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 EIGHT HOUR DAY
FOR SHELTERMEN

Second Reading of -Bill Unan-
imously Passed in Legis-
latue :

. Mr. Fulton replied as follows:

under sub-section  {a), (35)
under sub-section (b) and 11 under sub-
A section (e).

Mr. King asked the Hon. the Chief Com-
missioner of Lands and Works the follow-
lng‘ question:

he names of parties who staked four
claims during the years 1898 and , sit-
00, on_the Peace river;

miles below the Findlay rapids, on

t. Selwyn, .crown granted August, 1904,

lglve the exact date of staking and
crown-granting..

The Hon. Mr. Fulton replied as follows:

J. W. Coffey, located Zith September,
1898, the Ieland mineral. claim,

Jamee Fulten, located 14th May, 1899, the
Tﬂboﬁg x';xdineamclhcl.aim.

A. [, Maclachlin, 1 ed 1 May, 1899,
t.hi.!gl ga ltga“m]fn?r%?fclﬂ Y !}M Y__ %
obert J. Miller, located 14th May, 1
the ®igin mineral claim. iy S

the ed?fpese claims have not been crown grant-
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- DEBATE ON WAGES PAYMENT BiLL

Amendment to Compensation ‘Act Is
Rejected — Taxation of Small
Farmers and Canneries

The unanimity of the members of
the house in regard to the passing of
the second reading of the bill entitled
“An Act Regulating the Hours of
Labor in Certain Industries,” a
lengthy and somewhat spirited debate
on-a bill entitled “An Act Respecting
the Payment of Workmen’s Wages,”
and the defeat on its second reading of
a measure termed “An Act to Amend
' the Workmen’s Compensation Aect”
¢ twere some of the features of Thurs-
day afternoon’s session of thé pro-
vincial legislature. These enactments
were all of a character directly affect-
ing the workingman and the premier
and members of the government, in
the course of the discussion, explaihed
their attitude towards the respective
proposals very clearly and, in most in-
stances, at some length. There also
was considerable debate on the As-
sessment Act amendment bill, amend-
ments being introduced by Messrs.
Hawthornthwaiee and Brewster pro-
posing further reductions in the tax-
ation on the small farmers and, on can-
nery establishments in operation in
British Columbia of less capacity than
that defined as “one line” canneries.
The debate on the latter was still in
progress when the house adjourned,
Mr. Oliver having the floor.

Prayer by Rev. Dr. Campbell opened
the proceedings and immediately there-
after the usual orders of the day,
namely the presentation and the re-
ceiving of petitions, was proceeded
with. A number of questions also were
asked and answered.

Question of Privilege

Before the regular business was
taken up, Mr. Hawthornthwaite rose
to a question of privilege drawing the
attention of the house to an incident
which had occurred at -a meeting of
the railway committee held in the fore-
noon. He explained that one of  the
members had asked for an adjourn-
ment in order that certain of those
present might be enabled to attend a
government caucus. He did not think
that a committee meeting should be
broken up at will by the majority for
the purpose of allowing matters of
concern to the government to be dis-
cussed. For his part if that sort of
thing were continued he would hand in
his resignation, A

Premier’s Explanation

The premier gave an explanation of
the affair, He asserted  that on
‘Wednesday he had made investigations
and found that there were no commit-
tees slated to meet the neéxt forenoon
~and so notices were issued to gov-
“ernment supporters to attend a caucus,
Subsequently his attention had been
called to the fact that the chairman
of the railway committee had called
that body together. He gave his as-
surance that there was no intention on
the part of the government to do any-
thing which might be construed as an
interference with committee work.

Regulation of Labor

“An Act Regulating the Hours of
Labor in Certain Industries,” a bill
fathered by Mr. Hawthornthwaite was
then introduced for its second reading
by that member. In his opening re-
marks he went into history to some
extent poeinting out that the measure
had been brought before the provin-
cial legislatures some two years ago
and had then been defeated by a con-
siderable majority. Later it had been
submitted by Mr. Davidson, at that
time a member of the house, on which
occasion it had almost become law.
The object of the bill was to give men
working in the smelters an eight-hour
day. /
Mr. Hawthornthwaite spoke of the
conditions of those employed in smel-
ters contending that in many in-
stances men were forced to work be-
tween thirteen and fourteen TS a
day. He outlined the position °of the
employers and that of the employees,
the former eéndeavoring to obtain as
much as possible from their men at
as cheap a rate as would be accepted.
The same applied vice versa. He ar-
gued that if the capitalistic class was
able to exercise full sway over the
workingmen the latter “would be ex-
terminated. He said that in connec-
tion with the smelters of British Co-
lumbia the laborer was unmercifully
“gxploited.” The latter were expending
from day to day “their energy, their
life power.” The average life of the
worker should be forty years . if he
labored an ordinary eight-hour day at
a reasonable expenditure of energy.
But this was not ‘the case. He wanted
to point out that businessmen and ev-
ery member of the public had a direct
jnterest in the measure under discus-
sion. It was always asserted that
any workman’s enactment was going
to injure the industry which it most
directly effected. ™ He wished to give

his assurance that nothing of the kind|

would occur if the bill which he had
introduced became law. It would not
interfere detrimentally with the smelt-
ing industry of the province. In cor-
roboration of his -contention he re-
ferred to the eight-hour measure which
when introduced, had been bitterly op-
posed. It, however, had -carried and
the result of its enforcement was not
injurious to the coal mining business.

He appealed to members on both
sides of the house to make the bill
the law of the land.

Mr. Hayward heped to see fair play
petween man and man although he did
not propose ‘firing off the fire works”
to which the previous speaker had
given expression. He proposed ‘sup-
porting the bill because he represented
a constituency in which the industry
was engaged in te some extent. He
wished to point out that the major-
ity of the smelters of British Colum-
bia were working their men eight
hours a day. He did not see how the
introduction of the measure would hurt
the industry.

Mr. MecInnes spoke strongly in favor

of the bill, He acknowledged that
the majority of the smelters already
~had adopted the eight hour system
and that there were some arguments
which could be advanced against the
measure. But he thought that there
could be nothing brought forward
which would tell against the necessity
for some such enactment as that
which was under discussion. 3

The premier wished to make some
observations as to the position which
#e had gssumed during the past few

made of the interior of the ‘province
he had found the mining industry, and
the smelting branch of it in particular,
in a flourishing comndition. And he had
discovered also that 'those identified

under an eight-hour system in almost
every case. In short the industry was
in such a state now that he did not
believe that the legislation before the
house was of a character which would
do it serious. mischief. ' In conclusion
he ‘wished to say that he would al-
ways do everything in his power to
better the condition of the working-
man where it was possible to do so
consistently. -Therefore he would sup-
port the second reading of the bill

Mr. Macdonald Pleased

J. A. Maedonald, the leader of the
opposition, was pleased to see that
the premier had learned something in
his tour of the interior. 'He contend-
ed that he was now taking the posi-
tion which he should have assumed a
year ago. He did not think himself
that the conditions then would have
justified the passage of the measure,
Then the prices of mineral were about
half what they were at present and
any such legislation as was proposed
would have threatened the mines so
seriously that many, doubtless, would
have been forced to close down. There-
fore the workingman would have been
injured just as much as the industry
itself. But a year ago the condition
was the same as was now the case.

government should have favored the
motion when it had come up a year
ago. * Howtver, he was pleased to.see
that the administration was prepared
to lend the measure its support.

Messrs. Hall and Naden spoke in
favor of the bill endorsing the remarks
made by their leader Mr. Macdonald.

" Payment of Salaries

The adjourned debate on the sec-
ond reading of a bill entitled “An Act
Respecting the Payment of Workmen’s
‘Wages” was next introduced, the pre-
mier having the floor. He stated that
he had followed closely the remarks
made by the honorable member for
Newcastle in_ his introduction of the
measure. ‘While there was some
weight to them he @id not think thal
there was any doubt that he had failed
to advance sufficiently convincing rea-
sons for its adoption. It proposed, to
an extent, interference with the are
rangements entered into between the
employer and the employee. That was
a position which. the government could
not .take and the reason for his stand
he ‘did not think was difficult to un-
derstand. o

There was a practice, however, com-
mon he understood amgngk they %a;\v‘
mills of the province of: holding Back
a month’s salary of the émployee. This
meant placing a man in the position
of having.to work, two months before
being able to obtain :any remuneration
That, undoubtedly, was a hardship and
he promised that the situation would
be looked into with a view of taking
some action by means of legislation
which would put a stop to the custom.
The government, he stated, would not
countenance the treatment of the
workingman in such a way. Py
Some days ago a deputation ‘had
waited upen the government in behalf
of . the Dominion Trades. and Labox
congress and- had asked 'a number of
questions, among which was whether
the move in the direction of by-month-
ly payment of wages would be en-
dorsed. There were other queries and
the government had replied that it
was not in a position to give a direct
reply at that time. The position in
respeet to by-monthly payment °of
wages had been made clear in his fore-
going remarks.  [While, howeyver, it
had been found ‘impossible to support
such a measure for the reasons out-
lined he did not see why it would be
difficult . for the employers and the
employees to get together and to come
to some arrangement, mutually sat-
isfactory, for the payment of salaries
upon such & system. That he-thought
would be the most satisfactory way
of reaching what was aimed at in the
bill.
For the reasons which he had as-
signed he could not support the sec-
ond reading of the bill,

Ross Favors Bill

W. H. Ross, of Fernie, was in favor
of the bill although he thought that
its provisions, as submitted to  the
house, might be considered somewhat
too sweeping. Speaking for the ma-
jority of his constituents he thought
that they would deem -the introduc-
tion .of such a law as that under con-
sideration as desirable.. He hoped that
when it: went into committee that such
amendments as might be deemed ex-
pedient might be: introduced and the
measure ‘allowed . to become law.. He
regretted the necessity of opposing the
premier in the stand which he had as-
sumed. « It was the. first time he had
been unable to see eye to eye with
him. But he was of the opinion -that
the bill would operate most satisfac-

the Crow’s Nest valley and other dis-
tricts in that locality. Therefore he
would support the second reading.
Opposition Leader’s Position
Mr. Macdonald supported the meas-
ure, although he thought that in its
present form it was too sweeping. That
however, might be remedied in com~
mittee. ~ The .most objectionable fea-
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with these companies were operating

On that ground he contended that the|

torily in connéction with the mines of

would be detrimental to the employer.
He was in favor of reasonable legis-
lation which had as its object the pro-
tection of the employee. But he:did
not think that it had been proved
that the words referred to had affegted
the workingman to his injury. There-
fore ‘he did not propose endorsing the
second reading of the bill. i
Messrs, Oliver and McInnes spoke
briefly in support of the measure.
Mr. Macdonald asserted that he in-=
tended supporting the measure a
that the reason for his stand wag that
the words which would be elimindted.
thereby were
tion. He said that they had not’re-
sulted in the .deprivation of the wark-
ingman of any compensation to which
he was entitled nnder the law Pe-
cause the phrase 'referred to had."al-
ways been broadly construed. Still
they ‘were constantly creating difficul-
ty and he thought the Act would|
stand their elimination, A
The premier in discussing the ques
tion went into the various oceurreneces

in the 'house upon the previous oc-

casions in which the legislation under
discussion had been debated. He stat-
ed that the aet, as at present con-
structed, had been on the statutes.for
five years and there had been no pro-
tests from the workingmen, those :di-
rectly affected. It was true that Mr
Justice Duff, now. of the supreme cour
of Canada; had more or less compli-
cated the interpretation of the words
referred to. But, he conternded, 'mno
matter how clear was ‘guch aemeas-
ure such questions were bound to come
up from time to time. If the govern-
ment encouraged such proposals as
that contained in the bill the statutes
would be tinkered with constantly. In
reférence to the  operation of the
Workmen’s Compensation act that
there had been thousands of dollars
paid out under its provisions up-to-
date and so far there had been mo
protests from the employers. 4
He could not give his support to the
second reading of the bill '

McPhillips’ Attitude

Mr. McPhillips announced that-he
would not support the second reading
of the bill.  He was pleased to hegar
the leader of the opposition state thait
the words referred to had not affected
the interests of the laborers. He
would add that, as far as his experi-
ence was concerned, he had found that
almost invariably compensation had
been paid under the act. He drew
attention to the fact that .there was a,
difference between the British Coluth-
bia enactment and that in force in ge
Mother Country, which gave &
laborers .of the former an advantage
over those of the latter land. By a
glafice at .. the measure it would be
found that the word “solely” was used
in reference to the degree of the lia-
bility of the employee to the particular
accident for which he was asking
compensation,” = It was almost impos<
sible, he said; for the’ arbitrator to find
the ‘employee “solely” responsible, and
so he was generally given the benefit
of the douibt. “~ Under ' the' -circum-
stances, and I view of-what .the
leader of the opposition had said, hé
could not give the second reading ‘of
the measure his endorsation. " x

The House then dividéd, the motion
that the bi#ll-“be (read a’ second: time
being defeated by & vote of 16 to 21.

Assessment Act 4

On consideration of.the bill entitled
“An Act to Amend "the Assessment
Act, 1903,” Mr. Brewster moved to in.
sert the following as Section 2: i

“Section 4 of chapter 53 of the stat-
utes of 1903-4 ‘is hereby amended by
adding -the following words as sub-
gection 32: : i

“(32) All permanent  improvements
up to the value - of $1000 made on
lands used for agricultural purposes.”

And to re-number the other sections
of the bill,

Brewster’'s Amendment

Mr. Brewster stated that his object
was to get fairly before the legislature
the matter of taxation upon agricul-
tura lands. He said that the proposal
to exempt the taxation upon improve-
ments should be investigated.
amendment such as he suggested
would be a boon to the small farmer
and ‘would’ beneficially affeét many of
his constituents. ‘He hoped ‘that the
government would see its way clear
to support his motion.

Finance Minister’s  Reply

The Minister of Finance in reply
outlined the position of the pré-erhptor
and the ' “homesteader, .explaining - in
detail - the, exceedingly liberal' terms
upon which these people were dsalt
with. He did not think that’ after
giving them  six:years ta place them-
selves in a position to”pay some taxa-
tion.: . - ‘The wild: land . taxation wes
small, while that upon_real property
was only a little over %" per cent. He
sald that. the assessments had really
been reduced as far as was possible,
his contention being that the poorer
class of settlers were sufficiently well

otected.
per. Jardine deprecated the attitude
assumed by the government, arguing
that there was no reasén’ why taxation
should not be reduced in the way sug-
gested. He hoped - that the @mend-
ment would be accepted in - the spirit
in -which it was offered. §

Dr. Hall also spoke in favor of the
amendment, pointing out the hardships
under which the small farmer labored
in hewing a home for himself in the
forests of British Columbia. \

The amendment being put, was de-
teated by a vote of 14 to'22.

Another Amendment

Mr. Hawthornthwaite then moved to
amend Section 2 by adding after the
word “thereof” in the.fourth line, the
following < words: “and by Iinserting
after said words ‘timber lands,’ in said
eighth line, the words, ‘and two-fifths
of one per cent upon real estate of the
assessed value of two thousand dollars

d ‘under,’ ”’
amMr. Hawthornthwaite hoped thatithe
amendment would be well received by
those occupying seats on the govern-
ment side of the House. He stated
{here were thousands of farmers who
were unable to dispose of their produce.

On behalf of these men'he.desired fo

| ment as follows:

An|Y

amount of land mentioned would
amount to $1.50 or thereabouts.

‘Mr. ‘Williams endorsed . the stand
assumeéd by: Mr. Hawthornthwaite.

On 2’ division being taken, the mo-

was defeated by a large majority.

Cannery Taxation
_ Mr. Brewster hext flioved an amend-
“To amend sub-
section 5C of seetion.4 .hy-adding the
following * words: thereto: " :. ‘Provided,
that whenever ' a'‘salmon ‘cannery has
‘not a complete lifle of machinery, such

difficult of interpreta-|as is commonly. used in-a well-equipped

cannery, the personal property of such
salmon cannery shall be assessed at its
actiial value.'” '

-Mr, Brewster pointed out that a small
industry, one established ‘upon primi-
tive lines, would be taxed upon =
$10,000 plant. This would be on a basis
of that amount, as the minimum rate
of assessment provided by the sSub-
sections introduced ' by the Finance
Minister. He thought it was mani-
festly unfair that the “small man”
should be forced to pay at such a rate
‘of taxation. The principle was wrong
and he hoped his amendment would be
supported. i

Minister’s Reply

The TFinance Ministér, answering,
saild that it had not been considered
unfair in placing a; minimum rate upon
other properties or industries.  Upon
canneries this would amount to $54.
He did not consider that that was too
much to assess an industry of the
kind.

Mr. Macdonald thought that the use
of the word ‘“fair” by the Minister of
Finance was ridieculous. He thought
it might be termed “expediént,” but
not. “fair.” He ciaimed that the act
of taxing a plant of less than $10,000
in value the same _as that of that
assessment was unfair. He claim-d
that the principle Wwas wrong, as was
that of taxing the banks doing business
-in the province upon a minimum bas,
It was taxation wupon a false system
In closing, he remarked that it was
simply following along the lincs ‘aid
down by the govepnment. It was al-
lowing: the largeri concerns to escape
at thesexpensé of:the smaller. In con-
cluding ‘he inferréd that the taxation
upon@banks had ‘been brought in at
the instigation of the managers of the
larger banks, 7! v -

Denigd Statement

“The Minister ofsFinance denied the
gllegation ' mo#t Joémphatically. . The
legislatian referr to - had not been
introduced by apyssuch suggestion. |
' Mr. Hawthornthwalite dslivered an
-address §n ‘favom: of . the proposed
amendment A e ;

The Government’s Policy

The Prémier then made a few re-
marks ‘upbn the’ Yuestion of taxation
generally. . HeeXplained that the net
result - 'of the redmctions proposed by
the’ariendments t¢ the Assessment Act
of 1903 ‘would mé4n a ‘decrease in the
revenue of $125,000. =~ When the rev-
enue derived from these two sources—
pamely, real and. personal property—
were ~taken into" consideration, ' he
thought it must be #cknowledged that
the reduction was material. In regard
to the canneries,he thought that a
minimum tax of $564, such as was pro-
posed, could mnot' reasonably be found
fault . with. ~ He "had some knowledge
of the canning industry and he could
not - conceive "of  an -establishment—a
plant which could properly be termed
& cannery — beinig constructed and
equipped for less than the minimum
sum upon which it was proposed to
assess. There were, he was given to
understand, some  Which went under
that sum in their valuation; but it
would be found, he said, that in some
instances these concerng were con-
trolled by large concerns.

Farmers Prosperous

In respect fo .the. .farmers, he was
glad to say that the majority’ were en-
joying prosperity;  that owing to the
good government “which- the country
had enjoyed during the past three
ears, those engaged in agricultural
pursuits were in-good financial stand-
ing. He had noticed this gratifying
state of affairs in’ Dewdney, the riding
which he had had the leasure of repre-
senting.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite—“And which
you have deserted.”

“No,” replied the Premier, emphati-
cally. He stated that he had not de-
serted his friends of that district; In
fact he was better friends, if that were
possible; than ever before.

“He had yet to sind the farmer who
¢omplained of ‘the taxation. While
visiting Alberni hs had’noted the same
condition. He had come in contact
with some who desired improvement—
more roads and - better facilities of
that kind—but the protests to which
he ‘referred had not been forthcoming.
The farmer apparently appreciated the
necessity of taxation in order to carry
on satisfactorily - the - administration.
Moreover, he wished to say that the
policy of the present government had
always been such as to encourage the

.marked progress-during the past three
years—to. a much greater extent pro-
portionately than had been. the case
for thirty-seven. years, or since.gon-
federation.
. Dr. Kergan thought the proposal to
impose a minimum tax was unfair. He
had information = showing that there
were several assessed at lower than
$10,000, and thought that the contem-
plated action should be reconsidered.

Mr. Oliver criticized the Premier’s
remarks, claiming that the farmers had
made complaints in regard to taxation.
He" thought that the amendment sub-
mitted by the member for Alberni was
justifiable.

Questions 'and Answers

Mr. Hayward asked the Hon. the Chief
Commissioner of Lands and 'Works the
following question:

Daes the government propose to extend
fire protection for timber lands to the Mal-

and of Vancouver?
T!pe I;,Ion. Mr., Fulton Teplied as follows:
“Yes.

Mr. Naden asked the Hon. the Chief Com-
misioner of Lands and ‘Works the follow-

fng questions: -
1. How many -individuals were entitled

fo land grants -under each of .the sub-sec-

tion to insert the amendment quoted |

dgricultural ingustry, that it had made |:

_The ‘continuance of the debate on the
gill&l toda.mtelnd tttx_e Assessment Act, the
nal adoption of t thereupon,
and the pa%iﬂgﬂp%%n&%g&dlng
of the measure entitled “An Act to
Assess, Levy and Collect Taxes on the
Property of Railway Companies,”
which' was introduced’'by the Minister
of Financq, were the brincipal matters!
before thé “proviné#f°législature Fri-
day afternoon: '“<dn*eomméttion with the

latter, during t§ consideration in' com-

mittee, .the . leader = of the Socialist
party attempted to . iptroduce an
amendment . providing:. that: .railway
Companies operating -iniBritish-Colum-
bia should bé forced fo’fsstie passes to

.eertain govérnment officials and mem-

bers .of 'the legislature, and in return

‘therefor a substantial reduction to be
made in the' taxation upon: these cor-

porations. The government, however,
would not 6 countenance the proposal,
and when it came to a vote it was
defeated by a large majority.

Prayers were read by Rev., Dr.
Campbell.

After the formal presentation and
the reading and receiving of petitions,
the Premier moved that the resolution
on better terms be stood over. This
was accepted withHout question. >

Debate Continued

Mr. Oliver then took the floor, con-
tinuing .the debate upon the amend-
ment to the bill amending the Assess-
ment Act-submitted by Mr. Brewster,
the representative of the Alberni rid-
ing. This. reads as follows: ' “Pro-
vided, that whenever a’ ®€almon can-
nery has not a complete line of ma-
chinery, such as is commonly used ina
well-equipped cannery, the personal
property of such salmon cannery shall
be assessed at its actual value.”

He took much the same stand as
that assumed by the leader of the op-
position in the course of the debate on
the same question during Thursday’s
session, charging the government with
a disposition to deal hardly with the
small owners while allowing those
having large interests to escape with a
proportionately small assessment. In
illustrating this point' he referred to
the taxation imposed upon the British:
Columbia Electric Railway ' Company.
He thought that the amendment pro-:
posed should be accepted, believing:
that it would be beneficial to those en-
gaged in the salmon canning in a small’
way, and that the result of the measure’
brought down by the government would,
inflict an injustice upon* those men-}
tioned. :

ook n A Vi i i
While.. the .matter undér. discussio:
could not be taken to. directly affect a
mining, district .such as Mr. Ross had
the honor of representing, he had lis-|
tened .to the debate ‘upon. the question;
of taxing canneries with considerable
interest. His - curiosity had been
aroused, and he had, been moved to
make investigations. Altogether  he
had ‘found that there were seven can-;
neries assessed at below the $10,000

which was given as the minimum inj:

the bill which had been laid before the
House by the government, and which)
now was under consideration. Of these,
two belonged to the British Columbia
Cannery and two to the British Co-:
lumbia Packers’ Association.
three to be considered as the concerns
referred to, and it would have to be
acknowledged that these were  quite
capable of meeting the taxation pro-
posed. Of the latter there was the,
plant belonging to the W. H. Hickey’
Co., which had a plant valued at $6000
and the pack of which in 1907 was
10,000 cases. There was the Clayo-:
quot Sound Canning ‘Company, with
an assessed valumt $3000, which had
put out a total patk bf 210 ‘éduds Tast:
year; and the establishment owned by’
T. E. Atkins, assessed at $4300, the
pack of which had .amounted to 4182
cases if 1906. ‘When these figures]
were considered he did not think that
there could be any doubt but that thel
case which had "'Begh ‘advanced.b
members of the opposition and others:
supposedly in the interests of the small
cannery was not well founded. He
thought that ‘thére could be: no ques-
tion of the ability of those companies
to which he had referred, under the
conditions-clearly shown by the figures
quoted, to pay the minimum tax of $54
which was provided by the bill to
amend the Assessment Act of 1903.

Mr.. Brewster's amendment, upon &
vote being taken, was defeated.

The report was then adopted, and
the further consideration of the. bill
was fixed for the next session.

Veterinary Association

Mr. Hayward . then introduced ths
amendment to his name on the order
paper, ‘providing for the inclusion in
the bill entitled “An Act to Incorporate’
the British Columbia Veterinary Asso-
ciation’”-the words: “The lieutenant-
governor in council may appoint one
person, not necessarily a member of
the association, to be a member of the
couneil thereof,” in place of section 24
of the aforementioned bill. The sec-
tion mentioned, as it stood’ originally,
follows:

“The deputy minister of agriculture

shall, ex officlo, be a member of the
council of the association.”
Mr. Hayward pointed out that his
reason for introducing the amendment
was. in order that the government
might appoint any official to the coun-
cil-of the proposed association. He did
not think it advisable that the deputy
minister of agriculture should be
specifically mientioned. It might be
congidered expeédient that that official
should be selected, but, on the other
hand, it was quie possible that it
might be deemed wise that one more
olosely in steck with the stockmen,
also in the employ of the government,
should be a member of the council as
proposed by section 24.

Messrs. Williams, Oliver and Haw-
thornthwaite supported the amend-
ment, delivering brief addresses.

It carried:

The bill was reported upon.

Point of Order

The House then went into committee
of the whole. for the consideration of
“An Act to Revive and Continue the
Existence of Certain Companies.” This
bill* was explained by the ‘Attorney-
General. He pointed out that under
the old act, unless companies obtained

a renewal of their certificates before

‘Caniepy  Taxation ; l"%porauon, and allfireal and ' personall

This left

R. S. Sargent, -

the 1st of July in each year they could
no longer legally be deemed in exist-
ence. This might, and often did, work
a ‘hardship, and the government had
thought it well to provide an amend-
ment making it possible for these con-
cerns to obtain reinstatement upon
payment of double fees within a speci-
fied period.

Mr. ‘Macdonald agreed that such a
Ineasure was necessary. But he did
not believe in forfeiture. He advised
that the time be extended a year and
that the company should be liable to
the extraction of double fees, such
pPenalty being imposed every time a
company failed to comply with the
provisions of the measure.

The attorney-general asked leave to
Introduce” an amendment; but ‘before
it could be put Mr. Henderson, speak-
ing upon a-point of order, claimed that
as the bill proposed, according to the
provisions of section 5, would give
back to the companies revived prop-
erty that had been estreated to the
crown; and-that-as it dealt with crown
lands and crown property, it would
have to be introduced by message from
the lieutenant-governor.

The attorney-general moved that
the committee rise and report progress
in order that he might have time to
look into the point raised by the hon-
orable member.

Section. §, to which Mr. Henderson
referred,  follows: ;

‘“Where such application is made on
behalf of § company whose term: of
existence: has' expired, then upon the
issuapce of such certificate the incor-
pora.tzon of such company shall be and
it is hereby revived for an unlimijted
period of existence, and such company
shall be deemed to have been in ex-
listence for all intents and purposes as
ffrom the date ©f: its original incor-

Lproperty held s D, the.
termination of Wit lalene
existence shall be deemed to have been
,and shall be vested in such company,
:Ssubject to any dispositions thereof
which: the: company  may have pur-
ported to.make; and-all acts, deeds,
transactions and proceedings purport-
ing to have been made by or on behalf
of otto ‘or with the company shall be
deemed valid and effectual, according
to the nature and tenor thereof.”

A bill entitled “An Act to Amend the
Investment Loan and Socleties Act”
was carrfied on its ‘second reading
without ‘discussion.

Taxes on Railways

A short explanatory address was
delivered by the :minister of' finance
upon - the introduction of the second
reading of the bill, “An Act to Assess,
Levy and Collect Taxes on the Prop-
erty - of Railway Companies.” He
‘pointed out that the principal objeéct
of the measure was to empower the
municipalities to tax railway property
within the bounds of their respective
districts. By the law which was
brought into force in 1896 the right to
levy. assess upon railway holdings
wasg' faken ~away “from* those districts
becoming organized subsequent to its
passage. It now was proposed to re-
turn that privilege in deference to
strong pétitions received from different
sources. Apart from the point with
which he had dealt, the new bill did
not differ to ahy material extent from
the old act. He mentioned that some
of the municipalities which would be
directly affected were Rossland and
Revelstoke.  Others would be able to
benefit from the terms of the measure
in the future, as soon as the period of
exemption from taxation upon certain
railway properties expired.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite interjected a
question as to whether the municipali-
ties would be able to tax all property
within municipal boundaries.

The flnance minister replied in the
affirmative, qualifying his statement
by pointing out that their power to
assess and tax would be interfered
with only in cases of “exemption,” to
which he had referred.

Passes for Officials

= "My Hawthornthwaite "théen brought
up the question of * procuring passes
for government officials and members
of the legislature upon railways oper-
ating in British Columbia. He argued
that the introduction of such legisla-
tion would place the provincial legis-
lative assembly in the same position

as the federal

Speaking upon this subject, the
premier contended that the province
had no jurisdiction over those railway
corporations holding Dominion govern-
ment charters. He admitted that the
federal authorities had passed legisla-
tion four years or so ago providing
that passes should be issued to gov-
ernment officials, members of the sen-
ate and the house of commons. In
that measure it had been left optional
as to whether the same should apply
to the provinces. If action on the part
of the province were considered neces-
sary, the legislation to which he re-
ferred would provide an admirable
precedent. But he pointed out that
the railway companies operating under
local charters were few and that their
lines did not cover any extensive mile-

age.

In Committee

The motion that the second reading
pass having carried without dissension,
the house went into committee of the
whole on the bill. While in this stage
Mr. Hawthornthwaite introduced an
amendment providing that passes
should be issued, as already specified,
in refurn for which the mileage tax
upon railways was to be substantially
reduced. He pointed out that the
premier had stated that the legislation
enacted by the Dominion house in this
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he said, that passes were isued
railway companies every year, a;g
affirmed that their action in so g
could only be accepted as a f
bribery. He claimed that by re
their taxation, and by making
that these passes should be issy
matter would be placed upon a ;
basis. He contended that the pr
had full power to take the
which he advised.

Replying, the finance minis
nounced that he would be un
accept the amendment. He e
that it provided for the redu
taxation ito the extent of approxima
one-tenth of the taxation upon ;
ways in the province. He aid not
think, under the circumstances, tp,
the member for Nanaimo could hay,
made such ‘a proposition seriously whey
it was remembered that all that
would be received in return were raj.
way passes for .a certain number of
people.

The amendment upon being put was
defeated by an overwhelming majorit:
only five favoring it, namely, the three
Socialists and Messrs. Naden ang
Jardine.

The bill' thereupon was reporteq
complete without amendment, the re-
port to be considered next Monday.

Regulation of Hours

“An Act Regulating the Hours of.
Labor in Certain Industries,” the bil
introduced by Mr. Hawthornthwaits
and which provides fer an eight-hour
day To¥ those  employed in smelters,
was put through committee with only
one small amendment. This provided
for the introduction of the word “slag”’
in one of the sections so as to insure
that those: engaged in handling that
material in connection with the indus-
tries. mentioned would come under the
provisions of the -bill. The report then

L was reported ceomplete with am

b8" and §plagediion the order paper
for‘consiﬁeraﬂonﬁn Monday. ’

Workmen’s Compensation

Upon the bill entitled “An Act to
Amend the Workmen’s Compensation
Act” ‘being introduced for its second
reading, Mr. Macdonald stated thatits
intention was one of considerable\im-
portance. * This fact,” he said, would
be better realized by those in close
touch with the mining industry. Un-
der the present act the arbitrators
were not empowered to grant those
who had met ‘with serious injury a
lump sum in compensation under the
provisions of the act. The men con-
cerned were granted a weekly allow-
ance in which case $1,500 which might
have been awarded was dragged over
several years. He pointed out that in
many instances, particularly in thatin
which the injured party lost his eye-
sight, it might be necessary that he
should leave the country or, on the
other hand, he might desire to set in
business in a small way in order
to obtain a livelihood. The bill simply
proposed to give the arbitrator power
to award a lump sum in compensation,
thus obviating the hardship existing.

Mr. McPhillips was in favor of the
measure, providing the introducer
would agree to certain amendments
when it came to be considered in com-
mittee.

The premier then moved the ad-
journment of the debate.

Augmenting Committees

Premier McBride then announced
that. in the formation of the different
committees the fact that the repre-
sentations of the two parties in
house upon them was in proportion
the majority of the one over the other
had ‘ been overlooked. Therefore
proposed submitting motions provic
for certain additions to the mining
the railway committees. These foll
Mining, Messrs. Thomson, McGu
Behnsen; railway, Messrs. Tay
Grant and Parsons. The motions car-
ried.

Question and Answer

Mr. ‘J.“A. Macdonald asked the hon.
the premier the following question:

Iit the intention of the governum!
to "introduce legislation at the pres
session of the house providing !
granting to the city of Rossland
portion of the mineral tax collecter '
which may hereafter be collected
the mines within the corporate :
of the city.of Rossland? )

The Hon. Mr. McBride replie
follows:

“This government does not
that the city of Rossland is
entitled to any proportion of t
eral tax collected from the
within -its corporate limits;
question of paying a sum bV
a grant to the municipality, as a
ter of equity, on account
peculiar physical conditions
municipality in its relation to the
uation of the mines in that district
under consideration.”

The report on bill (No. 4) cnt
“An Act to Amend the ‘Asses
Act, 1903’” wags further cons
and the debate resumed on the nict
moved by Mr. Brewster, to ame S
section (6c) of section 4, by adc
following words thereto:

“Provided, that whenever
cannery has not a complete e
machinery, such as is commonly us
in a well equipped cannery, th?‘i
sonal property of such salmon cant
shall be assessed at its actual vait
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