
Washington, April 27.—The war situ
ation is substantially this: The blockad
ing squadron remains passive before Ha- 

with no present purpose of bom
barding or of drawing the tire of the 
shore batteries. The strategic purpose 
of effective blockade of the Cuban capi
tal is being accomplished to the satis
faction of the authorities. There is no 
indication that a part of the fleet will 
-be withdrawn for the purpose of effect
ing additional protection to North At
lantic ports. As to the reports of im
minence of a naval battle off the Philip
pines the naval authorities here seriously 
doubt whether the Spanish fleet will 
make a stand against the American 
ships. The reason for this belief is that 
the Spanish fleet is very inferior in 
tier and quality to the American force 
under Admiral Dewey. The department 
therefore is satisfied that the Spanish 
fleet will not go to battle on the high seas 
with Admiral Dewéy, but will remain in 
port to secure the protection of the bat
teries of Manila, and the department is 
not expecting an engagement for about
^'without giving any explanation for the 
statement the department allows it to be 
-surmised that this estimate is based on 
-its knowledge of Admiral Dewey s 
whereabouts. There is no certainty that 
there will be an engagement at all in the 
immediate future, the main purpose of 
the American expedition being to seize 
and hold some suitable Spanish territory 
in the Philippines as a base of opera
tions in Asiatic waters. It is possible 
that this can be done without attacking 
the other fleet at all, by seizing a suit
able point on sbme adjacent island with
out fortification, the sympathies of whose 
inhabitants are towards the insurgents.

No word had come to the department 
-up to the close of office hours of the ar
rival of the Montserrat at Cieufuegos. 
The officials are inclined to believe that 
if she has gotten in that port she did so 
before the blockade of Cienfuegos had 
begun.
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ENQOUNTERS OFF CUBA. 
Havana, April 27.—Dispatches from 

Matanzas say an American torpedo boat 
destroyer has twice entered the port of 
Matanzas. The second time, it is said, 
six shots were fired at her and were re
turned. .1

The Spanish' gunboat Ligera, it is 
nounced here, encountered the Cayopie- 
dra not far from Matanzas, an American 
torpedo boat destroyer, which opened fire 
on the Spanish warship. The gunboat, it 
is said, answered with eleven shots. It 
it claimed the American destroyer was 
damaged and retreated-

THE MEDITERRANEAN;.

an-

london, April 27.—Special dispatches 
from Gibraltar filed to-day were received 
here this evening. They announce that 
-the Spanish battleship Pelayo, accom
panied by a Spanish torpedo boat, was 
passing* the rock at the time the. mes- 

- sages were filed, bound for Cadiz. In 
the same hour two Spanish torpedo boats 
were at anchor in the bay of Algiers 
adjoining Gibraltar and apparently 
.watching the straits.

Gibraltar,, April 27, (8:15 p.m.)—All 
day lpng a Spanish warship and a tor
pedo boat destroyer have been cruising 
in the Straits of Gibraltar, evidently on 
the lookout for vessels carrying the Am
erican flag. Late this afternoon the tor
pedo boat destroyer anchored off Ceuta, 
Morocco, opposite Gibraltar. The war
ships proceeded westward.

London, April 27.—According to a 
special dispatch received to-day from 
Madrid, the Spanish minister of marine, 
Admiral Bermejo has received a cipher 
message from the Spanish admiral in 
-command at Manila, Admiral Mortojo, 
announcing that after taking measures 
necessary to organize the naval defences 
of Manila and Gavito, he is about to 
sail with a squadron to take up a position 
to await the coming of the United States 
fleet. The Spanish minister of 
the dispatch continues, forthwith 
municated with Premier Sagasta, who 
summoned the minister of war, Gen. 

-Correa. The three ministers held a con
ference. Shortly afterwards another 
dispatch arrived from the captain-gen
eral in the Philippines, detailing the 
military measures taken to support the 
action of the Spanish squadron .to de
fend Manila, ..Gtivatm and other places 
against the- American attempts to land 
to form a combination with the insurg
ents. The news soon .reached the clubs 
and newspapers and created a sensation.

New York, April 27.—A dispatch to the 
Herold from Hongkong says: O. T. Wil
liams, American consul at Manila, who 
arrived here on the steamer- Esmeralda, 
-says he is delighted to escape, and im
mediately joined Commodore Dewey. 
He says the people of Manila are wild
ly excited, fearing that they will be be
tween two fires, the American squadron 
and" the insurgents. Two days before 
he left, the Spanish cruiser Castilla ar
rived. She is a wooden vessel of the old 
type, three masts, bark rigged, one 
smokestack. She had aboard a cargo 
•of miscellaneous war ship supplies, in
cluding torpedoes. This is to be used in 
Manila harbor. Two weeks ago the au
thorities had no submarine cables, but 
•obtained eight miles from the telegraph 
company, and the harbor is now mined. 
Commander CastUta-1 was immediately 
requested by the Governor-General to 
assist in the defence of the harbor. He 
declared with vehemence that he would 
sooner sink at his mooring than surren
der his ship, fie moored his ship at the 
entrance tb the harbor. Taking the guns 
from one side, of the ship, he placed them 
in' the emplacements on Corregidor is
land, an* on the other side of the harbor. 
His officers and crew declared that they 
will die at their guns.

Twenty-five thousand , native nsurg- 
ents are encamped outside Manil ready 
to rush upou the Spaniards as soon as

- . . ? ... .
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com-

the American fleet appears. All the Am
ericans except one are now out of Man
ila, many taking refuge aboard merch
ant ships. All American ships except 
the Great Admiral, also got away. Eu
ropeans who remain at Manila are fear
ful of outrages by the insurgents.

London, April 27.—The Hongkong cor
respondent of the Times says: The Am
erican fleet, headed by the flagship 
Olympia* sailed at 2 o’clock this after
noon (Wednesday), direct for Manila. 
The British cruiser Immortalité will fol
low the American squadron. '

HEADING FOR BOSTON.
Bayonne, France, April 27.—Mail ad

vices from Madrid dated yesterday say 
that a Spanish squadron sailed yester
day and it was rumored that it was go
ing to bombard the northern ports of the 
United States. The port of departure 
was not given.

U. S. SHIP CAPTURED.
Madrid, April 27.—To-night Madrid is 

absolutely unmoved. The capture of the 
American steamer Saranic by a Spanish 
gunboat near Manila caused a moment
ary excitement but the town is expect
ant of the resut of the action likely fo 
occur off the Philippines and awaits the 
outcome with perfect confidence.

HAYTI’S POSITION.
Port au Prince, April 27.—The Hay- 

tian government is somewhat worried by 
the obligations of the treaty with the 
United States fearing that a fulfilment 
of articles 5, 30 and 32 would invite 
a Spanish attack. United States Min
ister W. F. Powell, it is said, has assur
ed the government that America will 
exact the obligations of the treaty, and 
has demanded that no shelter shall be 
given a privateer under any circum
stances. Spain not having equal treaty 
privileges with the United States, an 
opposite course, Mr. Powell concludes, 
must necessarily be regarded by the 
United States as an unfriendly act. The 
government is will disposed to America 
and will probably acquisece. The French 
minister has intimated to the corres
pondent of the Associated Press that he 
expects European intervention in the 
war between the United States and 
Spain.

MINOR INCIDENTS:
The Portugiese state council meets 

to-day in order to decree the neutrality 
of Portugal during the war.

A despatch received at Paris from Rio 
Janeiro announces that the dynamite 
cruiser Nictheroy, purchased by the 
United States, sails northward on Satur
day, escorted by a Brazilian warship.

The torpedo boat Cushing is on her 
way north in order that repairs may be 
made to her starboard engine which is 
wrecked as the result of ay 
show off her fine qualities 
cadet Boyd, who was temporarily in 
charge. The repairs, which will take 
about a month, will probably be done 
at the Norfolk navy yard.

Advices received in Newfoundland 
from English and Spanish agents of mer
cantile firms there indicate that the 
Spanish fleet from Cape Verde' is likely 
to appear first in that locality, hoping 
to obtain coal.

Capt. Carranzo, military attache to 
Senor Polo, who is now at Toronto, be
ing shown a dispatch from. Niagara say
ing that Major Reid, champion swords
man of America; wanted to take on his 
shoulders the challenge which Carranzo 
had made to Capt. Sigsbee and Gen. 
Fitzhugh Lee, replied that Spaniards 
only fight gentlemen, not professionals; 
and added that the challenge having 
been made a week ago would expire to
morrow. He said this was a truly Am
erican way of treating his challenge.

The navy department has made no ar
rangements for the care of prisoners 
taken by American warships but the 
officers of the department think they will 
be sent to the Boston naval prison.

Some vexation was felt at the injury 
sustained to the Cushing. It is said that 
this is the first serious breakdown she 
has suffered in the nine years of her 
services. Luckily the department will be 
able to replace her very shortly for 
President Malsters, of the Columbian 
Iron Works, announces that the torpedo 
boat Mackee, a 22-knoter, would be 
ready for a trial to-day. She will -be sent 
at once to Norfolk to have the finishing 
touches added and then will poin the 
squadron.
PORTO RICO WELL SUPPLIED.
St. Thomas, W.I., April 28.—Porto 

Rican advices received here to-day say 
that four Spanish gunboats are at San 
Juan de Porto Rico. They are being 
painted black or possibly grey. Martial 
law has been proclaimed in Porto Rico 
and it is being enforced in a tryannic.il 
manner. Crowds of people are making 
for the interior dreading the rigors of a 
siege and the terrors of a bombardment.

The military authorities are actively 
engaged in preparing for the defence of 
the island. Thirty-four torpedoes have 
been planted in the main channel. In 
addition an old steamship has been sunk 
across the harbor entrance, the buoys 
in the channel have been altered and 
from Monday'last, after the news of the 
blockade of Havana reached here, ac
companied by a report that the Cuban 
capital had been bombarded, all the 
lights were ordered to be extinguished 
at night. •'

The French residents, when these ad
vices left San Juan de Porto Rico, were 
seeking refuge on * board the French 
cruiser Admiral Regault de Genoully.

Danger is apprehended from the in
competent and youthful volunteers of 
Porto Rico. They are armed with Mau
ser villes and are displaying consider
able. war enthusiasm.

Arecigo Bay, on the west coast of the 
island, _has been planted with torpedoes.

Spanish steamers landed at Mayagues, 
seventy miles from San Juan de Porto 
Rico, on Wednesday, a quantity of arms 
and ammunition and there was a similar 
landing of-supplies at San Juan de Porto 
Rico on Tuesday.

Besides this about 5.000 toes of pro
visions were landed at San Juan de

attempt to 
s by naval

SPAIN TO EE-THE SEAS.
I

United States Shipping on the Pacific and Off 
European Coasts Menaced.

Collision Reported Between Spanish Gunboats 
and Small Blockading Craft.

Philippine Islands Likely to Be Scene of First 
Important Conflict.

Porto Rico on Sunday last. The ware- heavy sea was running and he exhibit- 
houses of Porto Rico are pronounced zo ed remarkable seamanship in keeping his 
be full of provisions and the Spanish ship alongside the burning boat until the 
authorities say they can stand a siege for last minute it was safe to do so and then 
two months. No Spanish warships are safely getting the crew aboard. Noth- 
known to be in the vicinity of Porto ing was saved by the captain or men of 
Rico. , the Servia. The Alberta towed the Ar-

ANOTHBR PRIZrpo I gonaut to Thonaskwa Bay this morning.
»r a ««.il os /Q o m \ rrj.. “The burned boat was ^>wned by the?1 Jg7 Splngh steamer Guido, f‘J, Cor* ifc,

virions mo“™d SpLshteoops! Ci ^TertâsûreT^
captured early this morning by the Unit-. $120,000. Boti were m8urea- 
ed States monitor Tçrror. The Guido
is commanded by Captain Ahmareicha, _
is 2,065 tons net, and owned by the Navi- It wi„ Move Freeiy 
gation company of Bilbao. She was 
built at Belfast in 1883, and is 360 Çeet
Ion. "The capture took place ten miles __ .. . — „
off Cardenas after a desperate chase, The Nanaimo Free Press says: The
during which the Terror and gunboat Free I ress last evening published a dis- 
Machias fired, almost blowing the Span- patch from San Francisco In regard to 
iard’s pilot house into the water. preventing our coal going to California

r>TrriT?"F'"U’(H OF1 N"RTTT"RATiTTV during the American.-Spanish ^ar. 1 he DECREES Un JNEU-IEAL11Ï. telegram caused quite an uncalled-for
Washington, April 28.—The French consternation among our citizens, for we 

embassy has received a cable despatch feel certain that while such a serious 
from the foreign office at Paris announc- contingency may be among the possible 
ing that a decreq^of neutrality between possibilities, the probability of such an 
the United States and Spain has been embargo is extremely remote. Coal 
issued, and that a detailed copy will be 1 shipped from our collieries to California 
forwarded by mail. On the receipt of will certainly have to run the risk of 
the despatch the french ambassador, M. seizure by Spanish war vessels, because 
Cambon, wrote to the state department coal is now contraband of war, but be- 
informing them of France’s neutrality, yond that the management of our col- 
The cable notice is brief, stating only lieries hare no fear of any interference 
that the decree follows the treaty of with the commercial coal trade between 
Paris of 1856. Nanaimo and our American markets.”

The state department has also been in
formed that Mexico, the Argentine Re
public, Korea and Belgium have pro
claimed neutrality. Korea’s neutrality 
is considered important owing to her 
proximity to the Philippines. The state 
department nas not heard from Ger
many, but this causes no apprehension 
owing to the strong assurance Germany 
has given out that she will observe strict 
neutrality between the tw» belligerents.
This assurance as conveyed to the am
bassador is looked upon as practically 
equivalent to a formal declaration of 
neutrality. Germany, Austria and 
Portugal are the last of the European 
nations to be heard from.

CLOSING IN FOR ACTION.
Batteries uf Matanzas Exchange Fire With 

United States Warships.COAL FOR ’FRISCO.
as Usual from Van

couver Island Collieries.

American Fleet Must Seize Coaling Station 
in Philippines or Return Home.

Sp v. i Provisioning Porto Rico and Making 
It a Secure Base of Operations.

Washington, April 28.—The shelling of 
the Matanzas batteries was the topic of 
absorbing interest throughout naval and 
official circles generally to-day. It. was 
discussed on the basis of the reports re
ceived from Key West, as the navy de
partment received no information what
ever on the subject. Secretary Long 
said at 4 o'clock this afternoon, as he 
closed up his office work for the day, 
that no report had been received from 
Admiral Sampson nor was the navy de
partment advised in any way of the 
shelling of Matanzas. Mr. Long added 
that he.felt no disposition to keep from 
the public any news concerning such an 
important event as a naval engagement 
or battle. While it was essential that 
future strategic events should be guard
ed with the greatest care, yet Mr. Long 
made it clear that this did not apply to 
events after they had actually occurred. 
As to battles and their attendant casual
ties, he recqgnized that the public are 
entitled to know what had occurred. 
The secretary said that in the absence 
of all official information he was in
clined to believe that the shelling was 
confined to the exchange of a few shots 
and did not assumd the proportions of a 
regular bombardment.

When his attention was directed to re
ports that the shelling was the result of 
direct orders from the President, the 
secretary said this was not so, as the 
President was giving no direct orders on 
any of the movements.

The navy department has completely 
ceased its purchase of ships for conver
sion into war vessels owing to the ex
haustion of the $50,000,000 war fund. 
It is confidently expected that congress 
will come to the relief as the depart
ment is still in need of auxiliary vessels. 
The news of the safe arrival at Liver
pool of the big American sailing ship 
Shenandoah was gladly received at the 
department.

A rather striking sign of the immin
ence of the invasion of Cuba 
tained in the chartering to-day by the 
war department of eight large steamers 
of average capacity of about 2,000 tons, 
and able to carry from 1,000 to 1,200 
passengers each. These are to be used 
for transports for the conveyance of the 
first military expedition to Cuba. The 
names of the boats are the Olivette and 
Florida of the Plant line, now in the 
gulf, the Southern Pacific Comp any "fi
er Arkansas, the' New York and Texas 
company’s vessel Comal, now at New 
York, and the Male, now en route to the 
gulf; and three fine ships of the Boston 
Merchants and Miners line in Balti
more, the Berkshire and the Decatur 
Miller. The price paid for these vessel's 
is from $10,000 to $15,000 for the thirty 
days for which they are engaged. They 
will be taken charge of by the quarter- 
masters-general’s department at the 
earliest possible moment

General Shifter, in command of the 
United States troops now concentrated 
at New Orleans, has been in consulta 
tion with the officials as to the execu
tion of plans of campaign, but the orders 
given to him cannot be made public.

The President and bis cabinet will con
sider to-morrow the large number of ap
plications that have been made for ap
pointments of major general and briga
dier general, and the President has some- 
expectation that he will be àble to 
nominate a few of these officers to-mor
row.

to recover part of the purchase money of 
the fast collier Rockwood. It is claimed 
that the firm purposely delayed turning 
her over until the war broke out, hoping 
to retain the vessel and the money.

The Haytien government has official
ly informed the United States minister, 
in response to his demand on the sub
ject, that Hayti will fulfil all the terms 
of her treaty with the United States in 
regard to privateering, etc. Negotia
tions, it is asserted, are proceeding at 
Hull, England, for the purchase by Am
ericans of the Wilson line steamers Gali
lee, Chicago and Tokio.

Governor Tanner’s hopes of leading 
the Illinois troops to the front have been, 
blasted completely, he having received 
word from Washington that he will not 
be placed in command.

The Port Royal dry dock, according to 
official information, will now be 
cible to American war ships, even the 
biggest of the fleet, should they meet 
with acident during the campaign. The 
report from the inspector in charge 
shows that the entrance to the dock is 
now dredged and clear. The work of 
dredging the basin is still in progress 
and while this is not absolutely neces
sary it is extremely desirable in order to 
insure the safety of ships fo docking, 
and the department is endeavoring to 
hasten the contractors in their work. 
They estimate that about fifteen days 
more will suffice to complete it.

The board of bureau chiefs yester
day began the consideration of the plans 
for the three new battleships author
ized by the naval appropriation bill and 
progressed so far that circulars will be 
sent out immediately inviting bids from 
the shipbuilders. The vessels will be in 
the main very similar to the battleship 
Illinois, now building at Newport News. 
They will be about 12,500 displacement, 
75 feet beam, 23% feet depth, 16 knots 
speed, and will be covered with heavy 
armor.

In consequence of representations 
from the Newfoundland government to 
the Imperial authorities that it is pos
sible a Spanish fleet may visit that is
land to secure.coal, the British colonial 
office has cabled to Bermuda ordering 
the cruisers Cordelia and Pelican to pro- 
eeed immediately to Newfoundland wat- 

,ers to be in readiness to cope with any 
.emergency th#t may arise.

SPANISH PREPARATIONS. 
Madrid, April 28.—An official

Yesterday’s Gazette contains notices of 
the incorporation of two new companies, 
the Abbotsford Gold Mining Co., of 
Rossland, with the usual privileges of a 
mining company, and the Manufactur
ers’ Agency Limited, of Vancouver. The 
latter has a capital stock of $10,000 and 
has been formed for the purposes of 
carrying on business as merchants and 
mercantile agents and the manufacture 
of goods.

She—Do you know of anything that Is 
good to remove paint?

He—No: but never mind me. This isn't 
my best coat.—Cleveland Leader.
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NEWS OF THE CAPITAL FROM SUNNY KLONDIKE
\

Last Party Over the Winter Trails 
Tell of Geld and Sun

shine.

Dominion Commissioner Holds 
That Province Should Remove 

Railway Belt Grievances.
acces-

A Story That Dominion Officials 
Have Unfairly Located for 

Their Friends.

New Bank’s Head Office Must Be in 
Canada — Minister* Attacks 

Auditor-General.

(From Our Own Correspondent.
Vancouver, April 27.—The Pakshan, 

arriving this afternoon, has on board 
three men direct from Dawson—J. Dan
iels and B. S. Philips, of Seattle, and 
J. Delnnd, of Kansas City. They left 
Dawson on March 30, and say that 
they will be the last to come out over the 
trail this season. The party had two 
deg trains and made the trip almost 
light, in the fast time of twenty-one days 
to tide water. Owing to the fact that 
many streams are open and that the 
trail was bare of snow they had a hard 
time of it and encountered many perils.

Daniels and Phillips tell a marvellous 
story of the richness of Klondike and 
say that the output at the lowest will 
be $20.000,000. A newspaper man just 
before they left made a tour of the 
camps and estimated the output at be
tween $30,000,000 and $40,000,000.

The Seattle

(From Our Own Correspondent).
Ottawa, April 28.—The report of com

missioner Rothwell on the claims of set
tlers within the railway belt of the E, 
& N. railway was presented to parlia
ment to-day. The document and evi
dence covers a return of 640 pages. The 
report itself is strongly in favor of the 
settlers. It says they have suffered a 
grievance, and that their claims haie 
been neither carefully nor fairly consid
ered and that the settlers had strong 
grounds for believing and expecting 
that they would ultimately receive the 
same title to the lands they claimed, 
which other settlers on lands outside of 
the reserved tract obtained by provin
cial crown grant. Mr. Rothwell refers 
to “studied cold-blooded indifference to 
the claims of the settlers" on the part 
of Sir Joseph Trutch, the commissioner, 
and says the government of the- province 
was responsible for the legislatibn udder 

‘which the settlers suffered, and it is to 
the present government of the province 
that those who suffered from the in
justice done must look for redress. In 
conclusion Mr. Rothwell considers it the 
duty of the British Columbia govern
ment to take prompt action relative to 
the injustice.

Replying to Mr. Mclnnes to-day Mr. 
Sifton said that in view of Mr. Roth- 
well’s report the government woùld com
municate with the provincial govern
ment of British Columbia with a view 
to an amicable settlement.

A report has been received from fo
ment to-day received a report from in
spector Meedie, who with a party it 
wintering at Fort Graham on Findlay 
river, prevented from making progress 
-dwing to deep snow.

Free admission has been secured for 
the balloon with which the Parisian 
party propose to leave Juneau and Skag- 
way in an endeavor to reach Dawson.

The orders for the Yukon military con
tingent will probably be issued to-mor
row. The detachment leave Ottawa on 
Thursday of next week.

The public accounts committee meet
ing this morning was remarkable for a 
violent attack by Sir Louis Davies on 
the auditor general.

The house resumed discussion of the 
franchise bill when Mr. Fitzpatrick pro
posed his amendment removing the pro‘ 
vincial disqualification of Dominion of
ficials. The bill passed the committee 
stage with the exception of one or two 
unimportant danses.

Mr. Fielding proposes to amend the 
Dawson bank bill, fixing the head office 
at some place in Canada instead of at 
London.

The neutrality proclamation, a copy of 
the British, was issued to-day.

LAKE VESSEL BURNED.
The Servia Lost After Many Hours’ 

Fight—C. P. R. Steamer 
Takes Crew.

Buffalo, April 28.—A special to the 
Commercial from Sault Ste Marie, M ieh., 
says: “The steamer Servia was burtied 
on Lake Superior about fifteen miles 
northwest of Whitefish Point at 3 o’clock 
this morning. Cept. Ahstron and his 
crew were brqught here by the tug Mer
rick.

“The Servia, with the schooner iiank 
D. Ewan fo tow, bound from Duluth to 
Kingston with cargoes of corn, sighted 
the steamer Argonaut flying signals of 
distress about thirty miles west of 
Whitefish Point and went to her assist
ance. The Argonaut’s machinery had 
broken down. The disabled steamer was 
taken to tow. Some three hours later 
fire broke out in the forward part of toe 
Servia and gained rapid headway. The 
fire-extinguishers were manned, but the 
flames were beyond control.

“The Canadian Pacific nassenger 
steamer Alberta, up-bound, discovered 
the blazing ship and went to the 
cue, arriving alongside the Servia at 7 
o'clock. The Alberta sent her crew 
aboard and manned her own pumps to 
assist in fighting the fire. Heroic effort: 
were made by the combined crews tr 
subdue the flames until three o'clock, 
when the Servia was burned to the wat
er’s edge and went to the bottom in s 
few minutes afterwards. The crew re 
mained aboard until the last minute.

“Capt. McAllister, of the Alberta, is 
spoken ot in the. highest praise hv thr 
captain and crew of the .Servia. A

was con-

men confirm the story of 
a rich find on Monte Cfisto, a very sipall 
island below Knrsiey creek, and' 16 miles 
above Dawson. At bedrock, 43 feet, Jhe 
dirt was paying $8.60 to the pan. 
discovery was made by two Swedes, but 
w hen they went to record their claims 
Mining Inspector McGregor and Regis
trar Wade, so it is: stated,’declared they 
would have to inspect the location. When 
the officers reached the island, it is al
leged. they staked out for themselves 
and their friends four teen claims which 
took up nearly all the available ground- 
Since then all the islands near Dawson 
have been staked.

Just before the party left Igold was dis
covered right in Dawson and the town- 
site was being staked. Rich dirt found 
near the junction of Bonanza creek and 
the Yukon caused the staking.

Neither Daniels nor Phillips brought 
out much gold, but they have enough 
nuggets and gold dust to last them for 
a time. They say they have succeeded 
beyond most sanguine expectations. 
Daniels has claims on Dbminion and 
Hunker, which he says will enrich him.

Dr. Caldwell and R. Caldwell have 
claims on Sulphur, Hunker and Hender
son and remained working them. Lieut. 
Joslyn, Daniels says, is doing well as a 
mining broker, and Will Ewing had just 
left on a stampede to Henderson. Capt. 
B. Olson has got a lay on Cowley claim 
22, above Bonanza, as also has A. Byers. 
W. D. Comër has gone to American ter
ritory. F. E. B. Smith and Martin 
Harris have rich claims on Sulphur 
creek and are working them.

A new strike was made on 49-creek, a 
tributary of Bonanza, just before the 
party left. Walsh creek is declared a 
fraud.

Dawson has plenty of provisions. Phil
lips says the Yukon will be open for 
navigation about the hrst week" in May. 
The sun was blistering hot fo Dawson 
when they left. The “Montana Kid” 
was met 75 miles from Dawson.

Major Walsh is still at Lake Bennett.
The Chilkoot aerial tramway is in op

eration. The charges are 5% cents a 
pound to the summit, 7% cents to Lin- 
derman, and 12% cents to Bennett.

des
patch from General Blanco says: “Part 
of the enemy’s squadron has gone east
ward. One of the American ironclads 
has grounded opposite Dimas, province 
of Pinar del Rio, and three other ships 
are working to refloat her. Spanish 
volunteers are watching on shore."

A despatch from Havana says the in
surgents attacked Artemisa, province of 
Pinar del Rio, but were repulsed.
-The perfect confidence which appears 

to be felt here at the outcome of the 
war is reflected by El Liberal, which,, 
contrasting “Spanish calm and American 
excitability,” says to-day.- “Spain is pa
tiently awaiting the attack which Am
erica is to make simultaneously on Cu
ba, Porto Rico and Philippine islands 
with her undisciplined forces, while *er 
preachers and merchants, finding the 
task mere difficult than they calculated 
are quoting the Bible to prove that 
peace is a good thing for civilized 
tione. On the American side is hodge 
pedge brag, bluster, hypocrisy and funk, 
on the Spanish side is complete unanim
ity and a readiness to die for their coun
try, trusting in God."

Gibraltar, April 28.—The Spanish tor
pedo doat destroyer Destructor and the 
torpedo boats Havana and Barcelona 
continue reeonnoitering in the straits of 
Gibraltar and neighboring water of the 
Mediterranean. It is alleged that they 
are seeking a warship which it is sup
posed toe Americans have purchased 
from Italy, and also ships carrying sul
phur to America. ’

London, April 28.—According to. ad
vices via Bayonne, the battleship Pelayo 
was completely fitted and shipped at 
Carthagena and has gone to Cadiz.. Re
ports that she has been cruising fo the , 
company of other vessels probably: mean 
that she has been trying her boiler».. It 
is believed that the squadron at Cape 
Verde Islands has really been, waiting 
for the arrival of the Pelayo and the Al- 
fonzo XIII and other men of wan; but 
now that Portugal has announced neu
trality the fleet will be compelled: to sail 
without delay, whether reinforced or not.

Cadiz, April 28—Three steamer» of the 
Compania Transatlantiea are being rap
idly armed as cruisers. The Buenos 
Ayres is mounting four U® eentim. 
guns, four 15 eentim. gun» and two 9 
eentim. guns. The Antonie. Lopez is. 
mounting four 12 inch, and1 the Joaquin 
Pielage two nines and two Maxims. The 
Ciudad de Cadiz, which will aecompany 
the torpedo squadron, has 12 eentim. 
guns, two nines aftd two quick-firing: 
guns The forts at Roto, six miles north
west ■ f Cadiz, and at San Cataline, 
bein- strengthened'hnd new gunsrare be
ing mounted there.

The

na-

LOOKING TO PHILIPPINES;
Washington, April 28.—Naval circle» 

look to the Philippines for the first big 
war news. Admiral Dewey, naval1 of
ficers say, either must take a port in: 
the Philippines and make a base of sup
plies and temporary home for his shins, 
or lead- his fleet straight across the Pa
cific for San Francisco. - It is expected1 
that the other European powers- holding 
possessions on the Chinese coast will 
adopt Great Britain’s rules as to tfle- 
conditions under which ships of belliger
ent powers may obtain shelter fo their 
ports. By this Admiral Dewey will find' 
that having secured one supply of coal 
at a port belonging to one of these pow
ers. that port will be-practically closed to. 
his ships, for he woMd' not be- permitted 
to enter them again "for the-same -ur- 
pose within three montiis. a space of time 
that would more than consume the am
ount of coal that can be carried' on ship
board.

This state of affairs strongly accentu
ates the unwise policy that has -"-evail- 
ed in the past of failing to secure coal
ing stations in remote parts of the world, 
like Asia. Admiral Dewey, because 
of this policy, is under the necessity now 
of wresting a port from the enemy in 
which he may stay as long- as he pleases 
and big position consequently is much 
more perilous than that of the Cuban 
blockading squadron.

The Admiral is believed to have sailed 
to-day for the Philippines. Assuming 
that his squadron is travelling at the 
speed of ten knots it is calculated at the 
navy department that, he sheuld occupy 
sixty hours in 'the passage to Manila, 
which would bring him off that -ort 
early Saturday morning. It is probable 
that if the Spanish fleet can be driven in
to any harbor under the protection of th- 
batteries Admiral Dewey will detach 
some of his ships to blockade the port to 
keep them there while using another Di rt 
of his force to seize and occupy with 
native assistance some unfortified port as 
a base.

New York, April 28.—A Hongkong 
special says: “I will take Manila fo 38 
minutes." Rear Admiral Dewey said 
this at Mirs Bay before starting for 
Manila with the United States fleet at 
2 o’clock this afternoon. The 
object is the capture of the 
fleet, which Admiral Dewey thinks men 
Important than capturing Manila. He is 
determined to prevent its preying uper 
American vessels.

MINOR INCIDENTS.
The United States embassy in London 

is suing the Messrs. Polly, shipowners,

OF INTEREST TO MEN.

The attention of the reader is called to 
an attractive little book lately published 
by that eminent physician, G. H. BO- 
BERTZ. M.D., 252 Woodward Ave., De
troit, Mich. This book is one of interest 
to every man and Its pleasant and honest 
advice will certainly be" of the greatest 
value to any one desirous of securing per
fect health and vigor. A request for a free 
aud sealed copy will be complied with. If 
addressed as above and. the Victoria Colon
ist mentioned.

“That ancient Miss Tteme seems to be 
hustling about at a great rate.”

“Yes. She’s getting ready to attend the 
National Congress of Mothers.”—Cleveland 
Plain Dealer.

arc

An extra provincial company’s license 
has been granted to the Jenckes Ma
chine Co., of Sherbrooke, Quebec, and 
they are now authorized to manufacture 
and carry on a general foundry and ma
chine business in British Columbia. The 
extra provincial companies registered 
during the past week are: Northwest 
Gold Dredging Co., of Tacoma, Wash., 
and Quesnelle, British Columbia; Big 
Stump Gold Mining Co., of Spokane, 
Wash., and Rossland, British Columbia; 
and the British Columbia Copper Co., of 
New York and Anaconda.

EPPS’S COCOA
ENGLISH 9 

BREAKFAST COCOA
Possesse^the to 11 owl ng

DELICACY OF FLAVOR.
SUPERIORITY in QUALITY.

GRATEFUL and COMFORTING 
to the NERJ0US or DYSPEPTIC.

NUTRITIVE QUALITIES UNRIVALLED 
In Quarter-Pound Ties only. 

Preuared by JAMES EPPS St GO., LvL, 
Bomceopatbie Ohefn'.sts, Loudon, 
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Public Meeting 

of the Pro 
et ni

Songhees Reservd 
the Province 

dians Are

Hon. Mr. Beaven a 
pou- nts Favor t 

by the|
l

A representative I 
last evening endorsel 
provincial governmel 
offers of the Domini 
the removal of the S| 
calling upon the govl 
provincial rights. 71 
adjourned oue, bavl 
protest against the a| 
cial government in rd 
the Dominion govern 
were completely turd 
ment was passed sugl 
ment of a commission 
removal of the Indian

His Worship upon! 
read a letter from I 
regretting his inability 
count of the very inj 
demanding his whole] 
sent.

The chairman also 1 
'introduced at the lad 
the government to ag] 
tion of the Dominion g] 
ing the Songhees reset] 
that the subject was d 
enssion.

Mr. H. D. Helmcken 
first speaker and said 
reasonable to expect tj 
present after the lonj 
which he hud sat. S 
tinctiy understood tj 
speaking to the resolj 
was one, he held, that J 
enter into. The speal 
the correspondence a| 
starting with the agree 
with the Indians by j 
ernment, reserving c] 
their use. He quoted 
of letters from the Imj 
pointing out the desira 
liberally with the Indl 
in respect to their rese] 
legislatures had taken t| 
the matter, taking mea 
the encroachment upon 
the white settlers. The 
out a case where in th< 
ernment had disallowed 
dealt unfairly with th 
John Thompson also ha 
act dealing with the ga 
Northwest, as it was i 
of the rights of the I 
other cases were quote 
solicitude of the authoril 
fare of the Indians.

There was no one whe 
appointed at the failure 
tions for the settlement 
reserve question. The 01 
see out of the difficulty 
commission a trial and 1 
ed a resolution in the ho 
the commission be all owe 
their work. Ilf also give’ 
an opportunity of expia 
sition. Most of the nej 
carried on in person and 
transpired at the meetini 

, come out in the eorregj 
land had been set apart 1 
and because the number 
decreased it was no reasoi 
be taken away from then 
ment contended that thé v 
hud been enhanced by ot 
ans. -It so it was by the 
toria and he was sure t 
not wish to deal with the 
also contended that the It 
much for the city, the In 
their supplies from the ’ 
ants. A settlement, he 
obtained without going 
of the Indians. The fin 
obtain the consent of tl 
he was sure there would 
in treating with them if 
dealt with. The Indians 
of the land and they wan 
and getting that they 
leave. They are perfec 
long as they know that 
fairly treated. Knowing 
sion of three men could 
honorable and equitable 
the qdestion. The Indian 
ed in the same condition 
serve as they are at i 
Songhees reserve. Very 
called -on him to complain 
not get the few articles th 
but these were always su 
quest. It seemed hard, 
toe members of a tribe t 
$11,000 stood, should be 
for what they were entiti 

Mr. Helmcken said he 
expected to discuss the 
ticipating the stand that 1 
would take. All he desire 
Indians should be fairly 
would have liked to have 
tion settled when Mr. 
here. The Dominion 
by their actions that the 
to settle the question an 
Macdonald and Templemi 
tercet in.it there should 
‘’ll reaching a solution, 
all m his power to brin 
tiement. (Applause.)

Mr. Belyea asked Mr. I 
out prejudicing the loca 
«mid say why the provim 
nad refused the offer of 
to remove toe Idians witl 
-;U,Lper3Ddicin8 the local 
nsht to the land.

Mr. Helmcken could no 
Kiven notice of a motioi 
•batter up in the house wl 
sition X'rou*d no J°uht ex
Vr^Lr ®e,8ea wanted to 

Helmcken considered
ins’- Prided for the 
Tion n/ ”ithiu twelve m 

*? lhe ownership ofsettled afterwards.
saG=;.5ellncken consider
•M-UteHrt0ry v ne’ if the 1° • ‘ttied on that basis.

Beaven to 
ter«2f it was desin
VietoHnf J*6 Indians —. in!),?"1-^ Indians

® home, but
torv :jh told be on :Sij the Indians. The 
Hudson a®1 the license
aivd^“wi^y Company
Island -ih the Indians 
Ians' Hater ail the la
nnderstsnjr™ î° the coi whiL^mg that they 
tondra?V?e land. Stil 
governor lak"n tTam the

°r was appointed.
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