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What Law Did 
Minister oi Justice 

Morison Forget?
Doubt that tlio stars are fire.

, Doubt that the sun doth move, 
Doubt truth to foe a liar:

Dut do uot doubt that 1 forgot the 
law.—Shakespeare i with apolo­

gies). "i

Editor Evening Telegram. .
. 'rllls astounding iiuestlon is agitnt- 
mg the public mind to-day. and the 
wl ole matter is of groat public inter­
est.

1>. Morison is Minister of Justice. 
Two charges were made against him 
The one with w hie if we arc now con­
cerned is: that in 1909 whilst Minis­
ter of Justice and Attorney General 
and endeavouring to soil a tltnbei 
property situate on a river in Orange 
Day, White Bay, of SO square miles 
lie wrote g letter to R. W. Strong, hit 
quondam friend, who was then in Bos 
loti,, containing the following words:

' The man who holds limits abutting 
"on a river can log and drive ills tim- 
"her the cheapest, and until some 
'oilier person locates behind hin 

“I here is nothing to prevent him fron 
'getting a good deal of timber froji 

"tlie adjoining Crown land."
Miv Morison has since explainoi 

tliat “getting*' means "cutting".
Dificc Morison has received a "coin- 

iplete vindication” (as the Chronicli 
puis it) the people arc taking notlci 
of it because the charge is very grave 
and very serious. Morison's answc' 
la only "I forgot": and thé Governor's 
i Sir Ralph Williams) vindication is i 
message to the world that a Ministei 
of Justice should he “honourably ac- 

. quitted" and retained in his office if 
lie says he forgot 1 lie law and you be­
lieve him whin he says so; although 
if otherwise he would a "rogue and a 
fool." Quod venum tutuni.

It We always remember that 1) 
Morison was Attorney General and 
Minister of Justice when lie wrote 
that letter wo can appreciate how 
serious is the charge, and how ridicu­
lous the defence. The correspondence 
has been published and we find that 
Mr. Morison makes a very nice dis 
tlection in Ills answer of April 20tli. 
1912. wherein lie says : "I wrote this 
‘‘letter to Mr. Strong while I was Min­
ister of Justice. ... It was not writ­
ten by me as Minister of Justice." Of 
course not; but he did not tell Strong 
to keep liia position dark. Has Mr 
Morison been lately reading about Dr 
Jekyl) and Mr. Hyde? And did lie 
lepcl the hook to His Excellency ?

As Minister of Justice and At t orne.' 
General, whose duty it was to con- 
curve the law and to prosecute of­
fenders, when necessary or required 
ran Mr. Morison lie listened to for a 
moment when he says he forgot the 
law? Will lie go into Court and taki 
a prisoner's word for it, as the Gov 
ernor took ills, and let him go free' 
Suppose A. W. Bishop had pleadei 
that he did not know or had forgottei 
whft the law was alioul casting awa> 
schooners, would the lion. D. Morisoi 
!>s Attorney General have, told tin 
Court that that was a good answer 
and let him go free, If he had tin 
power?

There is a distinction, however, that 
should be drawn In Justice to Mr 
Morison. namely, that Bishop's of­
fence is punishable by imprisonment, 
whilst a Minister of Jus tire who 
writes such a letter is not liable to 
ilnprisonment. and so long as his pica 
of forgetfulness of the law is ac­
cepted he is subject to nothing— 
save pnlpte, opinion. Otherwise he 
should be subject to dismissal».

Mr. Morison must certainly remem­
ber that in or about the year 1905 a 
certain firm was charged with having 
purchased logs cut on ungranted 
Crown lands, and the firm was in­
formed 1 hat they were liable to a fine 
of $20 a tree, although they had 
bought and actually paid for the logs. 
Would the firm have got free if they 
had pleaded (like Morison) that they 
forgot or did not know the law? Mr. 
Morison says that he knew that a man 
could he fined for purchasing (and of 
course paying for) logs so cut. but he 
apparently thought that a man could 
(Hit logs without fine—that is. cut j 
without paying.

Now let us examine for a moment ! 
wliat law the Hon. D. Morison, Min- ! 
ister of Justice. H. M. Attorney Gen- j 
oral, ex-Judge, etc., etc.. FORGOT.

In his answer of April 20th, 1912, he j 
says he forgot (in part) section 28 of ! 
the Crown Lands Art, 1902. That s( c- j 
tlon, put plainly, reads :

"The holder of a license, or ills as- | 
"signee. servant or agent, shall not I 
"cut timber on any Crown lands ’ 
"(other than defined in the license) ■ 
"and shall not purchase timber cut on 
"sucji lands under a penalty for ev- j 
"cry tree cut. to be recovered by suit ' 
"before a Magistrate or Justice."

It will be noted, of course, that “the 
adjoining Crown land” was not in­
cluded in the license of the Orange 
Bay area,

Mr. Morison explains in his answer 
that “my remembrance of the law was 
"that the holder of a license might 

“cut logs on adjacent Crown lands, 
but could not purchase them." This 
means that he forgot there was a 
"prohibition," under a penalty of $20 

a tree, against rutting logs on the j 
ungranted Crown land adjoining the 
Orange Bay area (and this was in a 
“lyocal Option" district too).

In justice to him again we will 
quote a little more of his answer:

T emphatically deny (what Mr. 
"Coaker insinuated) that I es Minis­
ter of Justice intentionally and de­
signedly advised Mr. Strong that any 
"person holding the area might steal 
logs from adjacent Crown lands. I 

. “had no auch idea in my mind." (Or 
lie might have added, in fhe Minister 
of Justice's mind). *

But we have an idea in our mind 
lliet the- public would like to know 
whether the Minister of Justice re­
membered thç rest of the Jaw in the 
Crown I,ands*Act when be wrote that 
letter to Strong. For example there 

' is.— '
’First (Section 22. 1903)—the right 

of cutting fjgtbêr phall.Jjç at a bonus 
per square mile, to tie fixed by the

Governor in Council, to be not less 
than $2 per square mile, and to be 
paid within 30 days from the date of 
the approval of an application for a 
'icense. The said bonus is to he paid 
pi tlie whole area applied for.,

Second (Section 23)—The Governor 
n Council may grant licenses to cut 

limber on Crown land for a period 
if 50 (now 99) years after notice of 
bitcntion to apply thereof has been 
mblished in the Royal Gazette for a 
lerlod of one month prior to such ap­
plication and slating boundaries, etc.: 
and there shall be paid in addition to 
lie said bonus an annual rental of $2 
ier square mile in advance, the first 
ear's rental to be paid within 30 

lays of such approval.
Mr. Morison does not say he forgot 

hese sections. And if he did not for- 
;et them, what then? These sections 
iay in plain words that timber may 
>e cut on Crown lands, only upon ap- 
dication being made to the Governor 
n Council, and approved, and a bonus 
■f $2 a mile and a rental of $2 a mile 
iaid in advance. And was not Mr. 
Morison one of the "Council" when he 
vroté that letter? And these sections 
re as much the law as that other 

lection (38) which he says he for­
got.

Mr. Morison informs us that for 25 
ears he has been advising clients 
bout conditions in their timber Il­
euses. Then we take it that he must 
ave known of the above Sections 

vhen he wrote that letter. And If he 
mist have known of them, what an­

swer is it to say merely that he for­
got there was a penalty of $20 a treè 
or cutting? It may be quite true that 
io did forget about this heavy pol­
ity.. But if a man may not cut lim­

ier on Crown landsJat all (excepting 
or fishery purposes, vessels, ,etc.,) 
without a license and paying $1 per 
nlle bonus and rent, in advance, and 
if he does go out and cut It, without li- 
■ensc and paying rent, then he sure- 
y would lie up against the law. 'Tis 
rue tlie Minister of Justice did not 
•ut timber, hut If he. ns Donald Mori­
on. wrote Strong advising him that 
horn was nothing to prevent the 
older of a limit from getting a good 

ieal of timber from the odlolning 
rown lands until some other person 

oca tes there, is It. or is it not, advls- 
ng contrary to the above section? 
Xml if it is, what arc we going to do 
«bout it, because Morison was Minis­
ter of Justice?

What did the Governor do? It will 
:ave been noticed that the Chronicle 
os I no time in Informing the public 
hat the Governor conducted "an ex- 
'austive enquiry." But is. or was, the 
Governor aware of the above sections 
if the Crown Lands Act? Did he no- 
ice that Ills Attorney General did not 
■efer to them in Ills answer of April 
10th in reference to the loiter to 
trong? If His Excellency did notice 
hese sections, then he must have no- 
iced that his Attorney General (lid 
lot. say whether he forgot them or 
sot, and the Governor did not ask 

im. Did His Excellency deem it 
mnecessary in view of Mormon's Ict- 
er to the Premier of April 10th. 1912 
before the charge was made). wherr- 

in he devotes columns to a descrip- 
‘jon of the Crown Lands Act and how 
'imber limits are obtained?

The attention of the Governor, of 
Premier Morris and of Minister of 
I nst ice Morison, as regards this 
"barge, seems to have been centred 
on that penalty law only : and these 
sections i2^ and 23) seem to have 
been lost sight of. And if so, was the 
inquiry “exhaustive"?

Sir E. P. Morris, the Premier, vol­
unteers that it would be “perfect!.' 
ridiculous" to think that Attorney 
General Morison remembered the law 
(the penalty law) when he wrote that 
letter to Strong. His Excellency the 
Governor says that if Morison re­
membered the law (the penalty law 
again) he should be branded a rogue 
and a fool. Now we would respect­
fully ask the Governor and Premier 
Morris and Morison himself if that 
penalty section was the only law, the 
only section in the Acts, which louch­
es this case and which should have 
been remembered? Did Morison re­
member sections 22 and 23 above men­
tioned. or should he have done so? 
These question do not seem to have 
been in the mind of any of them in 
the inquiry on this charge. Then was 
this an exhaustive enquiry? Again, 
suppose there was no penalty section 
at all, tint only sections 22 and 23, is 
Morison (whilst Minister of Justice) 
justified, in advising Strong as lie did. 
whether lie forgot these sections, or 
any section, or whether lie didn’t I 

In the light of the above is it not 
proper that Attorney General Morison 
should answer these questions; and 
that Premier Morris, having given an 
excuse for Morison which is absurd, 
should be asked to justify his Attor­
ney General's letter to Strong? And 
in the meantime we can wonder whe­
ther His Excellency will consider it 
his duty to ask Donald Morison whe­
ther (in forgetting) he also forgot 
sections 22 and 23 or not.

In the meantime also all Magis­
trates and Justices should make, a 
note of His Excellency's decision and 
write to Hon. D. Morison, Minister of 
Justice, etc., etc., for a copy. Is there 
any good reasonLwhy the Magistrates 
and .Justices should not follow and ap­
ply the Governor's decision to cases?
If there is, will somebody kindly- 
state it? Yours.

July5, '12. ENQUIRER.
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Nox aCold in One Day

The greatest Cough Medicine ever 
offered to the public. Every bottle 
is guaranteed. Absolutely harmless 
26 cents a bottle. Sold by McMurdo I 
6 Co.

WIDE WITH BRIGHT oi HUM WRAPPER

Ms of ,

AND
CUT

UNION MADE
THE UNITED STATES TOBACCO Co.

RICHMOND, VA.

For Sale by Bowring Bros., Ltd., J. C. Baird, J. J. Callanan & Co., Geo. Neal, A. Goodridge, W. E. 
Beams, P. J. Shea, G. M. Barr, Franklin Agencies Ltd., J. D. Ryan, Job’s Stores, Ltd., T. J. 

Edens, H. J. Brownrigg, C. P. Eagan, J. J. Tobin, F. McNamara, Woods’ Candy Stores.

Here and There.
Stafford’s Liniment for sale by Mr. 

T. McCarthy, Water Street.—julyn.tf
! --------- O'--------

League Football, 7 o'clock this ei - 
Piling, St. George's Field, St, Ron's u, 
Collegians.—ad.li

VESSELS ARRIVED__ Seven ves­
sels arrived last week at TwilHngate 
from the French Shore, their average 
being -400 qtls.

HAND INJURED.—Saturday after­
noon while handling a bale. Mr. ‘J. 
Nichols got an ugly cut inflicted to 
his right hand by a piece of iron.

FR. McDERMOTT ILL__Rev. J
McDermott, of St. Patricks. River- 
head. has been ill for several days 
past of quinsy. He is now recover­
ing.

WRECKED CREW LEFT, — The
crew, of the s.s. Wilhelmina, which 
met "disaster at Peter's River, left by 
the s.s. .Florizel on Saturday after­
noon for England via Halifax.

Or. de Van ’s Female Pi Hi
A Mlllble French regulator; never fails. These 

„;'ls are exceedingly powerful in regulating the 
.enetative portion o( the female system. Refuse 
ill cheap iroitatibns. Dr. da Tan’a are sold at 
IS a h-ix. nr tlnee (or J10. Mailed to any address 
the ScutwH Drug Co., It. Catharines, Out

Notes From 
Badger Brook.

A few days ago a large forest lire ; 
took place one mile east of Badger i 
Brook. The cause of the fire is sup- : 
posed to lie sparks from a passing 1 
locomotive which ignited a pile of old ! 
railway ties near the track. A gang 
of log drivers - and a number of men. j 
from Badger went quickly to the 
scène of the blaze; As there was 
plenty of water surrounding the burn­
ing timber, the 125 men. who worked 
well as a bucket' brigade, after a few 
hours had the blaze under control and 
-thereby saved valuable timber and 
pulp limits.

A house belonging to the Nfld. Pine 
and Pulp Co., occupied by Mr. J. 
McFarlane, Lumber Surveyor, caught 
tire three times from sparks from 
chimney, and being seen in time was 
quickly put out on each occasion.

Why Our Teas 

Have gained a reputation.
Because we put our heart 

and soul in the Tea business 
and look after it with a zealous 
care.jWe’re particular that each 
tea is blended just so, because, 
now that we have you suited 
it would he poor policy tuallow 
the quality to depart from its 
usual high standard.

Mr. Thos. O'Neill and family and 
Miss Marguerite M. Coleman, who 
were cn a visit to friends at Fogo, re­
turned by express to-day.

Try” Star, j)

j -,r 5 lb. Parcels 10 pur 
ct. discouilt allowed.

AUSTRALIAN Table APPLES 
Durkee's Salad Dressing, 
Durkee’s Pickling Spices, 
Durkee’s Curry Powder,
Maconochies Ran Van Pickles, 
Japanese Crabs—1 lb tins

was overcarried on the train owing 
to not hearing the conductor au- 

I nounce the station. She entrained 
J again- and will reach her destination 
j some time, next week. Even the 
smart New York girls can sometimes 

| get left. She was- a guest al Cole- 
i man's Hotel during her stay.

11. S. Crowe, Esq., from Botwood, 
got men dismantling the .Nfld. Pulp 

| Co's, saw mill here, all the machin­
ery going to Botwood to lie used tliera 
in future at the company's new mill.

Badger Brook, July 3, 'LL

Here and There.
Ex ” Florlxel,’’

New Cabbage,
California Oranges, 
Jamaica Oranges, 
Bananas,

New York Corned Heef.

('. ('. ( . PARADE—Yesterday morn- 
: in g the C. ('. ('.. under command ot 
j Lieut.-Col. Conroy, paraded to last 

Mass at the R. C. Cathedral, after 
which they made a tour of the city.

Householders in need of dry kind» 
ling can have tlieir wants supplied by 

j calling ’phone 317, Horwood Lumber 
j Co., Ltd., who will furnish it ill cue 
I lead lois, delivered.—june27,tf a

CD Eoiron Duckworth St.
• * • Edgdli, arid (ètieéti s EdOne of Dr. Grenfell’s nurses, whose 

dedication, wap^ Battle Hr. Hospital, I 
and who stipulé have detrained at Bay : | 
of Islands ‘to connect with the Home,

CAPTAIN ILL.—Capt. Spracklin ot 
the Bruce, who is ill. arrived here 
Saturday for treatment, and Capt. P. 
Delaney will take charge of the 
Bruce (lu-ring Capt. Sprackliu's ah» i

v- -".v„senes,.


