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THE HOME GARDEN
GARDEN CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER

Prepare Borders, if not yet done.
rlant: Hardy Border Plants, Alpines, Hardy Bien-
s, Hardy Climbers, Shrubs, Deciduous Trees, Fruit
's, Bulbs. And especially—Paeonies,  Evergreen
ibs, Flowering Shrubs, Phloxes, Irises, Carna-
; Pansies, Violets, Canterbury Bells, Foxgloves,
wullflowers, Roses, Alliums, Chives, Watercress in
»rams, Pot Crocuses, Pot Tritonias, Pot Hyacinths,
« Narcissi, Pot Tulips, Lilies, Anemones, Conifers,
pulbs, in Window Boxes; Cabbages, Coleworts, Savoy
hbages.
Sow: Sweet Peas, Broad Beans, Mushrooms, Cyc-
en, Corn Salad, Mustard and Cress in heat, Cu-
nber in heat.

i iies

A EW garden pictures are more inter-
esting than those of spring, where
bulbs are largely grown. The flow-
ers range through . every shade of
color, yield endless variety, and,
being comparatively cheap and

casily grown, tiney make the best of plants for
amateurs. In :most gardens there already
cxist positions where the judicious planting
of bulbs would, in their flowering season,
create a distinct break in the garden scheme.
Daffodils and Crocuses arz’examples of bulbs
that grow freely in grass when that can be
left unmown until the foliage of the bulbs
ripen. Chiondoxas (Giory of the -Snow),
Scilla sibirica, Fritillaria Meleagris (Snake’s
Head) and Dog’s tooth Violets all readily
increase in grass and fiower during the open-
ing months of the year. While -the meadow
and woodland offer unlimited: scope for the
naturalizing of bulbs, most amateurs are
obliged to confine their efforts within the gar-
den praper, and although the effects obtained
are not so fine, still; where planting is skil-
fully carried out’ witlh selected wvarieties  of
bulbs, the limited border becomes a marvel of
beauty, only in a more humble way.  Too iit-
tle importance is often attached to the plant-
ing season of bulbs. They should not be ex-
posed to the sun. ! : i

Where it is intended to plant this season
there should bz no 'delay in placing orders,
and any necessary werk informing borders
or preparation of the ground ought also to
be put in hand at once. .Bulbs are broadly
classed under two ‘cultural heads—first, those
which are best planted in spring, including
Crinums, Eucomis, late Gladioli, . etc., .and
those which are delivered by bulb dealers in
autumn and require planting before winter.. A
choice bulb border should have a sunny as-
pect, no posifion.being, more,suitable than the.
foot of a .wall. : By marking. out the border
upon paper and indicating the position of
bulbs, one gets a reasonable idea of what
work is to be done. Use index figures, Nos.
1, 2, 3, to show the three grades of soil ne-
cessary for all bulbs: (1) A rich soil, com-
posed of loam, charred garden prunings and
well-decayed mnianure, all thoroughly mixed:
(2) Ordinary garden soil, preferably light,
to which well-decayed leaf soil may be add-
ed with advantage: (3) Very light, poor soil,
best described as starvation ground.

P:reparing the Border

On well-drained land no artificial drain-
age is necessary, but in the case of close re-
tentive soils the grourd should be opened 30
inches deep, the lowest 6 inches heing re-
placed by broken tiles, brickbats or similar
material, covering this with rough cinders or
small brick chips. The necessary positions of
the various buibs should then be filled with
suitable soil, as advised above; old mortar
rubble 'and ‘stone chippings in moderate
quantity mixed with heavy soils materially as-

sist in' kéeping it open and warm, while sim-

ilar ‘'material has a cooling influence on hot
soils.  Planting should be done as soon as
the bulbs come to hand, always choosing
weather when the soil works freely. The
depth at which {o plant bulbs is regarded as a
debatable point, and certainly varies with lo-
cality. Where the rainfall is heavy shallow
planting is advisable, and better results fol-
low planting small bulbs at ‘3 inches deep
than the same variéty planted 6 inches deep.
On heavy soils it is best to cover with light
mulching any bulbs of doubtful hardiness in
winter. Upon light warm soils I invariably
practice deep planting. Triteleias, Crocuses
and Brodiaeas having small bulbs are planted
6 inches deep, while large bulbs, like the Bel-
ladonna Lily (Amaryllis ‘Belladonna) - and
Eucomis, should have the crown placed 4 in-
ches to 6 inches below  the ground 1level.
Varieties of Crinum Powelli will often re-
quire planting 18 inches to 24 inches deep. in
the soil.

The distance apart in planting may be
governed by . iaste. When only first gize
bulbs are used, a minimum distance of four
times the greatést diameter of the bulb will
form a safe  guide, while in all permanent
planting the distance apart should be in-
creased ome half.

Many bulbous plants such as Crocuses,
Sternbergias and Amaryllis  produce their
flowers in advance of the foliage. In the case
of others, the icaves fade early in the year,
leaving no .trace save a bare patch of soil,
for example, Tulips, Alliums, Triteleias, etc.,
while alone stand the Camassias, whose leaves
depart with the opening flowers. As these
lose half their beauty without foliage, so with
many decupants of the bulb border, it is ne-
cessary ‘to associaté znother bulb or  plant
whose leaves are more persistent throughout
the year.. Mossy Saxifrages, like muscoides,
Rhej and Comiposii give the brightest carpets
«f green, and are suitable for the dwarfest
bulbs. Santolina * incana, dwarf Lavender
nd Cerastinm tomentosum have shades of
rey leafage, and by frequent clipping during
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summer they may be kept quite low. Geum
montana and Heuchera glabra when kept to
single crowns and grown in the sun produce
vigorous rosettss of leaves, which color well
in spring and autumn. All these plants are
cheap and are :eadily increased by "division
during spring or autumn. ;
Selections of Bulbs—Poorest Soils

Eranthis cilicius—This is a -better garden
plant than the old winter Aconite; flowers
yellow, in January and February.

Leucojum autumnale, a dainty Snowflake,
which flowers in August, white. .

Iris reticulata.and . its varieties flower in
March ; they cannot be planted too freely. .

1: Stylosa, speciosa and alba often flower
in midwinter, but yield their richest “harvest
in spring. ks,

Ostrowskia magnifica, a noble Campan-
ula, light blue flowers on 2-foot stems, in
Jualy. i 4 _ i

Sternbergia lutea and macrantha,. glossy
yellow Crocus-iikeé flowers in autumn; fischer-
iana flowers in sptring. i FaRe

Tulipa Greigii = (scarlet), kaufmaniana
(white, carmine and yellow) and the native
sylvestris (yellow) ° sl ;
should all ~have a
place. : ;

Triteleia  uniflora
(Spring  Starflower)
makes lovely masses
of white star-shaped .
flowers in - April; the
flowers only open . in
sunshine. i
Zephyranthes candida,
flowers white in autumn,
is often used as an edg-
ing to beds and. borders.
Moderately . Rich Soil
Anemone (W.i n d-
flower) . apennina’and
blanda, blue Wood ‘Ane-
mones. '
‘A. Fulgens, a vivid
scarlet, flowers ' during
April. e
‘Allium_ neapolitanum,
tall, globular, white "
flower heads;, flowers in
May.
Brodiaea coccinea has
pendent orange scarlet
flowers.
B. Howelli; lilacina _  §K
has.lilac -flowers, . Cﬁ\,ﬂ}’-:@[; -
sumumer. : o
Camassia . Leichtlini
and its varieties are: the
best; flower-spikes like
miniature Bremurus  in
June. *
Chionodoxa (Glory of
the Snow) Lucilia and
gigantea, flowers. porce--
lain blue in. March.
Crinum  longiflorum,
flowers  during August
and September, -the eas-,
iest Crinums to grow.
Galanthus Cassaba js'
a peerless Snawdrop.
Ixiolirion . Palassi, a
pretty June flowering
bulb. ; :
Narcissus, Queen of
Spain, a splendid sort. . : v

Platycodon Mariesii and alba are valuable
in that they flower during September. °

Scilla sibirica, dark blue ‘flowers. during
April. . Whoos S 3
S. peruviana and alba flower - in July- (ten-

der). b
Bulbs for Rich Soil

Amaryllis Belladofina must have a warm
corner to flower successfully’; flowers silvery
pink on 2-foot stems during- Septémber and
October. el

Eremurus robustus and elwesianus. Plant
crowns 4 inches below surface of soil. ;

Gladioli = Ardens = (scarlet), "“The’ Bride
(white), General Scott (white, yellow throat)
and Peach Blossom, Plant in October and
protect with light mulching. = All" flower in
July. Plant late Gladioli during March.

Montbretias Gerbe d'Or (lemon), ‘Rayon
d’Or (orange) and Germania (crimson):; these
are cheap varieties with ‘well-expanded petals.
Plant in October.

Narcissus Mme. de
Narcissus is planted, this is pre-eminently the
variety. ; ‘ : :

Eucomis  punetata has small, = close-set
spikes like Eremurus, ' 18 inches high, flowers
greenish yellow in September ‘and:’ October,
Plant in March. '

Crinum Powelli . and - varieties -require a
warm corner; they are very beautiful in  au-
tumn.
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The Zephyranthes form a groixp of slender
bulbous plants inhabiting the temperate  re-

_gions of America. They number about forty

kinds, some of which are weedy.and of | little
worth ; ‘others which were grown in quantity
in Dean Herbert's time are now: apparently
lost to cultivation, leaving about a dozen that
one can recommend as interesting . plants of
real garden value. Only one kind can be con-
sidered absolutely hardy—Z.  candida. 'This
can be grown well in open fields, but the oth-
ers requite the warmest position the garden af-
fords and the shelter of a warm séuth wall in
all counties save the extreme southwest,

o CrTtors -
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‘States of America.

Graaff.=—If : only one.

where they would be likely to thrive
open exposures.. - . .. :

Generally, cultivation in wide pans and the
slight-protection and something of the general
treatment given to tender alpines ' williprove
the better way of growing these bulbs, and ' if
an alpine-house is available in which to protect
the plants.in very.severe weather and display
them. when in flower, no bétter treatment can

in more

be .given,. They thrive in a stroné léam = ren-

dered -porous by:the addition of broken sand-
stone, coarse basic slag or other hard porous
substahce, mainly as a means of draining .'the
bases of the bulbs. If grown in quantit,y :an
open unheated’frame well fitted to = exclude
frost- when coveréd with mats, etc,, will: :serve
to grow all the hardier kinds, and these,  for-
tunately, dre both numerous and good. ’

Many Habranthus dnd some Prycellas are
found in gardens' incorrectly labelled Zephyr-
anthes, and at one  time when Habranthus
brachyandrum was scarce - Zephyranthes car-
inata.was substituted for it; now, the Habran-
thus:being common, and the Zephyranthes
scarcer, the reverse * conditions. prevaill All
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America, and is now widely distributed in all
countries interested in horticulture, in many of
which, and particularly in Ceylon, it occurs as
a wilding, having escaped from gardens.

Z. gracilifolia is a dainty little plant. It
has very narrow, rolled leaves, forming long
sléender tubes and lilac rose flowers on slender
stems .6 inches high, narrowly funnel-shaped
and not quite erectly poised. It prefers a
damp yet warm site, and it is best raised from
seeds every second year,  for the bulbs are
naturally short-lived under . cultivation. It
grows with' Z. candida about Monte Video.

Z. lindleyana.—This was common at one
time, but I have not seen it for years. It has
slender, grassy leaves ~ and equally = slénder
stems.bearing broadly funnel-shaped; rich red
flowers with overlapping petals, 2 inches long.
It inhabits the mountainous regions of Mexico.

Z.'macrosiphon is another rare plant for a
long time lost ta cultivation, but reintroduced
to cultivation by the late Mr. W, Thompson of
Ipswich 'a few years ago. It has the leaves of
carinata and the flowers like candida, but col-

ored red, and they are

not held quite erect.

The petals are spoon-

shaped and . overlap-

ping. . A pretty Ze-

phyranthes of singu-

larly’ clear coloring
and refined shape, It
hails from the mountains
of Mexico.

Z. rosea.—The Cuban
Zephyranthes -is = well
known in gardens. It
has narrow, Crocus-like
leaves and stems six
inches high having rich
rose flowers, which - ex-
pand fully, showing a
greenish” white . throat.
It grows well in pans
tinder ' quite  ordinary
treatment, and seedlings
‘are easily , raised and
soon reach a flowering
size. . It . inhabits dry
pastures in Central Cu-
ba, and there is consid-
erable variation in the
vegetative, powers _o'f
bulbs from varying dis-
Hets. ool P

Z. Treatiae is an early
flowering kind from the
marshes of : Florida,_ re-
quiring the protection
of a temperate house for
its-proper .development.
It ~has narrow,  grassy
leaves and slender stems
1 foot. high bearing
white flowers 3 inches
long, the tubes of .which
are . prolonged *: iand
greenish, and the reverse

of the broad white pet-
als is lined with red. A
scarce plant, pleasing in
its - color - scheme = and
quite easy to grow.

the Zéphyranthes have erect flowers: or but
slightly inclined. Al :the 'Habranthus have
flowers much‘inclined, and the spathes are
‘cleft nearly to the base., , :

Z. Andersoni is very hardy, with. grassy
leaves 6 inches long and copper-colored flow-
ers 1'inch or 2 inches long, the petals of which
are hooded, giving the flowers the cup-shaped
outline of Sterribergia.: The inside of ithe
flower is pure yellow. * Inhabits meadow land
about Monte Video.

Z. Atamasco is an old garden favorite. - It

_has' narrow, polished leaves, stems 1 ‘foot long,

bearing white flowers bf Crocus outline each
3 inches to 3 1-2 inches long, ‘greenish below
and lined with pale red externally. The petals

are very wide and full,"and the plant is pleas-.
ingly fragrant when ‘iftroduced. to a warm
temperature. . It inhabits the Southern United

'Z. candida proves the most useful of the

‘group. . It has Rush-fike _leaves over .a foot

long, and white, Crocus-like flowers borne on
long stems, forming in the course &f years a
strong tuft, bearing hundreds of flowers in

-succession during autumn. - It inhabits marshy

land about Monte Video, and several fine
forms have been introduced from the meadows
skirting the banks of the Rio de la Plata, a few
hundred miles from its delta.

Var. major is an exceedingly fine plant,
with flowers 4 inches long, borne on long,
stout stems:; It was-introduced through Kew
by Dr..Cantera from Monte Video about 1897-
98.. The plant-increases fast, and when avail-
able in quantity it will be in great demand.

Z. carinata (Z. grandiflora (_Llindley).—‘—The‘

keeled Zephyranthes is a capital garden plast,
and the most showy of all.' It has stout but
narrow leaves'1'foot long, «and 'tall' stems

bearing rosy red flowers: 3 inches to 4 inches

long, which expand fully, showing:' the very
large anthers ¢lustered at the throat; the pétals
are nearly ‘1. inch 'broad: ‘and inh séme  speci-
mens zoned with white at the base.. The plant
is'badly named; for there is nothing suggesting
a'keel in any part of it, and one can only sur-
mise (that Herbert’s original = description was

drawn up from 3 chance variation, Itis com-

Z.tubispatha is a com-
mon kind found in near-
* ly < every  collection of
bulbs; = It has - bright green, .narrow
and  ‘thin leaves one ' foot long, slen-
der stems six  ‘inches high' bearing white
flowers 2 inches long, -broadly funnel-shaped,
keeled green’ externally and with a greem-sh
tube; the spathe or flower-envelope is quite in-
tact and somewhat prolonged,. with a very
small slit at the top. It is found.in all  the
West.Indian Islands and many countries on
the mainland. :
Z. verecunda is another rare plant that at
one time was quite common in cultivation. 1t

<has the leaves of:carinata and the:flowers are

broadly funnel-shaped, white, tinged red .ex-
ternally, 3 inches or more long .and narrow-
petalled.: It is found in the mountain regions
of .Central Mexico. e

It is 2 .matter for regret that so few of the
smaller Amaryllids are known  to: general
cultivation. » ‘There | are many : hundreds: . of
pretty bulbous plants in the genera Gethyiis.
Sternbergig, Zephyranthes,:
Phycella, - Cyrtanthus, Gastronema,  Crinum,
Nerine, : Ismene rand  Pancratium and  many
Alstroemeéria ‘that are just on the borderland
of ‘hardihood, requiring 2 cool house or frame
for their culture, while a great number may
be grown in: sheltered: places without protec-
tion. : These properly treated. would add im-
measurably to the interest of the garden, par-
ticularly as ‘many of them flower in winter.
The Zephyranthes . constitute 'a - charming
family, and it is a pity the various kinds are
not. more grown in our gardenms.  As I have
mentioned, they 'are, generally speaking, not
difficult to- grow.~G. B. M. :
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LATE-FLOWERING TULIPS

A field of the late or May-flowering Tulips
is a sight not easily to be forgotten, and one
not readily pictured by the pen. “When all the
other Tulips have blossomed and their petals
fallen, these late-flowering kinds keep the gar-
den gay.  From the earliest of the Van Thol
kinds seen in the dull November days in' West
End florists’. shops, with' their 3-inch long

stents and, quaint little ‘blossoms of scarlet, to
the middle or end of May, when the giant Dar-.

win kinds on 2 1-2 feet high stems are seen,

)

mon in all the countries and islands of Central -

Habaranthus,

we may have Tulips with us. For the mo-
ment, however, these Darwin kinds claim at-
tention, and by reason of their ‘giant stature,
fine form and rich and ‘varied coloring they
are of the greatest value in'the garden. They
have. emanated from ‘Tulipa gesneriana, and
impress one by their stately character and
handsome flower-cups, largely of self. colors.
Bold and effective in the distance and . .most
brilliant when approached, these Tulips have
no equal—and certainly no rival—in the gar-
den in May. Those of your readers who know
their value will need no reminder atithis sea-
son, but they whose knowledge of the Tulip
family is limited to a few beds of the so-called
bedding kinds certairily miss one of the finest
hardy flowers. They are as easily grown as a:
Potato or Cabbage. . A point of value has yet
to be mentioned—it is their utility earliet in,
the season when: gradually forced into bloom:
The term “gradually”-is:employed advisedly,
so that the splendid stature of the plants be
not weakened by undue forcing.

How to Plant

These Tulips prefer deeply-worked and.
moderately rich soils, and in applying organic
manture to the soil it should be well decayed
and buried some 6 inches below the bulbs.
These Tulips are by no means fastidious as to
soil, but the greatest vigor of stem, leaf and
flower is always seen when the plants are
grown in a rather strong loamy soil. "What is
most impottant is that the soil be not water-
logged.

Where and When to Plant

Scorching sun and keen northeasterly wind;
play havoc with these lovely flowers, so. that,
when selecting a position let.it be one where
shelter of some kind can be afforded. . A thin
evergreen fence, a belt of = shrubs, a partition
fence between gardens, will provide all that is’
required. The sunk garden, if this is protect-
ed around by raised banks and plantings of.
shrubs and. evergreens, is an ideal spot, and,
of course, the smallest of gardens boasts of its:

sheltered places. The bulb is perfectly hardy, = -

and will ensure care when ‘selecting a position
that the growth is made under the most con-
genial conditions,.each garden affords. Had
I to name one month I should unhesitatingly
say' October. ‘While this period may be ‘ac-
cepted as the best, the bulbs can be planted
over.a much longer time. Experimentally and
otherwise Tulips have been  planted in the
opening days: of. the new. year, -but such as
these, while flowering well, lose in height and
inisize oft bloom. 't ol
Depth to Plant § X
One of the most common errors-in garden-
ing is the fear of planting bulbous plants too
deeply.: To plant them practically on the sar-
face of the soil is to court failure. The correct
depth to plant these Tiilips is 4 inches. to 5
inches, measured from the top of the bulb to
the surface. In other words, the base of the
bulb should be, roughly, 6 inches below the’
surface, or 5 inches in the case of very cold or
water-holding soils. The ground should bein
readiness for the planting in October or ' No-
vember. Where beds are being planted whol-
ly with the bulbs, the soil t0 the above-named
depth should be first removed, the bulbs ar-
ranged at one level and the soil replaced. The
dibber is not a good plantnig ‘toel as a rule,
and not only are the bulbs inserted at different
depths, but frequently when a tapering dibber
is used the bulbs do not reach the bottom of
the hole.' If the dibber is used for planting,
only a large blunt-ended one’ should be toler-

ated, and marked as to depth. While the dib~.

.ber under the above conditions may be toler-
ated on light soils, its use on heavy soils is
not recommended. The garden trowel and
small hand-fork are both good planting tools.

Treatment After Flowering =~ = '
Where the beds are required for other
things in summer, the Tulips may be carefully.
lifted in mid-June and laid in soil in the re-
serve garden to ripen. At the end of July lift
the bulbs and give them a long rest in a dry,
airy place. . Thus treated. they will last for
years,  The following are all : ,,
Good and Showy Varieties =~ ¥
Europe, Flambeau, Glow, Salmon King, Rev.
H. H. D’ombrain and/Pride of ‘Haarlem, all of

scarlet or similar shades. -King Harold, Hecla
and Negro are of maroon-crimson or scarlet or
allied shades. Loveliness, Queen of Roses,

. May Queen and Cfara Butt aré among the best

of the:delicate rose shades. The Sultan and
Zulu are of the darkest type, while Dream.
.Dorothy and the Rev. H: Ewbank are| shades
of heliotrope that appeal to many. Suzon and
Margaret, sofe blush rose, are very charming.
In all cases where possible beds or groups of
one color: should be planted—E. H. Jenkins.

SOME GOOD POINTS

Look over young trees and remove any
wired labels that may have been left on last
spring. e T :

Mulch the asparagus and rhubarb beds
with well rotted manure, In spring, when
ground is dry, spade into the soil, :

"When you are eating an apple and run
across a worm, it should remind you that
neglecting to spray last spring is the cause.

Remove black knots from those plum and
cherry trees and burn. When the knots are
removed from a large limb, rub. on a little
kerosene. : :

Cultivation, spraying, pruning, = fertilizing
are the four corner stones of orchard ye
ment. In which one did you fail the past
se?son? st R




