatively small areas, nothing is
being done in the way of  restora-
tion. 1Indeed, the natural restoration
of the forests is too often retarded
by the ravages of fires, whieh might
largely be prevented, as the experience
of this province during the past few
years has demonstrated. Just at pres-
ent the preservation of resources is
chiefly in the educational ‘stage. The
people are only beginning. to learn its
importance and if very strenuous laws
were passed, there might be some re-
senfment. It seems to be necessary
to get the public to understand that
the policy of conservation is 'a wise
policy, and we can see lines in which
the proposed committees could do ex-
cellent work, ¥

CASTLES IN THE AIR.

A Chatham, Ont., despatch says that
a number of people living. in the
neighborhood of Bothwell are satisfied
that they are entitled fo a property
valued at $750,000,000, left by one Henry.

'Page, who dled at Marble Arch, Mid-

dlesex, in 1829. The land is said to be
leased for ninety-nine years, of which
twenty-one years are yet to run. The
despatch ‘does not say who has- been
getting the rents during the: past
seventy-eight years, but like many
things in these great-alleged fortunes,
It .is" sopre since-an
excitement has arisen.over a: big es-
tate supposed to be awaiting heirs.
The latest was that over what was
called the Chase Estate, or the Chase-
Townley or Towneley Estate. Be-
fore that the. Anneke Jans Es-
tate, which was not -in England,
but consisted - of - an exceedingly
valuable part of New York city, was
the subjéct of great speculation. Prev-
jous to _that the . Lawrence-Townley
HEstate held the boards: The! latter was
the most interesting of them all. For
a period o6f half a4 century it was con-

1tinually coming to the front, and the

opinions .of many very prominent law-
yers were.given in favor of the validity
of the alleged claim. Abbot Lawrence,

‘when Unlited  States minister in Lon-

don, devbted much time and expended
a very large amount of money in‘in-
vestigation, and largely through his ef-
forts the Lawrence ' genealogy " was
compiled: Bonds, redeemable Wwhen the
estate was - settled, were 'sold freely
some twenty-five ‘or thirty years ago.
Only a very few years ago an dttempt
was made to revive interest in the
" 'these so-called estates
have been the means whereby design-
ing persons have victimized thousands
of people, who could ill afford to lose
the money spent by them in a fruit-
less endéavor ' to secure the coveted
wealth. In regard to the Lawrence-
Townley Estate, both the Bank of
England -and the British government
made a formal announcement that they
held nothing in trust for the heirs of
John Lawrence and Mary Townley,
from whom the estate was supposed

1 and -the construction of the line. be

agitation to bring a line ‘“from the
.plains of Alberta to the ports;of Van-

to have come. In respect to the cther
estates, there has never been anything
except a general denial. While it is
altogether probable that some estates
in England are not held by the persons

Don’t Suffer

When an excellent remedy in the shape of our Bronchial Balsam is

within your reach. This splendid

sands who have used it as the ideal cough and cold cure.

BOWES' BRONCHIAL BALSAM

Carefully made from specially selected materials, will not interfere

with digestion or

Per Bottle, 50c, at this store.

CYRUS H. BOWES, Chemist, Gov't Street, Near Yates

entitled to them, owing to the break-
ing up of families consequent upon the
emigration to America a century or
more ago; the statutes of limitations,
and private acts to quiet titles have
placed them beyond the reéach of pos-
sible claimants, even if it were pos-
sible to establish the right of inherit-
ance, which is a vastly more difficult
matter than any one, who has not tried
to do it, can imagine. The Page Es-
tate may be something real, but if
there are any persons in this province
who think they are entitled to a share
in it, they had better ask for absoiute
proof of its existence before they spend
any money to get it.

AN AWAKENING

“The Awakening of Nanaimo” is the
caption of the first page of the Nana-
imo Free Press of the 6th inst. The
letterpress following this heading was
devoted to the harbor improvements
required by the city and to a railway
project suggested by Mayor Hodgson.
We have already prirffted the resolu-
tion moved ‘by him and adopted at the
meeting of the Citizens’ league, but a
brief synopsis of it may be advisable.
It recites that the Canadian Northern
Railway company is asking aid for a
line from Edmonton to the Coast, and
that - the population of Vancouver
Island is nearly as numerous as that
of the southern part of the Mainland,
and its exports of natural products
are greater in value than those of the
Mainland. Hence. it urges that the
Canadian Northern shall be assisted
to construct a railway from Edmonton
to Vancouver Island, with a branch ex-
tending north to Quatsino Sound angd
south to Victoria. We may mention
that such a line is what the Royal
Commission on Transportation report-
ed favorably upon three years ago, and
the Colonist has urged over and over
again. The Commission did not men-
tion the Canadian Northern or any
other company particularly. It
only recommended the general pro-
position, and this also was the course
taken by this paper. We are as de-
sirous of seeing such a railway bullt
as ever we were, and if it cannot be
obtained by an arrangement with the
Canadian Northern, as the people of
Nanaimo wish, we hope it can be
through the instrumentality of some
other of the great railway companies.
We are much gratified at the spirited
manner in which the' people of Na-
naimo have taken up the question of
Island development. They have asked
for something specific. It is well to
have a definite object in view in de-
velopment campaigns.

While speaking of this matter, we
may mention that one of ‘the objections
made by some persons to the Bute
Inlet route, as surveyed - by Marcus
Smith, is based upon the grades. . In
these days the gredt effort of rail-
way companies is te secure the easiest
possible grades. Those by way of the
Smith route are not very serious.
From tide ‘water at:'the head of Bute
fnlet to the summit the distance is 94
miles, and the elevation to be' made is
2,760 feet, or 26.36 feet to the mile,
which is certainly nqthing at all seri-
ous, if it is'at all uniform. The maxi-
mum grades are 10560 feet to the
mile, or-2 per cents: These-occur #nt
three places; oné of;them is 1.27 miles
in length, another; 6.67 miles and
another 4.43 miles. Threse, of course,
are all against east-pound traffic. The
surveys from which these grades were
taken were made ‘thirty-three years
ugo; and it does not'¥eem unreasonable’
to suppose that with the greater know-
ledge that has been: ‘acquired as to
mountain bullding* :since then, it
might be possible - to get a better
alignment. Some twoe years ago, we
urged upon-Mr. Templeman the ‘désira-
bility of asking for a sufficient appro-
priation fo..send an}engineer to ex-4
amine the route and report whether or
not ‘the grades- could:not be impraved

rendered. less costly:ithan Mr. Smith
estimated. £ We repeat the suggestion.
If we are all geing to unite in -an

couver Island,” as the: Tramnsportation
Commission recommended, we ought
to know everything favorable to such
a route that can be ascertained.

A POLITICAL RUMOR

Tho Toronto World has a Montreal
telegram of the 1st inst., in whieh the
early retirement of Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier from public life is mentioned. The
Toronto paper's correspondent said
that there was considerable talk of the |
reorganization of the¢ Liberal party in
view of Sir Wilfrid's retirement, and
quoted one of the Premier’s intimate
friends as saying: ,

Sir Wilfrid Laurier,. if he decided to
retire, and he has been advised by his
physicians to relinquish the strain of
government, will retire in favor of Mr.
Fielding. That has been the under-
standing for a long time. This may
occur within the next 12 months.

His followers in parlidment will be
the chief opposition to the change, on
the ground that they’d like him to
remain at their head for another elec-
tion. Sir Wilfrid is true to his col-
Jeagues and true to His arrangements
with them. It may be, however, that
Mr, Fielding may not be so keen for
the succession as he might have been
two or three years ago.

The World is not the best authorjty
in Canada as to the intention of Sir
wilfrid Laurier,. and we give the
statement of its Montreal correspon-
dent without expressing an opinion as
to its value. We may say, however,
that there would be very general re-
gret- all over the Dominion if it should
be proved true that Sir Wilfrid Laurier
must contemplate retirement from
public life. It is one thing to oppose
a First Minister at an election and
quite another to contemplate his with-
drawal from political activity for such
a reason as is given “in the above
quotation. The people of Canada have
given another term to Sir Wilfrid in
which he may “finish his work,” and
we think that, without distinction of
party, they will deeply regret if he
should find himself compelled to lay
his political armor by.
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Furniture Special

SOME VERY FINE VALUES OFFERED YOU TODAY

“7 E are listing here a few specially priced items chosen at random from our
special offerings in “lonely” furniture pieces, specially priced to clear at

once.

Every item priced here is a genuine bargain—a special offering worthy of your
immediate investigation. There is an opportunity here to add attractive and useful
furniture to your home, and save considerable in the doing.

Come in today andsstroll through the showrooms.  Watch for the red tags.

[ PARLOR AND WORK TABLES AT LITTLE PRICES' )

All odd lines in Parlor and
Work Tables have been reduced to
clear at once. The values offered
are such as to permit of a saving of
almost half.

We are listing but a few, but
you’ll find many equally interesting
pieces on our third floor. You are
welcome to come and look to your
heart’s content. Not the slightest
obligation to purchase.

PARLOR TABLE—Clover shape,-in | PARLOR TABLE—630—A pedestal
golden oak. Nicely finished and very style in golden oak. Finely finished.
attractive. Special .. .. .. $4.00 | Attractive. Special at .. .. $18.00

CENTRE TABLE—1640—A quaint
and odd table, in mission design and
leather. Special price is .. $15.00

" DRESSERS AND DRESSING TABLES MARKED DOWN

Dressers and Dressing Tables S

have been priced very low to
clear. -On every piece you’ll find
a red tag showing remarkable re-
ductions. We have a large list of
these pieces, and they take up far
too much room on our

third floor—théy must go.

WORK TABLE—393—A very useful
and convenient article for the ladies.

Mahogany. Specialat .. .. $25'00J

Here is a grand chance

to add to the attractive-

‘ness of that bedroom of

yours—to add a. useful

and decorative piece for

little money. Youw'll find

these wonderfully - fine

pieces at wonderfully low prices. Better come in and see them.

DRESSER—325—A nrahogany style— DRESSER—s504—A fine dresser style
low—with long, oval, bevel mirror. A in mahogany, large; oval, bevel mir-
much favored style. - Special $32.00 ror. A finely finished piece. At,
DRESSING TABLE-—508-—-A mahog- B3CH UL i s e ey s i e $00.00
any dressing table, with fine oval, DRESSER—451—A beautiful dresser
bevel mirror. Specially priced at, in golden oak, with three adjustable
gagh vl el Ve s SO mirrors—a ladies’ dresser, $75.00
DRESSER AND STAND-—95—A very DRESSER. — 329 — Another ladies’
handsome Golden Oak Dresser, beau- dresser with three adjustable mirrors.
tiful top and very large bevel mirror. Made of fine mahogany. Special

Two pieces .. .. ..".. .. .. $75.00 BE S L e ek s SRRROD

([ A Sale of Genuine Oriental Rugs—25 Per Cent Off

Buy your Oriental Rugs from a reliable dealer—a dealer with. whom you
are personally acquainted, a dealer who'll be here to “back up” every promise
made, here to make good any possible defect.

Buy your Oriental Rugs now, when you can save a straight quarter of the
regular prices, for ours are marked at 25 per cent off the regular for this month.

b These Oriental Rugs are first hand offerings chosen from -makers  direct—
not the remnants of a much shown lot.
You'll be safe in buying from this establishment, and you’ll save a quarter in

so doing.
\ 5 )

Ladies’ Desks Priced in Easy Figures Today-
' Some Splendid Offerings on Our Third ™
Flopr Today .
Here are four ‘special values in Ladies’
Desks. Every one is away below regular
prices, and regular prices were reasonably
fair. These are single pieces left from the
stock of these lines. Prices have been pared
to clear these at once.
These styles are modern and up-to-date,
woods are the very finest and finish the best.

The arrangement is convenient. Extra
values you should investigate.

LADIES DESK—&46—A very neat LADIES DESK—A Louis XV, style
and stylish design in golden oak, in walnut. Made in France gnd i_m-
finely finished.” Special price $15.00 ported direct by us. The special price

AT ; WO B ey i e 00
LADIES’ DESK—A mahogany deskin | L ADIES’ DESK—A very fine desk
English design. Very convéniently

style in Circassian walnut. Very
arranged.  Special price is $25.00

finely finmished. Special price $75.00
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A SHORT SITTING |
AND MUCH BUSINESSi

Legislature Took Up Many Im-
portant Bills in One Brief
Hour

(From Wednesday’'s Dail

geldom has the legislature
ting so brief, seen so much |
as at yesterday’s sederunt. Th
sat one hour, and in that
addition. to the redoubtal
Clauses bill, with its threc
and eleven clauses, not
sub-sections, and the (
Pacific measure, many im
were considered.

Two more bills passed fro
status ‘of bills to that of acts
of these was the Attorney-Gense
amendment to the Arbitration act
viding for a decision being ren
by a majority of arbitrator n
of a unanimous verdict T
was the Victoria and Bar
Railway Dbill, introduced
dine, Esquimalt.

There -was practically no det
during the sitting. The Water Claus
act, the advent of which had been
awaited with such interest, was
prought in by the chief commissioner
of lands and set on its way without
4 ripple on the waters. The Grand
Trunk Pacific measure was launched
as quietly, being introduced, as was
the Water Clauses act, by special
message -from the lieutenant-governor
A great part of the afternoon wa
spent in committee on sundry meas-
ures,

The items on the order paper that
seemed likely to evoke debate, were
passed .over. Mr. Mclnnis, Grand
Trorks, did not press the adjourned
debate on his bill to amend the In-
spection of Metalliferous Mines act,
1899. Mr. Brewster, Alberni, passed
the debate on his measure for the bet-
ter securing of certain mine workers’
wages. . Mr. Hawthornthwaite, Na-
naimo, failed to move second reading]
for his bill to extend the franchise to
women. It was remarked about the
House yesterday that this bill had been|
given the omjnous number “23" in
the orders of the day.

The new legislation introduced, othe
than has been already mentioned was|
as follows: An act to amend the
Highway Traffic Regulation = act,
Minister ‘of Works; an act to amend
the Shops Regulation act, 1900, Mr,
Hawthornthwaite, Nanaimo; an act t
incorporate the B. C. Permanent Loa
company, Mr. McPhillips, the Islands,

Westminster Hall Bill

Mr. Macgowan (Vancouver) brough
in his, bill to obtain a charter for
Westminster Hall, a Presbyterian
tHeological school situate in Vancou-
ver. This passed first reading and was
referred to the committee on private
bills. :

The bill names the incorporators of
Westminster Hall as follows: Mr. G.
¥. Gibson, Principal J. MeKay, D.D.,
R. J. Wilson, Dr. H. W. Fraser, A. J.
Mac@Gillivray, J. Knox Wright, Dr. T,
Logan, Eburne; J. M. Millar, Nanaimo;
lL.egan, Ebune; J. M. Millar, Nanajlmos;
Dyt A. :Si: Grant, Toronto . b ;i
fon, Vancouver; D. Campbell, Arm
strong; W. L. Clay, Victorfa; Dr. J.
Campbell, Victoria; W. A. Wyllie,
Kamloops; J. T. Ferguson, Nelson;
Logie Macdonnell, B.A., Vernon; J. W
Woodside, Vancouver; J. D. Gillam,
North Vancouver; J. S. Gordon and D
MacRae, Victoria ministers; and Capt
1. J. Logan, Messrs. R. G. MacPher
son, M.P., Dr. Wm. Stephen, G W
Grant, R. P. McLennan, Robt. McNair
Dr. A. P. Proctor, J. A. Thomson, S. T
MeBride,” Jas. Menzies, 8. DesBrisay
Dri W. B. McKechnie, Lemuel Robert
son, Principal Geo. Robinson, Principal
Wm. Burns, T. A. Brough, B.A,, Jus
tice Morrison, R. A. Mather, Vancou
ver; Thornton Fell, R. B. McMicking;
It. P. Rithet, Superintendent Robinson,
James Forman, Victoria; J. D. Swan
son, Kamloops; J. B. Kennedy, M.P,
Warden J. C. Brown, New Westmin
ster; Judge Forin, Nelson; Maxwel
Sriith, Central Park; F. McClee
ldburne; John McKee, Ladners; L. G
Taylor, Nanaimo.

These shall constitute the first boarg
of ‘management and-shall continue t
hold office until their successors sha.
be appointed by the General Assembl
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada
"Phis board will consist of sixty mem
bers. The professors of the college
together with eighteen members of th
board of management, shall constitut
the senate of the college, which wi
have charge of matters of interna
government.

The senate of Westminster Hall wi
have power to confer the degrees o
Bachelor of Divinity and the honora
degree of Doctor of Divinity.

Vancouver and Northern

Mr. Manson (Dewdney), acting fo
Mr., Garden (Vancouver) introduced
bill to incorporate the Vancouver an
Northern Railway, which passed firs
reading and was referred to the rall
way committee. The bill mentions
T. Dunbar ,F. C. Wade, E. J. McFeel
and H. M. Burwell, C.E., as the in
corporators of the railway, and thd
head office of the company is to be iy
Vancouver. The capital stock of th
company will be $500,000, in five thou!
sand shares of one hundred dolla
each.

The company may lay out, construg
and operate a railway of the guage Ofg
four feet elght and one-half inche
from a point at or near the City o
Vancouver, thence following the valle
of Seymour Creek to the watershe
north of Loch Lomond, thence via th
valley of the easterly branch of Sey
mour Creek and along the valley of t
Indian River to the north arm of Bu
rard Inlet, with power to extend nort
erly by way of the Mamquam, Squam)
ish'and Cheakamis valleys to the Pem
berton Meadows, and to build a brang]
line’ via the valley of Furry Creek, g
Stammus Creek, or both, to Ho
Sound, and any other short brang
lines that may be needed to mines
the vicinity_of the main line of rai
way and its branches.

B. C. Permanent Loan.

Mr. McPhillips (the Islands) intr
duced a bill for the incorporation of t}
British Columbia Permanent Lo4
company.. This is to reincorporate-t!
British- Columbia Permanent Loan a
Savings company, head office in Va
couver, under the new style. The ca
ital stock of the company will be fi
milHon dollars divided into: shares
one hundred and one hundred and fif
dollars each. Twenty-five thousa
Sharés of stock 'at one hundred dollg
each shall be fixed and perman
capital stock. . The .company tal
over the assets, liabilities of {
existing company, and the offigers
the company shall remain in off]




