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[From THE DAILY COLONIST, June 10.]

HE CENTRAL METING:

Government C€andidates, Speak in
Town and Have a Spleudid
Reception.

Liberal Rank and File Located for
Free Trade—Their Leaders’
Wobblings.

What the National Policy Has Aec-
complished—Position of Brit-
ish Pacific Subsidy.

Another splendid meeting in the interest
of the Liberal-Conservative candidates was
held last evening when the fine hall of the
A.0.U.W. on Yates street was well filled
with a representative audience. In the
matter of the addresses delivered, and the
attention with which they were heard the
meeting was a model one, and there was an
entire absence of ill-natured interrup-

tions. When the proceedings opened there
were upon the platform, besides the candi-
dates—Hon. E. G. Prior and Mr. Thomas
Earle—Senator Macdonald, Hon. J. 8.
Helmcken, Messrs. H. Dallas Helmcken,
M.P.P., A. J. McLellan, D. R. Ker, N. Sa-
bin, F. Tugwell, J. Hamilton, E. B. Mar-
vin and J. Clearihue. On motion of
Mr, Sabin, Mr. H. D. Helmcken was
called to the chair. Couming forward
amidst applause, the chairman excused
himself from making any lengthy address,
as there 'was a good programme mapped
out for the evenin% but he asked a respect-
ful hearing for.each speaker.

Hon. E. G. Prior was first called on, and
on rising was very-cordially greeted by the
audience. Having acknowledged the cour-
tesy, Col. Prior said he had never appeared
before the eiectors at a more important
time, or when more important issues were
at stake than is the case now, when the
electors are about to choose a new parlia-
ment. He asked them, therefore, to,con-
sider seriously the issues before the ccun-
try, to get alf,the information it is possi-
ble to obtain, and come to a conclusion
after mature consideration. He and his
colleague, Mr. Earle, had been twiit=d
by the oggosition for not issu-
ing an address, but he consid-
ered that such” a formality would
be useless, since their opinions on"all pub-
lic questions are so well known and they
are 1n thorough accord with every word of
8ir Charles Tupper’s manifesto. (Ap-

lause.) The policies of the two parties be-
ore the country are as wide apart as the

oles. The one is protection as we have

ad it for the past seventeen years; the
otherI¥supposedito be free-trade-as-they-
have-it-in-England.  The Conservatives
have had but one policy from the time they
took office in 1878 until the present, and
upon it they have ‘been time
and again suastained by the coun-
try. he first ~ plank of their
platform had been confederation, bronght
into effect by the men who since have been
at the head of the Liberal-Conservative
party, and of whom he was glad to say
there are a few left yet, including the
Premier, Sir Charles Tupper. {Applause,)
It is hoped to comglete the federation in the
not distant future by the admission of New-
foundland. Not only did they unite the
provinces, but they purchased “the North-
west Territories—dirt cheap at six million
dollars—which the United States would
gladly have secured, just as they secured
Alasks dirt cheap at the price they paid for
it. Bince the Conservatives have been in
office tremendous works for the develop-
ment of the whole Dominion have been
carried out, including the Intercolonial
railway, commenced by the first Conserva-
tive government, and tne Canadian Pacific
railway, the latter carried out despite the
prediction of even the wisest of the Liberal
opposition that it was an utterlyimpossible
undertaking. Qver fourteen million -dol-
lars has been paid in subsidies to railways
to act as feeders to the main lines; and 1n
the East a magnificent system of canals has
been constructed, tgle latest being the Sault
canal, which makes the Dominion quite in-
dependent of the United States in securing
access to the upper lakes. (Applause.) The
Liberal Conservative goverament are now
in negotiation with the Mother Country to
sccure her co-operation in giving cable ‘con-
nection from here to Australia, a work of
necessity which he hoped very soon to see
accompI’ished.

Another plank in the platform is the de-
velopment of manufaciuring industries, to
give employment to the peoplein the cities,
and thus to provide theie a market for the
produce of the farms. He recounted the
unsympathetic attitude of the Liberal
party when in power, to the artisans
and farmers who, petitioned for pro-
tection, only to 'be told by  Sir
Richard Cartwnfht to go home and
work harder and live more frugally. Sic
John. Macdonalp, on the other hand, pro-
posed the scheme of the National Palicy,
and the people having sustained him
at the polls, there was, in the space
of one short year, a marvellous changze
in the position of the countyy. In ten years
the growth of the industries was so great as
to be almost beyond belief, unt:l one heard
the figures, which he read. The artisans
and the mechanics of Canada were making
the goods of all kinds to supply the wants
of her people, in place of the greater part of
the work being done abroad as would have
been the case but for the National Policy.
The growth of the cities of course he'ped
the farmers and as the farmers became
more prosperous the good eifect was in
turn felt in the cities, which can neve-
thrive unless the farming commuwiiy are
also doing well. (Hear, hear.) He in-
stanced the pork industry, and the manu-
facture of cheese as showing pernaps toe
most remarkable increasz under the Na-
tional Policy.

Steamship communication was found
to be an imperative necessity to give
facilities for the development - of
trade connetcions, and wiih the essistance
of the subsidies from the Dominion gov
ernment fast lines of steamers have been
established to all parts of the world, across
the Atlantic and tne Pacific, and the latest
enterprise in this connection is the fast line
of steamers to Great Britain about to be es-
tablished through the bonus of $7£9,C00 a

ear offered by Canada, supplemented by
gm,OOObo be given by the Imperial gov-
ernment. These ships areto be in every
respect equal to the best running from New
York (applause), and with the Canadian
Pacific railway and the fast lines on the
Pacifie they will make this country more
than ever part of the Imperial pathway
across, the world.

The stoutest and strongest plank in the
platform of the Liberal-Conservative party
18 the maintenance of connection with
Great Britain. (Applause.) Thisisin econ-
trast with the policv of some of the Liberal
leaders, who have aistinctly shown them-
selves to be more in favor of connection
with the United States than with Great
Britain; and that this strange fact might
be made plain to all who heargehim heread
from several addresses by Sir Richard Cart-
wright in which that gentleman expressed
his preference for the development of trade
with the United States. The aim of the
Liberal-Conservative party, in their advo-
cacy of preferential trade, is to make this
great Empire self-contained and -self-sus-
taining; and the course of events in Great
Britain has been such as to encourage the
idea that the efforts to secure preferential
trade between the different parts of the
Empire will be successful. He thought it
an indisputable fact that the people in

Eng),)and are less wedded to free trade than

they were, particularly the farmers, who

are finding it harder all the time to make &
living. i

A Voice— It'is the landlords.” '
Col. Prior continued ‘that it is not the

landlords, for the farmers who have no rent

to pay are in the same condition. The |
‘" voice’” having repeated the interjection, :
Col. Prior proceeded: *-Now look here.

my friend, I am going to tell you once for

all what | think of you. You have not got

a mind vig enougli to grasp any larger idea

than ¢ monopoly,” *“boodle,” and * co-

ercion,” and you sit there like

a tond in a puddle—croak, croak,

croaking all the time and doing no good to

yourself or the city."” (Laughter and ap-

plause.) Col. Prior then proceeded to give

some facts with respect to the condition of
the farming community in England, re-

marking that he had ‘read these at the

meeting the previous evening at Cedar
Hill, “and a splendid meeting it was,

though when I read the Times this evening

I could hardly believe I had been there.”

(Laughter.) He wished to know if there

was in the hall a single man interested in

an iron foundry, boot and shoe factory,

pamt works, flour mill, chemical works,

preserve or pickle factory, or any other of
the city industries, who could honestly get
up and say that he wishes the protective
tarift removed.

Mr.J. A. Grant, of Government street,
rose in response. ‘I will get up and say
s0,”’ he said.

Col. Prior—*‘That’s right; I want you to
get up. I want to give you better treatment
than the opposition speaker gave the gen-
tleman at Metchosin who got up when in-
vited. Now will you in a few words tell
the meeting why you would like the duty
removed.” a

Mr. Grant did so, speaking from his place
in the gallery. In eftect, he said that he is
in business as a manufacturer of clothing
and with his partners employs about fifty
hands. He for one would feel greatly re-
lieved if something nearer free trade were
adopted,because the dutiesincreasethe cost
of living of those whom he employs and
make it necessary to pay them such wages
that the firm cannot compete against the
manufacturers of Eastern Canada.

Col. Prior said it seemed as if this gentle-

man wanted free trade because he canmnot
compete with the manufacturers of Easi-
ern Canada; and he thought the same gen-
tleman had said at Cedar Hill that he want-
ed free trade because then he could get his
cloth in free. He seemed to forget that
ready made clothing would then come in
free also. In thé matter of the trade policy
he thought that' Mr. Templeman would do
better by sticking to his political- leaders
than by going about the constituency mak-
ing rash promises. here and there and
everywhere as to what his party will ‘do
when he gets to Ottawa and makes them do
it. (Applause.) Only the other day Mr.
Laurier told the fishermen of Gaspe that
if he got into power he would take the duty
off pork and flour. He asked, how does
that aceord with Mr. Templeman’s repre-
sentations to the farmers out here. He
proposed to read from the records to estab-
lish Mr. Laurier’s position as nearly as
could be from his utterances. In August,
1894, he said: ‘* I propose that we should
follow England’s example, and open our
ports to the markets of the world.”” Then
in Hansard, he is thusreported: ** I preach
to you the gospel of the absolute destruc-
tion of protection the policy of
Great Britain’’; and again: * Free trade
as it is in England is the goal to which we
hope to attain.” Opposition ‘‘ hear hears’
greeting this last quotation, Col. Prior
noticed the fact, remarking: *‘ This does
me good. It shows at last that the Lib-
erals of Victoria recognize that their lead-
ers are in favor of free trade pure and
simple. I am glad to have you
located. You are for free trade;  we
are for protection. (Applause.) Having
read another extract, Mr. Laurier’s Mon-
treal declaration that *‘Our object is the
destruction of protection—there can be no
compromise,”’ Col. Prior asked the .audi-
ence to Temember the consequence in'the
United States when the Democrats, with
an inclination to free trade, got into power.
A Voice—*‘ Busted!”
Coi. Prior proceeded to show that this
word fittingly described the situation, and
he held that on a smaller scale the result
in Canada would be the same if free trade.
were adopted here. He recalled the fact
that upon the necessuries of life, tea and
coffe and sugar, the Liberal-Conservatives
had, when they came into power, abolished
or reduced the duties so that an immense
saving in this respect had since resulted
to all classes of the population. While
the opposition are always talking about the
huge profits alleged to be made by the cot-
ton lords, he would read from what was
said on the subject by Dalton McCarthy in
the House of Commons in 1894, which was
in express terme that the amount of the
duty does not go into the pockets of the
manufacturers, but that it rather goes into
the hands of their employees in wages,
which amount to $2,400,000 every year,
(Hear, hear.) He noticed too, that while
some of the Liberals argue that there should
be a greater free list, Mr. Templeman argues
for no free list at all.

A Voice—*1To he doesn’t.”

Col, Prior—** Ol yes he does, for he advo-
cated the other day an all round duty of 22
percent.” The offic'al reiurns, he added,
show that under the present tariff a greater
proportion of goods come in free than unde:
tle Liberai tariff. He next dealt briedy
with the public debt showing that in com-
parison with the resouices or tue country
it is not such a sum as to cause any uneasi-
ness, and there is to show forit a "magnifi-
cent system of public works representingin
value the whole increase in the public
debt since Confederation and $19,029,C00
besides. (Applause.) There was some-
thing to show, he pointed out, for the in-
creased debt under Liberal-Conservative
administration, while though the Liberals
increased it to a greater average extent per
year they appeared to have nothing to
show for their expenditure. The Liberals
now cry that the country is burdened with
taxation which they wili remove when they
get into power, but he showed that the tax
on necessaries now is only $3 per head
%er annum—against $12° per head in

ngland. The customs taxation has been
decreased $1.25 per head since 1890, and yet
the opposition lament that the taxes are
being piled up every year! The customs
taxation per head is now actually 43 cents
less than it was in the middle of
the term of office of the Liberal govern-
ment.

Though he was concerned about the
comoetition of the United States and of
Engiand,he had fear of a greater competitor
now appearing on the horizon. He referred
to China and Japan, and he pointed out the
immense development in Japan during the
past few years, in industrial warfare as well
as military operations. American and Brit-
ish capital is now going into Japan by hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds. Already
England has felt the effect of the competi-
tion of China and Japan in the cotton
trade. What have the Liberals to propqgse
in the face of this? He asked if there is g
single white man who wants to compete
against the labor of men wbo will work for
6 or 7cents a day. The Japanese, he had
heard, are already laying down bicycles in
8an Francisco which cost but $12 delivered
there; and he had shown to the Eddy
manufacturing company of Hull—the
makers of Eddy’s matchés—some matches
from Japan which were delivered in Victo-
ria six boxes for one cent! (Hear, hear.)

To say a few words in regard to himself
—for the simple reason that the opposition
papers still pretend to believe that he is not
a cabinet minister—he wished to state in as
few words as he could that upon every
matter that bad come before the cabinet
since he had become a member of the gov-

way,”” he said, ‘I was pplitely inf&,med by

the gentleman running against me—I sup=
ose he thought it parliamentary language
Eut it is not—that it was'é deliberate lie I
told the Board of Tradé.’ I said to the
board that if the subsidies had been al-
lowed to be brought before the house——

A Voice—* They could have been only
for the ministers’ squabbling.”

Col. Prior—“That is not so. There
was no squabbling, and not a hard
word, since ‘I entered the cabinet—
perhaps I was the dove that brought
peace. (Laughter.) But when the subsi-
dies had been agreed upon and were ready
to be submitted, Mr. Laurier intimated to
the Finance Minister that not a single
money vote would be permitted to pass. In
the face of that it would have been foolish
to bring down the subsidies. If they had
been presented, however, it would have
been found that they contained $3,200 a
mile for 100 miles of railway on the Island.
and $3,200 a mile for a line from Bute Inlet
northward. .

A Voice—‘ What is the hundred miles on
the Island? Isn’tit the E. & N?”

Col. Prior—' Is not. the E. & N. supposed
to be part of the British Pacific scheme?”

The Voice—'‘ No.”

Col. Prier—‘‘Perhaps this gentleman
knows more about it than Mr. Earle and I
do, but we were amongst the original pro-
moters and have been interested in the
scheme from the beginning. (Hear, hear.)
The other night Mr. Bodwell said it would
be impossible for the Dominion govern-
ment to grant this subsidy, and that no a
plication had been sent in. I say that it is
not so; the application is there at Ottawa.
They asked me last night how it was that
Mr. Bodwell as solicitor did not
know anything about the applicatjon.
My answer is, simply because he was
not asked to know. A solicitor is not
asked to know everythingabout his clierits’
affairs. Mr. Bodwell, too, gave his opinion
that the government could not grant the
subsidy in the absence 6f a Dominion char-
ter. Itelegraphed the Minister of Rail-
ways about that and Mr. Haggart’s reply is
that it matters not whether there is a local
or a Dominion charter.

A Voice—* Oh!”

Col. Prior—* Well, if any gentleman likes
to wager §100 that.I am wrong, I'll take
him¥ now." Come along.” (Laughter and:
applause.)- He would leave the decision,
if they liked, to Mr. Richards or Mr. Malls.
He wished to add here that as solicitor Mr.
Bodwell had no right to say anything
about the company’s affairs; any profes-
sional man would agree with that.

The school question he would touch upon
only briefly, as Mr. Earle would deal with
that. . He wished to say again that it is not
a question of separate schools at all, but of
carrying out the constitution of the coun-
try. The governmeént say 'it must be car-
ried out t6 the fullest extent: so does Mr.
Laurier, and so doed Hon. David Mills

A Voicqg—*‘ He voted against the bill.”

Col; Prior—‘‘ Yes; that’s just what he
did! He talked for two haurs in suppert;
of the government’'s position on every,
point, and then voted againgt it.”’ As fair-
minded and honorable men, he thought all’
must agree that only one course is open‘to
any government that may be in power—
they must give justice to the minorityin
Manitoba. In conclusion he asked for the:
conscientious support of the electors on the,
23rd of June, and particularly that they
should vote the straight ticket, for he would
be sorry to be sent back to Ottawa without
Mr. Earle as his colleague. (Applause.)

—

Mr. Thomas Earle came forward amidst’
a renewal of the cordial applause. He ap-
peared, he said, as an advocate of the policy
80 clearly outlined to-night, as a supporter
of the government of which Col. Prior is a
member—a government which has from its
first existence done very much to advance
the interests of this country in all direc-
tions. He declared himself as in full ae-
cord with the fiscal policy of the Liberal.
Conservative party, steadfastly maintained
against the constantly shifting policies'sf
thejr opponents. The Liberals now, it ape
pears, are for free trade—the Conservatives:
are for directly the opposite. He had lig-
tened with great interest to what Mr, Gran{
had said to-night from the gallery. At/
Cedar Hilllast night one of the gentlemén
loudest against the government was of the |
same name. )

A Voice—‘“ A brother,” '

Mr. Earle said that gentleman seemed to:
complain because the duty on strawberries:
had been lowered. ‘I put the question‘tos
him, did he want more Frotecpion ? Hedid
not answer, and
an extraordinary thing to find a gen-|
tleman demanding more protection
and supporting with might and main the

arty wgo advocate directly the opposite:”’

n a new country such as this, a policy ‘6f
protection is certainly the best for all
classes of the people. Though under it the
artisan may have to pay slightly higher,
prices for his food, it tinds him work for
which otherwise he would have to seek.
somewhere else. If the National Policy
has not made every individual in the coun:’
try rich, it has unquestionably enriched thd
Dominion,-and by that the people who
make up the population. He did not pre!
pose to follow u’pJ the fiscal policy any fur-
ther, as he felt that no unprejudiced mind
naeds to be convinced thaf it is the policy
for the good of this Dominion as a whole.
(Hear, hear.) The Premier has told in
his manifesto that if returned to power—
which it is almost a certainty he will
be—he will continue to pursue that policy
of progress that characterized him Wgen a
member of the government of Sir John A.
Macdonald. (Applause.) Thereis no uncer-
tainty as to the policy to be expected from:
the Liberal-Conservative party, but with
the Liberal oppositien what is the case?
Ever since hehad been in parliament he
had had difficulty in ascertaining what the
Liberals really want; they had five or six
policies in as many years, and every time
they took up a new one they almost ‘denied
that they had ever advocated its predeces-
sor. (Laughter.) He felt that not far
from now they will similarly be found
strenuously denying that they have ever
advocated free-trade - as-they-have-it-in-
England.

Asto the British Pacific, Col. Prior had
stated something of interest to all present.
They had been among the original promot-
ers, and are still interested in it equally
with Mr. Rithet and the other gentlemen
whom Col. Prior had named. It is their
personal interest to forward the interests
of that road, as much as it can be the in-
terest of uny citizen of Victoria; and he
was glad to be able to say that they had at
last succeeded in having a beginning made
with the Dominion government. (Ap-
plause. TUnquestionably, if the Conserva-
tive government are returned to power,
of which he had no doubt, he thought the
day would not be far distant when that
enterprise will be commenced.

A Voice—‘ What about the C.P.R.?"

Mr. Earle said the C.P.R. as a large and
influential cerporation would have no
more to do with the ﬁresent government
than with an that Mr. Laurier
might lead; and no doubt the Laurier
party.would be willing to utilize.the influ-
ence of the C.P.R. as well as that of any
other corporation. Unquestionably the
C.P.R. will exercise a great influence on
any government, but the present one is
just as independent of that company as
any will ever be, though it or its prede-
cessor did risk its life for that undertaking.
He wished to add that it wonld be unpat-
riotic not to do everything possible in sup-
port of that road. hat is most needed in
this town is the spirit of local patriotism
that. when an enterprise is started here will
lead the citizens to support it. That is the
spirit of protection—to encourage manufac-
tures at home, which makes work {or
everybody, including the tailor. (Laughter

ernment,’he had had just as much to say—
or the right to say just as much—as any
other member of the cahinet. He thought
it unnecessary to say more on this point;
those who heard him would take his word
forit. (Hear, hear.)

“With respect to the British Pacific rail- |

and applause.)

The National Policy is looked upon by
the Liberal Conservatives as so good a
thing that he and Col. Priorintend to talk
upon it right up to the 23rd of June (ap-
Plause), while their opponents are going
about the country talking about
everything imaginable, Prior's gerry-
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J| Prior and Mr. Earle—two good men whose

said it  was]

mgnder  bill, .- for instance -(laugh-
ter) and the, Manitob# school = ques-
tion. This last. will certainly never make
British Columbians rich; it will make
nothing but trouble for them, and it is
kept alive for no other purpose than to
make trouble for the government. The op-
position party know that they cannot suc-
cessfully appeal against protection, and
therefore here, they introduce a, religious
question to work upon the feelings of the
extremists amongst the electors, who
happen to be for the most part Conserva-
tivesin other respects. He felt that but for
the school guestion the Liberal party would
scarcely exist to-day.

Mr. Munn—* How will the school ques-
tion help them in Quebec ?”’

Mr. Earle—‘ How willit help them ? The
explanation is that you have for a leader a
man whose exact opinions nobody knows
(laughter) neither on the school question
nor the tariff.”” He felt that after the 23rd
of June, when the Conservatives are re-
turned to power, as they will be (applause),
very little will be heard of the school ques-
tion. It is not a matter of separate schools.
As all know he (Mr. Earle%is as strong a
Protestant as any man in Victoria, not ex-
cepting his friend Mr. Braden, but this is
not a question of Protestantism or of separ-
ate schools—it is a question, of whether or
not the law is to be carried out, and wheth-
er the weak minority in Manitoba are to be

rotected in the rights guaranteed

0  them under the constitution.
These people have already spent six
years in contesting their claims before the
courts, and it is time that some action
should be taken on their behalf. The gov-
ernment will stand or fall by the decision
on this question, and if a treaty is to be
broken the Liberal party will have to take
the credit of breaking” it. The present
Premier of Canada is nota weak man; he
1s a man of pluck, and he has lots of men
behind him who will stand up to him in
doing what is right. (Applause.) When
this question came up two years ago he
(Mr. Earle) felt that he could not con-
scientiously support remedial legislation.
He had not then looked into it, but later,
when he had given the matter serious at-
tention, " ne changed his opinion,
and he told his colleagues in
the House that he would support
a remedial bill. They told him that he
would lose the su port of the Orangemen
and the extreme Frotestants in this consti-
tuency, buf he had replied that he would
rather be léft at home under such éircum-
stances than violate his conscience by re-
fusing, for his personal advantage, to vote
for justice to the Manitoba minority.
(Applause.). He had voted for the bill and
would do se again if returned, as he had no
doubt, he.,would be—unless the electors
take the advice which he heard was being
tendered to them by the opposition, to
split their yotes and give one to Mr. Tem-
pleman. He asked the electors, however,
not to split their votes—to mark their bal-
lots for Templeman and Milne if they could
not mark them for Earle and Prior. He
did not want to go to Ottawa with a Grit as
a colleague, and he felt sure that Col. Prior
does not, either. (Applause.)

Hon. Dr. Helmcken received a perfect
ovation of applause and cheers as he came
forward as the next speaker. He had sim-
(ply to say, as the two candidates had so
exhausted the other subjects, that he came
here to advocate the cause of Col. Prior and
Mr. Earle and to ask a good vote for them.
Hé considered the Manitoba school ques-
tion merely a political bubble and a politi-
cal juggle, of which nothing would be heard
after the election, if it is’' not as dead as
mutton now. To give a local illustra-
tion he referred to the case now
before the judicial committee of the
privy council in England, to decide
.whether or not the precious metals on this
island are the groperty of Mr. Dunsmuir.
He asked if, whatever the verdict is, it will
not be respected by the government of
British Columbia and by Mr. Dunsmuir,
and he would like to know why the Mani-
toba ﬁovernmem should not be similarly
kbound by the deeision in their cagse. He
_pointed out that while the education de-
partment in Manitoba have prescribed the
Ten Commandments to be taught_in the
schools, they have not put in the other
commandment—‘Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself.” (Applause.) He
asked for a solid vote for his friends Col.

words have never failed to be borne out by
the facts. (Hear, hear.) He showed the
advantage of having in Col. Prior a repre-
sentative in the cabinet, to explain British
Columbia affairs as they cannot be ex-

lained except by a man on the spot, and a
gird in the hand being worth at least two
in the bush, he hoped the electors would
not forget this. Indeed he felt confident
they would not. (Hear, hear.) He wel-
comed the announcement that a beginning
is at last to be made with the Island rail-
way extension in which he had been inter-
ested s0 many years, and in the
promise " of twenty-five miles of rail-
way from Bute Inlet towards the Chilcotin
countryf he saw the bright prospect of early
comranunication across our great Northern
country and clear through tosHudson Bay.
He hoged not one elector would neglect to
vote; his ewn interest is at stake. The so-
called Liberals are the very farthest from
being “ liberal "—they arethe meanest fel-
lows on the face of the earth, and if by any
charice they gét into power we may beé sure
that there wiil be no extension of the Is-
land railway and no railway from Bute In-
let. (Applause.)

A vote of thanks to the chairman, pro-
posed by Mr. Ker, brought the proceedings
to a close at 11:15 p.m. -

TeE monthly meeting of the local
preachers’ association of the Methodist
church was held at the residence of Mr.
M. Humber, Topaz avenue, on Monday
last. During the evening a well-pre-
pared paper on the ‘‘Inspiration of the
Scriptures’’ was read by Mr. A, Lee and
discussed at some length, among those
debating the subject being Revs. Thomas
Crosby, J. F. Betts and J. P. Hicks and
Messrs. M. Humber, I. Sherk, S. Okell,
W. Morris, A. Malpass and A. Nobis.
The evening was very profitably and
pleasantly spent.

WiLLiaM REDFERN, arrested by Ser-
geant ' Walker several days ago on the
charge of setting fire to a combined stable
and workshop owned by Mr. A. C. Howe,
of which he had the use, was yesterday
evening committed to stand his trial on
the charge of incendiarism. Redfern
says that the fire occurred through
sparks dropping from his pipe; he
thought at the time that he had extin-
guished the fire, but when he found that
a blaze resulted he went up the line of
the railway until Mr. Howe’s anger had
time to cool. How near to the truth
*tgis explanation is time will probably
show.~

A TELEGRAM received yesterday by
Hon. G. B. Martin announces the death
on the 8th instant, at the good old age of
80 of Wilford Chase,of Shuswap. The
deceased was a native of New York and
came to British Columbia 1n 1858, enter-
ing the employ of the late Sir James
Jouglas when mining discoveries on the
Fraser and in Cariboo were drawing
thither the venturesome fromallquarters
of the globe in the early sixties. Mr.,
Chase left Vittoria to seek his fortune in
the gold-fields of the interior, and hav-
ing been fairly successful as a miner, he
in 1865 took up a farm on thé North
Thompson, and at the time of his death
had one of the finest ranches inall the
province. He was a man of sterling
worth and enjoyed the unbounded con-
fidence and esteem of all who knew him,

Sabscribe for The Semi- Weekly Colonist.
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Morias and Fletcher, the two boys
accused of stealing a boat from Captain
Dan McIntqsh, had a private hearing be-
fore the police magistrate yesterday and
were committed for trial. They will
come up for election thig morning and
will probably ask to be tried summarily.

YESTERDAY morning the United
States fish commission steamer Albatross
dropped anchor off the outer wharf, in-
tending to proceed on her way North
from San Francisco to-day. She is
bound for the Prihyloff islands, where
she lands Fish. Commissioners C. H.
Townsend and H, (. Fassett, and Dr. L.
L. Young and B. P, DuBois, of the U. 8.
N., together with some passengers she
expects to receive here.

TI_{E Scottish societies of Victoria have
retained the services of Mr. Neil Burton,
the capable and widely known enter-
tainer, for the evening of the 17th inst.
The entertainment will be for the bene-
fit of the Burns’ memorial fountain to be
erected at Beacon Hil] park, and will in-
clude specialties by Mr. Burton, with
music also by Miss' Brown, violinist;
Miss Janeson, soprano; and Mr. J. G,
Brown, baritone.

. MAURICE DE LopaTEKT, an exiled Rus-
gian Count and well known in this city,
died in Los Angeles, Cal., on June 5
from a flow of blood to the brain. He
was a world-wide traveler, a linguist and
a litterateur. His father was exiled to
Siberia for some political offence and
his estates confiscated. Efforts have
been made in recent years for the recov-
ery of that for his son Maurice, and it
was believed that the young Czar wouid
do something towards this end after his
coronation. His decease, however, has
now intervened, and the Russian exile
‘has passed over to the great unknown
country., M. Lopateki had many friends
in this city who esteemed him.

TuE dead body of an Indian named
Jim was found on the beach of the South
Saanich Indian reserve Monday morn-
ing, a bottle of whiskey close, beside it
and his overturned canoe floatinga short
distance from the shore. By all appear-
ances Jim had got drunk “on Sunday
night when, it is said, several of the In-
dians were on a spree. In trying to get
into his canoe in an intoxicated condi-
tion Jim probably fell in the shallow
water and being too drunk to help him-
self was drowned. There are some
markes like bruises on his forehead and a
medical examination will be made tosee
how the unfortunate Siwash met his
death. The inquest is set for this
morning.

O~ Monday Mr. C. F. Jones was com-
mitted, by orcer of Magistrate Macrae,
for refusing to anSwer satisfactorily cer-
tain questions in a case in the small
debtscourt. Habeas corpus proceedings
were at once taken out, the application
for Mr. Jones’ release being made ex
parte to Mr. Justice Drake by Mr. H.
Dallas Helmcken, Q.C., and Mr. J. P.
Walls. Mr. Justice Drake, in ordering
Mr. Jones set at liberty, stated that
while giving no opinion as to the consti-
tutionality of the small debts act, he
felt bound to be guided by the judgment
of Mr. Justice Crease, which held that
the provincial government had not the

wer to appoint judges of the small

ebts court.

SEVERAL matters that came before the
City Council on Monday night were
crowded out of yesterday’s report owing
to lack of space. One of these was that
on the report of the city solicitor and
city engineer that Waddington alley had
been used for traffic for over thirty vears
and was shown on all early official maps

"TO THE ELECTORS

| —OF—

VANGOUVER
DISTRICT,

GENTLEMEN:—The Dominion Elections are at
hand, and it will be your privilege and duty
to elect a member to represent you in the House
of Commons -

I have the honor to be chosen by a large
gorlti.oté gr lt)he electors from all parts of the
I18Irict to become a candidate for the ic
thatmust be fllled. omee

The most important subject  hbefore
the public at the present time I think
is the Tariff question. In reviewing the
Budget Speech of the Finance Minister,
we find that the Liberal Conservatives
were returhed to power with a large majority
in 1878, and the fiscal policy of the party wasthe
cause of that change. This policy has been
carried out since that time and has been en-
dorsed by the electors in 1878, 1882, 1887 and
1891, and the policy in the future is to be that
of the past—a reasonable protection of Can-
adian interests, The great aim of the Liberal
Conservatives has been to encourage home
industries, and we are all well aware that thig
could not be done without moderate protection,
and on this particular question the electors
from the Atlantic to the Pacific will pronounce
their verdict in June. We find that this is the
great question that the Liberal arty expect to
centre their arguments on. he country is
flooded with the literature of that arty, which
will deceive the unwary if possib e, and make
them .believe that the ' Liberal Conservatives
are the most corrupt government on the face of
the earth. Since 1394 we find that the govern-
ment has been gradually reducing the tariff
upon &ll articles that are in general use by the
working classes in the country. We see in the
Finunce Minister'’s Budget speech (Hon. Mr.
Foster) that the articles such as tea, coffee and
tin were. entered free of duty, which means
thatthe government were considering the in-
terests of the masses, and we find right along,
year by year, duties struck off articles which
were a great burden to the people; and we are
promised that the same policy will be continued
‘311?.11 we have every article in general use re-

uced so that we will have just enough pro-
tection to keep our neighbors across the bor: er,
or any other country. from getting any undue
advantage over us. We are all aware that the
policy of the Uniled Statesisa high protective
one. They are not in favor of 1eciprocity,
preferential trade they care nothing about,
upless it is to their advantage. They will give
no preference to us, and what are the Liberal
party advocating—free trade, free trade, a tariff
for revenue; in fact, when we find the iibemls
at their best their policy is nothing more than
what the Liberal Conservatives are carrying
out at present. Hear what we have from one
of our local Liberal papers:

‘“A tariff readjustment docs not mean the
wanton desiruction of the industries for the
mere sake ot carrying out a revolutionary pro-
gramme. The object ig to help the industries
of the country.”

And yet on the other hand we hear them
crying from one end of the country to the other,
the policy of the Liberal Conservatives in pro-
tectmg onr natural industries 1s giving the
manufacturers all the benefits—that they are
the only ones reaping the rich harvest. It is
impossible for any governmenti to become per-
fectin ayear, or even 20 years. They are fin ing
eut daily what is the best for the great massof
the people, and I am glad to see that there are
such promising signs that they will be returned
to power by an overwhelming majority. To
tnose of us who have lived under the reign of
the Liberal Conservative government, during
the last 17 years, and who have felt the great
benefits by the gradual reduction ot the tariff,
no argument to the contrary will convince us
that free trade will be a change for the better.
I say Canada for the Canadians first, last and all
the time.

The Manitoba School Question is the subject
that the Liberal party are expeetmg to ride
into power by. On this question 1 desire to

ive my humble judgment, so that those who
gave given this underirable question little
consideration may see that British fair play
will prevail at last. When Manitoba received
her Constitution in 1870, the rights of Manitoba
were protected by law. The minority at that
time were the Protestants. After a number of
years the separate schoolsdid not give justice
to all. They were found to be a great burden
on the poor farmers and the taxation became
heavier on one portion of the people than the
other. The schools were not up to the standard

as a thoroughfare, it was decided to ad-
vise Mr. 8. Leiser that the council did
not considerit wise to entertain his pro-
posal to sell the city four feet of his pro-
perty on Waddington alley; also that
the city will object to the closing up of
any part of the alleyway. Chief Deasy
reported that he had suspended Assist-
ant Engineer Conlin and Foreman Mec-
Dowell for non-attendance at fires. This
was referred to the fire waruens to re-
port.

Tae Women’s Council met Monday
afternoon in the City hall, when Mrs.

containing. a memorandum of the pro-
ceedings at the third annual meeting of
the National Council held at Montreal.
Her Ladyship urged the local councils
to put forth greater efforts towards the
suppression of impure literature and
promote the ‘sale of pure literature.
With this object in view reading circles
are to be formed; a committee was ap-
pointed to inquire into the methods of
conducting and to arrange for the for-
mation of these circles. One new society
affiliated—St. Savior’s Work Society,
represented by Mrs. Goepel. The fol-
lowing resolution was adopted: ‘That
this local council of women desire to ex-
tend their sympathy to those bereaved
of their loved ones in the Doint Ellice
bridge disaster and pray for both the
bereaved and those still suffering from
the accident that comfort and allevia-
tion which the Heavenly Father alone
can bestow.” A vote of thanks and ap-
preciation in the same connection was
tendered to Captain and Mrs. Grant.

LAURIER’S SCHOOL POLICY.

Speaking at Quebec on May 9, 1896,
Messrs. Templeman and Milne’s leader,
Hon. Wilfred Laurier, said :

‘“If the people of Canada carry me to
power, as I feel convinced they will, I
will settle this guestion to the satisfac-
tion of all the parties interested. I will
have with me in my government Sir
Oliver Mowat, who has always been in
Ontario, at the peril of his pergonal pop-
ularity, the champion of the Catholic
minority and of separate schools. T will
put him at the head of a commission
where all the interests at stake will be
represented, and I assure you that I will
succeed in satistying those who suffer at
present. Is not the venerated name of
Mr. Mowat alone a guarantee of the suc-

Baker read a letter from Lady. Aberdeen |

of our public schools, the teachers were below
the standard, a spirit of dissatisfaction reignea
amongst the majority, who had by this timre
become Protestants, and the Manitoba Legis-
lature passed the StateSchools Act. In passing
that act I consider that they did not give the
minority that consideration that the Maritime
and Eagtern provinces had done. That was the
right time the question should have been
settled. After six years litigation we find that
it has become a national question. Remedial
legislation as brought in by the government
has not been endorsed by the country. The
Liberal party have been divided on the ques-
tion as well as the Conservatives, and the con-
clusion that the wisest men in the country
have come to is that the Manitoba Legislature
will have to_settle the matter in an honorable
manner to all concerned. I could not suprort
Remedial Legislation as brought in by the
overnment, but would support any measure
0 give justice to all concerned, so long as the
uglic school system is kept intact. Hon. Mr.
urier, while in B.C., said on two occasions
while here that we had the best school system in
the country, and commended our province
highly on its advanced school system. Having
such testimony (and I believe he meant all he
said) I have no hesitation in saying we have
bout as perfect a school system as there is in
ny country.

In coming to provincial matters I believe we
are on the threshold of a prosperous future,
Our mineral resources, from our borders to the
Arctic Ocean, indicate that we have untold
wealth within our reach. Being alive to those
facts, it1s our duty to advertise our resources;
to encourage English capital to come and de-
velop our mines of precious metals. The federal
and provincial governments must do their

arts also, and it will be the duty of the mem-
gers elected to Ottawa to see that justice is done.

I am in favor of the subsidizing of the C.W.R.
to a reasonable extent, ahd evdorse the action
of the B.C. government on this question.

The exteasion of the E. & N. R. should be
carried ont at once, and the necessary appro-
priation should have been Franted at the last
session of our Dominion Parliament.

The farmers of our district will require the
earuest attention of the local member consider-
ing the scattered condition in which they are
placed along our coast, and on tnis Island.

Markets require to be established in all our
principal cities, facilities for getting to those
markets, and reasonable rates by rai way and
steamers should be given. As the government
have to assist in this line, it is only reasonable
to expect that they will grant every facility in
their power, and which I'shall feel it my dym
to urge, should I havethe honor to be e’lected%

Our Postaele?stem requires investigation. The
growing n sof all parts of our district by
railways and steamers are not what we require.
The member for the district will be held respon-
sible in future for attentionto our various needs.
Considering our geographical condition 1 eon-
sider that we will require best consideration
the Dominion government can give, by makin
liberal appropriations for publie buildings, an
for improving our coasts and harbors,

Having been 17 fenrs amongst you I consider
I have a practical knowledge of the varieus
wants of our district. If elected I will devote
my whole time to working for the best interests
of all; to unite and bind together all classes, and
capital and labor in all its branehes, and will
Dot commit myself on any great measure
brought before parliament, without consulting -
the electors of the district. In conclusion, I ask
for the support of all who deslre the prosperity
of our country.

Yours respectfully,

JAMES HAGGART.

cess of this scheme? And then, in the
end, if conciliation would fail, I
would have to exercise the constitu-
tional recourse which the law far- |
nishes, A RECOURSE WHICH I WILL
EXEKCISE COMPLETELY AND IN |
ITS ENTIRETY.” tf

Will be found an excellent remedy for
sick headache. Carter's Little Liver Pills.
Thousands of letters from people who hage

used them prove this fact. Try them

TPV L5 7 (AT o TP o L1

Wellington, B. C. May 4, 1896. my20-d-w

FOR SAT. .

A portion of the N, and S. Saanich Agri-
cultural Society’s land in S. 8aanich, contain-
ing 64 acres, more or less; about 20 acres clear;
never fa.llmf stream of water. For further pur-
ticulars apply to the Secretary.

H. F. HALDON,
Turgoose, P.O.
2

my6-2m

Stub’s Vegetable Blood Purifici—pure-
ly vegetable. x
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