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Friday, February 14, 1908

VICTORIA' SEMI

NATAL AGT 1§
NOW IN FORGE

Lieutenant-Governor Gives His
Assent to the Government
Measure

RAILWAY ASSESSMENT ACT

Important Measure is Given
Third Reading in the
Legislature

e

From Wednesday’'s Daily.

British Columbia’s Natal act is now
in force. The measure, which provides
that no Asiatic save he who can pass
an educational test, may be admitted to
the province, formally became law
vesterday when His Honor Lieutenant-
Governor James Dunsmuir, attended by
his secretaries, Messrs. Muskett and
Bromley, entered the legislature cham-
ber, seated himself in the chair which
the speaker vacated and gave his as-
sent to the enactment of the bill. It
was the first upon the list of eleven
bills which were read out in due order
hy the clerk of the house and so quick-
v was the ceremony over that the
members hardly realized the signifi-
vance of the ceremony. ‘There was no
applause.

His honor was in the house no more
than five minutes and did not utter a
word. As the clerk of the house read
the title of each bill, the gubernatorial
head was inclined. Later and beyond
the precincts of the chamber the gu-
bernatorial signature was affixed, and
the measures were law. How long the
first will last is the general question.

The sitting of the house was largely
occupied by the amendments brought
forward by the opposition in connec-
tion with the third and final reading of
the bill amending the Railway Assess-
ment act.

That of Stuart Henderson was to the
effect that the exemption should not
apply to railways employing Orientals.

J. A. Macdonald’s amendment was in
the nature of a vote of censure upon
the government for endeavoring to
place in the hands of the lieutenant-
governor in council the powers grant-
ed by the bill. :

Hon. Richard McBride in reply point-
ed out that the opposition were but
seeking to have these protests placed
in the votes and proceedings with a
hope that they might be used as poli-~
tical capital later on.

In the course of the remarks of John
Oliver, several allusions to the alleged
arrangement which had been entered
into between the G.T.P. and the gov-
ernment of British Columbia were
made. These elicited the statement
from the premier that the government
expected & telegram from Montreal al-
most hourly announcing what the G.T.
'P. were prepared to do with the offer

#of the government. “oyg
: The bills to which assent ‘was given
yesterday were as follows:.. -~ '

(No. 2) An Act to Regulate Immi-
gration into ‘British Columbia.

(No. 5): An Aet: to .Amend. the Oaths
act.

(No. 6) An Act to Regulate the Pur-
chase, Sale and Transfer of Stocks
of Goods in Bulk.

(No. 8) An Act to Amend the Sum-
mary Convictions ‘act.

(No. 9) An Act to Amend the Farm-
ers’ Institutes and Co-Operation act.

(No. 11) An Act to Amend the Re-
venue act. :

(No. 12) -An Act Regarding a Certi-
ficate - Issued to the Greenwood City
Water Work Company, under the Pro-
visions of the Water Clauses Consoli-
dation act, 1897. i

(No. 18) An Act to Amend the Coal
Tax act, 1900, Ay

(No. 16) An Act to Amend the Mas-

¢
te
|

' and Servant Act Amendment act,

(Nl SFRKG Aok bo Abbhotion (L
Grant of Certain Lands to the Corpor-
ation of the City of Victoria.

(No. 53) An Act to Incorporate the
City of Chilliwhack.

The speaker took the chair at 2:80
o’clock.

Prayers by Rev. Joseph MeCoy,
Stands Over.

On Mr. Hawthornthwaite’s motion,
re. Coal Mines Regulation act being
reached, Hon. Mr. McBride: Will the
hon. gentleman allow this motion to
stand till tomorrow in order that I
may secure some further data, and in
particular in regard to the number
of Asiatics thahare employed in these
mines, ;| I will be prepared to proceed
tomorrow. ; 3

The motion stood.

Railway Assessment,

On the ‘bill to amend the Railway
Assessment act being taken up, Mr.
Henderson moved in amendment that,
neither directly nor indirectly, shall
‘any person of Oriental birth or ex-
‘traction be employed, either (a) in the
‘construction of the said railway, or
‘(b) .on the exempted railway during
‘the life of the exemption,

. He'said that when this bil] was in-
troduced’ the non, gentleman had told
the house that negotiations were on
foot for the early construction of rail-
ways in the province, but they found
that the whole scope and object of the
bill was in'reality to favor the railway

company. Further, the entire poliey of

the C.P. R. was to supplant tae white
man as far as this was possible’ by
Orientals, and it was evident that the
%000 Japanese which were engaged
under eontract in the summer of 1906
vere to be used on the extension of
the E. & N. railway. He did not quar-
el with the giving of a tax exemption
'l these cages, but he did object to the
iy in whica it was done. Everything
5 to be carried out mecretly, and
ey were to know nothing whatever
Of these transactions until they. were
concluded. e
¢ Jduoted legislation introduced by
ot Chas. Fitzpatrick, when minister
|| Justice, in 1902, which permitted
¢ to make arrangements for the
."bloyment of labor in similar situa-
" and held that tils provision must
edly include the Jdetermination of
“Ind of labor employed.” The real
“0n why the government opposed
dmendment was because the rail-
“Ompany did not approve of it,
Cannot Be Taken Seriously

‘on. Mr., MeBride: I am pleased to
the very carefully prépared arg-
¢ of my hon. friend, but it might

fair to agk. either the house or

_fonntry to ‘take  wvery seriously

Jou o has said in vegard to tne pol-

|5

lr;ﬂnistration, when this bill becomes
W. ; . ; i

And I think it is fortunate indeed
for the country that the hon. gentle-
man is not in a position to speak with
any. weight . on this subject. (Hear,

bly that if this measure became law,
whenever any complaint was forward-
ed with respect to the labor employ~|
ed, the whole question would be -dis-
posed of by some very formal corres-
pondence between the government . of
the day and Mr. Marpole,-chief execu-
tive officer of the C. P. R. in this
country. It might certainly be the
view of my hon. friend—if he were in
the positjon which is now occupied by
the members of this house, who sit on
the treasury benches—that such a
procedure -would perfectly suffice in
the circumstances, but I can assure
you, Mr. Speaker, that when we are
given ‘the duty of carrying out the
provisions of this act—on the part of
the railway company’s which may se-
cure exemptions from certain taxation
—we shall most carefully see that the
provisions of this act are carried out
in every possible. particular (cheers),
and whenever any case may arise out
of complaints preferred by any per-
son that Asiatics are being unneces-
sarily employed, the government will
give to them every possible attention,
with the view of protecting, and in
the most absolute manner, the inter-
ests of the people of this country and
of making effective; in the most com-
plete way, the legislation which Iis
passed through this house for the
benefit of the country. (Cheers.). It
would very ill become this govern-
ment, sir, to do anything by- which
they may forfeit the confidence of the
people of this country, as was shown
in such a remarkable fashion at the
last “election. (Cheers.) We are just-
ly proud, sir, of the trust under which
we hold the reins of the local adminis-
tration, and.I can assure my hon.
friend that no means will be neglected
by us in performing our duty in the
matter, and in justifying the confi-
dence which has been reposed in us
by the great majority of the electors
of British Columbia. (Cheers.)

For my part, sir, I Sympathize, and
have always sympathized, with the
trackmen who are in the employ of
the Canadian Pacific Railway com-
pany. (Hear, hear.) I know the very
small wage that is given them, and I
know too, sir, the very hard work
which they have to do, and from my
experience I am in a position to say
that no class of labor in the province
of British Columbia is so constantly
employed in difficult and at the same
time strenuous work as the trackmen
on our railways. (Hear, hear.) And
particularly, sir, is this the case with
those who are employed on the roads
which pass through the mountains of
British Columbia. (Hear, hear.) It
‘Is quite true that the C. P. R. employ
a large number of aliens as trackmen,
but, sir, this is also true with respect
to every transcontinental line. (Hear,
hear.) The Great Northern, I believe,
almost wholly employs Japane's\lx on
its mountain sections, and I think that
the same remark applies to the Nor-
thern Pacific. i :

Well, sir, ‘this is_hardly a matter
which is germain to the subject. be-
fore the house this afternoon, and, it

house could not grapple. (Hear,
hear.) The Dominion railway  com-
mission is, sir, in control of the C. P,
R. as well as of the other transcon-.
tinental “Mnes  doing :business in. this'
ovince< unider fedefdl ¢Barters, and
it is in -the public ~interest that
56 yfen’ should not be -employed,
and if it be true that their very ‘pre-
sence on-the roads means a risk to
the general public, I béelieve that
ample opportunity exists for bringing
about a ‘change in . these respects.
(Hear, hear.) But, sir, this parlia-
ment has absolutely to do with this
matter, nor has it anything ‘whatever
to do with the employees of either the
C. P. R. and of the other railway
companies that are being operated
under federal concessions, (Hear,
hear.) For my part, sir, I quite agree
with my hon, friend in one respect. i v
too, sir, would like to see white men
employed from one end of this pro-
vince to the other, and té see every

£
i

|'Hindu, Japanese and Chinaman out

of the country, and white men en-’
gaged in their stead, but I say again,
-sir, -that . this is something which \is
entirely beyond the control of this
legislature. (Hear, hear.) And, sir,
if my hon. friend is sincere and as
much in earnest in his desire to see
white labor protected as he would
have this house believe, it is quite
obvious that he would do the utmost
in his power, and that he would spare
no effort, sir, to induce his friends at
Ottawa, where alone,- sir, this power
rests, to pass such legislation as will
‘absolutely and for all time to come
prohibit the immigration of these
people 'into British Columbia, and ob-
tain such a solution of this great
problem as will give ample satisfac-
tion to the people of this country.
(Cheers.) But, sir, what would be
the result if these-hundreds of Asi-
atics were merely ‘driven from this
line of employment? Why, sir, simp-
ly this, that we would see them
forced to seek “work elsewhere, and
in this manner the economy of every
department of labor in this country
would be most seriously disturbed.
(Hear, hear.) I say again, sir, that
there is only one remedy for this state
of affairs, and the total prohibition of
the entry of these pgople into. this
province, and for this we must look
to the government at Ottawa.
(Cheers.) i i >
Will Enforce Natal Act

Mr. Macdonald: 1Is the Natal Act
no good? ¥

Hon, Mr. McBride: My hon. friend
asks whether the Natal Act is of any
use. We hope, sir, that it may be ef-
fective in every way, amd the hon.
gentleman may feel certain that gas
far as, lies in our power we propose
to make it effective in every possible
particular, (Cheers.) I do notknow
how my hon. friend from Yale looks,
as a lawyer, upon this bill, but'if he
is at all sincere and candid in his pro-
fessions, no man in this house can be
more anxious than this hon. gentle-
man to see it effective. (Hear, hear.)

Now, let us look for a moment at
the proposal of the “administration.
My hon. friend advises this house, and
I take it, as a lawyer, that the inclu-
sion of the word Asiatic will not in-
cur. the risk of having this act dis-
allowed, and states, that since 1901
there has been a change in the atti-

tude of the minister of justice on this
question, and ‘he refers particularly to
Fitzpatrick. -

Sir. Charles - ;
: - Ottawa’s Attitude

Now, sir, a despatch & ds with
this-matter which is to be.found in the
Sessional papers of 1905, brings home
very closely the. aftitude of .0 tgvﬂ- on
this all-impo; t question, first
bill discussed is the act of British Co-
lumbia - exeluding . Chinan | and Ja-
panese from the provin franchise;
and Sir Charles Fitzpatrick the .then
minister of justice, gives it- as his
opinion that this act was wultra vires

hear.) He just now told this assem-|

that even if it ‘were intra vires it | would ‘at ‘once ‘ask this house for per-
‘should - be dlsallowed....(ue_a,r,- hear.) mission to withdraw his amendment.
Sir Charles Fitzpatrick (Cheers.)

And he proceeds to say, with regard {. - Gives Governnknt Power.
to the law regtricting the franchise: John Oliver (Delta) drew attention

“The undersigned does not doubt to the power which the act would con-
(that:a legislature. may define the local | fer upon the lieutenant:governor in
franchise but he considers that your council, when they could exempt any
excellency’s government ought not 10 | raflway which applied -to them  for
rapprove of the policy of a legislature such a favor. It gave the govern-
‘withholding from naturalized British ment the right to discriminate between
subjects, merely because of their race any railway companies. This could be
or .naturalization, rights or privileges | used for election purposes.
conferred generally upon natural born Immediately before the last election
British subjects of the, same class. the government had taken very effec-
Parliament having exclusive authority tive steps to placate a certain railway
with regard to naturalization and al- company. So by this measure it was
iens, has, the undersigned apprehends, Very easy to understand the leverage
the right to declare what the effect of |ty government would have in its
naturalization shall be; the local legis- hands. There was a vast amount of
lation which  is ‘intended to interfere, railway construction planned at the
or has the effect of interfering, with bresent time. ' The C.P.R. alone had
the apparent policy of parliament in Dumerous extensions planned. There
the exercise of its powers with regard | oo the extension of the Colorado. &
to any subject may, in the opinion of Western from Midway to Nicola, the

the undersigned, even if it can be held
to be intra vires of the legislature, Kootenay Central rallway, the V.V. &

properly be disallowed by your excele tEl:n’e g?r g € N, and then there was
lency.” oo el

A At the last election the premier had
Dared Not Disaliow It. toured the country stating that the
Now, sir, there is the opinion of Sir G.T.P. had received enormous grants
Charles Fitzpatrick to whose authority { from the Dominion government and
my friend appealed only a moment ago. that they had far more than they had
(Hear hear:) He' advises his excel- any right to. Now he came before
lency that even if it were within the the house and announced that negotia-
Jjurisdiction of this parliament to Pro- | tions were under way with that com-
hibit . the franchise to the Japanese pany and it was generally uhderstood
and Chinese nevertheless in the pub- that they would benefit under this act.
lic interest the aﬁt should ‘be disal- Hon. Mr. McBride.—Yes, negotiations
lowed. (Hear hear.) - _. . {which are directly in the interests of
““Mr. Macdonald: Was it disallowed? {the people of British Columbia. (Hear,

Hon. Mr. McBride: The act was | hear), :
taken into the courts and as it was Otta i %
held by the privy council that we had Mr Oli\vr\::r gt;tesd Lt:lmi tAhwayh th
acted within our jurisdiction why sir, minister has noteas yit se:zgﬁt tg
th‘;&’ simply garid ‘i°t thdltsa.llowh It take this house into his confidence with
(Cheers.) The fact is that much as regard to the arrangements under way
they would have liked to do s0, they in the Va i :
dared not. (Cheers.) ncouver province, a govern-

& - ment organ, he had read that the rafl-

Mr. Macdonald: But he gave his way company were to acquire the 13,-
opinion a.tter_ it had gone to the courts | 9o¢ acres of land of the Tsimpsean re-
and was decided. Serve at $2.50 an acre.

Hon. Mr. McBride: That only, sir, Hon. Mr. McBride.—Is the hon. gen-
makes my case all the stronger. (Hear, tleman not aware that the Dominion
hear.) 'The fact that this opinion was government is giving a patent for the
given In spite of the decision of the |whole grant for nothing. (Hear
highest court in the Empire shows hear). "
how determined he was that this bill Mr. Oliver—How do vou know that
against the Chinese - and Japanese |and what is your authority for sayiné
should not stand. (Cheers.) s0? I defy you to produce a scrap of

Mr. Macdonald: But notwithstand- evidence to that effect.
ing-the opinion of the minister of jus- Hon. Mr. McBride: ‘We can prove
tice, the Ottawa government refused | it when the proper time arrives. (Hear,
disallowance. hear.) My hon. friend is now discuss-

Hon. Mr. McBride: As the practice | Ing something which has absolutely
Is, this government was asked to so nothing to do with this debate. But I
amend the bill as to conform to the |am Quite satisfied that he should 80
wish of the minister of justice, but, |into that question, if T am given the
sir, the 1local government refused right of reply. (Hear, hear.)
point blank to do so. (Cheers.) Mr. Oliver maintained that he was

Mr. Macdonald: And was it then dis- | quite in order in considering what the
allowed? railways had already receiveq or were

Hon. Mr .McBride: No, and simply | about to receive. It nad a direct bear-
because they were quite satisfied, in |INg upon the subject in hand.

- view of the state of public opinion | Hon. Mr. McBride:, I do not at all
on this subject in British Columbla, |Objéct to the hon. gentleman taking
they dared not. ¢(Cheers.) o h‘g‘%s guexlséi%n, 'bi“t i mat:.:r 1°t‘
¥ g shou €. given an opportunity

On the Coal Mines Act. t5 roplg: K ain o anns and I

But further, to show the attitude at am perhaps the most anxious of all
Ottawa on this question, we have the the members of this house, to have the
comments of the minister of justice on disposition of the Tsimpsean reserve
the Coal Mines- Regulation act, as fol- discussed here in all ‘its details, and
lows: I am walting, expecting almost hously

“It is an amendment of section 2 —to learn what course the G. T. P.

is further an issue with which. this. of the Coal Mines Regulation act, chap- | company intends to take in regard to

ter 138, whereby it is enacted that the the negotiations which for some days
words ‘Chinamen .and Chinese’ shall have been in progreéss, when every op-
include any person of the Chinese | portunity will bé: afforded for a full
bleod or'race;, whether born within |and elaborate disctis8ion of that ques-
the Himits of the Chinese Empirs op tion,” But if the HY gentleman «is |
dependencies "or not, and shall not Qe now allowed to %’a long disserta-
‘affected by naturalization.” - © | ton ‘upon_this ‘subject I- should have
i’ And again: : 5. A ¥he tient of feplv.i ¢ ol o Lo
“Section 4 above quoted was hel Mr. Oliver stated that he thought
ultra vires by the judicial committee |that his statements had as much bear-
of the privy council in the case of the |ing upon the subject as that of the
Union Colliery of British Columbia vs, | Premier, taat his: - party were the
Gryden, 1899, Appeal Cases, p. 580, ag | friends of the working people of Brit-
;elgislation -affecting naturalization ang | ish ‘EOIHmblaitand that this measure
iens. - Upon the same prinei le, the | Was to prove it. :
undersigned assumes that thg other Hon. Mr. McBride; I think that has
provisions of the amended act to which | everything to do with it. And that is
he has calle@-attention are ultra vires | Just where we differ.
and the question arises as to what|! Mr. Oliver thought it strange and
can be the Intention of the legislature | & 8Teat pity that the premier was the
in extending the meaning of the word | only one who could spéak or reply for
‘Chinamen’ in this act, where it hag |Nis party. v -
-been held by the highest judicial au. “ Reversionary Rights.
thority incompetent to the legislature In continuing, Mr. Oliver referred to
to enact the provisions' in which the | a letter from a firm of solicitors in
<yord occurs. this city to the provincial government
“The amending act is also objection- | and the reply of ‘the premier' to that
able as apparently attempting to de- | letter. He had spoken of the province’s
prive naturalized Chinamen on ag- | reversionary interestin the Indian la.nds
count of their naturalization, of rights | but he had advised that the consent
which they now have.” of tl'lte EOmlnion governement be first
H 2 obtained. :
st ok [Protest White Men Hon. Mr. McBride:' Do I undersand
Now, sir, I have cited these opinions the hon. gentleman to say that I ad-
for the purpose of showing the position ised the Dominion government?
taken by Sir Charles Fitzpatrick and Mr. Oliver: No, but you aid state
the department of justice upon the very that the first thing necessary to be
question that we have before us at the done was to obtain the permission of
Dresent ftime. (Hear, hear.) What the Dominion government to the In-
the government has all along said on dl:na vacating their land.
this bIll 1 this: we are very anxious Mr. Oliver read the letter of the

to have it on the statute book and we
consider it, and beyond all question, g:gn:}:;:oﬂg;e;ﬁe:t Bodwell & Law-
intra vires. We hope and expect to be Hon. Mr. McBride: I simply stated

able at an early date to enter tnto as a mere matter of fact that these

agreements which will result in the :
employment of a great many men in Indian reserves cannot be dealt with

in any way until the Indians are got
;‘?.ri’lv::.ey :;.): %tut:tct;:ni{eég h:se r;‘gn' I;m rid of. Is not that a correct statement?
tlemen opposite for the exclusion of Mr. Oliver: Of course. And yet the
these foreign workers, and we are Just hon. gentleman was golng up and
as anxious—and perhaps more so | down the country denouncing the Do-
(hear, hear)—to help the white men | minion government for doing exactly
of British Columbia, and in order to|What he said they should do.
get these works under way, we say, it| Hon. Mr. McBride: That is not so,
is only right and proper not to incor- | Mr. Speaker, that is not so. I give that
porate into it any language that may | Statement the most emphatic denial.
lead to disallowance (cheers), and if| (Hear, hear)’ I have never, sir, de-
the government in conecluding these | nounced the-Dominion government for
agreements, neglects to protect the| doing things constitutionally, ana T
people, why, sir, we shall be subject|Say again in regard to these Indian
not only to the censure of this house | reserves that they cannot and may not
but the censure of the people of Brit- | be dealt with until the Indians are re-
ish Columbia as -well. (Hear, hear.) | moved. (Hear, hear.) I simply put
Of course, we know the old gdme of | down there in black and white what
going on record. I know from past | has been done scores of times in con-
experience \how very fond some hon, | nection with the Indians of British Co-
gentlemen .are of appealing on  the| lumbia. The hon. gentleman says I
hustings to the records. of the house, | advised them. I do not at all desire,
But fortunately, sir, my colleagues and sir, to be held responsible for anything
myself have always been able to ex- | the Dominion = government does!”
plain . our  records  satisfactorily.. (Laughter.) ;
(Cheers.) This is only the old game Mr. Oliver said he thought the Do-
of recording the votes of the third | minion goevrnment had not come to
reading,, in order that when in due such straits that it was necessary for
time I go to Yale in the performance | them to choose the hon. the premier
of my duty to bring about the defeat|as an adviser. He reiterated his state-
of the hon. gentleman, and I hope I|ment and held. that thé records ‘of the
shall succeed in 50 doing. (Hear, | house had confirmed them.
hear.) My hofi. friend will talk to the Broad General Statements.

trackmen of the C. P. R. of the great- ;
ness of his heart towards white labor, | 4o Ha‘t’“;uf f,‘ldut‘i.?ﬂg’;,lgéﬁ%’: éf:a%d
and how bitterly he was opposed to eral statements.and then. of look.
the Japanese and Chinamen. (Hear, f:: for the?"g'éc rds. I have seen hir
hear.) But if the hon. gentleman will | | trunks fuli-of  books all over.
fake o littls advice he will deal with [ SEY; VEERG SRE G Doe Pt T
this legislation in.a manly way aﬁdﬂ. simply the sameé old game, (u"" N
withdraw his' amendment. (Hear, ‘tep )lniplythm that:  before we  get
hear.)  The workingmen. of British G-~ thmuih Wit the'. .discussion of tha
lumbia are intelligent, and it is they | R i ﬁp"d?"m'. P termings, 1f
who are mdinly responsible for placing | & “hon, gentleman in this house Jaads
the pregent administration upon the | 20V b fmuu- AR g8 s, hiouse land
treasury bénches (cheers), and How Hitgasit 1€ Wi De’Lhe Hon, mamhep for
do we éxpect, sir, and what is 0P,  the Delta, (Hear, hear.) It is all'ver
3ir, intend, to kesp the confidence of ‘atgrosting, and very amusing. (Laugi-
e workingmen of British Columbia? | te™ a%” 3 Gna
‘Why, sir, simply by treating them in Have Since Had Chance,
& decent and manly fashion! (Cheers.):| ' Mr. Oliver asked why it ‘was that
I now tell the hon. gentlethan that if .the premier and his pai - were able to
he had a right and just conception of [ claim -that. the ‘workingmen had - re-
the situation he would in the turned them to power. They could look
place take the advice given by my hon. | to the V: ouver Province for their
friend, the attorney-general, in regard | answer. n the eve of the election

lich will pe pursued by‘t,hm‘ ad-

of this. legislature; addinx, moreover,

to this bill; while in the next place he |.that paper had told a deliberate false-

Tl e

3

agreements
* [ the Asiatics that noth

e, 3 ——— o

hood. It had stated that there was an | nies and the government this exemption
agreement between Liberals and.the | has been held out as an inducement to
G. T. P. under which the country would Proceed with the construction of these
be flooded with Japanese laborers, |18, and when we consider the fact

that at least in the ease of some of them
This . was telegraphed broadcast | ¢niw exemption is not by one-hundredth
throughout  British  Columbia and | part of tllx)e subsidies which they were

this was a deliberate falsehood. promised under former arrangements
Mr. Speaker: Order, order. and which are now saved, I submit that
Hon. Mr. McBride: We have had a s lre making to'the province an ex-

by-election since then. And why did | °®'lent bargain.

you not make good if we were wrong. Where He Sees Danger.

(Hear, hear, and laughter.) by hon. SEII has rereigh ot d‘;‘:“:;

. Mr. Oliver: Yes, a by-election, but | o¢ 2rgument in respect to the 8

of vesting these powers in the govern-
no time to prepare for it. Nomination | or i cofncu buth am quite satisfied

took place one day and the election | that the country, as well as.the major-
the day following. ity of the members of this house will
Hon. Mr. McBride: You are not can- { 28Tee with me when I say that the gov-

n candidate. (Hear, hear.)
month from the time the procdlamation, lHament the very best means possible
was issued. : of safe-guarding the public interest as
Mr. Oliver again referred to the | far as this house is concerned.-(Cheers.)
statement of the attorney-general upon |And should any agreement against the
the eve of the election. It was absa- | PUblic interest be thenMdisciosed it will
lutely baseless be up to the opposition to move a vote
¥ - of want of confidence, ' (Hear, hear.)
Hon. Mr. McBride: Read the letter | Attor all. sir, there is nothing in the

of Mr.  Russell, the agent of the G. Wway of the revision of any proposed act
T. P. on thie question. by this assembly. And while the gov-

Mr. Oliver: There is nothing, abso- { 'éenment is responsible, parliament is
lutely nothing in that letter to justify still all powerful. (Cheers.) Hon. gen-

1
the statement of the attorney-general. {h‘;’?ﬁ‘e Z‘;rf::,t; ;‘:f;gg.i,ﬁga}{: giitv: ‘;‘;::;
Hon. Mr. MeBride: Well, read it. millions upon millions. Now, on the
Conditions in Natal.

three roads principally in question, the
Mr. -Oliver declined to read the let iﬁ"“ﬁ"iﬁ’ 1\? entm}i’ thezog. ‘;i bogh i
)\ 4 e 5 o erhnaps miles arg con-
ter but stated,that instead he would | cerned, and ir? all ;:)me 400 miles, While
read a statement of the paid represen- | under certain conditions the main line
tative of the British Columbia govern- | of ihe G. T. P, perhaps 500 miles, may
ment at the investigation where Mr.|in addition be included. -
Russell's letter was read. Mr. Charles| What It Amounts to.
| Wilson, a Conservative and a former| Although 1 will not. consider that
leader of the government, who was|roag in my present review. Now our
well thdught of in the provinee, had|ratd jof taxation amounts to $90. per
stated that there was absolutely no mile,' and on the lines in question this
proof or ahy shadow of proof of the| WOuld mean something like a few hun-
P ; dred thousand dollars for the ten years
truth of the statement that the G. T.) in question. (Hear, hear.)
P. was about to bring 50,000 laborers| = Ang it must further bhe recollected
into the country. that we are now dealing with the ques-
In continuing, he stated that in his tion of railway taxation alone, which

belief the province only by such enact- e‘,‘ﬁ‘ls g‘;%trug°‘,’§§,dz’;fm‘ﬁ§“’§n tgﬁ::e Ymg:
ments as the member for| Yale had|ana by reason of comsequent business

proposed to insert in this bill .could development, (cheers. So that the state-
brotect the white laborers. The Natal ments of the hon. gentleman opposite
act was useless even if left in force. gre v)vorse than extravagant. (Hear,
Mr. Oliver read figures showing how | hear.

the number of Asiatics in proportion er- Macdonald—Does not the $90 in-
to the whites had increased in Natal|Clude the rolling stock and all other

railr 4
When their measure, known as the H{,‘:ﬂdm’;f"},’fgg,de_r quite agree, but

Natal act, was in force, there will be other properties incidental
Question of Privilege. E?of;‘é‘ﬂ p"ﬁi ‘1’113‘ thet miawaliucgml::'xly"is

& Y Which must and w. e ed,

Hon. Mr. Tatlow: I rise, sir, to a for hotels, steamers, etc., and other parts
question of privilege. I have just re-|of the equipment do not fall within the
ceived a telegram which reads as fol- four corners of this act's definition.
lows:; (Hear, hear.) Further, - these compa-
Toronto, Ont., Feb. 11, 1908, '|nies were formerly subsidized at the

Hon. R. G. Tatlow, rate of $5,000 a mile in cash 6r sub-

scribed stock, and when they came to us
Mlnls_ter of Finance, Victoria, B. C. for a renewal of .these subsidies we told
You are reported in the Victoria them frankly that we could not consent.
gloloxxillst of Febrlaairy “{lhiass saying in (fheerﬁi) 1'.l‘hey algo ’represented that
e house regarding company: | these districts in wh ch ' they proposed
“We also find that their capital stock,|to build were practically virgin, while
which ‘in the first place was three and | their taxation had' been increased from
& half million dollars, today is repre-: $18 to $90 per mile, and they had, more-
sented by the ificent sum of six| over: behind them not only very strong
o hgl % milnu‘;:g;n oWt B lpaly ?ofxlxserva.uve, but uver;&_lstrouigl Liberal
s . | Influences as well, ear, hear.) It
to the amount of money which has was in these circumstances, sir, thszt’we
been Placed to the credit of rest ac- offered this exemption in order that they
count.” . There has been no addition|{might not feel from the start all the
to what represents: the capital stock |burdens that would otherwise attach to
from earnings in all the history of the :{:esetizzridgfakmgs. I thought .at the
undertaking except the sum of three{ time tha 8 Was a very prober conces-
hundred and fifty three thousand dol- induce these people t
lars. The reserve fund is entirely|or con’strucetlg;.p'le(cge%gg.t)mu'i‘lfg:e,wg(r:
made up of payments by the wshare- are sifiply business-like transactions
holders in cash premium for stock|which we ask the house to endorse.
purchased. “The dividend at the rate| (Cheers,)
of ten per c¢ent. paid is equal for the| - Does He Agree?
most’ part to four per cent. on the m}\l&vl;h yac&0n$d;szEis titf tlllgt tthese
amount paid into the treasury for By SHBV; Vi - the Kootenay
stock. You were made aware of these| Central-and the E. & N. Extension can-
facts by the memorandum,which 1, 29% come to thiw legitglatm-e for this ex-
sent you, on Saturday, ‘January 25t¥1. “Hin. T ?&ﬁ%eﬂ;gﬁm d}:?' would
and which you said you submitted to then, of course, support theYr applica-
the government. ,fuﬁe@u to ;gis tiol;}s; 'woutlidﬁil?_ zf'ot? : :
ipany perhaps y Wi read s r. Macdo
.wemwﬁb_me,ﬁﬁq 8 had heard their story.
e G. G./S. LINDSEY. ' Hon. Mr. McBride—Then the hon.
/ gentleman, speaking for his party does
I may say, ¥r. Speaker, that I Hid not agree that . these eXemptions are
not read carefully the report of my | wise? ;
remarks in the Colonist of that day.| Mr. Macdonald—I have not made that
But what I said, and what I intended Sseniest at 2. I merely say that
the house to.understand was this; that | thiS concession may be wisé in certain
the capital ‘stock of the Company - is cases. Hach application should be dealt

three and one-half million dollars, and W’g},,ﬁ nMi:,s fﬂfﬁﬁ%e_l am sorry that I
that represented partly by the increas- cannot get a simple and straightforward
ed value of assets and partly by|answer from  my hon. friend with re-
money carried forward to thé rest ac-| gard to these different projects. If the
count; this has been increased to six hm°°’§;65:nvt$‘en%‘; iga L‘?‘o,‘g’“ﬁé‘,‘,’i’fﬁﬁn’:t himt@1
and one-half millions. let us know exactly b €, an
Amendment Lost thg:e qg:sti;ns!ld (%%g.w hg:rstands e

. acdonald—Why cannot these

onT}tlﬁeh:;luS:w{:jgec;f\%s:ggz e nggg °§";_‘° ﬁ’ gh?dpar'i‘lament directly?
. Yeas—Measrs. King, Naden, . Jones, | this cénces',ioncf,f,mep—uﬂ:’{neﬁf’m‘f;ﬂng
Yorston, Kergin, ' Oliver, Macdonald, | the government, (Hear, hear.) Thgm
Henderson Munro, Jardine, Brewster, |is not a question of money but of ex.
Williams, Hawthornthwaite, McInnis— | emption from- texation, an entirely qif-
14, 5 §9f°“é, thing. (Hteuinr. hera.x-.)I My hon.
- - jiriend’'s argument is very plausible but
tbgay;}ﬁ?:g:?rs‘S'rha;gfgza,MOBﬂde’ o | this is Certainly an entirely dlttere:t

McPhillips, | jgsue from that ich’
McPhl'mps Thomson. Hunter, Fulton, money grant fa!'-ogk:hceht:-seain‘"nm in a

Young, Taylor, Garden, Gifford, Grant, | hear.) And it is, sir, not only a_(I‘-Iven_
Behnsen, Manson, Hayward, McGuire, | established practice, but from my infor-
Mackay, Parson, Davey, Schofield—22. | mation a very beneficial Dolicy as well,

Paijrs—Messrs. Bowser, Ross, Hall,

Eagleson. to promqte the construction
of rail %
Mr. Macdonald’s Amendment (f,{ear, he lii) And I c:lnnot for th:al{fse
- { 0f me see how any real weight -
On the third reading, Mr. lgacdon tach to the argument whleg ha?:nb;atn
ald moved in amendment that: This t
presented to the hpuse by my hon. friend
house, while not affirming that certain this afternoon. . I shall from- time to
lines of railway may not properly be | time, sir, bring down these agreements
granted exemption from tdxation upon|and it will be then for the hon. gentle.
terms advantageous to the public, in- | man opposite, if they disapprove, to fol-
terests, strongly disapproves of placing _1(‘(’:";“2‘:) custom usual in parliaments
the power to so exempt in the hands e
of the lieutenant-governor-in~-council, S Hasv:f:;:t.h :a':‘t:":':;p':'t e
and affirms that suéh power should be i f ree e
amendment and charged both arties
exertc;,liaed only by tpe legislative as- with gross inconsistency on‘thiquue:-
Remniy. tion. : 5
He entered a very strong  protest Bill. Gets 'Third Reading.
against what they—on that side of the| mhe amendment was rejected on the
house—-g:onceived to be a gross usur- following division: ?
pation of the constitutional privileges| Yeas—Messicurs King, Naden, Jones,

o

£ representatives of le | Yorston, Kergin, Oliver, Macdonald, Hen.
ghrotggh fllx’e taking ‘away ft!l'loemp:ggm derson, M“"ﬁ"' {g’dm‘" Brewster, Wil-
of the right of dealing with this entire ““f{;’,;f_‘.‘n}';;};ﬁu'“é?ﬁ}v‘fm”ﬁ;;;ﬁae
question of exemptions as well as with | gotton, Ellison, Shatford, _McPhillips,
the finances of the province and pla-|Thomson, Hunfer, Fulton, Young, Tay-
cing the power of dealing with these |lor, Garden, Gifford, Grant, Behnsen,
mportant issues in the hands of the |[Manson, Hayward,  MeGuire, Mackay,
government of ‘the day. Parson, ill)a.vey, Schofield—22,
Need Haid Mo Fear. e p;ggx:d bill was read the third time and
1Hn°ﬁ ld‘ri hMcBrit(;e—-MgI'h;ni‘iﬂend bl;as Bills to Be Introduced.
criticize e aection whic] ave been | ' »
g st'rumr?tta,l gﬁ insertllx,a Mt thistﬂm togl;:rggllgowlng bills will be introduced
rega: {¢] ens as bein; unconstitu- 8 -
tlon;a.l I“d uﬁe!ﬁ;q“t ‘"e‘f‘{ﬁ" &l;d :3 Da'l;?~%:ﬂ§l:;xnnais(}enetal Eight-Hour
reply ) e to say that shou . 3 ’
it so llz;;:pen thta.l:: an azreemetx':t czntge 5039133‘3‘21%43‘ %vjmi:ed W
made ween the government an e i3y
r?ilwaya wherein the exemption is con- Questions to Be Asked.
ditional on the non-employment of Asi-|. The following questions will be asked
atics ‘and ‘aliens on certain -conditions | tomorrow: i X
while in the face of this understanding Is it the intention of the government
the declaration of any court can go so|to discontinue the.  collection of tolls
far as to destroy that condition, it would | from travelers, vehicles, etc., using the
then be quite within the right of this| government bridge at New Westminster.
parliamen d of the government of the | By Mr. Oliver. .
1500 vy "l ORI | o Sl Bl of the woverumant
¢ % 1 ; iy & o
gether, (Hear, hear.) The hon. gen- granting tg’weiﬁ?o:’ rPhoen?x‘ ot.‘):pdrg
tleman abgolutely need have no fear as|tion of-the mineral tax collected from
Wwe have absolutely no fear on any ques-jthe mines within the corporate limits
tion in this relation, for when it conies | of the city of Phoenix?—By Mr. Me-
to the final® execution of the necessary | Innis. :
ents we shall see with regard to ‘What disposal has been made of vote
to"give the white Jabor of British coc i t?cfnl)“ta!“ﬁmngwn(i'aml5’000‘ b
lumbia every protection. (Cheers,) While Ongxrl:oﬂoﬁ —;t {he rl'mn.. the fpremier
the effect of the amendment would be{the house adjourned at 5:15 o’clock.
ttlr;;‘!re;mgo;ygtguun its c:ntiiem;i (.Heg‘. : - -
) . i € governmen as Berlin, Ont, Feb. 1l.—Jjoseph Leh-
along emphasived the necessity of this manm, of Preston, was,foung.

tions were in progress with
thre.’-comp.,me;m.mthu’f”ﬁhuﬂ in | tination, He went to Guelph from
the next place as a matter of convéni- Preston, intending to travel to New
ence it would be well for the government Germany by the Guelph-Goderich line
in couneil to have the power of enter- to join his wife, who was tending his
ing into such agreements. in otder 1o se- [mother. The line way blocked . with
cure the construction of needed railways snow, and with the weather 20 below
without of hecessi: calling the legisla- . ad Witk H alk
ture together for the purpose. (Hear,|Z2r0 he started walking. He walked
hear.) By virtue of the negotiations | nine miles, carrying a heavy grip, and
ich have been carried on and prag-|was within 150 yards of a farm house
tically concluded between these compa- | when he dropped.
APRB R ey 2 L Sy R 3

>

‘:

slon and quite justifiable in order to

would say, after I

ttlxll!.t o:‘ ‘tg& strength of the explanation to death within 400 yards of his des- |the

COMMISSION REPORTS
~ UPON IRRIGATION

Exhaustive Document I?rgsenf—
ed at Yesterdgy's Sitting
Of the ‘Legistature

From Wednesday's Daily.
The report of the commission ap~

z 1f- ;
did. We gave you a month to get out agment Is obliged to table within f pointed last August to enquire into the
*én days of the opening of the house
1t was a|aj syon agreement: g,vgs to this par- | I'rigation problem in this city was pr

sented to the legislature yesterday b!
the Hon, Dr. Young, provincial secr
tary, The commission consisted
Hon. F. J. Fulton, chief commission:
of lands and works, and Prof, Louis G.
Carpenter of Fort Collins, Colerado.
The report will be printed.

The report of tae irrigation commis-
slon sets forth at some length the
findings of Prof. Carpenter on the zen-
eral question of irrigation with com-
ments upon how it will apply to Brit-
ish Columbia. It is an exceedingly
lengthy document.

Mr. Fulton’s Report.

The following is the report as rem-
dered by Hon. W. J. Fulton, chief com»
missioner of lands and works:

; Feb. 10, 19808,
To the Honorable James Dunsmuir,

Lieutenant Governor of British Co-
lumbia, Victoria, B. C. ;

Sir—In accordance with the require-
ments of the commission dated 'the
19th day of August, 1907, issued to
Professor Louis G. Carpenter of Fort
Collins, Colorado, ang myself, empow-
ering us to inquire into the irrigation
of land in the province of British Co-
lumbia, as chairman of the commission
I have the honor to report to you as
follows:

Your commissioners, accompanied by
Mr. R. F. Chil&as Secretary left Vic-
toria. for the interior of the province
on the 20th day of August, 1907, and
visited the following places, viz: Ash-
croft, Kamloops, Vernon, Keolwna,
Penticton, Osoyoos and Keremeos,
these places being selected as - being
typical of the general condition exist-
ing in the arid belt of the province.

Arriving at Ashecroft on the after-
noon of the 21st August we drove out
past Judge Cornwall’s ranch almost
as far as the Basque Ranch, this part
‘of the country furnishing a good illus-
tration of tne irrigable bench lands of
the dry belt. The next day we drove
up the Bonaparte as far as Hat creek,
on the way back calling at the Dom-
inion ranch owned by Mr. Semlin.
From Ashcroft we proceeded to Kam-
loops, and spent the afternoon inspect-
ing the irrigation ditch and works of
the Canadian Real Properties on the
west side of the North Thampson riv-
er. This company has-had a system
in operation since 1904, having a diteh
Some seventeen miles long intended to
supply some 5,600 acres of land. The
next day we drove up the South
Thompson river and round by Camp-
bell’s creek where a number of small
holdings are being irrigated by separ-
ate individual ditches. On the 24th we
broceeded to Vernon and spent two
days inspecting the Earl of Aberdeen’s
Coldstream ranch and the sub-divis-
lons whieh have been made there, al-
o the irrigation scheme of the White
Valley Irrigation and Power Company
which is intended to.supply seme 20,-
000 ‘acres. On the 27th, acecompanied
by Mr. Price Ellison, M. P. P: we drove
dﬁ»wx:i by Long Lake to Kelowna, not-

uring \
_min‘ 3 of valuable land which are ex-

under irrigation. The following day
we drove round Kelowna and the Mis-
sion Valley and on to the benches
above Misslon creek and had pointed
out to us the wonderful capabilities of
that district. On the, 30th we took the
steamer ‘down Okanagan lake to Pen-
ticton, and the next day drove round
inspecting the irrigation scheme of tiae
South' Okanagan Land company, which

a very large amount of money in de-
veloping its scheme, and is able to
show many orchards in splendid con-
dition. ' On the following day we dfove
to Osoyoos accompanied by r, L. W.
Shartford, M. P. P, observing some 12,-
500 or 14,000 acres which e £outh
Okanagan Land company'intend short-
ly to bring under ditch. Whan i3 is
done what is now simply pastare 1and
will becorme most valuable frust wnd
garden land. On the 3rd Seoiamber
we drove over to Keremeos, and the
next day drove along the Siwilkameen
where we looked over the scheme o_g
the Keremoes Land company whica
proposes to irrigate some 6,000 acres
and which had its ditch already part-
ly constructed and a large force of
men at work. From Keremoes we re-
turned by way of Penticton and Sica-
mous to Victoria where Professor Car-
pentér spent some time in examing the
system of water records and the stat-
utes relating thereto.

. Subsequently in the month of Sep-
tember I left for Colorado, reaching
Greeley on September 23rd, where I
was joined by Professor Carpenter.
We there met a number of prominent
men who had for years been connected
with, and made a study of irrigation
matters, and discussed many of the
leading features in connection with the
matters we had been commissioned to
inquire into. From Greeley we drove
to. Fort Collins taking some two days
in that district examining various ir-
rigation systems, some of which have
been in operation for years, also in
interyiewing a number of practical and
experienced men in_  such matters.
From there we went to Denver, where
we spent a day or two interviewing
lrrlgnitxﬁm etxl:‘tlnm n.ngt ls‘ta." wud
xamining the system of State Water
f)ecreu. I l_:tt ‘Ig;nver for Victoria on
the 29th September. ;

The view of Professor Carpenter, in
which I fully coneur, are set out at
length in his personal report submitted
herewith. I have the honor to be, sir,

Irrigation Committee. v
Professor Carpenter's report 1s as
follows: ; :
In considering the present and desir<"
able laws of British Columbia, I have
conald{;? especially the laws of Col-.

C n acquain n addi-
tion, tae Jaws of many other countries,
especially of the various British Colo-
nies. .I have been acquainted for a

years

general conviction that those of the
Western United States are as a whols
the. ones which best meet the general
conditions that have developed and are

likely to develop in British Columbia,
These will be discussed more at length
in report.

e drive thousands of-
pected. in the near future to be brought

has shown much energy‘'and expended” :

your obedient servant, Chairman .of
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