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“Wonder whe the deuce she ds!™
said another wmmmﬁﬂd

Iy fortune and was gettlnx throuﬂ 1t
at a racehorse pace.

“Who cares, what does it matﬂ!"
said a third. “Dare 'say she's the
daughter ot some mengrocer and

her name’s Smith.” \

“Stapleson keeps wondertn.lli dark
about her,” said Lord RailsfBid, coia-

plainingly. .
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MABEL HOWARD,
OF THE LYRIC.

CHAPTER XXIV.

The curtain dréew up, and the béau-
Wiro] Miss Howard glided on, and ot
sjone of the hundreds who hung upon
Mhér volce and gazed admiringly at her
Bowvely face guessed at the paller that
fdwelt beneath the paint and powder,
for the heartache that throbbed be-
#ieath the actress’ smile.

in oneé of the front stalls sat, fe-
$plendent in evening dress, the signor
himself; and with every round of ap-
plause he nodded and smiled, &8 if
¥t were being accorded to himself: -

“She is a fortuité, a fortuhe!” he
$nurmured. “Baptiste; yoh dvere born
tinder a lucky star; apd youBave two
ktrings to your baw. But B8 patient, be
wary! SBuck one orange at tithe, -Mmy
¥riends.”

He sat throdgh the gertormance and
kenjoyed it as ‘keenly:@s- if 'he had
bréought a clean. comSeiences with
him. The house was mofe enthusiastie
even than usual; perhaps becaiise of
the presence of the heif apparent, Who
Jeaned forward in his box and ap-
plauded in his frank and genial man-
mer, which has so much endeafed hifn
10 actors and singers; and it was not
until she had come before the curtain
" :&hree times, to receive their shoiits of
approbation, that they would let the
¥avorite go.

WHhHenh the curtain was down, the
signor; with his dréss ihverness
thrown gracefully over his shoulders,
gauntered up into the refreshmeént
®aloon.

A group of gentlethen were standing
there, waiting for the c¢rowd to dis-
perse in the lobbies, and the sighor,

foFd, “I thetight yon promised to have
her at one of thé 5ifidking concerts?"

“Ves, of CORFES, S8 vou tlid.“ sald
anothet.

The duke grinned until his faes
looked like a fisherman’s net, all
wrinkles.

“pia ¥ he sald. “wail, P keep
my promnsé But yoi Mukt EVE wWe
time.”

Lord Railsfevd langhéd:
“Time?” he said. “If we give you
until doomsda¥y you Won't MaRage it.
She i8 too difficile, dake.”

The duke grinned again, but hot too
good-humoredly.

“Bvery woman has her pFiee” he

said, sententiously.
“But no oné Bkd discovered Miss
Mabel Howard's,” said Lord Railsford,
flushing. “1 tell you what, diake; 'l
bet yot five Lo oné that you don’t pro-
duce hér oh Friday night==that’s our
next merry fiteeting, isn’t it?”’

The duke sipped his Bfdhdy and
soda, and smiléd, and the cbnversa-
tion flowed ofl.

The signor was standing close by
the duke’s elbow, His evil eyes shin-
ing like a hawk’s. Suddenly hé beiit
his head and whispered:

‘ “Take Rim, yout grace!®

The. duke started, and looked up at
him sidéways.

“Who are you, 8ir?” he ingiited {h
an equally low voice.

“A friend of Miss Howard,” said the
signor undef his mustache. "Také the
bet, my lord, and )l g6 halves!”

The duke's eyes glittered. He dear-
1y loved a jest, more deeply loved win-
ning a wager, and most, deafly loved
compromising ‘Bome  faif - ‘WomaR's
Bame.

“Do you mean that bet seriousiy,
Railsford?” he said.

“What Bét?’ ihquired the young
lotd, turning to him. “Oh, abdiit Miss
Howat¥d? Yes! By Jove, yes! And from
all I hear; I'm likely to win: i of any-
bady. is foolish enough to take it.”

“Well, I'll take you—in hundreds'"
said the duke. A

There was an instant's,sllence.

“You bet mé a hufidred pounds to
five that she appéars at éur next smok-
ing concert?” said Lord Railsford. He
had been drinking all day, but knew
what he was about perfectly well

“Yes, that is my bet,” said the duke,
turning his back to thé signor, who
leaned against the counter and smoked
his cigarette, with half-closed eyes, as
if he had not heard a word.

“Ceftainily, I take you!” sald Rails-
ford. “Miss Howard ish’t that kind,
your grace! You’'d better pay down on
the spot.”

His grace’s eyes twinkled as he shot
ah inquiring glance at the face of the
signor, and he shook hik head.

“The bet’s Made.” he said.
shall see!”

“We

®s he lounged up to the eounter and lit
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THE MIDNIGHT CLOB.

Iris had been weak, almost foolish-

course that seemed to heF possible.
Bignor Ricardo’s threat that he Would
ruih Tord Heron might be an idle and
Iying one, bit, of the other hand,, it
Might have someé basis of tFuth, and
iris wWould not chaies it.

She would rather that theé scoundrel
should blackmail her of every pesnhy
she earned than that harm should
¢oité t0 HEFdh Coverdale. Even if she
could only protect him from annoy-
ance;, she would be willing to let the
8ign6f prey upoh Her for the rést of
her life.

But the thing weighed upon hef, and
worried her. She dreaded meeting him
again, and never went outside the
@oer bBut she looked rouhid with a hailf
expectant, Balf fearfiil glance. When

in the eveniiig, she tried to pieree the
haze and ascertain it the man was
amofig the audience, and sometimes,
with 2 shudder, she saWw hif geated in
the stalls, er lounging in the dr@ss
gircle. It made little différénce in her
Binging and acting, because she was
@ true artist, and the artist, whether
he bé painter; or acter, or Writer, for-
gets everything—trouble, fear, love—
in his work; but wheh the play was
over she would draw her veil still
more elokely about her face ahd hurfy
to ‘thé ‘cab, dreading lest she should
Bee the-evil face with its Black, beady
eyes; of hear the soft, false, insidious
Voice. ! 3

The sheck of »fs visit, and the cofi-
stant strain of the threats of its re-
petition, told upon her. She grew paler
nd—and tired. It’s the wotrk! Oh,
Mabél, I should never forgive myseif
it you weré to get iiL,”

But Iris smiled.

“I’m not in the least ill, Paul,”
said. “I feel a little tired, perhaps;
but you must remember. that all this
excitement and late hours are new to
me. I shall get used to them directly.”

He was silent and thoughtful for a
moment. Then he said:

“Mabel, can we not go and  live
somewhere out in the country?’'—
Hampstead was “countfy” to Paul—
“there are late trains—past twelve o'
cloék, you know. You would be better;
perhaps, ih the éountry.”

But Iris shook her héad. Wherever
she weht, she felt that the Eignor
would folow her.

“I don’t think I ghould caré to leave
our preseiit- Iittle nest, Paul, whefe
we have been so peaceful and happy,”
she said; and Paul gave up the idea of
living in the country.

Iris’ success still continued. The
charm of her manner, as well as the
sweetness of her voice and the grace
of her adting, grew upon the audiences,
and theére was a ring of almost affec-
tionate welcome in the round of ap-
plause with which theéy greeted her
appearance oh the stage; but Mr.
Staplesen was looking forward to the
future, like a wise manager, and was
2nxious 6 prociure & hew 6perh to take
the place .of “The Imprisened Prin-
eess” when that should have-exhaust-
ed iteelf.

And now an idea occurred to Iris.
Why shoiild fiot Paul write the musie

r the new opera? He had composed

the preitigst song in the présefit one,

@nd he played things of his own to heér
dally. Why should He not eompose the
whole of the music to the new pieee?
Paul’s face flushed and his eyes
IMO\‘!!& when she spokeé t6 him Ohﬁ!

4t, but he shobk his head. . .-

Rl am affaid; Mabel,” m‘un. in
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Iy so; bt shé had takeh the omly j

she efossed the stagé to the footlights |

she 3

But he bfavely gét gls sall;

It migh he miust
omeivmn;: E%“lt heaft gl\lﬁl,
With. me scornful jests and jeers

t he'd rave m hurt nﬂ"ﬁie{
And the hdte for his beliet
Even though he went to die,
He wa$ nbt affaid te try.

It some worthy dream ¥ou hold,
Be adventurous and boll 3

rave the-bitter scorns and jeers
’I‘hat shall howl about your ears,
But press forward; ¢alm of sodl,
Till at last you reheh your goal—
For your dream must soon grow stale
f you are afraid to_fail.
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A NEW AND A'm'mcmn UNDEB
GAB.IIENT. :

is a style corfectly silplée and very
comfortable. The Pattern is cut in 4
Sizes: Small, 23-28; Medium, 28-30;
Large; 32-3'4'3-‘&!'.!1 Large, 36-88 in-
chea _waist’] A ‘Medium size
wires 18w Qm& matérial.

bri, batiste, vails, ’llﬂ ©erept,
China silk, #atin, ahd crépa dé chiné
may be uséd ToF this mbdel.

A patteren of this illustration mail=} S

ed to any address en reeeipt of 16¢
in silver or stamps.

A SMART “TP GARMEND”

4

Pattem S'm 1§ hers mnsmm h
i cut in 4 Sizes: Small, 34-36; Med
| lum, 38-40; Large, 42-44; EXifa Liﬂn.
46-48 inches bust medBure. A Medium
8ize requires 414 yards of 54 inch ma-
terial. The width at lower eige is 23 | |
yards.

“Bolivia, polo eioth, broad Eloth, vl
ours; duvetyn, Canton erepe, satin and
pile fabrics are good for this style.

A pattern of this illustration sail-
&d to any address 6n receipt of 15¢, in

Bilver or stamps. 3
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FALL AND WINTER OVERCOATINGS

in Tweed, Chévivt, Nap, Melton and All-Wool ug;m
ngs

now on display.

Our New Fall and Wi

dus to arrive by next stéamer from Englud. Indito

Blue Serge always in stock.

ans. J. ELLIS, 302 Wlter Sl.

SPECIAL LINE
‘Boys’Seotch TweedRugby
SUITS

Custom Made.

’ Latest Style, Pinch Back,
Belt Buckle,

Price:

$15.00 & $23.00

W. H. JACKMAN,

39 Water Streei, West,
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SOId Out Soon.

Come in now whlle you have dan opportunity
of buying High Grade Jewellery at a reduction

of 30 t6 50 per cent.

GEM RINGS—$4.00 to '5150 00. °
Now $2.00 te $100.00

PENDANTS--$3 00 to $35.00

Now3200to$ 20.00
Locnm-mo to to $15.00.

Now §1.00to 8 8,00

EAR RINGS—$1.50 to $20.00 -
: Now $1.00 te $ 12.00

PEARL BEADS—$6.50 to

gow 33&0 to 3100.00

BRWSO to $20.00.
Now$100to$ 12.00

/ Now $1.00 t0 § &oeﬁ 3
- 1.50 to $9.00.. .
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FALSE ECONOMY.

It is' often remarked by
custemers, “I must try and
’make my old clothes do for
'the Wiﬁter ” _ Pefhaps. the
P imeatt very miich
longer. To protect your
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body agalnst oyr qold w1nds,. |

'An investment in a good
; ISult or Overcoat may save
; ‘you months of illness. Dur-
H able material, cut and mould-
' ed to your figure-by expert
¢ | workmanship in the garment
f.at MAUNDER’S. Samples
& and self-measuring cards

d 'sent to your address.

John Maunder,

Tallor and Clothier, 281-283 Duckworth Stret
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