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DISCOVERED FIRST
GOLD IN KLONDIKE

“Skookum Jim," With His
Daughter and Nephem,
Visits Victoria

Jim “Mason, “Skookum Jim,” the
Stik Indian, who was the first to dis-
cover gold in the Klondike is in the
city on his annual visit to civilza-
tion. He makes his home in Carcross,
Y. T., and spends the time mostly in
shooting, now . for pleasure, however,
and not for a livelihood. Times have
changed g1;eaﬂy for Skookum Jim
since the day in 1896 when with his
cousin Charlie and his brother-in-law
a whiteman, George Carmack, he was
shooting near Skookum gulch on what
is now known as Bonanza creek. Jim
told the story last evening to a re-
porter.

The little party with nothing but
their rifles, some ammunition and a
bag of salt had started up the Stikeen
on a shooting trip, hunting for food.
Jim, one day in the neighborhood of
Bonanza creek shot a moose and ran
his quarry to earth near Skookum
gulch. As he Was stopping for a
drink of water after the kill, he not-
iced something bright in the water. He
picked it up, bit it.and found that it
was gold. He now wears that iden-
tical nugget in his neck tie.

How Jim, his two cousins and Car-
mack, the white man staked: claims
and took millions out of them, how
Carmack deserted his Indian wife and
ran off with a million dollars of Jim’s
money is now old history. But Jim
tells the story very readily and the
story.  as told by Jim will always be
interesting.

Jim is especially proud of the fact
that he is a Canadian Indian. Never
a Roman of old boasted greater pride
in his birthplace than Jim does in
his. .Jim had a nephew Charlie. Char-
lie paid $900 to be naturalized as a
United States citizen. The next year
they took it away from him. Jim
laughed at him for Jim has always
been of the opinion and he has never
vet seen amny reason for doubting it
that a Canadian is the noblest work
of God. Jim, it' may be said, is a
member of the Free Masons.

Last summer Jim went prospecting
in the Peace river country. He went
as far as the Mackenzie and in the
great unknown land he had a wonder-
ful trip. Splendid hunting he found
there and coal and other minerals in
abundance.

Jim returns to Carcross next Tues-
day and he will shoot rabbits and other
game all winter and in spring go pros-
pecting again for he is proud of his
appelation of Skookum and prosperity
has hurt him as little as the previous
hardships did.

With him this year came his daugh-
ter. She is going east to school. Jim
has no sons, but a nephew, Sam Smith
accompanies him.

Victoria, he has visited before, but
in the last two years that he has been
away great changes have taken place.
He confessed that he had great trouble
in finding his way around the city,
the landmarks so changed. The C. P.
R. hotel struck him as the ultimate
and final word in'all that -was 'mag-
nificent and fine in = hotel .. buildings,
and ‘he will put up there on the oc-
casion of his next visit.

AUTO ROADS IN AFRICA

Their Construction On the Congo for
Freight Purposes
L4

In the Congo Free State, under the
direction of a central automobile de-
partment, more than a year’s work has
been done in the construction of spe-
cial highways and the establishment
of the forerunners of a network of
automobile freight lines. .The road on
which. work is being most rapidly
pushed and. on the completed portion
of which freight is now being jrans-
porced, will be the longest and most
important of these enterprises. It will
connect the Congo with the Nile, at
Rejaf, only a short distance south of
Condokoro, whica is now reached regu-
larly by passenger and freight steam-
ers from Khartum. ;

‘When the freight road is completed,
in about two years, says the Motor
World, the upper Congo will have
automobile, steamboat and rail con-
nections with the Mediterranean, as
well. as steam transportation co the
mouth of the Congo and BEurope.

The starting point is about 600 miles
up the Congo above Stanley pool,
There are some long stretches of navi-
gation where the loaded automobiles
will be carried on small steamers, but
the total length of the freight road
will be 500 miles.

The attitude of the natives .along
the Welle Maku toward the advanc-
ing enterprise is highly gratifying to
the authorities. They give a hearty
welcome to the whites. The chiefs
have complained that the carrier ser-
vice between the Belgian posts takes
too many men from their usual pur-
suits and the whole region is happy
over the fact that the freight road
will entirely do away with the cara-
vans of porters carrying loads on their
backs for hundreds of miles.

Manzali, the most important chief
of this section, on his own initiative
says that if they pay his subjects the
usual price for work by the day the
whites need not bother themselves
with the question of labor supply. He
will provide the men and take them
from the villages near where the road
is being built.

The entire road will be first-class
for the heavy hauling intended and
perfect drainage is being provided at
every point. For some yvears the Gov-
ernment has been experimenting with
two or three types of automobile
freight carriers. A well known Eng-
lish  machine was finally rejected,
excessive
weight, and a Belgian wagon, especial-
1y built for tropical service, has been
adopted and is said to be satisfactory
in all respects. The only change in
it which the rgport recommends is
that certain Congo instead of . Euro-
pean woods be used in the construc-
tion of the machines now building for
the service.

As far as the road is completed the
wagons are hauling material and sup-
plies to the roadbed, giving the ma-
chines and ‘the roadbed a thorough
test. "The loaded wagons travel at
the rate of 10 to 12 miles an hour, and
it is expected’ that this will be the
average speed between the Congo and
the Nile when the system of highwayvs
is completed and the traffic is fully in
operation.—New Yorw Sun.

Mrs. William Lang has returned
home, after an  absence of three
months, Mrs. Lang has been visiting
relatives and friends in Chicago and
Missouri.

S N A

T Prim

e Minister

t Dunfermline

Sir-Henry Campbell-Bannerman ad-
dressed a meeting of his constitutents
in the St. Margaret’s hall, Dunferm-
line, says the London Times. Provost
Macbeth presided over an attendance
of between 1,000 and 1,800 persons, in-
cluding many ladies. - Among those on
the platform were  Mr. McCrae, M.D.,
Mr. C. E. Price, M.P., Lord Bruce, Sir
J. B. Smith (Stirling), Mr. W. Rob-
ertson, chairman of the Dunfermline

Liberal association, and Mr. A. D.
‘Wood, secretary of the Scottish Lib-
eral association.

The chairman, in opening the pro-
ceedings, said that' the Primé Min-
ister had come among them, after a
period of most strenuous’ work, full of
vigor of mind and body, and still fit
and willing to serve this great nation.
(Cheers.) .

Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, who
was received with prolonged cheering,
after expressing the pleasure he felt
in addressing a meeting of his constit-
uents, said: This is the time of the
year when:. political ~meetings and
speeches are rife; and I must say
that Scotland appears to be getting a
full share of them. (Laughter.) There
is quite.a swarm of south country lo-
custs (laughter) who have come down
fluttering among us, hoping to devour
the green herb of Scottish Liberalism.
It will take them all their time.
(Cheers.)
seil; it never was in so vigorous a
condition as it is at this moment, and
it will defy their blight. (Cheers.)

Mr. Long’s Criticism

One of the kindliest as well as one
of the busiest of these locusts is a
personal friend of mine for whom I
have a great regard, Mr. " Walter Long.
The other day at Inverness he gave
me a thorough dressing.- (Laughter.)
Not only did he denounce the: govern-
ment and myself in round terms, not
only did he declare his opposition to
all my views—which I was very glad
to hear of, because it convinced me
that I was right (laughter)—but .he
said that a long speech which I had
occasion to make about a fortnight
ago in Edinburgh® at a well attended
meeting of delegates from all parts of
Scotland, was altogether unworthy of
the position I occupy as the head of
the government. He said that I had

reforms closely affecting the well be-
ing of the Scottish people, the impedi-
ments that we find placed in the way
of those reforms by the present dis-
tribution of parliamentary power; and
he ‘said that while I dwelt upon these

phrases such topics as colonial rela-
tions and foreign relations, on which
Mr. Long said the greatness and pros-
perity of -the Empire- depend. I sin-
gle out this criticism because there is

the outside. '(Hear; hear.) To begin
with, I think it is rather for me than
for my friend Mr. Long to select the
subjects which are® most interestnig
to my own countryn®n. (Cheers.) But

that he and his friends are harping
on an old string, are still imbued with
the old spirit, are still pursuing thé
old tactics with which we "were so
long familiar when they were:in pow-
er. They would keep their own eyes,
and, if they could,- they would try to
keep other people’s eyes, fixed upon
external questions, and would let
things swing at home on the old lines,
~except, of course, when, as for in-
stance in the case of their own Eng-
lish education- bill. and their English
licensing bill, they could snatch a
chance blow for privilege and class in-
terest. (Cheers.)

Social Reforms and External Policy

I do not underrate the importance of
external questions; but the questions
which are now clamoring for solution
are evils which beset our body politic
at home—drunkenness, - depopulation,
bad housing, infant mortality, ignor-
ance—all of therh within the range of
legislation—are all demanding meth-

The plant is native to the ;

dealt with such matters as legislative !

matters I dismissed with a few brief .

‘more under it than iwould appear on |

I say that this litle incident, this 1it-’
tle criticism, is significant of the fact’

ods of treatment, I suspect, more
stern and unsparing than Mr. Long
and his friends are likely to employ.
(Cheers.) The day for soft phrases
on these subjects has gone. Social re-
forms—we are all for social reforms—
but what we have now to do is to ap-
ply these' reforms, not in dilettante
fashion and in inoperative form, but
in earnest, and we are not to be de-
barred when they involve a sacrifice
of personal or class interest. (Cheers.)
That is how you will give strength and
vigor and vitality to the Empire—that
is the trite Imperial policy. Scour and
polish as you like the outside of the
cup and platter, what avails it to the
real strength of the Empire if your
people at home are weakened and de-
moralized and decimated by the evils
to which I have referred? (Cheers.)
These are the motives and those are
the objects of the bills of ours which
they have managed somehow 6r other
to prevent from becoming acts—bills
which are familiar to- you all in the
Public prints and elsewhere just now
—our English education bill, our land
values (Scotland) bill, our Scottish
small landholders-bill (cheers)—which
have all been summarily rejected or
destroyed. That is why I spoke of
some of those things in Edinburgh, to
Mr. Long’s intense horror., (Laugh-
ter.) I have said that I do not under-
value the importance of foreign affairs
,—of, T should rather say, external
questions. Foreign relations, indeed!
‘Why, by common consent never have
they been managed with more con-
spicuous ability and success than by
Sir Edward Grey. (Cheers.) We have
thrown our whole energies on the side
of peace, amity, and arbitration
(cheers); and if, in face of great diffi-
culties, and, as we think, prejudices,
we have not achieved all that we de-
sired, we have at least done our best
and we have left no doubt upon which
side in all such questions the British
power is to be reckoned. (Cheers.) I
speak of this with particular interest
tonight, because I have the pleasure
of being supported on the platform by
my friend Sir Randal Cremer, who has
done more and certainly. sacrificed
more in the cause of peace and, arbi-
tration than any other man in this
country. We are well justified in dis-
claiming any idea of hostility or ag-
gression towards any of our neigh-
! bers; and as regards the-most recent
incident, the arrangement with Rus-
sia as to our mutual interests in Asia,
I would only say that the formation
of such an understanding has been for
many years—-certainly for 15 years to
my knowledge, because I remember
certain circumstances that recall- that
time to me—a part -of the avowed
policy of the Liberal party; and it is
an arrangement which can only con-
duce to peace, good .feeling, and the
saving of cost all round. (Cheers.) I
am not so sure that during any part
of these 15 years that policy has been
looked upon with much favor by Mr.
Long and his friends. (Laughter.)

Contrast in Colonial Policy

I turn now to the British Empire
itself. What has this gavernment,
which is said to neglect and estrange
‘the colonies, done in that ,guarter? I
do-not wish to boast. I wish to use
the language of moderation; but it is
difficult to gpply language of modera-
tion which shall be true. to the situa-
tion. No incident in the whole coloni-
al history of our country, not except-
ing even the great Canadian settle-
ment, has been more splendid in its
lesson to ourselves and to the world
than the free institutions given to the
Transvaal and to the Orange River
Colony.  (Cheers.) We at least have
shown that we know how to consoli-
date and amalgamate civilized com-
munities under the British crown. Mr.
Long’s methods are different. (Laugh-
ter.) He first went to war with them,
and he spent 250 millions sterling in
overcoming resistance. Then, when
the war was ended—there was a good
deal of doubt at the time, you may
remember, .when it did end (laughter)
—he offered a grudging, half-hearted,
suspicious partnership; and now  he
would consolidate the Empire by set-

ting all the states within it by the
ears over tariffs. (Hear, hear.) Mr.
Long is an ardent protectionist,
(laughter) tariff:-reformer, préferen-
tialist—one does not know which name
to choose. These friends of ours on
the ‘other side of the House, and on
the other side of the hedge in politics
throughout the country, have a curi-
ous passion for changing their name.
A man who changes his name too oft-
en in civil life is usually looked upon
with some degree of  suspicion.
(Laughter.) I do not know whether
you follow the affairs of the London
county council. The Conservative
party there—those that do not wish
changes, who, if there is to be any
change, would like to go back a bit
rather than forward, used to call
themselves Moderates—a very good,
respectable- name. We all wish tq
be moderate—rather a taking name
(laughter)—but they found that they
did not get on well with that name, so
they called themselves “Municipal Re-
formers.” (Laughter.) So a protec-
tionist calls himself a “Tariff Reform-
er.” An old verse says:

A merchant, to:secure his treasure
Conveys it in a party name;

Euphemia serves to grace my measure,
But Chloe is my real flame.

(Laughter.) - Mr. Long and his friends
are, I suppose, getting on nicely with
that policy with the colonies. The re-
sults, so far -as they have appeared,
especially in Australia, seem hardly
worth the price of putting a tax upon
our untaxed food in this country,.
(Hear.) No, I am .quite prepared to
meet Mr. Long upon any . point of
either British or foreign relations.
(Cheers.) ,

The Government and the Lords

But one of the subjects objected to
in my speech was that of the rela-
tions between the two chambers of
the legislature (cheers), and the re-
sult of those relations. I repeated at
Edinburgh the explanation which I
made in the House of - Commons of
our proposed way of dealing with that
great difficulty. It is not a revolution-
ary plan; it follows -constitutional
methods. We leave to the non-elect-
ed House of Parliament all its useful
functions of discussion, comment and
suggestion—functions, by the way,
which for the last 20 years, with a
short interval of Liberal administra-
tion, practically., were abdicated be-
cause the Conservatives were in pow-
er. We continue these functions, we
think it wise that we should maintain
them; we give opportunity after op-
portunity of exercising them. We thus
fall far short of the celebrated resolu-
tion passed 'by; ‘our foréfathers in the
House of Commons many generations
ago, which has ever since governed the
action of the HouSe of Lords, which
debars that ‘House' from amending
money bills; ‘we~alse fall far short of
the recent established practice which
has been acquiesced in, that any ex-
pression of condemnation of the con-
duct of the executive government by
the House of L.ords need have no ef-
fect or influence: upon the pesition of
that government.s I say we do not go
so far’ as either aof those two exam-
ples; all we say is that the electors
must have the }ast word (cheers), and
they must in the end be Supreme in
determining the nature of the bill
which is to be submitted for the as-
sent’ of the crown. (Cheers.) That
is-aur proposal. We may well be
surprised at our. own moderation.
(Cheers.) But let me now call your
attention to a most remarkable fact
that I do not think has been suffi-
ciently noticed.  'We have had a great
deal of debate and criticism on this
subject, and we' are bound to have a
good deal more before we are done
with it; but up to this time not a
word has been said by any one in de-
fence of the present system. (Cheers.)
I say that is a most remarkable fact.
Search the reports of the debates in
the House of Commons, search the re-
ports. of meetings and speeches on
platforms, search the lucubrations of
the press even, where you sometimes
see wonderful things (laughtery, you
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will find no word
present system. But the present is a
system under which we have to
work. The system, ‘therefore, under
which we have to work, by the mouth
of its advocates and on the advice of
its counsel, pleads guiity (cheers); no
one defends it; and yet for 20 years
our political opponents have been in
full possession of power and they have
done nothing to mend it. There are
three arguments, so far as I can make
out, used against our proposal. In the
first place, it is said, “What are you
doing? -You are goimg to destroy the
Second Chamber, you are going to set
up what they call’—you will find that
doctrinaires and doctors are very fond
of long words—‘“you will be setting up
a unicameral system.” It sounds very
awful (laughter); but it is not -true.
We leave the Second Chamber to its
truest functions unimpaired, advisory,
corrective, and, if you like, dilatory
(laughter), so as to gain time for full
consideration; we leave it with all that;
we leave it with far more, even the
full powers exercised under a Conser-
vative government, and they seem to
be perfectly satisfied with- that. We
give them a large opportunity of all
businesslike consideration where the
wisdom and experience which no doubt
resides in many members of the House
of Lords can be brought to bear. The
theory, of course, is that the Lords
know better than the electors what is
in the mind of the electors. This gives
an opportunity under our system of
full enlightenment to the electors, and
when electors discover that what they
thought was their mind was not really
their mind, they will no doubt let their
representatives in the House of Come
mons Know it pretty quickly. (Cheers.)

Rivar Plans of Reform

in defence of the

Then the next argument is, “You are
proceeding on the wrong line; what is
wanted is a reform of the House of
Lords.” A Reform of the House of
Lords  can only mean one thing—that
you should supersede or modify the
hereditary element in the * House.
(Cheers.) There is a revolutionary
proposal if you like! That proposal is
revolutionary, differing in that respect
from our proposal, which is modest
and moderate. I am quite willing to
consider plans of reform for the House
of Lords, once we have safeguarded the
rights of the popular house, (Cheers.)
‘But the intention is, I fear, to reform
and strengthen it so as to be able to
thwart and overbear the Commons.
That is what is really meant, and it is
the drollest idea ot a constitution I
ever knew. We have among us' still
I am glad to say, a gentleman of great
and diversified talent—Sir William Gil-
bert—and he has given probably as|
much *real enjoyment to his fellow-
countrymen as any otner man; and his
reward is that his name has been em-
bodied in the language. This is what
is called a Gilbertian idea. It recalls
nothing to me so much as a German
medical student’s song Wwhich I once
heard, and which bore for its title
something like this, “How you make a
good prescription” (laughter); and it
ran gfter this fashion. The first stanza
broyght before you a patient who was
suffering from a feverish eondition; his
skin dry, and so forth. Then it says
what he wants is to have his pores
opened; therefore, lét us give him a
good dose of so and so in order to
open his pores; and so ‘“we make a
good prescription.” (Laughter.) ' The
second stanza .sets forth that. there is
a danger of opening his pores too
much (laughter), and if that is done
he may catch a severe cold, which
would complicate matters. Let us,
therefore, shut up hig pores a little
again; let us give him a dose of an-
other stuff for that.purpose, and so
shall we write “a good prescription”;
.and so the song goes on prescribing a
poisonous drug, and in the following
stanza administering an antidote to the
poison which has just been prescribed.
That is the only thing I can think of
as the model for this new British Con-
stitution; for think what it amounts to.
We are to go on with our elaborate
electoral machinery mapping out the

country into electoral areas, quarrel-
ling about what they shall be, one man
one value, and all the elaborate and
stringent, and somettmes incomprehen-
sible, rules as to electoral registration,
leaving expenses ‘to  be paid by the
candidate or by some one good enough
to pay them for him (laughter), nom-
ination day, polling day, and all the
rest of it—we are to go on with that
which has no other purpose on earth
except to ascertain as accurately as
possible the mind of the country, and
then so little confidence are we to feel
either in the ascertainment of the mind
or in the mind itself that we are now
not to be content even with the capri-
cious and inefficient Chamber we now
have, but are to create a brand-néw
senate, with the power to stand out
against the Commons, which is the
work of our own hands, and to defy
it, and to save us from the mischief it
would do. (Cheers.) Why, it is too
absurd for anything. It would be ex-
cellent for comic - opera® (Laughter.)
If we could revive Sir Arthur Sullivan
and enlist the help of Sir William Gil-
bert, it would be admirable, but not
intended for real life. (Cheers.) The
first thing we have to do, and that is
what we. are going to do (cheers), is
to put the relations of the two houses
on a businesslike, true, and statesman-
like footing, and then we may see about
the reform of the House of Lords.
(Cheers.)

“The Cup Is Full and Overflowing.”

The third argument which I shall
name which is 'used, the third thing
that is said and has been said ever
since we began to move in this matter,
especially since the resolution passed
in the House of Commong last sum-
mer, is this—“All this is .ner: fire and
fury, signifying nothing; the truth is
that ‘the government party is at log-
gerheads in itself, breaking up, guar-
relling, discontented.” Well, I know
something about that (laughter); vet
I can stand here smiling, notwith-
standing those dreadful things that are
taking place. But we are told that, in
order to cover up our suffering from
those divisions of purpose, which are
non-existent among our opponents on
the other side of the House of Com-
mons, but which infest us to such an
extent (laughter), we are picking a
quarrel with the House of Lords, and
all these Bills are only introduced—
this is the theory—to provoke this
quarrel and to fill- up the cup. The
worst of it is, for this argument, that
the cup is full (laughter and cheers);
the cup is full - and overflowing
(eheers); it was full about the time
that I went into parliament. The re-
forming party in the state has suffer-
ed for years and years with more or
less of patience tarougid this anomaly,
the incubus of this overbearing power.
(Cheers.) We are in no need of new
examples; we have gone 6n too long
with our struggles (cheers), struggles
for better laws, struggles which we
knew must be futile whenever they are
directed against the prejudices and
prerogatives of the class which sways
the Upper House. (Cheers.) #it is no
mere question, mark you, of a meas-
ure being rejected here and thefe. We
cannot afferd’ ‘to “1save ‘our franchise
system, our education system, our H<
censing system, our agrarian system,
our rating system to their. mercy, even
as. our forefathers found it unwise. to
leave our financial and money. system
at their mercy. (Cheers.) These are
matters on which the wellbeing of our
constituents, and therefore collectively
of the whole nation, depends (cheers),
and there ought to be no ambiguity as
to the ultimate control in the matter.
(Cheers.) I firmly believe that the
general sense of the nation will be glad
to see a modification such as we pro-
pose in the working of the legislative
machine, and an end put to the ano-
malies of the present system, which,
as I have said, appears to find no one
to defend it, and I further believe, I
believe in my heart and conscience,
that in no other ways than such as
these can harmony, regularity, effici-
ency, aye, and safety be attained.
(Loud cheers.)

Further communications have been
received from Dr. M. A. Stein, con-
cerning the progress of his offictal ex-
pedition in Central Asia, says the
London Times. They are dated irom
An-shi, in the northwest of the Chin-
ese province of Kansu. After ‘dcs-
patching from Abdal a caravan rto
Kashgar with most of the archaeol-
ogical “finds” brought away from the
ancient sites north and south of I.cp-
nor, Dr. Stein started in the las® wevck
of February towards the basis of
Sha-chou, better xnown by its 13
name of Tun-huang, on the western-
most border of the Chinese province
of Kan-su. The route taken tarough
the intervening desert may ciaim
special historical interest. It was the

| same which Marco Polo had follow-

ed, and by which six centuries earlier
Hsuan-tsang, the great Buddhist pil-
grim, had made his way back {0 China
rom Lou-lan, the present Charklik.
Ever since the second century B.C.,
when the Chinese first extended their
influence into Turkestan, this deso-
late track, close on 350 miles in
length, had been an important car-
avan road during successive periods
of their supremacy in the Tarim
Basin. Yet for centuries past it had
been almost. completely forgotten.
Rediscovered some 25 years ago, it is
just coming rapidly into favor again
with traders from Khotan and Kash-
gar, probably as a result of the com-
mercial tide attending the increased
prosperity of ‘the oasis in the south
of the great Turkestan desert. Itwas
interesting to note that a large part
of the goods which those enterpris-
ing pioneers import by this ancient
road to Cathay consists of English
fabrics' brought all the way from
Kashmir on pack animals. Marko
Polo’s description of the route was
found thoroughly accurate in all its
topographical details. The ground
traversed proved of considerable and
varied geographical interest, more
than one-third of the route skirting
the shores of a vast salt-covered lake,
indicating the extent of the Lop-nor
marshes at a period perhaps not very
remote. Beyond, the detailed survey
carried along the route by surveyor
Rai Ram Singh showed clearly that
lhe well-marked depressions between
the slopes of the Kuruk-tagh and the
Altyn-tagh, in which™ the expedition
moved, had once served for the pas-
sage of the waters of the Su-le-ho and

Tun-huang rivers down to' Lop-nor.

It was soon after emerging from this
great depression at a point still five
long marches from the edge of the
Tun-huang oasis that the expedition
came upon the remains of ' ruined
watch towers and an ancient wall or
agger connecting them., A variety of
archaeological indications convinced
Dr. Stein that they belonged to an
ancient’ system ‘of  frontier ' defence
corresponding to the extant “Great
Wall” on the Kan-su border. Dr.
Stein returned in the. second half of
March. BY moving first to the north
of the oasis and subsequently strik-
ing the ancient Limes by a new route
through the desert' west of Tunhuang
he succeeded in accurately surveying
its line right through for a distance of
some 140 miles and exploring the ruins
of its watch stations, sectional head-
quarters, magazines, etc. From the
Chinese records, mostly on wood or
bamboo, which the excavation of al-
most every ruin yielded in plenty, he
was soon able to make certain that
this line was constructed at the close
of the second century B.C. under the
Emperor - Wu-ti, who commenced
Chinese expansion into Central Asia
It appears to have remained regular-
ly garrisoned down to the middle of
the second century A.D. Dated docu-
ments are particularly numerous from
98 B.C. to about 25 A,D., the time
when a period of internal and exter-
nal troubles came to an end with the
advent of the second Han Dynasty.
There can be no doubt that the main
purpose of. the Limes was to guard
the territory south of the Su-le-ho
river, which was indispensable as a
hase and a passage for the Chinese
military forces, political missions, ete,
sent to extend and consolidate Chin-
ese influence in the Tarim Basin and
further west. The enemy whose at-
tacks had to be warded off were the
Hsiong-nu, the ancestors of those
Huns who some centuries later
threatened Rome and Byzantium. In
the west he traced the fortified Limes
to its very end, where after a great
bend to the south-west its flank rest-
ed secure on extensive salt marshes
and equally impassable mountain-
like ranges of drift sand. Eastwards
Dr. Stein could follow its line to the
Oasis of An-shi, from where it is
likely to have extended to the present
Kai-yu-kuan gate of the Great Wall.
Various causes have kept these ruins

in remarkable preservation; the hun-
jdreds of inscribed pieces of wood,

bamboo, wilk, and the mass of miscel-
laneous 'antiques have wsurvived al-
most uninjured even where coverd
only by the thinnest layer of gravel or
debris. Sometimes a mere scraping of
the surfacce sufficed to lay bare files
of records thrown out before the time
of Christ from. the office of some mili-
tary commander on to a rubbish heap
in which even the most perishable re-
maids—stray, clothing, etc., looked
perfectly fresh.

The Chinese documents, of which
close an 2,000 were recovered, refer to
matters of military administration, of-
ten giving exact details as to the
strength, movements, etec., of the var-
ious corps distributed along the border,
arrangements -about their supplies,
equipment, etc. Others are private let-
ters addressed ¢o officers, full of
quaint actualities, etc., or official re-
ports. Together with the remains of
quarters, furniture, arms, etc., exca-
vated _they will amply suffice to res-
tore a piature of the life once led
along this most desolate of bordens.
One of the best preserved ruins is
that of an imposing magazine form-
ing a solid block of halls nearly 500
feet long. Apart from the Chinese re-
cords, Dr. Stein recovered very inter-
esting relics of the traffic once pass-
ing along ‘the line guarded by the
Limes, in the form of silk pieces in-
scribed with Indian Brahmi and
Kharoshthi, and in a number of let-
ters found carefully fastened, contain-
ing. writing’ in an early Aramic script,
but possibly Iranian language. Most
of these turned up along with Chinese
records of the time of Christ. Can
they, Dr. Stein asks, have been leftl
behind by early traders from Persia
or Welstern Turkestan, coming for the
silk of the distant Seres? These expe-
ditions kept the expedition busy well
into May. Dessication within histori-
cal times has left quite as distinct
traces in ‘the Tunhuang region as
throughout the southern part of the
Tarim Basin. One could scatcely wish
for a more accurate guage by which |
to estimate the extent of the physi- |
cal change that has thus taken place |
in this part of Asia within most |
chronological‘ limits than this border
line drawn through the desert by Chi-
nese engineers in the closing years of
th second century B. C. The ground
it traverseis has remained wholly un-
touched by the manifold and often
complex factors connected with hu-
man activity in the shape of irriga-

tion, etc., which: affect inhabited

Dr. Stein’s Expedition In Central Asia

areas; and there is plenty of evidence
to show that those who laid down the
line, selected the positions for watch-
stations, etc., had been guided by a
sharp eye for all surface features and
their practical advantags.

The expedition suffered a good deal
from the daily gales and the exttremds
of the desert climate. Against the icy
blasts continuing well into April the
Stoutest furs were no adequate pro-
tection. On April 1 Dr. Stein still,
registered a minimum temperature of
7 deg. below zero Fahrenheit. Before
the month was ended the heat and
giare had become very trying, and
whénever the wind ceased clouds of
mosquitoes and other insects would
come forth from the marnshes near
which the expedition had to camp for
the sake of water to torment man and
beast. Scorpions also abounded.
About the archaeological labors which
have kept Dr. Stein fully occupied
since at the old sites to the south of
the oasis the briefest reference must
suffice for, the present, At the Budd-
hist cave temples known as the
‘Halls of ‘the Thousand Buddhas” they
revealed a great series of fine frescoes
and stucco sculptures going back
mainly to the 8th-10th centuries of
our era. Together ~with abundant
other remains, they attest .the highly
flourishing condition which Buddhist
art and studies imported from India,
both through Central Asian and Ti-
betan channels, had from an early
date attained here on purely Chinese
soil.  The materials collected are so
ample and varied that they will re-
quire prolonged labor on the parc of
séveral specialists. Everywhere about
the oasis he was able to observe the
far-reaching effeats which the devas-
tation and loss of population attend-
ing the lasc great Mahommedan re-
bellion have had on theé- cultivated
area. Taking into account the pre-
vailing physical conditions, it appears
improbable that the lands then aban-
doned to the desert on the outskirts
of the oasis will ever fully be recover-
ed for human occupation. ‘Again and
again, Dr. Stein came upon such ruins
of‘recent date which drift’ sand is
steadily invading. There is more than
one “old site” in formation here which
might well be earmarked for the
archaeologist, say, of 4,000 A.D.

starting ajong the foot of the moun-
tains towards Su-chou, from where he
hoped, if time and local congitions
pe'rmit, to effect surveys, both along

atively few.

many political visitors at his Valley
Forge home, is telling them a
story about President Roosevelt.

prised by a
Oyster Bay not long ago.
dent appeared witkt eoat and collar off,
trousers hitched by belt and mopping
his forehead. \

to see yvou, delighted.
busy putting in
Just come down to the barn with me
and we'll talk it over while I work.’

tion anq president.

But, behold, there was no hay on the
floor!

dent to sounds in the hayloft, ‘where’
At the time of writing Dr. Stein was|all EES

sir,
sir,’ came a man’s voice from the loft.”
—Philadelphia Record,

the Great Wall north of Kan-su and
in the Nanshan range southwards,
during the summer and early autumn.

O

The seventeenth voldme of “London
Statistics,” issued yesterday by -the
London county council, is a compila-
tion of absorbing interest. Perhaps
the tables which set forth the ages at
which Londoners marry are of su-
premest interest. The great marrying
age for both sexes is from 21 to 25.
Boy and girl marriages are compar-
Two girls of 15 married
during the year, one a man of 25
and the other a man of 30. The
youngest age at which boys married
was 16. There were two of these, one
marrying a girl of his age and the
other a girl five years his senior.

Four bachelors did not marry until
turned 70, and seventeen spinsters un-
til turned 60. In all, 1,477 bachelors
married widows, 2,099 widowers mar-
ried spinsters, and 1,151 widowers and
widows were united.

The total number of marriages for
the year was 39,668 (50 more than in
1904), or 16.9 per 1,000 of the popula-
tion, as against an average of 18.7 for
the period of 1851-1905, and a rate of
more than 22 for 1861.—London Daily
Mail.

One on Roosevelt

Senator Knox, who is receiving

new

“The president,” he says, “was sur-
Kansas delegation at
The presi-

“‘Ah, gentlemen,” he said, ‘delighted
But I'm very
my hay, you know.

“Down to the barn hustled delega-

“Mr. Rdosevelt seized a pitchfork.

‘John, John!’ shouted the presi-

the hay?
“‘I ain’t had time t

K throw. it back,
since you threw i

up yesterday,

WESTERN BRANCH 0F
THE MINING INSTIT{ 7y

The Suggestion is Made
Branqh of Canadian Ass-
ciation Be Formed

Frederick Keefer, of Gree;
C., engineer in charge of the
the B. C. Copper Compans
and president of the Canadis
Institute, has written ¢
\&:esltern members of the
ciation suggesting  that
bre.mch of that body be f
bcints out the fact that the
of the institute are usuall
the East, and that the for;
such a body would result to t
of all the members.

He, therefore ,requests
western members attend a
be held in the city of
January 15, when steps wij
to organize such a brancl
ber of papers preparcd fo
meeting of the institute
read. He offers a list of ;
mitted by the council for t
of officers of the western b
further suggests that all
reading papers at the forig
meeting notify the secretary of ¢
stitute, H. Mortimer Lamb
chester street west, Montre:

The following are the n:
gested as officials of ¢
branch:

For president—A. B. W,
Grand Forks, B. C.

For secretary—E. Jacoh:

B. C; J. W. Collis and
Browne-Cave, both of
B. C.

For council—Paul §. ¢
P. Stuart, Rossland, B. (.
bell and Leslie Hill, N m
E. C. Musgrave, Vancouver, B
M. Browne, Victoria, B. Cip 10
Whiteside, Blairmore, Albcrt 13
Haas, Spokane, Wasi.

o S
Giotta

More than six hundred ve re
there lived in Italy a very u one
 man whose name was Giotta.

In those days the people of F
were brave soldiers whom the
ward led to victory among th
tains of Wales, or the wilds of
land. Even the great Lords
little of learning or of art.

It was different in Ita
amid orange groves and ge
with lovely flowers, painters anq De
thought and worked. Perhaps
beauty around them filled their ,
with fair pictures, which they ;
the canvas or wrote,in their h

Until then the painters hag
content with making copies of nlq
tures and did not try to paint the
that they saw around them. But t
did their work faithfully and s
hard. One of these old painte
one day crossing through a mo
ous country where the valleys a
sides were dotted with sheep anc
tended by boys whose business it
to keep them from straying to
mountains or enterlng the cultivate
fields. As the painter, whose

was Cimabue, strolled along, he s
lad of ten drawing with a sham |

any teaching had found out how
make a real picture.

He asked the boy if he would like
to come with him and learn how 1o
paint. One can imagine the delight of
the little fellow, as bidding good-bhy to
his sheep, he ‘gollowed Cimabue to his
father’s cottage to get the consent of
the peasant. Then there must have
been sorrow too, as the little fellow
parted with his mother and his little
brothers and sisters. As the painter
and his young pupil journeyved b
through the loveliest of country to the
most beautiful of cities, Florence, on
the - Arno. the beauty loving child must
have been delighted.

For six long years he worked for his
master. Many of his tasks were verr
tiresome but at last he learned to paf
far more beautifully than Cimabue hadl
ever done.

Not that his pictures were perfect
Even one who is not an artist, could
in these days find fault with his dra
ing. But they were lifelike. His
and women were like real men and \
men. e babies and the angels
not the expressionless faces of be.
ful dolls, even his dogs and do
looked as if they were alive. A g
many of the pictures of those
were painted on the walls of the
churches.

The Pope of Rome heard of the fams
of the young artist painter and
a messenger to get a sample o
work. To induce Giotto to do h
the messenger first visited other |
ers and got specimens of their
showed them to him and gave him !
Pope’s message.

Giotto, so we are told, took a
of vellum, and with one sweep of
brush drew a perfect circle. Tl
brought to the Pope who -sent
man who was bold enough to giv¢
so simple but yet so wonderiu
drawing and set him to ornamen' t°
walls of the great church of St. I
at Rome.

Giotto painted many pictures,
in churches in Italy. All these pail
ings show that his mind was filled wif
beautiful images. The pictures
nearly all on New Testament =
and Jesus or his mother Mary for
principal figures in most of the
otto was regarded as a master
many great Italian painters who -
ceeded him. Some of his pictun
main to this day and artists g
all parts of the world to see the
of the man who put on canvas
he really saw with his own eycs

Giotto married and had six c¢h
He, we may be sure, loved them «
for he was a happy, good-hu
man and enjoyed fun as much
delighted in his work. Perhap
is the reason we do not read t!
suffered the terrible troubles
borne by great men.

avs
days

Finished Musical Education
After a four vears sojourn in
sic where he has been completin
musical education, F. J. Arm:
son of Frank Armstrong, 521 Mlic
street, formerly a pupil of Prof. \\
ens, of this city, returned honi
week. He returns a graduat
Leipsic conservatory, one of the
est honors to which a musicia

aspire. While in Europe h¢
under some of the best masters «
violin, under Becker, one of tlv
famous teachers on the continent
under Shreck and Nikische. Mr
strong intends to take pupils,
ing his profession as a teacher

violin.
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