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| can be done u~m > . : ‘Pd{. ,«.:' /Thi (
The construction’ a1 appealfto addpess
bridges should be conditions¥of~

WHAT OF THE PEOPLE ?

We have heard a good deal during the
last day or two of certain actual and
We have

would-be political -leaders.

ral;uble'tp -pmm

as the business-and colonization of the
country requires, and if necessary money
should be borrowed for thie purpose.

Owing to the rapid changes in the dis-
tribution of population, frequent redistrie.
butions in the Tepresentation of in the
general assembly are necessary. In set-

€

ceptional, ~ His personal = claims
nothing compared with the interests of
the whole people, the welfare of all the
chief business interests of the province.
If- he seeks for precedents where pre-
miers have abandoned the attempt to
form a government in order to allay

the_ railway would amount to.
ritish Columbia are ex- | all know these subsidies are not paid out
aré|of . eurrent . revenue, .the ~money, for
them being borrowed.  The Joans run for,
say, 50 years, and interest and sinking

have suggested would call for or entail
& charge ‘upon the federal revenue of

But as

fund call for about 4 per cent. a year at
the very outside. Such a subsidy as we

‘are. informed “on’ tariff laws are to be extended to Puerto
autliority that this is calculated to creata| Rico the excise laws must also, but to
an erfqneopis  fmpression and that theg do this would prevent the manufacture
facts are a8 follows: Mr, Brown and Mr.{ of the cheap cigars, which all the people
Martin were . summoned simultaneously | use, and also the distillation of cheap
to Government House, the Lieutenant-| rum, which sells at 40 cents a gallon.
Governor’s ' intention  being to ask Mr.| The idea of permitting the Puerto
Brown to accept the premiership. Nol| Ricans to frame their own tariff does
stipulation was made that Mr. Martin | not seem to be contemplated by any
should be attorney-general.  ‘The Lieu-}one. The “ freedom’” accorded to the
tenant-Governor’s reason in sending for|Deople of this island appears to consist

ed with g mond to Port Angeles. We do
not kno t there is in this, but there
was certaiply nothing in it when Mr,
Cushifig of the Port Apgeles Eastern R.
R, was here a'few weeks ago. It would
be a great thing for the Island if Mr.
Hill syould take the project up, but it is
not well to jumnp at the conclusion that
he is going to on the strength of a New
York telegram, for Mr. Hill’s plans are

Bubonic Plagu
Near At
Fllihy Japanese Have lat

the Curse of Asia
America.

a favorite subject for Associated Press

. been told that one gentleman was en-|ijing ypon a basis of representation, popu- guesses.

titled to  support, that snother had}istion, area and the claims of the several
claims which ought not to be ignored, [uginess interests of. the province ought t
that there ought to be a campaigh|i, pe taken into account. . ‘| ernment  with - which to appeal -to the
against certain individuals, that thel yye pelieve that the laws relating to people is the lightest: of the burdens
time is ripe for starting out on a federal| mining corporations, the control of crown | resting  upon Mr. Martin. He can
linés campdign, and there are sev-|jandd and some other matters vest too probably do this, if given ufficient time.
eral places vet to- hear from. There{mych power in the hands of the govern-| Upon his action wili depesd not simply
haye been meetings - here, there and| ment of the day, and that they should be| the political future of :the province for
everywhere of gentlemen with personal | g5 amended that neither the investment| the next few years, but its business
or party aspirations in view. But asjor capital nor the efforts of home-seekers| future for a long time to come; for
yet no one seems 1o think ‘it worth | ghall be, subject to ‘the “interference of unless settled ‘conditions - are speedily
while to take the people into account. | thoge who are for the time being members | restored a very long time will be neces-
Now we have a statement to make, | o¢ the executive council, but that there| sary to re-establish the qpnﬁdence
which we believe is capable of proof,| ghould be definite laws, which all persons| which was so general a year and a half
namely that there is mot a man before| can read and interpret for themselves| ago.  If he succeeds at the polls the
the .people of British Columbia to-day, | without having to take account of poli-| prevailing anxiety will be increased. It
in the capacity of a leader or would-be | tica] influence with the government. he is defeated, the unrest will be icon-| know, because we have definite informa-
leader of a political party, who has any | Such are some of the matters to which | tinued until a new premier has been | tion that capitalists stand ready to com-
personal ‘claim upon the electors. whatr| we think the attention of the people of | installed in office and had time to for- -struct the road in such an event. No L of
ever, and that the time has come when | British Columbia can be directed with | mulate ‘& policy. Meanwhile rather | one need feel any hesitancy on this score. el SR TR questions must nl.ways keep in mind ﬂ.le
% measures, not men,” must be  the|petter results than to  the aims of|less than four monchs have to elapse| What we have to do-dn this city and A TRIUMVIRATE. presidential elections, and there are in
watchword of the voters. T ould/be oaders or the schemes ‘of party| before it will: be necessary to have sup-| elsewhere is to see that we demonstrate % R AR public life in the United States an un-
On Thursday last the Colonist indi-| organizations. We have endeavored to ply voted, so that there is little enough | to the government at Ottawa that we M:grtm——welly that’s = natural enough | jimited ~npumber of doctrinaires—men
_cated the general lines upon which it | pregent our ‘views upon them in a gen-| time to" accomplish anything towards|are very much in earnest in this matter, Kelhe—we'll, anytl_nng that Mr, §e1he who are strong in theories but weak in
_believed the affairs of the province|em way, and admit . that wide latitude | solving the political problem which con-| and the best way to do this is to send in| may do will surprise nobody; but Kidd—| facts. Thus we are told over and over
should be carried on. = The strongest| mygt be allowed for differences of opin-| fronts us.. We believe that Mr. Martin | the most numerously signed:petition pos- the mild THERBN S lelld'l_lke and{ 5oain that governments derive their
approbation of the vieis then expressed | jon gs to details. But upon the general| can cut the Gordian. knot by an act of | sibla. - blanq Mr, Kidd, the Caesar’s 7v1te of Ehe authority from the consent 0.: the
has come from.-private individuals, some | principles and upon such few details as| political self-denial, and we are not} - Semll}x party, the supposed incarnation| yoverned, which principle if carried out
of whom representing large business in-| pave been above mentioned, we feel that | hopeless that he will feel impelled to do of ‘g“ﬂeless?‘ess""t“ quote the Iang'l,mge of| regardless of facts would compel the
terests, but no politician or no agsre-| the great majority of the people of Brit-| so by a regard for the interests of the ‘the street, “Don’t that beat you? United ' States to withdraw from  the
gation of  politicians has thought | jsh- Columbia will heartily unite. provinee, which are undoubtedly of The political !{Iomllty of fhe agree-| philippines.  Again, we are told that
it necessary to say a word pub- B greater moment to him than the pre- me;t};etvgeent .t'I’ns wouf:d-be tnum;iratﬁ, every person living underﬂ the flag oi
i liti L 2 miership. an r. Martin’s justification for break-| the United States is entitled to equa
lrls::y o;O ;eaf:ona‘;;)tiet:s o:u st’:ike th: AN EABLY ESSOLUTION‘ ‘p —_—— ing it are matters with which' we shall| yjohts, by which rule every Malayan in
higher note than that of office-seek-1  We print a letter from Mr. D. W. RAIL TO THE NORTH, not trouble.ourselves this morm.ng..What the archipelago is 'entitled- torth'w‘ith to
ing. The country has waited for . the | Higgins, in which he urges an early dis- i ? seems .specmlly worthy of mention is that| pecome a citizen, indeed is a citizen of
word, but it has not been spoken.| solution and election as being of prime the existence of such an agreement, fur-| the United States, whether he wants to ]
Those to whom it has been accustomed | jmportance. ~We have not had time to nishes the mo.st convineing demons?rat.mn be or not, and has the right to send
to look for leadership have shown no examine into the legal questions in- that the Semlin government was d"smlss- representatives =~ to ~congress and h.elp
disposition to lead. = There are plenty{ volved, but 'it is tindoubtedly  very ed none too soons It shows the impro-} make the laws. and to come over him-
of men quite ready to take office; but|much in the interests of the province priety of any premier undertaking to| celf and compete with his white fellow-
there never was a dearth of such in this| that the elections shall be held at the carry on without an actual majority in| citizen in the labor market. = To prac-
earliest possible day. Sir Wiltrid Laurier

or any other part of the world. the house. > : : tical men this seems clearly out of the
What British Columbia needs to-day| 'stated the case very correctly when he There sat grave Mr. Semlin looking,| question; but it is not so very easy to say

public distrust, he will not have to look
far for them.
The responsibility of forming & gOV-

not more_than $30,000 a year, or one-
twentieth -part of what the number of
signers above -suggested pay. But this
is not all.  The construction of this rail-
way would in ten years add thousands
of people to the population of Vancouver
island,  'We ‘venture to say that in ten
years after the railway is completed: the
people within the area directly benefited
by it will pay into the revenue of the
Dominion so large an amount, by reason
of the incréase in population, that one-for-
tieth part of ' their contributions will
meet the charge upon the revenue which
such a subsidy would ereate.

* That this railway will be forthwith
constructed if the subsidy is-granted, we

Mr. Martin was because he understood | of relief from Spanish rule and the sub-
that it was through hig instrumentality | stitution of the American trusts. Of
that the defeat of the Semlin ministry | course the tangle will bes straightened
had been btoug)it about. During the| out, and in the end to the best interests
course of the interview Mr. Brown pro-| of all concerned, but it is a bad one just
duced a telegram from some friends in| the same.

Neéw Westminster in which he was told| But if Puerto Rico is a source of
that if he became premier and Mr. W.| trouble, what about the Philippines,
W. B. MecInnes was made attorney-gen-| with their 10,000,000 Malayans? If
eral he could count upon the eupport of| Great Britain had’the handling of this
that district. On this being shown to the | matter, the government would be given
Lieutenant-Governor, the latter distinct-| an absolutely free hand, and a benevo-
1y refused to assent to any such arrange-| lent despotism would be set up, which
ment.  We are not informed as to the| would gradually be transformed into
reason why Mr. Brown and the Lieuten- | representative institutions, as the people
ant-Governor failed to come to an agree-| became accustomed - to their changed
ment, and make no comment upon it, the| conditions. Unfortunately for ounr
only object of this reference being to| neighbors everything in that country
state the facts ge are now informed on| becomes a matter of party politics, and
authority that they existed at the time. | those having the settlement of great

AR S R
Sir Alfred Milner's proclamation of
martial law applies to that portion of
Cape ' Colony which lies along the
Orange river and in the neighborhood
of Kimberley. ' Its object is doubtless
to give the military authorities a free
hand in restoring order in the districts
mentioned in the despatch, and it is not
to be understood as indicating any
change for the worse in the situation,
but rather otherwise. These are ‘the
districts which were embraced in the
Boer annexation proclamation.

B

Steamer Yosemite Run
—Preparations for
Northern Trade.

The people of the Pacifi
America are face to face w
danger in desease, and the heal
jties of the continent with a 1
sity for increased vigilance. O
Diamond Head quarantine sta
ten miles from Port Townsend
comuletely isolated from that
Jess than seventy miles fro
genuine bubonic plague has m4g
pearance under circumstancy
point to the imperative urgency
ing every avenue of communic¢
the Oriental hotbed of epiden
It is by the Nippon Yusen Kais
ship Nanyo Maru that the “¢
Hast” has gained its first fo
American soil, she having
Port Tomnsend from Honolul
ary 80 last, to take flour cargo
Her last previous charter had
plantation emigrants from Japs
livery at Honolulu, these coolj
very lowest and filthiest type
the voyage over been packed ij
of the ship, where through she
and contempt for the laws of
health they literally wallowe(
which eventually found its wa
walls and botrom of the ship
verted her into a breeding place
Jence. . When she arrived at
Head she wuas described as ti
vessel that had ever come to
and while she was detained s
two cases of sickness she repor
rival might be investigated, th{
conditions aboard became worsg
ly that it was soon apparent §
have to be virtually rebuilt in (
she might be purified. Shortly
Nauyo went into quarantine tj
one death among her people, b
thessymptoms chiefly of beribeq

So far as we have been able to gather
from the talk upon the streets, the efforts
of certain Vancouver Liberals to accept
Mr. Joseph Martin and make a party
fight in the local elections under his
leadership meets with very scant encour-
agement from the Victoria Liberals, some
of whom say that a provincial conven-
tion of the party will reject the idea in
the most emphatic way. In Conserva-
tive circles in this city, where federal
lines in the local arena never had many
friends, there is a good deal of quiet
amusement over the Tupper-Wilson dis-
agreement. The opinion seems to be that
if anything were needed to show the com-
plete hollowness of the party lines move-
ment this has done it. *
ERAREATIRES T R TR

P
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A QUESTION ANSWERED.

A correspondent sends the Colonist the
following communication:

Is there any warrant or precedent
for the. Hon. Mr. Joseph Martin re-
taining the premiership in the face of
an almost unanimous vote of want of
confidence in him passed by the
unanimous consent of the house be-
fore it was prorogued? And failing

As yet no special reason has been dis-
closed why parliament should have been
called together at all this year. There is
even a dearth 'of party oratory and of
this the supply exceeds the demand as a
rule. Mr. Fielding has brought down
the estimates. 'We have not had the op-
portunity to examine them in detail, but
the  brief synopsis telegraphed as to the
amounts to be voted for British Colum-
bia indicates that our interest in them

The active canvass for signatures to
petitions ‘addressed to the Dominion g0v-{ such resignation, is it not the impera-
ernment and asking for a subsidy in aid tive éiuty of His Hgno:ﬁ theHLieutﬁn-

i ilw: ant-Governor 'to dismiss Hon, Mr.
S0 g0t mx!wny tohthel:l ort.hernce;ni Martin at once, pursuant to the *no
of Vancouver island has begun. confidence” vote of his duly consti-
vassers will eall upon citizens during the|  tuted parliament? ’
week, and petitions have been left in a

i Replying to this we have to say that
number of: places for signatures. The

above and beyond anything else is a the Lieutenant-Governor might have dis-

strong and progressive policy.
Martin gave out. a political
ndneiamento a few days ago,

if it has met with endorsement from
any quarter, the fact has escaped our

pro-

said that the issue is now in the hands
of the people. The sooner the people
dispose of it the better. If Mr, Higgins
is correct in his views as to the time
necessary to get a new house elected
and called together for the transaction

following is the petition, which is repro-
duced here so that those who are asked to
sign it may be familiar with its contents
and not be under the necessity of read-
ing it: i

To His Excellency the G}overnor-General

missed Mr. Martin after the vote of the
house, but it is probable that Mr. Martin
stipulated that there should be a dissolu-
tion of the House as a condition precedent
to his acceptance of office. One weak-
ness of Mr. Semlin’s postion was that

like what was once said of Lord Eldon,
“Wiser than any man has any business
to be”: there sat sleek Mr. Cotton, with
a reputation for cuteness extending over
two legislatures—and the whole country
was wondering all the while what they

what to do to meet the case presented.
"Phe necessities of the United States
have not yet led to the evolution of a
scheme of government applicable to
the Philippines. There is not much
dse in an outsider proffering any ad-

will be of a purely negative character.’
Mr. Tarte was asked the other day why
nothing had been done for the improve-
ment of Victoria harbor, and his flippant
answer was that the money could be
The

liarly Japanese affliction com
typical characteristics of drops,
paralysis. The quarantine of]
howevér, unwilling to rest upon
nosis according to the Unite
Heéalth report issued from Wi
D.C., under date of Kebruar
held the vessel and passengers

used elsewhere to better advantage.
rules of parliamentary discussion pro-
hibited Co. Prior from telling the minis-
ter that such an apswer was a gross
piece of impertinence, but that is the
only way in which it can be properly
characterized. There seems to be prac-
tically no limit to the amounts available
for the improvement of harbors in the
Bast; but Victorians, though they pay
nearly four times as much per head into
the revenue as the residents of Eastern
cities, must be content to see their har-
bor gradually fill up, for the lack of a
fow thousands of dollars expended on it.

notice, The policy needed s one that
will appeal to all the great interests, to
those engaged in mining, those engaged
in merecantile pursuits, those who earn
their living by manual labor, those who
depend upon agriculture, those whose
chief capital is their faith in the country
and themselves and who care little
‘what men_hold office so long as the
affairs of “the country are conducted on
‘lines that will ensure prosperity.

of hetineas, we Jo Rot Jiow. of a8y ; - in_ Council, he did not ask for a dissolution after his
one thing of more importance just now | The petition of the undersigned resldenta) geteat on the redistribution bill. When
than an early disgrflution. ?t 'yvxll be and voters of the El(;;t(;;ael p?;iti;xg; Peter Mitchell formed hia cabinet in New
simply intolerable if the existing un: Branswick in 1865 he was almo iR
settled conditions are to be continued 3

all summer. ;

were going to do. But behind them, as
sombre as a sphinx and almost as un-|to our neighbors that they may easily
noticed as a store that doesn’t advertise,| be in’ too much of a hurry in this mat-
| sat Mr. Kidd with the fate of the nation} ter.. When they have established their
up his sleeve. We leave the merits of| authority over the archipelago, 80 as to
the business aside in order that this con-| feel confident that the end of armed
tribution to the gayety of ~nations may| resistance is in sight—and this will
stand out in all its exeruciating unique- | apparently not be for a little time yet—
ness, they can advantageously take &
breathing spell, simply providing . for
sufficient revenue to meet the expenses
of government for a year or two, and
allowing the influence of time to get in
its work. %

bacteriological examination of
the tissues of the dead body.
of this examination gave t
bacilli unmistakably, and the
message was sent to all the g
stations of America=by teleg
those ofifthe Pacific coast and
and by letter to those of the
side:

“Cases supposed to be bd
steamer arriving at Port Towx
subsequent investigation provd
% #%. % Proper precautions tak
ginning by Foster, hence no 'daj
to put you on guard for proper
beriberi.”

The Nanyo Maru is still held
quarantine just over the Soun
have thus far (to February
seventeen cases and three deaf
her people. William Head 'stj
shas two cases of beriberi undey
but _the identification of the 4
beriberi is here positive and

LATE NEWS OF THE SH
®

vice, but if there were we should say

Humbly Sheweth : ‘ out support in the legislature, but was
_That Vancouver island, British Col-}given a {dissolution. This case is very
umbia, has an area of -nearly 18,000| much like the present one in this prov-

‘| square miles, and is rich in mineral re-|. soas . e
sources, timi)er and land adapted for ince. Great indignation was exp:

settlement, but its development is retard- because the Lxentenant-Gove}'nor in that

ed by the lack of proper facilities of com- instance disregarded the  wishes of al-

munication. most the swhole popular branch, but he
That it is proposed to construct a rail-| was Sustained by the popular vote.

way from Wellington, the present ter-| :

minus of the Hsquimalt and Nanaimo

mﬂt:t:l{; to Hardy Bay, or some other

pRE— S

THE POLITICAL 'SITUATION.

(From Wednesday’s Daily Colonist.)

' 8o far as the public know the 'po'liti-

cal situation has not materially changed

during the last twenty-four hours. The
to something specific. . ‘Therefore we | statement made in the Senate by Sena-

. gay that in onr view the compgsition of tor Mills, that when a l.iﬁ\}t'epant-g'oyer-“ t‘,"m soint at.6r near the northern ex-
the next legislature ought to be such asj BoT undertook to’ dismiss a ministry. ity of Vangouver fland. = I %
_will ensure legislation  along certain | and appeal to ‘the people he took his'life | That the length of the proposed rail-
" well-defined lines. The blight upon :r his han;i_s,thand Sir wut::?d La:::ideurc’:
business resulting from the ill-advised erence to the same matter, in - - ‘
logislation of 1899 must be removed|a new factor futo the situation, though Nanaimo rallway wonld Brcy e and of| belng the case, the fact i that the trade
first of all.  This should take prece- | what the effect of it will be cannot be | the island to the other, from which by a|is better than ever and our merchants
dence over everything else, for if in- | foreseen. Lientenant-Governor McInnes ;;’te?:‘h:t ‘h"": b‘;mt‘;h lgﬁ'ngverym are receiving just as large a proportion
vestment is to be paralyzed and labor is | certainly never contemplated such a g e Ao cou

readily reached. as they ever did.; The output of Klon-
to remain unemployed, there is no use possibility, and the Celonist did not| .qu.¢ 1ining operations are being carried dike will doubtless be much_ larger this
of - projecting enterprises calculated to | When it urged him to surround himself | ;3 gt many points on the island, but are| year than ever before, and while there
develop the province under normal con-

with new ‘advisers in response to the | much hai-cn‘flimpe% for tr:smt of railwa:g,Ais not Tikely to be 'a great Tush of
‘ i | un ; i 4 t 'the progress Nl min D n, dnless some. new
ditions. The law excluding aliens from ~undoubted and . indisputable attitude of m}‘erwm' =9 bu e 1] Biiners o Dawson,
our placers' must be repealed, and work-| the house and the country towards Mr. | gropter than e mﬁmmpmﬁeshd o5\ discoveries of importance are mad:
men must be given the privilege of con- Semlin and his colleagues. ‘We think |in the Trail mining division of Koote- there, there will be a large influx ' o
tracting ont of ‘the eight-hour law, if|it may be positively asserted that there| nay five years ago, and in the opinion of | people into other parts of the Yukon
they so desire, We have no objection is little dissatisfaction throughout. the, valley, including Atlin.
te a universal eight-hour day being _province over the dismissal of - Mr.

your petitioners, if the proposed railway
were built, the mining industry on the The origin of the stateinent above
established by law, that is, to legislation ‘Semlin after the vote of the house. It referred to is doubtless the great atten-
declaring that eight hours shall consti-| Would, however, be folly -of the most

island and its colonization would be rap-
! tion which the Cape Nome diggings: are
tute a legal  day’s work in all cases egregious nature to deny that the selec-

idly promoted.
That statistics show that the residents
now receiving. ‘This district is tempor-
where ‘the contrary is not agreed upon tho ot M, Joseph. 1 ai’ti:'l e premiex: arily eclipsing the Yukon in the sensa-
between the parties, but we contend has created a genuine feeling of alarm.

of British' Columbia pay an average of
tional mnewspapers, and will doubtless
that no legislature should be guilty of | It is auite immaterial whether or not

e (e

A MODEST BURDEN.
' But generalities are’ mot what is (From Thursday'’s D.ally Colonist.)

needed mnow. ' The'people have a right A . few peoplé yesterday declined to
sign the railway petition because they
feaved ' the  taxation which it would en-
tail, ~Let us suppose that the subsidy to
the _propose‘d railway will be $1,000,000.
For interest and sinking fund this will
entail a charge of $40,000 a year.. This
distributed among the people of Canada
would call for the payment of 8 mills per
capita every  year, or 40 cents in fifty
years, when the loan would be taken up.

T e
THE, NORTHERN TRADE.

— e SRR

v IR g Y g o ;
\ We think the patriotic committee might} . WOULD MAKE CCBA“NSNPAY.
very well take some ‘method of: acknowl-} o e

< ¢ . ourth of Revenue to Go Towards
edging the thoughtful and kind resolu- Paying Huge Cost of Expelling
tion of sympathy passed by the Ameri- Swn.md-&

can-British League of Seattle, y AR
' v Washington, March 6.—Representative

Levy, of New York, to-day_i;:troduced_ a
resolution in the house reciting that in-
asmpch as the goyernment of the United
States in prosecuting the war with Spain
to secure the freedom of the island of
Cuba expended more than three h}lndred
millions of dellars, and that it is now
maintaining an armed force for the bene-
fit of the Cubans,. that the Secretary of
YWar be directed to instruct the collector
of customs for Cuba to deduct 25 per
cent. of the money received of the island
of Cuba until the amount expended on
behalf of Cuba is paid.

R T e
Women with pale, eoloriess faces, who
feel weak and discouraged, Wwill receive
both mental and bodily vigor by using Cax-
ter's Iron Pills, which are made for the
blood, nerves and cemplexion. i

The statiatient has beep made that the
oald ‘e im0 s northern itrade is- falling off ‘and that
WAy W approximately two hun-| & jctoria especigily is feeling the effect
dred miles, and with the Msquimalt &nd} ¢ ne d;iz::se. So far from this

The Times takes no stock.in the re-
vival of the party lines movement by
some of its political friends in Vancouver.
The people of British Columbia would ‘We observe also that Mr. Martin denies
probably pay more than the others in pro-| that he is i sympathy with any such
portion, for they do so in everything elsej step.
in the way of federal taxes, They would
probably pay twa and a half cents a year
or a dollar and a quarter in 50 years.
This is the maximum per capita tax
which a subseidy of a million dollars for
a railway to the northern end of Van-
couver Island would entail upon the peo- | remind him that a majority of ‘the house
ple of this province. We do not wish to|so resolved on Tuesday- Iast. :
make any extravagant - claim, but we I i
venture to thinlli that the benefit of such
a railway ‘wonld be worth. at least 5
cents to each individual, or more than
double his taxes.

This way of stating the case, though

Unfavorable Hunting Weathg
_ues But Catches Are F
Satisfactory.

Captain Daley of the sealing
Hatzie has written home from
Cal,, under date of February
the news that the Hatzic hadl
skins. She had recently spoke
orite with 143, and had heard
from the Umbrina that that Y
300 odd. The weather had bee
for sealing, and the catches
ered good under these cin
Just as the Queen City, wh
from the West Coast yesterda
was leaving Clayoquot, t
schooner Carlotta G. Cox ey
port, with 820 skins below ha
‘too reported rough weather.
and the Enterprise have arriv
terey, Cal., with 450 and 2
spectively.

B

A correspondent objects to anyone say-
ing that the government has “control of
the legislature.” We admit that the ex-
pression is not a Rappy ome, but do not
think anyone is misled by it. But we

Our evening contemporary very justly
rebukes the Nanaimo Herald for insinu-
ating that it has been paid to desert Mr.
Semlin and his political associates. As
we understand the position of our con-
it sounds grotesgue, is mot only accurate, temporary it is that it no longer regards
But it shows What an error it is to cry| the Semlin party as a political entity and
out ugainst assistance to railways be-|{'® watching events.
cause of the taxation entailed by it. We b
do not feel the burden of taxation as- It is reported that Mr. Semlin contem-
sumed for important public works which plates yetiring from polities. Such a con-
lead to the settlement of the country and olusion wonld be a wise one and would
the development of its resources. In thef M€t with general approbation. ~ Mr.
above calenlation 1o account is taken off Semlin’s political usefulness is a thing of
the increase of population, which Wﬂ\‘ﬂ{e. past, and he shows wisdom in recog-
reduce the per capita contribution. | nizing it.
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NELSON’S THOUGHTFUL ACT.

Congratulated Lady Baller and a Grace-

ful Reply Received.
Nelson, March G.—After the relief of THE NORTHERN TR
Ladysmith Nelson citizens cabled Lady
Buller congratulating her on the success
of her gallant husband. ¥%terday the
following cable was received: “‘South
Farnhorough—Citizens of Nelson: Most
gratefnl for kind congratulations.. (Sign-
ed) Audrey Bauller.”

Through Rates to Dawson Wi
More Favorable to Shippe
Heretofore.

_In anticipation of an early
ukon navigation, the gre
waterway being expected clea
ers prior to the 24th of Maj
companies operating in that d
already making preparation
season, if not a rush such g
years ago.  During several
Mr. 8. M. Irwin, general traf]
of ‘the White Pass & Yukon
been in Victoria, in consultati
Canadian Pacific and Canadi
~ment Companies on the
through rates for both freigh
sengers. A basis of agreemd
ready been arrived at, and it
that threugh traffic rates
hounced shortly that will be
favorable to shippers than th
ing heretofore. General Mag
kins of the railway company
; here from Seattle to-day, wh
t 2 rangements will be made. T
) o Dﬁ_ve}ox)ment Company are
Teady with their fleet, the firs
of officers and men for the (
the Yukon steamers going uj
by one of the C. P. N. vesse
Co. having determined to p
home company exclusively
for Canadian business: It
that the abolition of the ¥V
tramway through the extens
railway to that point will not
the rates materially, but pla
and from Dawson on a mu
fortable basis than prevailed
sohs. The Tees, of the C.
got. away last night ou her
age to Skagway, intending
Vaneouver #nd eail thence al
aftemnoon. ‘She is taking fy
a Tair list of both passengers|
Mr, Turner Townsend’s big
of "Province cigars and-a fe
<constructed ' dog sleighs @
north being inclnded in the ¢

e s

The Times is disposed to make merry} |
over the imcident of the mace, and we|
concede- that the theme may be madel
very fruitful of merriment. Neyertheless, |
the thing for which the mace stands,}
namely, the independence of parliament; |
is gerious enough. ' It may be interesting:
to mention that the ~Governor-General
never enters the Homse of Commons' at
Ottawd; neither does. Her Majesty ever
enter the House of Commons in London.
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UNCLE SAM’S TROUBLES.

el v -

Our neighbors: to the south have an
assorted lot of troubles of their own on
hend, compared to which our South
African problem is simplicity itself.
When we have defeated the Boers
there will be no South African problem,
ahd we are going to defeat them, But
when our neighbors have defeated the
Filipinos their troubles will only . have
begun. Puerto Rico is, going to give
them a foretaste of what is in store for
them. This island now belongs to the
Uuited Sts.ites, and as it is a very fer-
tile piece of territory its trade is likely
to be valuable. The great majority of
the people of the United States would
apparently like to see free trade estab-
lished with the island, or in other words
to bring it within the operation of the
United States tariff, which would shut
cut all other countries from the share
of the business, which they have hith-
erto had. ° To this the sugar trust and
the tobacco trust object, and on top of
their objection comes a . protest from
mest of the European powers, exclusive
of Great Britain. 'These powers say
that if they are to stand by the * open
door” agreement as to China, the
United States musf not close any doors
in the face ‘of trade with her newly

We venture to say that if the membexs
of the legislature had shouted “Privilege”
‘when the Lieutenant-Governor entered
the house while it was in session, he
would have been the first person to reeog-
nize that a mistake had been made and
wonld have withdrawn. His Honor may
be “g man of great determination,” but
he has too much regard for his pesition
as a part of the machinery of the provin-
cial govermment to' desire to violate the
privileges of parliament. )
MR. BROWN’S TERMS. Some people have conneeted’ the Times’
story sbout Mr. James J. Hill and a rail-
way to Quatsino Souné with the state-
ment in the Colonist that a wealthy and
enterprising United States. eapitalist was
interesting himself in the project. No
sueh connection exists.. The person to the" o e . and
whom the Colonist. referred, and to whom “'of /Bennett, who have b

able to make connections over the Es-
- will be a great tide of travel to. them
ought to enter upon a line of policy What the Colonist in common with
: thus become a very important factor in
¥ last fall by the few people who went in
: A : . . | the Pacific Coast through Northern Brit-
Island. 'We are. quite open to convie- and uncertainty to which his premier o
: _ If it had been thought advisable, much| g5 stampede, only it will be handled
include the mutual co-operation of the for surprise at its existence, when It is
1 ward with the petitions a memorial set-| 1¢ this proves equal to the promise of
S It may be said that the.voters will
be handled with firmness and disposed
: likely to be taken in the proposed under-| now to retard it excent the alien exclu-
2 reason why we should deny that Mr.
not in a local or fragmentary way.
&cale, and' while this will be of more im-
. umbia best by recommending the Lieu-
hitherto been employed chiefly as the
will sacrifice .any personal feeling which | Columbia to the' federal revenue amounts| Our Vancouver correspondent represent- action & . 2
: full details in regard to the Island were ; a . Soid “theéir honeymoon = “outside
all the other provinces have been able to o

nearly $20 per capita into the revenue of
: attract the greater part of those who
the styranny of saying that any man Mr. Martin is as dangerous a man politi-
quimalt and Nanaimo railway, and by
way of railway ferries or fast passenger
down the Yukon river, which will be
e gassig 2 i is t i d later than any
which will insure its: development’’ by | Frhat we are satisfied  is , the grea open  both. earlier an
R : majority of the business interests of the the traffic to and from-the northern gold
railways. Two lines seem to us to be - fields, and would also afford a connec-
: ks S i eud ik ish Columbia. and returped are corro'borated by the
tion that other lines call for immediate | * “1!1) ast'a et fyr g:m e o time 16| Your petitioners theretore pray that a| news received when spring opens, there
consideration, but speak of these be- WIE connme.
; more in !avor'o: such a railway ‘might| with the greatest ease by the ‘White
two governments in works of develop- recalled -that he was unable to.com- have been statéd, but it was deemed best| Pass & Yukon railway and -the steam-
ment, the definition of the respective mand the support of even one member
ti‘ng forth in ‘greater detail the merits of| surtace indications, we shall see imme-
i settle all matters when' the  election | the proposed line, diately the establishment there of great
of in such a manner as to remove them | somes and that Mr. Martin will «cer- .
once and for all out of politics. The ! 3
r taking. We believe the people of Van-{sion law, and the effect of this will not
Martin is actuated by ‘a desire to ad-|couver will take the matter up with:equal}he sufficient to prevent rapid progress
It is very evident that much will de-|yance the interests ‘of the province ‘ ) 0y : ”
pend uponthe line of action taken by 2
portance to Victoria than to amy other huiiop
tenant-Governor to call some one else to | part of the province, Vancouver will de- (From Thursday's Daily Colonist.)
tool of demagoguery. the premiership. If be will realize the
The agricultural interests of the prov-
he may naturally have and take thelto nearly $20 per head, If 10,000 ed Mr. Brown  as saying that the Lieu- . , . "Smy
course just suggested, he will gain im-|’peop sign fhis petition they will “re-| tenant-Governor asked him if he were| acquired  possessions, a proposition | sent yesterday, it is'mot Mr, “Hill, nor is B8 Wlip Wil opers oI
discover practical ways in which agri- \ JOL
culture and kindred industries could be

Canada. Hence the colonization of the
mine in other people’s pockets. But
shall be compelled to remain idle  for cally as he is represented to be. The
beats, with the Canadian Pacific and the
: : other route.
entitled to the first place in the consid- province are most concerned abont 18 tion between Victoria and Vancouver
: ; ; subsidy may be granted to aid in the ['will be a Tush of people to that part of
b e Mnos ThORt: aboite tthem he remains in office. For this feeling
not to make the petition tbo long, 80 88| ers on the lakes and river, - ° :
powers of the two legislative bodies in of the. legislature, .and that he cons
The circulation of these petitions will| yining plants, which will lead to the
5 tainly be defeated. - uranting this, we
proper way in which to treat  the
: avidity with” those of this eity, because} -We look for a better year than ever
P , Indeed it is because we believe that he
the Dominion parliament -in respect to
rive great benefit from it. We learn that the statement in yester-
true state of public feeling, the actual
ince call for intelligent consideration in
’ o A v . 3 er between Da
mensely more, in the ‘ésteem ‘of hisifel- paitn uﬁoﬂ o at least mm caled on’to form & eabinet would he ac- which seems not lacking in ressopable- | he in any way connected with Mr. Hill. . bety weon and E
plﬁl §n ‘will - contribute .ang| ¢ept
rendercd more prosperous, and it is only

island would be of great benefit to the
Dolnlnxon from a financial point of view.
That the proposed railway would be
3 even this will contribute to the northern
sixteen hours out of evefy twenty-four. great gajority of the peopl.e are afraid trade, for if the Nome diggings prove
We contend now, as we have al}of him, and there is no time now to 1 : as rich as it is claimed they are, there
along 'contended., ,that the - i disabuse their .minds on this score. bt g g S f i3y
X province of fast steamers with points in Northern
British Columbia and Alaska, and would
: i We do not desire to print anything of
eration of the legislature, namely a line f“’t'the actual l‘mrm. which Mr. Martin | island  generally, and also the city of| 2 boom character, but if the reports
from ‘the Coast to Kootenay and one|'® likely to do, if he gets control in the :V:‘meouver‘ (by means of railway ferry)| from the Big Salmon river, brought out
to the morthern end of Vancouver house, but the effect of the restlessness with any line that may be constructed to
coistgu;t!iqu «‘)!t thebpro%osedurailway. the country, which, by the way, is in
i i1t in i Fik i i iti ¢
We hold that the relations between :;f re;:lessnessl gond a \:in cert:utxt'y; th.e:e Mareh, 1900. uty bound ‘will EVEr pray C.anada and' pos§1bly in Bl‘?tl'lh Colum
the Province: and the Dominion ought} . PV b5 00 real SOERARLION, BN SRS bia, that will rival the original Klon-
o btk dp Rnd: nasasted These just the same, and there is little reason
to save the time of those who are asked| WWe await with great interest the re-
s mutter. of. Fdilway clavters: end only secure a partial cabinet with which to sxgn'it. The committee having the | suit of development work in the copper
some other subjects ks to carry on affairs‘in some sort of shape | matter in charge will probabfy send for-| geposits . around White Horse rapids.
: g3 by taking in two utterly untried men.
All questions affecting labor ought to = . 2
not be confined to Victoria and Van-| jyjlding ‘up of several towns.
i it i On ok see no relief in it for the present serious | couver island but will be sent to all places| Atlin will unquestionably take a new
ggstemn::;swﬁi; benet-f;: ";(;me%"t‘t“’: conditions, which are ' daily becoming | in the province where ‘any interest is|gstart this spring. There is nothing
sidered, and | more serious. We do not know any
should be dealt with as a whole and
the construction of this: 'nﬂxay will] in- connection with the trade of the
e o ‘ is that we appeal to him to take a com-|mean. the immediate development of the| Golden North.
b:;i“?lr;:;;mgl:a“"‘t‘- t'{he": :lasd.never prehensive view of the whole situation | resources of 'Vancouver islandon & large
v honest attempt to dispose | and sece if he cannot serve British Col-
of this much vexed issue, which has
Special attention is . directed to the day’s Colonist, telegraphed from Vantou-
: dangers which are ahead unless some- | statement in the petition that the aver-| ver, as to-Mr. J. C. Brown and the Lieu-
order that the very <mportant industry| thing is done to restore confidence, ‘and | age contribution of the people of Briish  tenant-Governor is not quite accurate,
of husbandry in its several ramificdtions (
may be promoted. The governments of
e st v : %, : . Luker, J, Pearson. G. H. K
low: citizens ghan he: can: Jiiipel t6 A0y {and Mi-.‘fioueph;,l\l;ﬁf;ﬁn a8, ‘attorney-gen- ness Tﬁe’nl Ph_ere.are'uome"‘ *reo%g _T!'!‘e"?zgmgg 'reprofluces' a ‘despateh - in % - MRobertson, and . Turner '
persisting in his effort to form an ad-Vnually to the Dominion exechequer $1,- He had answered that he would the" Diiitel ’ States who say’ that” YWk My B is ‘merntiotied: ag associats’ i turn ;to. Dawson; Capls

eral

R :?to’
w©f the steamer Sybil, retw
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